

English 090 Introduction to Writing
Fall 2013
M & W 3:00 pm – 4:55pm

Dr. Syd Thomas	                		                
Office Hours: M & W, 2:00pm - 3:00pm			Walker Hall 240	                
   Email address:  thomassydneyj@jccmi.edu" thomassydneyj@jccmi.edu		Phone:  796-8520
			 
Text:   	
  Tyner, Tom. Writings From Life.  2ndEdition. Clovis, CA: 				
  Breadan Publishing. ISNB# 978-0-9817830-6-2.				
			
Bring your text to class each day.
			          	     
Course Description:  This is an intensive course in composition for students who need supplementary help in writing. A personal approach helps students enhance their writing abilities, resolve writing problems and explore writing strategies. 

Course Design:  The focus of this class is your writing. You may be a student who had not planned to attend college; you may have many family obligations that take your attention away from schoolwork; you may have work responsibilities that keep you very busy; you may be a student whose first language is not English.**  This class helps you prepare for college-level writing by offering opportunities to:  practice your writing skills, develop a stronger process for creating papers and learn to respond to other students’ writing. You will be writing four essays this semester. I will provide directions for each paper as we begin the process of writing. You will have some class time to draft papers, to share papers and to revise papers. You *cannot* complete all of your work in class. You will be responsible for completing writing assignments and reading assignments outside of class. In class, we will also talk about the readings, your writings, and whatever else seems appropriate.  This gives me the opportunity to observe you as you work, to help you identify your strengths and weaknesses and to offer suggestions and assistance.  Perhaps you can't identify your own writing process; we will work on that, too.

Classroom Behavior: The casual atmosphere of the class does not negate the need for courtesy and respectful behavior. I want this class to be a pleasant and profitable experience for everyone; this requires your cooperation. Please treat others with respect, turn off cell phones and come to class on time, with an open attitude, ready to work with others.

Performance Objectives: Associate Degree Outcomes:  English 090 course goals and objectives incorporate specific Associate Degree Outcomes (ADOs) established by the JCC Board of Trustees, administration and faculty.  These goals are in concert with four-year colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve.  ADOs guarantee students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability and professional skills needed in many certification programs. The ADOs addressed in this course are:

Writing Clearly, Concisely and Intelligibly (Developing Level), ADO #1
Working in Small Groups (Developing Level), ADO #9


Grades and Grading Scales

Grades:  Your final grade is based on the following items; however, you cannot earn a passing grade (2.0 or higher) without completing all assignments.

Writings:  (40%) This term, you will draft, revise and submit four essays, as time permits.  You will receive points for having your draft ready as assigned AND a grade on each essay.  Each revised essay will receive a grade, and all of these grades will be averaged at the end of the term. This average represents 40% of your final grade. 

The writings planned for this semester may include:  two narrative essays, two profile essays, an essay on sustainability (more information on this later) and an evaluation essay.  
	
Portfolio:   (40%) This portfolio contains three to four of your best writings (at least 10 pages total) and is due toward the very end of the semester.  You will have revised these papers numerous times, so they will represent your best writing and will earn nearly half of the credit for the term.  More information and grading criteria will be provided during the first two weeks of the semester.

Participation, Quizzes, Workshop Credit:  (20%) You earn this grade by completing homework and in-class assignments in a timely fashion, by attending class regularly, by being willing to participate in small and large group discussions and by staying focused on our tasks.  To receive a 4.0 in this area, you must complete all assignments on time and miss no more than three (3) classes during the term. You can’t participate in class if you are not present.* Absences in excess of three before the midterm will result in your being dropped from class. After midterm, these absences will result in failure of the course. 
*Texting, emailing, tweeting, etc. while in class means that you are not present, so don’t do it.

Academic Honesty is expected of all students.  It is the ethical behavior that includes producing your own work and not representing others' work as your own, either by plagiarizing, by cheating, or by helping others to do so.  (See this policy in the Student Handbook and on the JCC Web Page.) For our purposes, this “honesty” translates into doing your own work, correctly citing your sources and, above all, not falsely representing someone else’s work as your own. This violation can result in failure of the assignment and/or the course. To help prevent these problems, you must submit all draft materials with each paper. This protects you and alleviates any misunderstandings.

Other Requirements:  For this class, you must be able to transport your electronic work from home to the classroom for sharing and for revision. Because we spend a good deal of class time writing, you must have this capability. Please purchase a flash drive or some other media for transferring files and/or learn to email documents to yourself. You cannot participate in class activities if you do not have your work in a form which can be revised in class.  I would also like for you to have two paper folders with pockets: one for keeping all handouts and class notes and one for submitting each writing assignment. 	
Please let me know immediately if you have any questions or if you have any disability or condition which might affect your comfort or success in this class.** Please let me know if English is not your native language.  I will be happy to help, and I look forward to working with you. 

Tentative Schedule for first two weeks

Today Aug. 26th.
	Introduction to the course
	Mini-discussion on the fears of/about and value of writing
	Introduction to each other
	Ambition, Death and Regrets

Assignment for Aug 28th 
	Read before coming to class: Writings from Life (WfL) 1-8
	Write: 	Two (2) journal suggestions below at least 250 words on each.
Class activity: 1) Discussion of reading, 2) Sharing of writing, 3) Diagnostic writing, 

NO CLASS SEPT. 2ND

Assignment for Sept. 4th 
	Reading:	WfL: 42-45
		Writing:	1) Choose three (3) different journal suggestions below; at least 250 words on each.
Class activity: 1) Warm-up writing  2) Discussion of readings; 2) Sharing of writings; 3) GPAW
 “Invention and Discovery”  

Assignment for Sept. 8th
	Reading:	WfL: TBA (to be announced)
		Writing:	1) Choose two (2) different journal suggestions below 
Class activity:	1) Warm-up writing; 2) Discussion of readings; 3) Sharing of writings; 4) Check homework.

Journal Writings of at least 250  must be HAND-WRITTEN – Use these subject titles and date when they were written.
	Tell me something important about your weekend
	
	Tell me about your something that happened to your family

	Tell me about your something that happened to your pets.

	Tell me about your greatest triumph

Tell me about your greatest tragedy

Tell me about a vivid memory that you have

Tell me about a long-ago neighbor

Tell me about your first romantic kiss.

Write about a time you found yourself wondering: What am I doing in this place?

Recall an object that used to be important but has now disappeared

Remember your most hated childhood foods

Recollect an article of clothing you once loved.

Relate a recent event that forced you to alter your established routine.

Turn a page into a scrapbook to hold a picture, ticket stubs, a flower and write about its significance for you.

Childhood Event] Choose a vivid time from your childhood — You might think of the first time that you rode a school bus, of a time when you went to the principal's office, the first A you earned on a test or paper, earning money to buy something that you really wanted, and so on. Narrate the events related to the childhood memory that you've chosen so that your readers will understand why the event was important and memorable.
Achieving a Goal Think of a time when you achieved a personal goal — you might have finally completed a marathon or triathlon, or you might have bettered your score on a test, or you might have learned how to use a piece of software like Microsoft Word or Excel. Tell your readers about the story of how you met your goal. Be sure that your readers understand why the goal is important to you.
The Good and the Bad Think about an event in your life that seemed bad but turned out to be good. Maybe you got injured and while you were waiting for your broken leg to heal, you learned how to use a computer. What makes the event change from bad to good may be something that you learned as a result, something that you did differently as a result, or something that happened that wouldn't have occurred otherwise. Tell the story of the event that you experienced and help your readers understand how an event that seemed negative turned out to have valuable consequences.
Being a Teacher. Think of a skill that you've taught someone else how to do. Perhaps you taught someone else how to swim, showed someone how to cook possum, or helped someone learn how to study more effectively. Think about the events that made up the process of teaching the skill, and narrate the story for your readers.
Changing Places Every place has things that change — sometimes as the result of economics, sometimes because different people are involved, and sometimes for no clear reason that you know about. Think of a change to a place that you know well. Perhaps the local grocery store you grew up with as Smith and Bros. Grocery was bought out by a regional chain like Kroger. Maybe the First National Bank of Smithburg suddenly becomes Comerica Bank. Perhaps the change was more personal -- an older sibling moves out of the house and your family changes the room to a guest room or an office. Think of a specific change and narrate the events that occurred. Readers should know the details of the change, and they should know how you feel about the changes that occurred.
Personal Rituals Describe a personal ritual that you, your friends, or family have. Think about the personal steps that you always go through when you prepare for an exam. Do you sit at a desk, spread books and notes across your bed, or use the kitchen table? Do you have to have something to drink...soda, water, Jolt? There are numerous things that we do for which we create our own personal rituals. Choose one event — studying for a test, writing a paper, dressing and warming up before a game, or preparing and having a special family meal. Narrate the events that take place when you complete your ritual so that your readers understand the steps that the ritual includes and why you complete them.
Standing Up Choose a time when you did something that took a lot of nerve, a time when you didn't follow the crowd or a time when you stood up for your beliefs. Perhaps your friends were urging you to do something that you were uncomfortable with and you chose not to cave into peer pressure. Maybe you took a stance on a political issue that was important in your community.  Whatever you choose, think about the details of the event and write a story that tells about what happened. Give specifics on the events, and share how you felt after the event.
Disagreeing Think of a time when you disagreed with a decision that had been made and did something about it. You might have responded by discussing your concerns with your principal or dean, or you might have decided to get a part-time job to earn enough money to buy the magazine yourself. Or the decision could have been made by someone you never met — perhaps your school board decided to change the lines in your school district so that you would have to go to a different school, or your state legislature has passed a bill that you disagreed with. Your response might have been to write a letter to the editor, to your state representative, or to the school board. Whatever happened, your job is to write a paper that narrates the events that occurred -- from the decision that was made to your response. Be sure that your paper gives enough details that your readers understand why you disagreed with the decision and why you felt that your response was appropriate. 
	“Lightbulb Moment” Think of an experience when you realized that you suddenly understood an idea, a skill, or a concept you had been struggling with -- it might be something related to a class that you took or a specific athletic skill you were trying to perfect. For instance, you might think about trying to understand how to identify parts of speech or how to do a math equation. Or you might consider trying to perfect your free throws and suddenly understanding how your follow-through was affecting your success. Write a narrative that tells the story of your movement toward understanding. How did you finally come to understand? What changed your perceptions and gave you a new understanding? Your paper should help readers understand how you felt to struggle with the idea or skill and then to understand.

Being Unprepared Because you have been sick, out of town, busy at work, or working on other homework, you didn't have as much time to study for an important test as you needed. Everyone going to school has been in this situation. Think of a specific test that you took that you felt unprepared for and narrate the events. Tell your readers about the preparation that you were able to do, the reasons that you didn't get to prepare as well as you wanted, taking the test, and any significant events that happened after you took the test. Your paper should help readers understand what it felt like to be unprepared

MAKE SURE YOU KEEP ALL OF THE WRITING THAT YOU DO IN THIS CLASS AND ALSO DATE EVERTHING THAT YOU WRITE : MONTH/DAY/ YEAR/TIME

