Jackson Community College
Course Syllabus
College Reading ENG 085-82
Fall 2013


Instructor: Jessica Holen				Course day/time: M/W 4:00pm-5:56pm
Office Hours: by appointment				Course location: LeTarte Center, Hillsdale
Phone: 517.862.1580
Email: holenjessican@jccmi.edu

Textbook and Supplies: 
1.	Experience Reading 2 by Suzanne Liff & Joyce Stern ISBN 9780073292397
“I did then what I knew how to do. Now that I know better, I do better.”
~Maya Angelou
2.	The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore ISBN 9780385528207
3. 	Making Connections, 085 Coursepack
4.	A 3-Ring binder/folder 
5.	Notebook Paper
6.	Packs of index cards for vocabulary study.
7.	Highlighters—two different colors
8.	Sticky notes (recommended, not required)
9.	Reading material of your choice: Newspaper, magazine, book 
Note: Please keel ALL papers, handouts and tests from this class until the end of the term.

Classroom Environment
Please be respectful of all speakers and learners including: Instructor, other students,
		guest speakers, etc.
· 	Be mindful many students need quiet surroundings during independent reading to
	comprehend material. If you need to listen to music to focus and not disrupt other 
	students, please feel free to do so.
	·	Beverages are allowed in class. Please be mindful to take care of cups, bottles, etc.
		upon dismissal.
	·	Restroom breaks are as needed, permission not necessary. However, please avoid 
		breaks, during test taking.
	· 	Please avoid using technological devises during class, including cell phones, laptops,
		ipads, ipods, etc. Technological devises are to be stored during test times.

Course Objectives: 
In this course students will . . .
1.	Improve reading comprehension.
2.	Demonstrate the use and application of several reading strategies, including metacognitive processes.
3.	Write summaries/reflections demonstrating understanding of reading selections.
4.	Create connections between texts and personal experiences.
5.	Combine information from several sources.
6.	Expand vocabulary.
7.	Read for pleasure and information.

These course components address and/or measure achievement of the above objectives.
Nelson-Denny Reading Pre & Post Tests
	Reading responses: Written and verbal responses that summarize, examine and make connections between texts and the reader’s life, other texts and the world.
Demonstration of the use and application of several reading strategies, including metacognitive processes. 
	Vocabulary and word part assignments and tests
Reading project presentation(s)

Associate Degree Outcomes: The JCC Board of Trustees has developed a list of essential skills that all graduates should develop. The Board has said: JCC’s goal is to prepare students to live productive and meaningful lives. Implicit in this goal are efforts to prepare students to: (a) live and work in the 21st century, (b) be employed in situations which will require retraining several times during a productive life, and (c) function in a rapidly changing international society.
“The ability to read awoke in me some long dormant craving to be mentally alive.”     
~Malcolm X
In support of these guidelines, ENG 085 students will develop critical thinking skills, including the ability to:
1.	Generate questions about text before and while reading.
2.	Recognize bias in a piece of writing.
3.	Incorporate new knowledge with old.
4.	Identify impact of emotion on thought.
5.	Distinguish between fact, opinion and inference.

Keys to reading comprehension:
1.	The more you invest time and effort in reading, the more your reading skills will develop.
2. 	Skillful reading requires vigorous mental activity. Be alert and actively seek out what the author wants to say by asking questions, making guesses and predictions, reflecting on ideas, and drawing on your own knowledge and experience as you read.
3.	Pay attention to how the author organizes ideas, noticing titles, headings, bold or italicized words, central themes, patterns, etc. (Doing this also make you a better writer!)

Assignments and Time Management:
You will receive a calendar of readings and assignments. You are expected to read the assigned materials and do journal writing and preparation for quizzes before class starts. Plan out your week, allotting enough time to complete the assigned work. You should spend about 4 hours preparing for each 2-hour class. This is how long it will take to read two or three essays, complete the vocabulary and reading checks, and write in your journal.
READING JOURNAL: 
Your calendar tells you which short stories to read and prepare journals for each class—usually two. You will read the assigned works, write in your reading journal, and prepare for quizzes on them. You must write in your reading journal for every story, and turn your journals in during the first 15 minutes of class on the day we are going to discuss the story.
Before reading the assignments you will begin your journal entries, by doing the following:
·	Recording the date and writing the statement “Pre-Reading, Initial thoughts;”
·	Recording the title of the story or article and any thoughts or ideas (predictions) the title arouses. (For instance, if the title is “Scholarship Jacket,” students might write, “This story sounds like it would be about a jacket that someone might win for a scholarship;” or “This story sounds like it would be about someone who wore a certain lucky jacket to try to win a scholarship.”);
·	Writing a purpose for your reading, that is, indicating what you hope or expect to learn from the text.

The goal is to develop and record responses and predictions, as a pre-reading process, to encourage thoughts that will provide a frame for which to attach new information.
While ACTIVELY reading the assignments, you will record your thoughts, questions, visualizations (drawings, charts, or diagrams) to facilitate understanding of the text. You are encouraged to use some of the following phrases to begin statements in your journals: 
“I got stuck when…” 
“I was confused by…”
“I don’t understand…”
“This reminds me of…”
“This makes me wonder…”
“This is important because…”
“I think this means…” 
“I can picture this in my mind.
“I can see…” 
“I wonder…”
“I still need help with…”
“My comprehension was interrupted by…”
When your reading is complete, you will write a 15-line connection, summary or reflection according to the assignment indicated by the instructor. You will also debrief and discuss in writing what you were doing during the reading process, what strategies you used to comprehend the text, what you found important and why.
All reading responses to be completed outside of class need to be typed, single or 1.5 spaced, in font size 12, in acceptable academic font such as Times New Roman or Arial.
In the upper left corner of your typed document, as with all documents, be sure to include your name, date, class and section, title of the book and indicate the page numbers that correspond with the questions. For example:
Michael Jones
January 22, 2013
ENG 085-82
The Glass Castle, pg. 32-56
Vocabulary & Word Part Study
Vocabulary: You will receive five lists that contain up to twenty-five vocabulary words. The words are necessary for clear understanding of the work in addition to building personal vocabulary. A vocabulary test will be administered for each of the four lists.
Prefix, Suffix, and root word study: You will receive lists containing several affixes and roots. Tests will be administered for each of the lists.

Presentations
A thematic reading project will be required that synthesizes information from several sources about a single topic. This project will call for you to summarize, analyze, and evaluate material related to the chosen topic and give an oral presentation with a visual aid.
Information about Citing Sources When Responding to Reading Assignments
Paraphrasing
Paraphrasing is when you take someone else’s words (Written or verbal), restate them in your own words and give the person credit.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the use of another person’s ideas or words without giving them the proper credit. Remember, changing a few words here and there is still considered plagiarism even if you give the author credit. When writing, you can avoid plagiarism by putting a document or the text aside, out of your view, and restating the idea in your own words. That way, you won’t be tempted to copy their words when your retell what’s been written.
Quoting/Stating the Author’s Words Directly
Sometimes when writing, especially when responding to a text, you’ll need to directly quote what the author wrote. When you copy their exact statement/sentence be sure to write the author’s words exactly as they appear in print and use quotation marks at the beginning and end of the author’s statement. Then, include the author’s last name and page number(s). Place the period after the parentheses. For example, the following is the first sentence from the first chapter of The Glass Castle written by Jeanette Walls. “I was sitting in a taxi, wondering if I had overdressed for the evening, when I looked out the window and saw Mom rooting through a dumpster” (Walls, 6).

Attendance:
Attendance is mandatory and it is your responsibility to mark your attendance in the attendance folder. All excuses for missing class are equally valid, but an absence is an absence. You can miss up to two classes without penalty, but missing more than that for any reason, will affect your grade. In addition, coming late or leaving early by 10 minutes or more, is calculated as a ½ absence. Leaving, during class, for 10 minutes or more is also considered a ½ absence.
8 absences, no credit: highest possible grade 0.0
6 absences, highest possible grade 2.0
4 absences, highest possible grade 3.0
3 absences: highest possible grade 3.5

Withdrawal:
If you stop attending this course, it is your responsibility to complete the paperwork for a withdrawal. Be sure to check with financial aid before withdrawing. Please don’t assume if you quit attending class it will be understood you have withdrawn or quit. However, without a formal withdrawal, a grade will be given at the conclusion of the course, with or without your attendance. Please keeping mind a “W” is the same as a 0.0 and may affect your financial aid, loans and/or scholarship(s).
Incomplete:
Should you need to request an incomplete, the request must be written. Keep in mind that incompletes are reserved for work that is “sufficient in quality but not sufficient in quantity”.
Late Assignments:
All assignments are due at the beginning of class.
In the event of an absence, no in-class assignments/activities can be made up.
Late homework assignments will be accepted on the next day of class, only, and will be reduced by one full grade. If you have missed a deadline, you can leave your assignment in my mailbox, in the Foundations Studies office. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless prior arrangements have been made. In the event of an absence on a test day, arrangements can be made to make up tests but they, too, will be reduced by one full grade.
Grading:
Whether you think you can or you can’t; you’re right.”
         ~Henry Ford
You should check your grades from time to time using the E-services link from the JCC Home Page (http://www.jccmi.edu). If you ever have questions about your grade, please let me know. Your final grade will be determined by adding your total points and dividing them by the total possible points. You must obtain at least a 2.0 to move to the next class (ENG 085).
Grades will be assigned using a 4-point scale:
4 = superior work (going beyond what was expected)
3 = satisfactory work (assignment completed correctly and well)
2 = mediocre work
1 = unsatisfactory work

The following scale will determine the grade you earn:
Total % 	Grade 		Total % 	Grade
93 – 100 	4.0 		70– 77 	2.0
88 – 92	3.5 		64 – 69 	1.5
83 – 87 	3.0		56 – 63 	1.0
78 – 82 	2.5 		48 – 55 	0.5
Reminder: A grade of 2.0 or better is accepted as successful completion of the course. Since this course is a prerequisite to other academic courses, a 2.0 is the minimal grade to exit. A grade of 2.0 or better will count toward graduation. For courses that will transfer, other colleges generally accept a grade of 2.0 or higher for transfer. Most scholarships and loans require a grade of 2.0 or better.
Tutorial assistance is available for this course as well as most courses at JCC. If you would like to work with a tutor for this class or another class, please contact me or visit the Center for Student Success (796-8415), located in BW 125. The staff is there to help you succeed in your studies, so please don’t hesitate to make use of this resource.
Academic Honesty
The JCC Catalog states, “Academic honesty . . . is the ethical behavior that includes producing one’s own work and not representing others’ work as one’s own, either by plagiarism, by cheating, or by helping others to do so…Faculty members who suspect a student of academic dishonesty may penalize the student by taking appropriate action to and including assigning a failing grade for the paper, project, report, exam or the course itself. Instructors should document instances of academic dishonesty in writing to the Academic Dean.” 
“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.”          ~Thomas Edison


