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Syllabus for MAT 010.71: Basic Mathematics 

MyMathLab® Required 

JCC@LISD-TECH       Fall 2013 

 

Instructor: LB Hilbert 

Phone:  Home: 734.428.8509; Cell: 734.320.2627; E-mail: Hilbertlbl@jccmi.edu 

 

Programs: MyMathLab® (sold separately in JCC the bookstore OR may be purchased online) 

Textbook:  Basic Mathematics: Third Edition by Elayn Martin-Gay (optional) 

Supplies: Pencils (I would suggest automatic pencils as there are no pencil sharpeners in the rooms), a 

large separate eraser (the homework and tests must be done in pencil), a 3-ring notebook, 

dividers, lots of paper, and colored pencils are helpful. 

 

1► Overview of Requirements for Successful Completion of MAT 010: Basic Mathematics 

 

Students must successfully complete required course work. Your grade will depend on your success in 

completing, understanding, and being able use the required course work. 

 

2► Course Outcomes: Students will be able to: 

▪ Compute basic arithmetic operations with whole numbers, fractions, and decimals. 

▪ Demonstrate a basic understanding of metric measurement. 

▪ Compute basic arithmetic operations with signed numbers 

 

NOTE: This class does not meet the mathematics requirements for graduation from JCC and you 

must achieve at least a 2.0 to move on to MAT 020. 

 

The Board of Trustees has determined that all JCC graduates should develop or enhance certain 

essential skills while enrolled in the college. Several of these Associate Degree Outcomes* (see 

below) are addressed in this class: 

ADO 3. Computational skills and understanding appropriate to the program of study 

ADO 4. Critical thinking and problem solving 

*Associate Degree Outcomes: Mathematics is required for graduation from Jackson Community 

College and is a component of general education. General education promotes essential skills and 

understandings that collectively define the educated person 

 

3► Course Topics and Assigned Homework  
See the Class Calendar for a timeline of topics covered, exams and the homework assignments.  

To help you be successful in this class I recommend that you: 

 ▪ Look over the sections to be covered in the textbook that day – Before class 

 ▪ Attend class regularly  

 ▪ Participate in class discussions and please ask questions. 

 ▪ Take notes in class. 

  ▪ The textbook is an additional learning resource. Read the important parts of the textbook and 

work through the examples  

 ▪ Form a study group with other students in the class 

 ▪ Get help early and often 

 ▪ Understand the work by doing the homework assignments 

 ▪ Read and understand the syllabus and class calendar 

 ▪ Have access to the internet and to be able to log on to JetNet & MyMathLab® 

 ▪ I expect you to spend 8 to 12 hours a week outside of class working on and learning mathematics 
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4► Course Requirements and Grading System is based on 1000 points  

Students must successfully complete required course work. Your grade will depend on your success on the 

required course work. 

 

 

 

Requirements 

 

Points 

Percent 

of Grade 

Exams**: Four exams at 125 points or 12.5% each. 

You may use no notes and no calculator. The 

tests will be comprehensive. 

 

500 

 

50% 

Final Exam  (Comprehensive) 

 You may use no notes and no calculator. 

 

200 

 

20% 

Homework  150 15% 

 Quizzes (120 points) 

  and Participation (30 points) 

 

150 

 

15% 

Total 1000 100% 

 

 

 
A visual representation of the weight of each area of the 1000 points. 

 

 

About extra credit…“The mathematics department strongly recommends that extra credit not be offered in 

mathematics courses.  In order to foster a collegiate environment, maintain the integrity of student grades, 

and provide for proper student placement and advancement through sequenced courses, the department 

believes this to be in the best interests of both students and faculty. Extra credit is understood to include 

bonus points on a test or assignment, separate extra credit assignments, and other forms of providing 

opportunities for more than 100% credit.”  

 

**Exams: If you must miss a exam, you must actually talk with me, before the exam is given in class, to 

discuss options for taking the exam. Once an exam is returned, no make-up exam will be given. See the 

Class Calendar for the dates of the exams and the primary focus of each one. Please note that revisions to the 

Class Calendar may be necessary because of unforeseen circumstances. It is important to attend class 

regularly to be sure you are up to date on these revisions. 

Exam #1 
12.5% 

Exam #2 
12.5% 

Exam #3 
12.5% 

Exam #4 
12.5% 

Final Exam 
20.0% 

Homework 
15.0% 

Quizzes 
12.0% 

Participation 
3.0% 
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My Areas of Responsibility 
 

 Accessibility – E-mail me; call me at home (07:00 until 22:00) I do not have established ‘office hours’ as 

I have no office, however I am usually available before and after class. You may set up an appointment with 

me by seeing me before or after class or by e-mail, text, or phone. You may check if I’m in the building by 

going to the main office and asking for me. You may also print additional copies of the Calendar or Syllabus 

from JetNet. I will be honored to assist you with your questions concerning this class or your college 

experience.  

 

 Timeliness – The classroom will be organized using a business model. This class is my chosen work; 

therefore I will be prepared, I will start each class on time, and end on time. I will base my start and end 

times on my cell phone time. I will provide timely feedback on your work. 

 

Your Areas of Responsibility 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Timeliness – This class is your chosen work; therefore I expect you in class, before the start of each class 

so that by the time class starts you are settled in, with your materials ready to start the class. Coming in late 

to my class (your work) is unacceptable, irresponsible, disrespectful, and disruptive to the entire class. If you 

are late to class (the door will be closed), I expect you to wait in the hall, outside the classroom, until I invite 

you in. I will invite you in after I have answered any questions about the previous day’s homework and 

before I present any new material. I expect that you stay in class until dismissed. 

 Attendance and Participation – You will get the most from this course by attending every class, 

participating in the learning activities in class, online, and completing the assignments. If you miss my class 

(your work), I trust that you had a good reason to do so. I don’t want to or need to know what that reason is. 

You missed a day of work and you will accept the consequences of your choice. 

 When you are in my class I expect you to treat me and your peers with honesty, respect and courtesy. 

Turn off your phones, pagers etc. You are an adult; you are free to leave at any time. 

 This is a mathematics class, if you wish to do something, other than work on math, please have the 

courtesy to leave the class and do your work elsewhere.  

 You are all adults and will be treated as such. If you need to leave the class, then leave quietly and as 

unobtrusively as possible by using the back and side of the classroom. 

 I expect you to spend 8 to 12 hours a week outside of class working on and learning mathematics, the 

study of the relationships among numbers, shapes, and quantities. It uses signs, symbols, and proofs and 

includes arithmetic (the branch of mathematics that deals with addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 

division), algebra, calculus, geometry, trigonometry, and many other areas of study. 

 During class work time, you are encouraged to ask questions of me and work with other students, when 

appropriate.  This is primarily a learning time, not an assessment time. 

 Work - You must successfully complete required course work. Your grade will depend on your success 

on the required course work. 

 

 

This course is like life: you will get out of it what you put in to it. 
 

Those Who Ask the Questions 
 . . . Get Smarter! 
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Homework, Quizzes, and Participation Grades: 
 

Homework: 

 Written homework must be turned in by the end of class, on the day it is due and it must be done in 

pencil. It must be stapled in the upper left hand corner, your full name (printed clearly), my name (spelled 

correctly) along with the class, and days of the class in the upper right hand corner on at least the first page, 

and each section of your homework must be clearly labeled. As an example: 

 

Your Name goes here 

No periods or space   LB Hilbert 

MAT 010, M-W Afternoons 

 

  Your homework is your work’s work. It represents you, it tells your employer (me) what you think of 

yourself and it tells your employer (me) what you think of them (me). Work that lacks a positive pride of 

ownership will be graded worse than not doing the homework. 

 You must show all your work for each problem or it will not count towards the homework part of your 

grade. Your homework will be checked for completeness and returned.  

 

 The largest part of your homework will be submitted through MyMathLab®. You will be able to practice 

and learn by: 

 Reading each section in your textbook. 

 Using the resources in MyMathLab®, such as worked examples, step-by-step solutions to problems, 

video clips for each section in your textbook, the study guide, the quizzes, and for some sample 

problems. 

 You will receive a homework grade by: 

1. Doing the homework problems listed in MyMathLab®. You will receive immediate feedback 

when you do homework. MyMathLab® will grade it, and allow you to view a correct solution 

and present opportunities to learn the correct way to do the problem, if you miss a problem. 

2. You may choose to redo your MyMathLab® homework at your discretion. This means that if you 

are not satisfied with your learning and/or your grade on the homework, you may ask 

MyMathLab® for similar problems to complete. Your homework grade will be updated to reflect 

your performance on the new problems. You are welcome to do homework as many times as you 

like until you are satisfied that you understand the material and are comfortable with your grade. 

3. IMPORTANT: I strongly suggest that you keep a homework notebook, in which you work each 

homework problem in a neat and organized way. This notebook will be valuable to you when you 

go to study for chapter quizzes and for course exams. It is also excellent practice for the pencil-

and-paper course exams. 

 

Your MyMathLab® homework for all classes assigned before an exam will be due at the start of that 

exam on those chapter(s). Your MyMathLab® Homework Average (Mean) grade (as calculated from your 

individual homework grades by MyMathLab®) will be used to determine that exam’s homework grade. I 

will calculate your current MyMathLab® Homework Average grade as it is at the beginning of class on the 

day of the exam. The grade used for determining your homework grade for the final exam will be the 

average of all your improved MyMathLab® homework grades for the entire semester. 

Your final MyMathLab® Homework grade will be the average (mean) of your four previously earned 

MyMathLab® homework grades and your final exam homework grade.  

 

Exam #1 Exam #2 Exam #3 Exam #4 Final Exam Final Grade 

Average of 

Class 1 to 6 

Average of 

Class 8 to 11 

Average of 

Class 13 to 17 

Average of 

Class 19 to 25 

Average of 

Class 1 to 25 

Average of the 5 

Exam Grades 
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Your MyMathLab® carries three times the weight of your written homework. 
 

Remember that you may continue to improve your homework grade throughout the semester by 

reworking problems that you missed. You will learn a lot more, understand more, and probably get a 

better grade by doing the current homework BEFORE each exam rather than doing all the homework 

just prior to the final exam. 

 

Quizzes: 
 There will be between eleven and fifteen quizzes. Ten quizzes will be taken in MyMathLab (10 pts each), 

the rest may be or may not be announced. 

  

Participation: 

 It will be your job to teach me your name and who you are (30 points). This is a necessary job and life 

skill. 

 

Please Note: Your success will depend much more on the time 

you actually spend understanding the principles and concepts 

of the assignments then just completing the assignments. There 

is a significant difference between doing the homework and 

learning mathematics.  
 

4►Participation Grades 
 To comply with Federal Regulations, I am to grade you after about two weeks, five weeks, and eight 

weeks from the start of the course. These grades are letter grades 

 “V”—“verifies” that you are participating 

 “H”—means that you are participating but your work is not acceptable and you may need help to be 

successful 

 “Q”—means that you have not participated and have really quit 

 If you receive a “Q”, I have dropped you from the course. 

 If you receive an “H”, the Office for Student Success will contact you and offer to help you. 

 

5► Special Grading Situations 

 Because courses vary in length, it is critical that you check the last day to drop or withdraw by going to 

www.jccmi.edu , under ‘Quick Links’ choose “Drop Classes”.  

 Although I may withdraw you for non-participation before midterm, only you can initiate a withdrawal 

after midterm. If you want to withdraw, you will need to do it yourself. It is ultimately the responsibility of 

the student to withdraw from the course. You should also talk with me and contact your counselor when 

considering a withdrawal. 

 

Audits: Must be registered during the first week of class. You will not receive a grade or credit for the 

course and you are not required to turn in any of the assigned work or take the tests. 

 

Incompletes will be given only in accordance with JCC policy. (Excerpt from JCC policy; see instructor for 

a copy of the complete policy.) A student may request an incomplete from the instructor. The incomplete 

will be granted only if the student can provide documentation that his or her work up to that point is 

sufficient in quality, but lacking in quantity, due to circumstances beyond the student’s control. Furthermore, 

https://groupware.jccmi.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.jccmi.edu/
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a written plan for making up the missing work within one semester must be completed by the student. Final 

determination of whether an incomplete will be given is the instructor’s decision. 

6► Points to Grade 

 

Points Percentage Grade  

900-1000 90-100% 4.0 Excellent  
850-899 85-89% 

 
3.5   

800-849 80-84% 
 

3.0 Superior  
750-799 75-79% 

 
2.5   

700-749 70-74% 
 

2.0 Average  
650-699 65-69% 

 
1.5 Not passing  

600-649 60-64% 
 

1.0   
500-599 50-59% 

 
0.5 

 
  

<500 <50% 
 

0.0 
 

 

 

 

7► Late Work Policy  

▪ Homework must be turned in by the end of the class, on the day it is due (which is the class after 

it is assigned) or it is late and will not count towards your homework grade. 

  ▪ I don’t accept late work. 

 

8► Available Help 

If you are having difficulty with the class material or any other class or college related challenges, please 

contact me as soon as possible. I am available for help outside of class.  

Tutors, and other services for academic success, can be found by speaking with Christine Brown, (Room 

206) or by calling 517.769.8415 or by stopping by the Center for Student Success, Bert Walker Hall. 

Students requiring special assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) 

should contact the Center for Student Success or Ann Iseda (Room 206). 

 

Other General Information 
 

JetNet – is a program that is accessible by all students from on campus or at home from the JCC homepage. I 

will post all of your exam grades on JetNet which is found under the Online Classes section of the JCC’s 

main web site page. I also post color copies of your syllabus and class/homework calendar which you may 

download or print. 

 

E-Services – is a program that is accessible by all students from on campus or at home from the JCC 

homepage. I will post all of your QVH grades here and this is where I will post your Final Course grade. 

 

Instructional Philosophy: Education is a self-initiated, active, goal-directed process, leading to a change 

and/or expansion of the students understanding of and ability to use the subject material. You are responsible 

and accountable for your learning process. I should be viewed as a facilitator and a resource person to assist 

you in your journey. I will not deprive you of the consequences of your actions. 
 

Collaboration While JCC encourages students to collaborate in study groups, work teams, and with lab 

partners, each student should take responsibility for accurately representing their own contribution. 

 

Academic Honesty: (Excerpt from JCC policy: see instructor for a copy of the complete policy.) Academic 

Honesty is expected of all students. It is the ethical behavior that includes producing their own work and not 

representing others’ as their own, either by plagiarism, by cheating or by helping others to do so. Faculty 
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members who suspect a student of academic dishonesty may penalize the student by assigning a failing grade 

for the paper, project, report, exam or the course itself. 

 

Audits: Must be registered during the first week of class. You will not receive a grade or credit for the 

course and you are not required to turn in any of the assigned work or take the tests. 

 

General College Policies: Please read and acquaint yourself with the policies and procedures of the college 

as specified in the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. 

 

School Closing Policy 

 If JCC @ LISD TECH (not JCC) is to be closed due to weather conditions, the local radio stations will 

be notified. The campus will be open for classes if you do not hear an announcement that the JCC @ LISD 

TECH is closed. Day and Evening classes may be closed separately. It is your responsibility to evaluate your 

own conditions and to decide whether it is safe for you to travel to and from the campus. 

 

 

 

 


