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Syllabus for ENG 091 BC6 Introduction to Writing		
Fall 2013
3 Credit Hours, MW 1-2:37, WA 116

Instructor: 	 Martha Petry						
Office:  	 	BW 244 
Office Phone: 	517-796-8530
Email Address: 	petrymarthaj@jccmi.edu
Office Hours:  	 MW, 8-11:00 am Central Campus; TR 12:30-1:30 pm, North Campus, and by Appointment. 

Course Materials.  

Our textbook for both ENG 131 and ENG 090 is Writing Today by Richard Johnson-Sheehan and Charles Paine. Second edition. ISBN-13: 978-0-205-21008-4  

The textbook and all other materials and resources are the same as required in ENG 131.  You will not need to purchase additional supplies.  However, just to remind you, I’ve listed them here again.

	A flash drive or thumb drive

Access to a computer and printer outside of class
	5 Folders—one for each of the four essays (each folder will contain all invention-discovery activities, free writings, mappings, initial drafts and revisions) and a folder for the end of semester portfolio.

Most importantly, we’ll use our writing—yours and mine!

Course Description. The JCC Catalog gives this course description of ENG 091: Introduction to Writing:  [Fulfills the same requirements as ENG 090] This is an intensive course to give students a strong foundation for the work of ENG 131.  Students explore genres in order to meet the expectations of audiences for a variety of purposes. A personal approach helps students enhance their writing abilities, resolve writing problems, and explore writing strategies.  An end-of-the-semester portfolio is required. Prerequisite:  ENG 080; Corequisite:  ENG 131A


Benefits
Your ENG 091 course helps you directly in your ENG 131 class.  You can finish both writing courses in the same semester, saving yourself an extra semester in a writing course.  Our ENG 091 features a smaller class size, individual one-on-one conference opportunities, small groups and help that is focused on what you need to be successful.  I will support your efforts while you are challenged to meet ENG 131 objectives—the perfect blend for writing at the college level.


ENG 091 combines the work of two classes that you have enrolled in, called Blended Courses, or BCs.    

ENG 090 students are also enrolled in an ENG 131 class.  The same instructor teaches both classes.  





Associate Degree Outcomes.  The Board of Trustees has determined that all JCC graduates should develop or enhance certain essential skills while enrolled in the college. Several of these Associate Degree Outcomes are addressed in this class, including writing clearly, concisely, and intelligibly and working productively with others, recognizing individual contributions to group success.

Writing Skills that we will work on together include:
	Process—using pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing
Purpose and Audience—understanding how purpose and audience influence style and tone

Organization and Development—using effective organizational structure, examples and details to support ideas and content
Meaning/Understanding—researching and writing for further understanding and knowledge
Use of Sources & Documentation—demonstrating appropriate documentation
Language—attempts and practices correct grammar and mechanics

Team Work Skills that we will work on together include:
	Participating—contributing fully to group work

Making Collective Decisions—establishing procedures for consensus
Supporting Team Members—respecting individual contributions
Evaluating—reflecting on group processes and outcomes
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Blended Courses 
 
ENG 091 is a Blended Course. The goal in this blended course is to have you successfully 
complete both ENG 091 and ENG 131 by the end of the semester. Successfully completing ENG 
131 is required for graduation, so essentially, this class is an opportunity for you to complete an 
essential General Education requirement in one semester. Typically, students placed into the Introduction to Writing class need at least two semesters to meet this requirement. Intro to Writing must be successfully completed in the first semester, followed by a second semester of ENG 131 Writing Experience I, a college course that earns transfer and Associate Degree credits.

This Blended Course, ENG 091, provides you with the opportunity to complete both in one semester. This requires a lot of writing, focused work and time. That‛s why you receive 7 credits for the work of both classes. In this course, as with any writing course, the primary goal is to improve your writing skills.  In both classes of this Blended Course, you will write, rewrite, think about writing, read about writing, and find various uses for writing.  This means you will think critically about written communication by examining words, language, communication, and meaning. 
This work is important. After all, language forms who you are. It shapes how you function and how you view the world.  This means that by writing and sharing your writing, you may discover new things about yourself. You will also reveal things about yourself to others.  This process can be intimidating and sometimes frightening.  It can also be rewarding and sometimes exciting.  Risk-taking is part of the process of improving your writing and of learning.   
   
The classroom environment, the small community of writers that we (as a class) create, will help 
support you in your efforts to become a better writer.  You must willingly help and support others 
in return. During each class period we discuss writing strategies and analyze reading assignments. 
We will also explore ways to stimulate ideas, to develop and organize ideas, to edit, to respond to 
others‛ writing, and to eliminate common grammatical errors.   

You will practice various kinds of writing in class and have time for your own writing in most 
sessions.  The atmosphere is loosely structured and informal, allowing you to progress at your own 
individual pace.  This allows me to observe you in the writing process and offer suggestions or help 
you with specific problems. 
 
This Class—English 091  
 
Class time will be used to talk about and explore strategies for successful writing.  You'll also 
discuss your work for ENG 131 with your classmates, and use class time to draft and revise. 
Sometimes we'll break into pairs or small groups for sharing and responding to each other's 
writing.  Sometimes I'll review strategies with you and get your feedback—a way to see where 
we're going as a group and where we've been.  We'll use course materials to spark writing ideas 
and topics. 
Here’s an easy way to remember what we will be doing in ENG 091:  REAP!!!
§  Review what was done in college-level writing class
§  Evaluate what is working and what is not (students lead inquiry about what’s needed, where more practice is needed)
§  Apply what we are learning by "writing" more
§  Preview what is coming up in college-level writing class
You let me know where, when, and why you need more “coaching,” and then I can direct my teaching to meet your learning needs.
    














Your primary task is to build on the writing skills you already possess and develop new ones in order to improve your writing.  This means that you must practice, experiment, discover, and learn what it 
is you do when write. This self-examination will help you determine your strengths and weaknesses as a writer and help you learn how to overcome problem areas.  I expect you to prepare for the class—read the text and other assigned readings, hand in daily work and drafts on time, share your writing with others, respond to your classmates’ writing, actively participate in class, and work with me individually

My primary task is to do everything I can to assist you in your writing tasks.  I will introduce concepts that may help you become a better writer, lead class discussions, form peer groups, share readings and writings, help you individually and encourage you.


How English 090 and English 131 Are Blended 
   
The policies and grading scale for ENG 090 are the same as for the ENG 131 class. Because the 
goal is for you to earn credit for 131, the 131 policies apply to ENG 090 as well. Refer to the 131 
syllabus for course policies. It‛s important for you to know that you will not be writing another set of the required ENG 131 Essays for ENG 091, nor will you submit a separate Final Portfolio. The essays assigned for ENG 131 will be the same essays needed for the ENG 131 Portfolio. You will submit only one Portfolio for both classes.  Failure to submit the Portfolio will result in automatic course failure for both ENG 090 and ENG 131. 
   
However, you will have separate class assignments and activities for ENG 091 and will receive a 
separate grade for each class. Some of the work will be done in class, and remember, in-class work 
cannot be made-up (see ENG 131 syllabus). Additionally, you will have homework for this class, too. 
To be successful for ENG 091, you need to attend this class and complete all assignments. Not doing he work for ENG 091 means you will not earn credit for ENG 091 and will have less chance of being successful for ENG 131.  
 
Time Management for this BC: You will receive a calendar of readings and assignments for ENG 
131. Additional assignments for ENG 090 will be given for this class. You are expected to read the 
assigned materials and complete homework before class starts.  You should spend about 2 hours 
preparing for each hour of class time.  (That means 12 hours per week outside of the classroom— 
ENG 131 meets for 3 hours per week, ENG 091 also meets for 3 hours per week.)  
 
Small Group Work:  Often in class, you will be asked to complete activities, working as a team.  
Your ability to collaborate, communicate, and contribute effectively in small groups is critical to 
your success. Why? Because you are expected to be a learner who can help foster others‛ learning.  
These skills are essential in work, community, family, and in life.  Employers in our tri-county area 
continually ask that we help students develop critical thinking and collaborative skills.  They know 
that developing these skills need practice and application.  We will be working on both of these— 
critical thinking and collaboration—in our small group activities. FACT: 80 % of workers who are 
fired are not fired because they can‛t do the work; they are fired because they cannot work 
cooperatively with others. We don‛t live or work in isolation, so it is extremely important to practice 
and develop collaborative skills during your college education.  
 
Please refer to ENG 131 Syllabus for policies regarding small group work, classroom policies, participation, grading, extra credit, and academic honesty, etc.  All of those policies also apply to this course, ENG 091.BC6


Attendance.  Regular class attendance is required and is essential to completing this course.  More than three absences during the term will limit your success.  I expect you to let me know when you are unable to attend class.  Reading and daily work need to be completed on time for you to participate well in class. Drafts and revisions need to be completed when assigned so that you and your group or your partner(s) can work effectively.  I will make every effort to accommodate your schedule when there are conflicts between work and school, family and school, this class and others you are taking.  In return, I expect you to make every effort to submit your work on time. 

This additional practice of writing time during class, with feedback from me and from other members of the class is a gift!  Writing in class, working on assignments that will hone and improve your strengths as writers will help you achieve extraordinary results in your ENG 131 course.  But, this can only happen if you are here, engaged, ready to write, ready to listen, ready to be fully present to the writing experience.

Portfolio:  My hope for each and every one of you is to meet the Portfolio requirements for ENG 131.  This is the goal that I hope you will also establish for yourselves.  Should you not meet the portfolio requirements for ENG 131, then I will use the criteria guidelines for ENG 090 in tabulating this part of your course grade for ENG 090.  See Handout.  {We’ll discuss the differences in these two portfolios in class so that you have a complete understanding!)


Again, carefully review your ENG 131 Syllabus, pages 4-7, for information that applies to both ENG 131 and ENG 091.  Please write down any questions that you have, so that we can discuss your concerns or areas that you are confused about.


Please let me know what I can do to help you in your learning or comfort.  I am glad you are here!  Welcome!  Martha
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“You can approach the act of writing with nervousness, excitement, hopefulness, or even despair- the sense that you can never completely put on the page what’s in your mind and heart. You can come to the act with your fists clenched and your eyes narrowed, ready to kick ass and take down names. You can come to it because you want a girl to marry you or because you want to change the world. Come to it any way but lightly. Let me say it again:  you must not come lightly to the blank page.” 

Stephen King, On Writing (106).






