His 231:  U.S. History from the Beginning to the Civil War

Credit Hours:             3
Semester:                    Fall 2013
Section:                       231.71
Location:                    Room 211, JCC@LISD
Instructor:                  Mark Tierney
Email:                         tierneymarka@jcc.mi.edu

Required Textbook:   America:  A Narrative History, Brief Ninth Edition, W.W. Norton & Company, 2013, Volume One; George Brown and David Shi.

Attendance: Mandatory

Important Dates:
9-6-2013 Drop No W, refund, see registration office
9-17-2013 Drop with a W, no refund, see registration office
12-4-2013 last day to withdraw, see registration office

Course Description
This course is the study of American national history beginning with the colonization to the Civil War. Themes include exploration and settlement, development of political theory, development of the West and its influence on the country, the growth of sectionalism and the Civil War.

	First, the emergence of the U.S. as a nation.  
	Second, the growth of a maturing new nation, we will explore the political, economic, and social impact of the pre Civil War.
	Third, growing pains, we will review how colonization and nation building,  combined with population growth led to continental expansion and strained the political and social systems that led to the Civil War.

Fourth, breakdown, we will review the causes and effects of the Civil War, comparing the North versus the South, examine the cost of the War, and appraise the impact of the War on the entire country.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities Students Acquire from this Course (Educational Objectives)
A. The students should be able to explain how history is a process through which our society and our country
came to be as it is today.
B. The students will be able to explain the differences between primary and secondary sources.
C. The students will be able to explain the different ways the same event is presented in different documents
based on the writer’s views and his audience.

In reviewing these eras we will focus on the themes of 
1.  Social impact, how the growth of the American society left some in the cold and led others to prosper.
2.  Economic impact, how decisions and impacts were made to protect the self-interest of the individuals or groups they represented.  In addition, how credit affected the economy through every economic cycle.
3.  Political impact, democracy and power, how the emergence of organized government structure among diverse groups led to the emergence and growth of democracy and the power that went with it.  

Objectives
We will come to see history as a process through which we have emerged as a country and culture to this day.  Society today is a result of this diverse and complex past and to gain a better understanding will give us greater awareness and insight into the problems that challenge us.
We will challenge you to develop your critical reading and writing skills.  We will introduce you to sets of complex historical problems, ask you to asses, and analyze the information in order to gain greater understanding of the particular problem with all of its ramifications.

This course will contribute to the following Associate Degree Outcomes:
ADO 5 Understanding human behavior and social systems
Students will learn to:
Recognize factors that determine and govern human behavior.  Distinguish between individual and external factors.
Understand the methods of analysis and interpretation used by historians to explain events and the role of personality in history.
Understand the connection between the economic, social, and political systems in the entire human history (specifically in U.S. history).
Characterize the evolution of the American character by analyzing the combination of influences, such as various traditions, environmental conditions, and opportunities.
ADO 7: Critical Thinking
Students will learn to:
Recognize need for questions and for questioning.
Distinguish between fact, opinion, and influence in reading primary and secondary sources.
Identify the nature of bias in both primary and secondary historical sources.
Recognize how the context of information can be manipulated to impact conclusions.
ADO 9:  Working in small groups
Students will learn to:
Create a general atmosphere of respect for team members.
Recognize the possibility of having different opinions.

Student Requirements
Participate (10 points, objective observation by the professor) in classroom discussions and group participation. This includes answering questions asked by the instructor, asking questions, and participating in group activities.  Please note these points are for participation.  If you do not attend it will be very difficult to participate.  Also, if you do not complete the daily assignment there is no way for me to record participation points.

	Read the assignments before class and take daily quizzes (10 Points).  Each class will have a written assignment that will be part group (outline 10 points) and part individual (paragraph(s) (30 points) for a combined 40 points.  


	Each class will be worth a total of 50 points.  (10 to participate, 10 on a written outline, 10 on a quiz and a paragraph worth 20 points on quiz day or 30 points with out a quiz.  Please note there will be no make up for missed work.  No exceptions.


	Submit one research paper (300 points).


	Take final exam (300 points). 

Grading:  Total Points 2000

Grades will be as follows	
	4.0   2000-1800

	  1799-1700

	  1699-1600

	2.5   1599-1500

	 1499-1400

1.5   1399-1300
	  1299-1200


Research paper;   5 Pages (300 points)
You will determine in consultation with me and my approval by the end of the 4th week of class September 18, 2012 your subject.  This must be submitted to me in writing and I must sign off on the subject.  This sheet must be turned in with the paper of else I will not accept the paper.  It will either be a person or an event.  You will utilize a contemporary modern resource (i.e. internet, encyclopedia, etc.) and will compare it with a scholarly secondary resource (ie. A history book).  The sources are due by the end of the 7th week October 9, 2012, and must be signed off by me.
     You will in the first paragraph summarize the subject (who, what, where, when, and why important).  Your second paragraph will summarize the main comparison points of your topic.  The main comparison points of your paper are due by the end of the 11th week of class November 6, 2012, and must be signed off by me.   The following paragraphs will then compare these main points from your modern source (internet, etc.) to your scholarly work (book).  Your final paragraph will critically analyze the 2 sources.  Which had more information?  Which utilized better written expression?  Which utilized better available resources?  Which was generally more valuable to you as a student? 
     This is not a paper so you can tell me a story that I can find off the internet.  It is an education project designed to utilize available resources and to develop critical thinking skills.  Any paper that uses only internet sources will be graded in half.  Any paper that simply tells me a story will be graded in half.
           No late assignments accepted.  I will give you until the last possible date to turn in papers.  Papers will be due on December 4, 2012.  Early papers will be rewarded with extra points.  
        Choose your topic based on having an available book that you can compare the information to.
       All ideas that are not your own need to be footnoted, exact quotations from other works need to be in quotation marks and footnoted.  All papers need to have a bibliography at the end of the paper citing all sources consulted.  General reference and the course textbook materials are not considered sources for your paper but can assist in giving you direction to get started.
      Papers will be graded on the use of your own words, use of footnotes in your work, amount of analysis, following directions, and general writing skills.
       Papers are to be 5 pages, double spaced, 12 font, 1”margins all around, no header or footer, single title page, one staple upper left hand corner just like this syllabus.  Minus 20 points for every step not followed.
Academic dishonesty (plagiarism or cheating) will result in a course grade of 0.0.
Quizzes, 
Multiple choice questions worth 10 points, based on reading and lecture materials.  On days we do not do a quiz these points will be weighed into the writing activity.
Writing Assignments and Group Activities
You will be given a historical question or set of circumstances history related.  You will work in a group to discuss your question and will be expected to write an outline together.  If we do not do it in class then you are expected to work with a partner outside of class and to disclose who you worked with (10 points per class).  Then, on your own in your own words write a paragraph based on the reading that was to be done before class (30 points per class).  On days we do not break out in groups of have a formal quiz you will still be given a historical question or set of circumstances history related and be expected to write on this subject.  You will still be expected to do an outline and write your paragraphs.  We will always perform at least a written portion either in class of to take home.  Please note no make up assignments are allowed under any circumstance.
Participation
This includes general class participation during lectures and involvement with the group when we break down into small group activities.  When time allows we will take the written activities above and have a group discussion.  You total group participation points will be based upon the unfolding of the class.  If you wait to the end to participate with your group we may not have time to discuss as a class so you will  cut yourself short of opportunity.  So, participate early and often is my recommendation.  (10 points per class)
Final Exam Must Have Green exam book
This is a written exam covering the major topics and themes of the course.  (300 points)
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the office of Learning Support Services at 787-0800, extension 8270/8553 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
“I” Incomplete Grade Policy:

Policy Summary
This policy defines and establishes an Incomplete grade “I” designation in specific instances.  A form is attached that must be used when implementing an “I” designation.
Policy Statement
Extenuating circumstances sometimes prevent otherwise successful students from completing a course by the end of a semester.  Use of the incomplete grade designation allows students extra time to finish a course.  The instructor and student should work together to determine when the work is to be completed.  All work is to be completed no later than the end of the next full length semester.  The instructor will designate the grade earned if the student fails to complete the course objectives within the designated time period.
I-Incomplete:
The incomplete grade is designated for students with extenuating circumstances to allow them to complete the course requirements after the semester or session has ended.  Students may receive an “I” if, in the opinion of the instructor, their work is sufficient in quality, but is lacking in quantity to meet the objectives specified in the course syllabus.  The course objectives are to be satisfactorily completed during the next full length semester or within a shorter period of time as determined by the instructor.  If the student does not complete the course within the designated time period, the Register will replace the “I” grade with the earned grade as assigned by the instructor.
The grade of “I” is not awarded to students who did not attend, or seldom attended, or to those who simply are not pleased with their final grades.  Students receiving an “I” submit only the remaining work that had not been completed at the end of the semester.  Students do not redo work that had already been graded.
Withdraw/Drop Policy:
It is important to note that if you decide for whatever reason, that you do not want to complete this course, you must officially withdraw  by completing a withdraw  form (which can be obtained in the Student Center) on or before the official withdraw deadline.  After that date, your grade will be determined by the grades you’ve earned.  In some cases, this could mean a 0.0 final grade.  I will not drop students from my classes; you are responsible for dropping the class.

                                                                      Course Schedule (subject to change)
Week 1
Monday August 26                   Review Syllabus; Chapter 1-Pre Columbia America
Wednesday August 28	    Chapter 1-The Collision of Cultures
Week 2
Monday September 2                  No Class-Labor Day
Wednesday September 4          Chapter 2 Jamestown, the Mayflower, and Plymouth Rock; 9-6 refund drop no W
Week 3     
Monday September 9                Chapter 2 continued
Wednesday September 11             Chapter 3 Colonial Life  
Week 4
Monday September 16                 Chapter 4 the Rule of the British Empire in North America
Wednesday September 18         Chapter 4 Colonial Breakdown    9-17 Drop with a W
   Research Subjects Due
Week 5  
Monday September 23                       Chapter 5  The American Revolution
Wednesday September 25             Chapter 5 The American Revolution
                                                                             Week 6 
Monday September 30                         Chapter 6  Shaping a Federal Union        
Wednesday October 2                   Chapter 6-Towards a more perfect Union-Creating the Constitution                      
Week 7
Monday October 7                             Chapter 7 The Federalist Era
Wednesday October 9                       Chapter 7-A New Nation 
Research Sources Due 
Week 8 
Monday October 14                Chapter 8 The Early Republic
Wednesday October 16          Chapter 8-The War of 1812
Week 9
Monday October 21                Chapter 9-The Dynamics of growth
Wednesday October 23          Chapter 9-10 Nationalism
Week 10
Monday October 28                Chapter 10 Sectionalism
Wednesday October 30           Chapter 11-Jacksonian America
Week 11
Monday November 4              Chapter 11 Continued
Wednesday November 6         Chapter 12 The Old South
Main Points Due
Week 12
Monday November 11              Chapter 13 Religion, Romanticism, and Reform
Wednesday November 13         Chapter 14 Western Empire  
Week 13
Monday November 18               Chapter 14 continued
Wednesday November 20          No Class Happy Thanksgiving                
Week 14
Monday November 25               Chapter 15-Crisis of the Union-The Gathering Storm
Wednesday November 27          Chapter 15 The center comes Apart
Week 15
Monday December 2                  Chapter 16-The Civil War
Wednesday December 4             Chapter 16 continued 12-4 last day withdraw
Comparison Papers Due-No Late Papers Accepted
Week 16
Monday December 9                  Chapter 16 continued
Wednesday December 11             Final Exam (Need Green Books)

