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English 080  Reading Essentials Fall 2013 

__________________________________________________________ 
Instructor: M. Joellen Omo, M.A. 
E-mail:  omomaryj@jccmi.edu 

 
 
 
Textbooks and Supplies 
 

1. Voices and Values by Janet Goldstein 
2. The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 
3. 1 ½ inch 3-ring notebook  
4. 8 ½ x 11, lined, notebook paper (NOT spiral bound) 
5. Ten notebook dividers with tabs 
6. Small spiral notebook or planner 
7. Two packages of 3x5 cards (optional) 
8. Dictionary—Franklin Electronic Dictionary (at Target) or paperback college-level dictionary 

 
 

Course Objectives 
 

 improve reading comprehension 

 demonstrate the use and application of several reading strategies including 
metacognition 

 make connections between what is read and personal experiences 

 write clear, concise summaries of what is read 

 combine information from several reading sources 

 expand vocabulary 

 read for pleasure and for information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:omomaryj@jccmi.edu


Flesch-Kincaid GL 7.0 
 

Associate Degree Outcomes:  The JC Board of Trustees has developed a list of essential skills 
that all graduates should develop.   The Board has said: 
 
 Jackson College’s goal is to prepare students to live productive and meaningful lives. 
 Implicit in this goal are efforts to prepare students to:  (a.) live and work in the 21st 
 century, (b.) be employed in situations which will require retraining several times during 

a productive life, and (c.) function in a rapidly changing international society.  In support 
of these guidelines, ENG080 students will develop critical thinking skills, including the 
ability to 

 generate questions about text before and while reading 
 distinguish between fact and opinion 
 incorporate new knowledge with old 

 
 

Reading is thinking! 
 
The trick to understanding and remembering what you read is to be mentally active while 
reading.  Here is a list of things that active readers do.  In this class, you will learn to do these, 
too.  The more you use these thinking strategies, the better you will be able to understand and 
remember what you read: 
 

1. Determine your purpose.  (What will I get out of this?) 
2. Ask questions.  (What’s going on here?  I wonder why . . . ?) 
3. Make predictions.  (I predict . . .) 
4. Visualize.  (I can picture this.  It looks like . . . . ) 
5. Make connections.  (This reminds me of  . . . . I saw a movie about this.) 
6. Monitor your comprehension.  (Do I understand this?  Which part is confusing? 
7. Find what’s important.  (I’ll underline this.) 
8. Find what’s confusing.  (I’ll highlight this.  I’m confused about  . . . ) 
9. Notice new words.  (I’ll circle this word.  I think it means . . . ) 
10. Use fix-up strategies  (I’m confused here.  I’ll back up to the last part that made 

sense.) 
 
Grading Components 
 
WRITING ABOUT THE ESSAYS:    Your homework guide informs you which essays to study for 
each class---one or sometimes two.  You will read the assigned works and prepare for quizzes 
on them.  You will also write about what you read, thoughtfully and in a typed format.  For each 
reading, you will: 

 First Impressions (FI):  free write for ten minutes, responding to one  of the FI questions 
 Discussion Questions (DQ):  respond to any three of the four questions in the text.  

Restate the question within your answer.  Use evidence from the text to support your 
answer. 
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 Paragraph Assignment (PA):  Choose one of the Paragraph Assignments (or one of the 
Essay Assignments) and answer it.  Dive deeply and use examples, experiences, and 
evidence. 

 
After reading the assigned essay, start each class assignment on the top line of the notebook 
paper.   Write to the end of each line and do not skip any lines.  Put your First Impression in  
your words, not the author’s words and NOT the words of a classmate.  Later, when we read 
The Art of Racing in the Rain, you will have study guide questions, and the same grading 
criteria will apply. 
 
The amount you write affects your grade.    All three components are a part of the assignment 
to be turned in—First Impression, Discussion Questions, and Paragraph Assignment.  Your 
grade will reflect quality and quantity---for the quantity part: 

 ½ page = 1.0 
 1 page = 2.0 
 1.5 pages = 3.0, including the PA 
 2-3 pages = 4.0, including the PA 

 
 
QUIZZES 
 
You will be quizzed on your comprehension of assigned readings.  Sometimes you will know 
about the quizzes in advance, and sometimes, you won’t.  I recommend that you read all 
materials twice.  To do well on these quizzes, keep in mind the ten active reading strategies (in 
the Reading is Thinking! section of this syllabus.)  Also, don’t just “do the assignments.”  (That’s 
boring.)  Instead: 

 Read to be entertained 
 Read to explore ideas 
 Read to think about things in new ways 
 Read to change your life 

You are a college student---find something interesting or useful in what you read. 
 
Every essay in your text is followed by Vocabulary Check and Reading Check exercises.  Part of 
your homework is take time to carefully go through those exercises.  Your grade on both 
comprehension and vocabulary quizzes will be determined by the percentage of correct 
answers. 
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RESEARCH 
 
At the conclusion of reading our class novel, The Art of Racing in the Rain, you will choose one 
topic you would like to learn more about.  Write the paragraph from the book where you found 
this topic on a 3x5 card.  From this topic, you will choose 3 sub-topics and find 10 facts for each 
sub-topic (30 total).  From the notes, you will organize an outline, write a paper, and include a 
works cited page.  A visual aid must also be included when presenting the research. 
Grading scale: 
 Research fact cards   30 points 
 Research outline   20 points 
 Paper     30 points 
 Works Cited    20 points 
 Presentation    40 points 
 Visual Aid    40 points 
   Total             180 points      
 
PERSONAL READING 
 
Using the online book catalog, or by browsing in the library, find a book that interests you.  
Read the book and tell us about it.  If it is fiction, tell a little about the story and why you do or 
don’t recommend that others read it.  If it’s non-fiction, tell us some things that you learned 
and why you do or don’t recommend that others read it.  The more books you read and review, 
the better your grade. 

 One book = 2.0 
 Two books = 3.0 
 Three books = 3.5 
 Four books = 4.0 

 
PARTICIPATION 
 
You are expected to engage actively in all classroom activities, including group and class 
discussions.  Active participation will help you develop “soft skills”: 

 Responsibility, 
 Motivation 
 Self-awareness 
 Industry 
 Mutually supportive relationships 
 Managing your emotions 
 Respecting diversity 
 Believing in yourself 



Flesch-Kincaid GL 7.0 
 

that will serve you well throughout your life.  Actively reviewing and discussing reading 
selections in groups will also make you a stronger reader and increase your enjoyment of the 
readings and the class. 
 
Assignments and Time Management 
 
Weekly, you will receive a list of readings and assignments.  You are expected to read the 
materials and do written responses and preparation for quizzes before class starts.  Plan out 
your week, allotting enough time to compete the assigned work.  You should spend four hours 
preparing for each 2-hour class.  This is how long it will take to read essays, complete the 
vocabulary, and reading checks, and write in your journal.  
 
. 
  
Tutorial Assistance 
 
FREE assistance is available for this class or another class at Jackson College @LISD Tech. 
Christine Brown is the director of The Center for Student Success located in room 106.  To 
obtain specific information on Professional Reading/Writing Labs, stop by Room 106 or the 
office or contact Christine Brown 

 517-265-5515 ext.2206 
 BrownChristiMo2@jccmi.edu 
 Office room 206 

Also, if you received special assistance learning in high school, Christine Brown can help you set 
up accommodations with your instructors.  Stop by and see her! 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
Did you ever copy a friend’s assignment in high school?  In college, you are NEVER allowed to 
submit someone else’s work as your own.  The JC Catalog states, “academic honesty  . . . is the 
ethical behavior that includes producing one’s own work and not representing others’ work as 
one’s own, either by plagiarism, by cheating, or by helping others to do so.” 
 
You are free to work with a classmate or tutor to better understand the selections, or the 
discussion questions, or the assignments.  However, every sentence YOU write and every quiz 
YOU answer must be your own.  If you hand in work that is not 100% your own, you will earn a 
0.0 and will be reported to the dean; if you do it twice, you will fail the course! 
 
Assessing Your Reading Skill Progress 
 
At the beginning and end of the semester, you will take the Nelson-Denny Reading Test.  This 
will help in assessing your progress and determining whether you are ready to proceed into 
ENG085 (college reading) next semester.  One of your personal goals should be to read a lot 
and work hard on improving your reading skill.  Your comprehension scores will generally 
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improve to the extent that you read widely, attend class regularly, and put time AND effort into 
doing assignments. 
 
 
CLASSROOM CONDUCT 
 
Attendance Policy 
 
Missing classes is the most common cause of failure in college.  Attending ENG080 classes is 
mandatory.  A college course is similar to a job in that students are expected to arrive on time, 
stay until the class has finished, and be fully engaged throughout the class.  You are expected to  
present for and fully engaged in class activities, including active reading of articles, discussions 
of reading, case studies, quizzes, and in-class reflections, etc.  What is done in class may not be 
made up; the grade for a missed activity or quiz is a zero. 
 
Late Work 
 
Late work will not be accepted unless you and I have discussed the situation beforehand.  
Sorry—no exceptions.  If you must miss a class, hand in two assignments when you return:  the 
one due the day you were absent and the one due on the day you return.  You will receive 
partial credit for the late homework.  Remember what is done in class may not be made up; 
the grade for a missed activity or quiz is zero. 
 
Policies 
 

1. Smoking on campus is not permitted 
2. Children and pets are not allowed in the building.  Children may not be left 

unattended anywhere on campus unless specifically designated as child care. 
3. Cell phones must be kept in an inaudible mode in the classroom.  Ringing phones 

will result in loss of participation points for the class and/or you will be asked to 
leave for the class period.  This policy governs texting also. 

4. Diversity is celebrated.  Disrespectful comments are actions toward students or 
staff will not be tolerated. 

 
Behavior 
 
It is expected that class members may debate various issues and have differing opinions from 
that of other class members.  This is what makes college a vigorous learning experience.  We 
can all learn from the life experiences of class members that may be different from our own.  
Students displaying inappropriate behavior will be asked to leave and will have to meet with 
the instructor and/or counselor before allowed back in the classroom. 
 

 Treat class members and instructor in a professional and civil manner.  Inappropriate 
remarks or comments directed toward others will not be tolerated. 
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 All persons are expected to dress in conventional attire that exhibits good taste.  Keep in 
mind the 3B’s rule.  (No boob, butts, bellies showing).  Men and women must remove 
their hats in the classroom as befitting any business or learning environment.  However, 
headwear which is word for religious purposes is perfectly acceptable. 


