COURSE SYLLABUS
SOCIOLOGY 231 .50
PRINCIPLES OF SOCIOLOGY


Fall Semester 2013
Tuesday 
6:00 p.m. – 9:38 p.m.  

September 17, 2013 – December 10, 2013

Instructor:  Debra Swihart
McDivitt Hall room 144
Telephone:  (517) 796-8590
E-Mail:  swihartdebrak@jccmi.edu
Fax: 796-8637

Office Hours:  TBA
Additional hours by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Sociology examines the discipline and its contributions to understanding 
the fundamental processes of social interaction. Includes 
development of self, socialization process, groups and social 
structure. Application of sociological principles to our society by 
examination of relevant research.
This is an introductory course in Sociology. Most students enter this course to gain an understanding of our society, obtain an understanding of people and their relationship to society or maybe because it is just a good general education course. All three reasons are valid. Sociology is a way of life. It allows us to bring different perspectives to our view of the world and encourages us to question everything around us. If we use a true sociological perspective, Sociology can help us become more successful as an employee, student, friend, spouse, parent, neighbor and citizen.  


COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.	Examine problems and issues related to life and the behavioral sciences in general and sociology in particular, using appropriate critical thinking techniques. 
2.	Comprehend and use information, including written and oral forms.
3.	Apply scientific process and related techniques, as employed by science in general and the social sciences in particular.
4.	Understand at least three competing theories of human behavior in general and sociology in particular.
5.	Understand individual and group differences, and show appreciation for the traditions and values of various groups in the United States.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE OUTCOMES (ADO’S)

This class will stress the following essential skills, knowledge, and abilities expected of college educated people.

ADO 5            Understanding human behavior and social systems.

ADO 7 	Demonstrate critical thinking skills involving curiosity, emotion,   evaluation of evidence, understanding implications and problem solving.

ADO 10	Demonstrate an understanding of 3 competing theories as           applied to the field of sociology.    


REQUIRED TEXT

Kendall, Diane  SOCIOLOGY IN OUR TIMES, Wadsworth Eighth Edition

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION

This course will be based on lecture, class discussion, group activities and online assignments.  Students should feel free to ask questions at any time.  The discussions are an important and critical element of this course.  For the discussion to be successful and for you to participate you must have finished the reading assigned before you come to class.  As a general rule, it is a good idea to bring your book to class.  I will not simply trace the textbook but please note, you are responsible for (and will be tested on) the material in the textbook.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is required and graded on participation. My experience has taught me that regular class attendance is strongly correlated with survival in college.  You will be responsible for what is assigned in the text and what is discussed in class.  Class attendance is graded and taken at the end of the class period. I do realize that circumstances beyond one’s control can, on rare occasion, make class attendance impossible.  In such cases, it is your responsibility to make yourself aware of course changes which have been announced to the class in your absence.  
It is expected that you arrive to class on time. If you are late more than 10 minutes, you could be denied entry into the classroom.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

In order to facilitate the best learning possible, I expect every student to comply with the following:
	We will speak to each other with respect and civility

Cell phones will be turned off or on vibrate and left in your book bag or pocket. This includes texting.

WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS

Last day for refund with no “W”   September 24, 2013
Last day to withdraw with a “W”  December 2, 2013

It is critical that you keep these dates in mind if you decide to withdraw for refunds. Please check with Registration for the last day to withdraw for a “W”. 

If you decide not to complete the course, and do not withdraw, your grade will be determined based on the grades you have earned. This can result in a grade of 0.0.

“I” INCOMPLETE GRADE

A student may request an “I” grade from an instructor. The request for the “I” grade may be granted if, in the opinion of the instructor, the course work is sufficient in quality and quantity to meet course objectives. All allowed make-up exams must be taken within the prescribed time unless extended by the instructor.

A grade of “I” may be removed by satisfactory meeting the course objectives during either of the next full-length semesters (fall/winter) or at an earlier date specified by the instructor.

If the “I” is not removed by the end of the specified time, the “I” grade will remain as a permanent entry on the student’s transcript, and the student must register and repeat the course to receive a grade and credit for degree and/or transfer purposes.

Please note that purchasing the wrong book, not “getting the grade you want”, going on vacation, not having time to study, etc. are not sufficient reasons to consider an incomplete grade.

A Message from the Office of Learning Support Services:

“Tutors and additional free services for academic success can be accessed by calling (517) 796-8415 or by stopping by the Center for Student Success, Bert Walker Hall Room 123. Faculty and tutors in the CSS will help you with writing, study skills, test anxiety, math, and reading. Students requiring special assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) should contact the Center for Student Success. This is the first step in acquiring the appropriate accommodations to facilitate your learning.”

Students with disability who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Center for Student Success at 796-8415 or visit the office, BW 123, as soon as possible. Instructors need documentation from the center in order to comply with accommodations.

For those students attending in Adrian, please contact the office on the first floor.


PREPARATION

Take out your planning calendar, mark your deadlines and then follow them. No late work accepted or missed exams made up without a documented excuse (documented illness, deaths in the family and other documented crises). A problem with technology is not an excuse.

How much time you spend on this course can really depend on how sharp or how rusty your study skills are. Traditional learning theories suggest students should spend 2 hours outside of the classroom for every 1 hour you spend in class PER WEEK. This course is the equivalent of a 15 week class. NOW- figure this as an accelerated 12 week course. I STRESS TO YOU TO PLAN ACCORDINGLY!!


Academic dishonesty (plagiarism* or cheating) will result in a course grade of 0.0.

	PLA’GIA`RIZE


Transitive senses: to steal and pass off (the idea or words of another) as one’s own:  use (another’s production) without crediting the source
Intransitive senses:  to commit literary theft; present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.

	Consequences/Procedures: Faculty members who suspect a student of academic dishonesty may penalize the student by taking appropriate action up to and including assigning a failing grade for the paper, project, report, exam, or the course itself. Instructors must document all instances of academic dishonesty beyond those of a very minor nature, in writing to the academic dean.


	The Office of the Academic Deans will record and track students who have been reported as having cheated. If the same student cheats in other courses, the dean will enact sanctions appropriate to level of infraction. The sanction will be selected in consultation with the involved faculty. The Dean can administer consequences up to and including suspension.  


	Student Appeal Process: In the event of a dispute, all parties should follow the Academic Complaint policy. This policy is presented in Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook and the Master Agreement.


Don’t do it. It isn’t worth it…. Too easy to detect. …..Remember….I have the internet too!!

REQUIREMENTS

There will be 3 tests. The questions will be generated from your text and from class. 

PAPERS

We will be watching a series of 4 films in class that will be related to the topics we will cover during the semester.  

OBJECTIVES

Challenge students to comprehend and use information in the written form.
Challenge students to relate current events and topics to the field of sociology.
Understand competing theories in the field of sociology.

CRITERIA



·	You will be expected to complete 4 short papers worth 50 points each.
·	Each paper will be a minimum of 1500 words in length, typed, double-spaced and with a font of 12.  Please spell and grammar check your papers. Points will be subtracted for consistent errors.

Answer in sociological context using 2 outside resources. You may (and are encouraged) to use your textbook as one source. About Wikipedia: I know there is growing support and acceptance for the information contained on Wikipedia. However, I do not consider it a proper source to be cited for these papers or your forum posts. Maybe one day this will change, but that day is not today.


·	All papers will be uploaded and submitted to me through the class JetNet site. Directions are on the Submission button. All work is to be saved and submitted in Rich Text File (RTF).

·	Each paper will address the following questions:

1.	What is the main point of the video?   10 points

2.	Define the theories as they pertain to the topic AND give examples from the video. What are the elements of structural functionalism, conflict theory AND symbolic interactionism?          30 points

3.	What are the implications in the film for the science of sociology?  10 points
          
PLEASE do not re-hash the video in the paper!!  This assignment is not a book/film report.  

 Answer the 3 questions. Make sure to address all 3 theories.

Grading Policy and Procedures

  Each test and assignment will be graded on a 100% basis. No curves or throwing out your lowest score exists. I will be using the following percentages and grade relationship:

450 - 500	  4.0
425 - 449	  3.5
400 - 424	  3.0
350 - 399	  2.5
300 - 349	  2.0
250 - 299	  1.5
200 - 249         1.0
150 – 199         0.5
Under 150      0.0     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Students can accumulate 500 points:

 240 points from 3 tests    (80 points x 3 tests)
 200 points from papers (4 papers x 50 points)
   60 points from in class participation and attendance
500 total points
 
The instructor reserves the right to override any disagreement over right answers. The instructor can change the schedule/format of the class and/or format of the exams at any time during the semester in order to accommodate the class needs.

STUDENT/INSTRUCTOR CONTACT 

I am here to help you with your work, and take my role as your professor seriously… and you need to take your role as student seriously as well. I will help you as much as I can, but no more than you help yourself. I set the “bar” high in all my classes, and this one is no exception. I am demanding, but fair. I am intolerant of laziness, but empathetic to those who honestly work hard and need help. I think you will find me willing to do whatever I can to help you learn. Please don’t ever hesitate to contact me with your concerns. Don’t wait until a problem becomes too late to solve. I have regularly scheduled office hours and I am also available outside of these hours by appointment. 

This instructor reserves the right to manage a positive learning environment. Therefore, I will not accept inappropriate conduct in this course. All students, whether enrolled in a “traditional” class or online course are responsible for behaving in a civil, polite manner. There will be times during our discussions that you may disagree with another student. That is the beauty of freedom of speech and the collegiate experience. I do expect that if disagreements occur, they will be handled on an intellectual level and not become personal insults or attacks. 

 I have also observed that e-mail messages have become somewhat lax in using the “Queens” language. In other words, I would expect in your correspondence to me to begin with a salutation and end with a proper closing. The reason I mention this is that there have been a growing number of students who jot off one-line messages, ignoring the need to follow any codes of conduct, proper grammar and/or spelling.  

When emailing, PLEASE include the course and section that you are in. I teach multiple courses and multiple sections of each class. It is very time consuming to go through all of my rosters to find the course and section for each individual student.

If you call and reach my voice mail, please leave your complete name (first and last) and telephone number, the course AND section number you are in, a brief reason for the call and the “best time” to contact you. If I can’t reach you, you must call me back.
 In most cases, I will return phone calls within 48 hours except if you call Friday, Saturday or Sunday. If you do call then, I will return the call Monday or Tuesday. 

While I might respond to your emails on Sat. or Sun., do not expect it.  E-mails will follow the same time lines and considerations outlined above. Depending on the issue you want to discuss, I might ask you to contact me by phone or in person. 

Additional thoughts:

Writing Help

Writing Fellows: Located in the Atkinson Building, breakout room 107, Writing Fellows can help you on all stages of the writing process including prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and citing sources—no matter what JC class you are enrolled in. You may drop in during their working hours, generally 9-4 Monday through Thursday, or set up an appointment in advance. Students may also submit a draft for review online via the Writing Fellow link in the Student Union on JetNet. Bring or submit a copy of the assignment requirements, work completed on the assignment so far, and writing related questions. 
	Center for Student Success  (CSS) Writing Tutors: located in Bert Walker Hall 125. For more information about the CSS go to http://www.jccmi.edu/success/ .




file_0.jpg

file_1.wmf

My goal is for everyone to succeed!
I sincerely hope that you enjoy the course!


