English 131 / 11 Writing Experience
Fall 2013 August 26 – December 11
Finch Roberts, Instructor  
Class Room JNC 105
Class Time 1 – 2:27pm Monday & Wednesday   
Email: Finch@jccmi.edu
Jackson College North Campus office phone: (517) 768-7097 Extension 115                              
Office Hours:  
	MW – 9:30 – 1:00 @  JNC room 110

TR – 10:30 – 11:00, and 1:00 – 2:00 @ LEN campus

WELCOME!  All are invited to make meaning on the page – enjoy it!
TEXTS: Writing Today Richard Johnson-Sheehan and Charles Paine, ISBN 978-0-205-61744-9.
 MATERIALS NEEDED: Access to a computer and printer with internet capability, data storage device, pens, and a notebook.
OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed. Basic research strategies are introduced. An end-of-the-semester portfolio is required. Learners engage the writing process, study the impact of the rhetorical situation on communication choices, and are introduced to academic research strategies while completing units of memoir, profile, and report genre study. The course requires participation in discussions, course activities, and guided peer review. Developing ability to apply Modern Language Association (MLA) style and conventions to written assignments is expected.    Standard English grammar and structures are requisite skills in this course.  
GRADING: (Contract System – attached)  

	Portfolio – (with Reflective Letter) 30%                  

13 – 15 Prewriting / Other Assignments / Journal  15%        
Essays (Drafts & Revisions) – 30% (10% / essay.)
	Essay #1 - - - - - Narrative / Descriptive
	Essay #2 - - - - - - Memoir
	Essay #3 - - - - - - Report
	Presentation 10%  Instructor Discretion / Final – 15% 



Grading Scale:
	4.0 = 92-100

3.5 = 86-91
3.0 = 80=-85
2.5 = 75-79
2.0 = 70-74
1.5 = 66-69
	1.0= 60-65

0.5 = 55-59
	0.0 = 0-54

INSTRUCTOR ROLE: Please rely on me for help in all facets of our English 131 class. I am a
Designer, facilitator, evaluator, encourager and fellow good citizen!
LEARNER ROLE:  Independent and Collaborative
	Learner success relies on the ability to plan, prepare, study, and engage phases of the writing process, to apply global and local essay strategies, critical thinking skills, research strategies, and peer response skills. 
	Learners will create 3 essays. Essays will be accompanied by a title page and, when sources are used, a Works Cited page.  Specific page lengths will be defined in essay assignments.  
	Learners will apply active reading strategies to assigned course materials and can expect to encounter 20 – 30 pages per week (minimum).

Learners need to plan to spend at least nine [9] hours a week on the course, including assigned readings, collaborative discussions, and individualized writing. 
	Learners will attend 2 or 3 individual conferences during the term either in the classroom or in the JNC North Campus Conference Room – to be determined. These conferences will be held during regular class time as possible or may be scheduled at a time mutually beneficial for the learner and instructor.


Associate Degree Outcomes: The course goals and objectives incorporate specific Associate Degree Outcomes (ADOs) established by the JCC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year colleges, universities, and reflect input from the professional communities we serve. ADOs guarantee students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in many certification programs. The ADOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the following: 
	ADO 1: Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly  (Developing)

ADO 9: Working in Small Groups (Developing)




Performance Objectives:  Correlating with and extend ADOs 1 & 9, these outcomes refer to the actions, feelings, and thoughts learners are expected to develop as a result of the instructional process in English 131: 
Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing Processes
Rhetorical Knowledge and Conventions
Electronic Environment
	Practice active reading strategies
	Identify and contextually evaluate assumptions, points of view,  stylistic choices, and implications born of reasoning
	Offer formative feedback on others writing  in peer review sessions

Use genres to navigate complex rhetorical challenges 
	Distinguish one’s own ideas from those of others
Practice metacognitive reflection
	Use  genre specific strategies, voice, tone, and perspective to achieve rhetorical goals
Recognize conventions of writing distinctive to specific disciplines
	Employ Modern Language Association (MLA) style in academic writing
	Writing in Plain Style


	Use Microsoft Word to compose, revise, and save documents

Locate research material collected from electronic sources, including library databases and other electronic networks and internet sources
Use college learning management system

   
ATTENDANCE POLICY COURSE RULES: 

0 times absent = student bonus.
1-2 times absent = even
3 times absent = deduct ½ overall grade.
4 times absent = deduct 1 full grade.
5+ times absent = Fail.

Withdraw: After the add/drop period, a student may withdraw from a course in accordance with the dates published in e-services.
	Incomplete Policy: In accordance with JCC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to students who have demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time of an extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation validating the circumstance may be required. Generally, the rule holds: No incomplete granted for this class.
Late Work and Makeup Policies: Late work is not accepted and a problem with technology is not an excuse. Makeup work is not accepted.
	Academic Honesty Policy JC has an academic honesty policy, which will be adhered to in this class. In essence, the policy requires that all work must be done by the student whose name it bears. The full policy can be accessed at http://www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics/ 


COURSE ORGANIZATION: Even though there are no formal dates due for any of the 3 essays, each will include evidence of the writing process including a working draft and a revision(s).
In order to be counted for a grade each essay needs to be reviewed by 3 peers with completed peer review forms and signatures. At least 2 of the 3 reviews must come from classmates. I will also read the essay and offer critique / verbal and or written. Without these formal deadlines, learners are expected to make steady progress on the essays and provide evidence of progress during conference times and in regular class sessions. There will be time to complete and write essays both in and out of class. The only formal deadline is December 4 – date due for the portfolio.


In this course you will practice the essential details that contribute to the development of an interesting, unified, organized essay of substance. For every assignment you will need to be aware of purpose, voice, and audience (all of which we will discuss). Because the use of grammar, punctuation, and mechanics are essential to effective written English, you will need to pay careful attention to these matters.
“Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations are encouraged to contact the office of Learning Support Services at 787-0800, extension 8270/8553 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.”
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NOTES & NETIQUETTE:
	Technology requirements include weekly access to a computer with internet access, technical equipment compatible with JCC’s online delivery service, and a current version of Microsoft Word.


	Save all your work. 


	The ability to demonstrate kindness is revered in this class.             


Statement of Student Behavior / Responsibilities 
	Think of the classroom as your learning home. Think of writing as a means to advance a line of reasoning. Think of everyone involved as a nurturing soul who may compliment and advance a more personal sense of wonder, curiosity and enjoyment.

I expect all conversation to be academic and professional. Be kind to your classmates and know that Finch loves kindness and humor too!                                
Writing Help:
When opting for help with your writing, bring the following: 
a copy of the assignment
your draft or work thus far
specific areas with which you need help 

	Writing Fellows: Located in the Atkinson Building, breakout room 107, Writing Fellows can help you on all stages of the writing process including prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and citing sources—no matter what JC class you are enrolled in. You may drop in during their working hours, generally 9-4 Monday through Thursday, or set up an appointment in advance. Students may also submit a draft for review online via the Writing Fellow link in the Student Union on JetNet. Bring or submit a copy of the assignment requirements, work completed on the assignment so far, and writing related questions. 

	Center for Student Success (CSS) Writing Tutors: located in Bert Walker Hall 125. For more information about the CSS go to http://www.jccmi.edu/success/ .

ENG 131 Integration Chart

Students enrolled in ENG 131 will work primarily in narrative, descriptive, and informative modes as they practice invention/discovery and process strategies, essential to writing. ENG 131 instructors will assign no more than four formal essays. One essay must demonstrate ability to integrate and document material from 1‐2 sources, using MLA parenthetical and works cited format.

Former GPAW PowerPoint workshops are available on the LL&A website. These should only be used for in-class activities and references.
Topics and Practice Skills
Course Text: Writing Today 2nd Ed
Matching Essay Assignments



Writing Process: Invention, Focusing, Organizing, Drafting,  Revising, Editing
Chapters 14, 15, 18
Applicable to all essays and many activities



Genres, Rhetorical Situation
Chapter 1 Writing and Genres
Chapter 2 Topic Angle, Purpose
Chapter 3 Readers, Contexts, and Rhetorical Situations
Applicable to all essays and many activities



Writing clearly and confidently; establishing voice and tone
Chapter 16 Choosing a Style
Writing Today Part 8: Handbook
Applicable to all essays and many activities



Narrative Mode (required)
Chapter 4 Memoirs
Anthology of Reading: Chapter 33 Memoirs
Memoir, Literacy Narrative



Descriptive Mode (required)
Chapter 5 Profiles
Anthology of Reading: Chapter 34 Profiles
Profile, The Biography



Informative Mode (required)
Chapter 12 Reports
Anthology of Reading:  Chapter 41 Reports
Reports, Explaining a Concept, Addressing a Specific Question



Introduction to Conducting Research (required)
Modern Language Association (MLA) Style (required)
Chapter 24 Starting Research
Chapter 25 Finding Sources and Collecting Information
Chapter 26 Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Citing Sources
Chapter 27 Using MLA Style
Applicable to Informative, Analytical, and Proposal Essays and a variety of activities



Analysis (optional)
Chapter 7 Literary Analysis
Chapter 8 Rhetorical Analysis
Anthology of Reading:  Chapters 36, Literary Analysis & Chapter 27, Rhetorical Analysis
Literary Analysis, Rhetorical Analysis



Proposal (optional)
Chapter 11 Proposals
Anthology of Reading:  Chapter 40, Proposals
Proposal
	Individual or Collaborative




Pitch (optional)
Chapter 11 (244-46) “The Pitch”
Written Speech  
	Individual or Collaborative




Peer Review
Chapter 23 Working Collaboratively with Others
Applicable to all essays and many activities



Portfolio Building and Reflection
Chapter 30 Creating a Portfolio
Final Portfolio & Reflective Letter


Class Schedule / Assignments – This schedule may change. Please use the integration chart above for reading assignments. There will be no formal dates due for reading the chapters and some reading will be done in class.  Any of the chapters above may be used to generate questions for the final exam. This listing is for planning purposes only and is not representative of all we do in class.

Monday August 26 – Welcome! Class Orientation! 
Wednesday August 28 – Narration

Monday September 2 – HOLIDAY! No Classes!
Wednesday September 4 – Narration / text

Monday September 9 – Readings
Wednesday September 11 – Description 5 physical senses Journal Write #1

Monday September 16 – Journal Write #2 Classes in College / Work or Career Goal
Wednesday September 18 – Peer Review Philosophy / Purpose / Forms

Monday September 23 – Narrative / Descriptive Peer Review
Wednesday September 25 – Narrative / Descriptive Peer Review

Monday September 30 – Writer’s workshop Journal Write # 3 YouTube 
Wednesday October 2 – Writer’s workshop YouTube (continued)

Monday October 7 – Conferences
Wednesday October 9 – Conferences

Monday October 14 – Report Proposal / Journal Write #5
Wednesday October 16 – Great Source Journal Write #6 (Source supports Report)

Monday October 21 – Journal Write # 7 Chapter Considerations
Wednesday October 23 – Journal Write #8 Chapter Considerations

Monday October 28 – Report Peer Review
Wednesday October 30 – Report Peer Review

Monday November 4 – Writer’s Workshop Journal Write # 9 How are you doing?
Wednesday November 6 – Writer’s Workshop Journal Write # 10 Presentation choices

Monday November 11 – Conferences
Wednesday November 13 – Conferences

Monday November 18 – Presentations. Memoir Peer Review
Wednesday November 20 – Presentations. Memoir Peer Review

Monday November 25 – Presentations
Wednesday November 27 – Thanksgiving Break! No Classes!

Monday December 2 – Presentations
Wednesday December 4 – Portfolio Due! Presentations

Monday December 9 – Return Portfolio / Conference
Wednesday December 11 – Return Portfolio / Conference







                                                            Contract Guidelines
For a grade of 2.0 (C):
	Complete weekly class assignments beyond the 3 essays. 
	 Complete the journal requirements. (10)
	Complete 3 essays (working drafts and revisions at a 2.5 level of quality).
	Participate in prompts. (and any other assignments)
	Submit reflective letter with intro & grade justification.

Score 70% or better on the final.
	Engage in comprehensive peer review.


For a grade of 3.0 (B): 
	Meet the requirements of the 2.0.

2.) Within Group presentation of YouTube clips
3.) Complete the 3 essays with a 3.0 level of quality.
4.) Within Group presentation of writing technique
      5.) Score 80% or better on the final.
For a grade of 4.0 (A):
	Meet the requirements of the 3.0.

Come to the conferences prepared with ideas for future essays (written).
Add a value-added component to your presentation.
Score 90% or better on the final exam.
	Post a link and 2 paragraph discussions prompt on class site.                                                                
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                                                              Contract Grade Agreement

I agree to complete the requirements for the grade of: 

A________B________C________

I understand and agree that the instructor retains the right to the final determination of the quality of my work and shall judge whether my work meets or does not meet the grade I have selected to work toward. If my work does not meet these quality standards, I shall receive the next lowest grade. With the approval of the instructor, I have the right to resubmit my work with revisions to attempt to meet these quality standards. If my work is less than the quality for a grade the instructor may lower the overall grade by .5.  If my work exceeds the quality for a grade the instructor may add to the overall grade by .5.
I understand the attendance requirements and that my grade may be lowered due to excessive absences. I have been informed of the attendance policy. I understand I have the right to revise my contract either up or down through negotiation with the instructor.
 Print Name
 Name of Student ________________________________ DATE ____________

Class & Section __________________________________________________



Revision From ___________   to ________________.

Initials________________________.




