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“We in American do not have government by the majority.  
We have government by the majority who participate.” 

Thomas Jefferson 
 
 

JACKSON COLLEGE 
COURSE SYLLABUS – FALL 2013 

 
PLS 141-01: AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY, 11:00AM-12:27PM, NORTH CAMPUS RM 102 
 
Instructor:  Zachary C. Smith, Ph.D 
  Email: SmithZacharyC@jccmi.edu 
  Office:  
  Office Hours: Monday and by appointment 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Develops a systematic framework for the interpretation of political activity in the United 
States. Numerous models explain the theoretical foundations of government and the 
decision making process.  
Prerequisites: Eng 085* and ENG 090* 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

 To explore what relevance national government has to your life. Government has a 
great influence over the lives of its citizens. Realized or not, you have a direct and 
personal stake in how it operates and consequently, this course aims to help you not 
only understand how essential citizen participation is to democracy, but also how 
you as a citizen can impact your government. 
 

 To develop analytic skills that will make it possible to critically evaluate 
governmental actions and actors. To have a meaningful impact upon government 
you need to be able to peal away the rhetoric and make independent evaluations of 
the issues challenging us as a society.     

 

ASSOCIATE DEGREE OUTCOMES FOR AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT (PLS 141) 

In conjunction with the above objectives, successful students will also work on the 
following areas: 

 Explaining the dynamic interaction of liberty, equality, and democracy and address 
the behavioral implications of prioritizing these values. Student will clearly explain 
this behavior in a historical context (ADO 5: Human Behavior, Proficient) 
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 Initiating and sustaining discussion addressing the meaning and implications of one 

ideological perspective over another (ADO 5: Human Behavior, Proficient) 

 

 Demonstrating an interest in learning and recognizing the need for questions (ADO: 
Curiosity, Developing). 

 

 Incorporating new knowledge with old, and converting complex concepts into useful 
personal language. Solving new problems in new contexts (ADO 7: Critical Thinking, 
Developing). 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students are expected to do all of the assigned reading and attend lectures prepared to 
engage the material.  Students should also monitor current events as they relate to 
politics and policy during the semester by reading a major daily newspaper - or their 
website - (Detroit Free-Press, New York Times, Washington Post, website (CNN.com, 
politico.com. RealClearPolitics.com), or watching the national nightly news (ABC, CBS, 
NBC, BBC, PBS, The Daily Show, The Colbert Report).  

Reading 

Ginsburg, Benjamin, Theodore J. Lowi, Margaret Weir, and Caroline Tolbert, We The 
People: An Introduction to American Politics, 9th ed. New York: W.W. Norton and 
Company.  

All of the reading assignments listed in the course syllabus, as are those that 
will be posted on JetNet, are required and it is critical that you complete each 
week’s reading to fully understand the week’s lessons, engage in the discussion forum, 
and prepare for the assignments and exams.  

Quizzes 

Most weeks you will be asked to log onto JetNet and take a quiz on that weeks’ assigned 
chapters. These quizzes will be automatically entered into your JetNet gradebook. 

You will be able to retake the quiz if you get kicked off the computer or you wish to gain 
a higher score. The computer gradebook will log your highest score. Also, once you have 
hit “submit” don’t hit the “back” prompt – navigate to your next destination using the 
links on the left side of the screen. Using the “back” button after hitting “submit” could 
undo your quiz. 

Participation and Attendance 

A portion of many classes will be devoted to the discussion of the assigned readings. 
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Fifteen percent of your grade for this course will be determined by your participation in 
discussions and online.  Of course, in order to participate, one must show up to the 
discussion and log into JetNet.  Attendance in class is mandatory, and unexcused 
absences will lower your grade.  

Excused absences are for medical reasons (with a doctors note) and family emergencies 
only. If you cannot make class for whatever reason, I would appreciate an email 
informing me you will not be in class – this does not mean it is excused, but it is a 
courtesy. In addition, excessive tardiness will count as an absence. Three consecutive 
unexcused absences will result in you getting dropped from the course. 

For your in class participation, please keep in mind that you will be graded not just on 
the quantity, but also on the quality of your contributions.  This requires that you come 
to class prepared, having read and thought about the material for which you are 
responsible.  Remember, you are responsible for providing the substance of our 
discussions.  I am merely here to guide and to pose questions. 

I realize that some of you may not feel comfortable speaking in front of your classmates 
(I was once one of you!), but I am confident that each and every one of you has a 
valuable contribution to make.  If you have something to say, don’t be afraid to say it!  It 
may be a cliché, but the only stupid comment or question is the one not said or asked.  
It’s my job to make our discussions as comfortable as possible for everyone—it’s your 
job not to be shy. 

Contribution can also be online, as there will be a forum to discuss each week’s topics. 
These forum posts should be thoughtful, scholarly and academic. This is not a place for 
discourteous or thoughtless opinions. When making a comment you should take into 
consideration the lecture material and readings to support your ideas. 

JetNet - http://jetnet.jccmi.edu/ - is our class website and it is part of your participation 
grade. It is necessary to regularly check in on JetNet so that you can print out and read 
assignments and extra readings, and are aware of any new course announcements.  

Essay 

One five to seven page paper is required; further information for the assignment will be 
distributed in class.  

Tests 

There will be two tests, a midterm and a final exam, given in class.  

 

GRADING POLICY 

Midterm Exam - 15% of grade,  

Final Exam - 25% of grade 

Term Paper – 20% of grade 
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Quizzes – 25% of grade 

Participation – 15% of grade  

 

MAKE-UP AND LATE WORK POLICY 

Make up exams will be considered on a case-by-case basis on the judgment of the instructor. 
To schedule a make-up exam you must contact the instructor before hand.  

Late work will not be accepted.  

INCOMPLETE POLICY 

Students may receive an “I” if, at least 90 percent (or as otherwise designated within the 
course syllabus), of the coursework is completed with an average grade of 2.0 to meet 
the objectives as specified in the course syllabus. The course objectives are to be 
satisfactorily completed during the next semester or within a shorter period of time as 
determined by the instructor. The instructor and student shall work together to 
determine when the work is to be completed taking into consideration any extenuating 
circumstances which may cause the one semester to be extended; however, a due date is 
required and may not exceed one year. If the student does not complete the course 
within the designated period, the Registrar will replace the “I” grade with the earned 
grade as originally assigned by the instructor on the Incomplete Grade form after one 
year. 

The grade of “I” is not awarded to students who did not attend, or seldom attended, or 
to those who simply are not pleased with their final grades. Students receiving an “I” 
submit only the remaining work that had not been completed at the end of the semester. 
Students do not redo work that had already been graded or reregister for the course. 

For more information see: 
http://www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics/Policies/1003.pdf 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Academic Honesty: Is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of 
their own work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by 
helping others to do so. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses, and the 
consequences for doing so will be at the least, a zero for the assignment, and possibly for 
the course.  
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY 
Students are expected to shut off all electronic devices or not bring them to class. Cell 
phones, beepers, and music devices cause disturbance during class distracting you as 
well as the instructor and your fellow classmates. Text messaging is NOT allowed during 
the class nor is engaging in any kind of social media (such as Facebook).  The use of 
laptops, video recorders and tape recorders are allowed only with the instructor’s 
permission. To encourage you to respect this policy, I award all of you 5 extra credit 
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points toward your lowest test score.  These points are yours to lose.  Every time your 
cell phone rings or I discover you texting in class you will lose 1 point for yourself and 
for every person in the class. 

COMMUNICATION WITH INSTRUCTOR 

The best way to contact me via email: SmithZacharyC@jccmi.edu.  I will do my best to 
respond to you within 24 hours.  
 
E-mails should be written professionally, in the same manner as assignments. E-mails 
should be written professionally, in the same manner as assignments. Please 
communicate via email about anything related to class structure or material.  If we 
discuss any difficulties you have with the class early on, I can give assistance and 
guidance before your grade suffers.   Also, in grading, I value improvement and hard 
work over the course of the semester, and I will work with you to help you to learn the 
material and to raise your grade as the semester progresses.  

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE AND PROFESSIONALISM  

Since the classroom is a learning community, students are expected to show mutual 
respect and consideration.  I see students as professionals, and treat them with the 
respect I would my colleagues. In return, I expect that I am treated with professionalism 
and courtesy, and that students treat their classmates with respect as well. Disruptions 
(including late arrivals) are unfair to students who are here to learn and will not be 
tolerated.  After the instructor informs you of inappropriate or distracting behavior, you 
will be allowed to modify your actions.  Each subsequent offense may result in the 
lowering of your average by 2 percentage points. 

Students are expected to: 

• Be on time for class. If late arrival was unavoidable, get prepared before you enter 
the room accordingly: remove notebook, pen/pencil etc. from your bag before 
you come in and sit as close to the door as possible. If you know you must leave 
early-talk to the instructor before class, sit as close to the door as possible and 
exit quickly and quietly. 

• Refrain from talking or whispering with others (REGARDLESS OF TOPIC) or 
interrupting the instructor, this is rude to others as well as the instructor 

• Raise your hand to ask a question 
• Treat others the way THEY wish to be treated 
• Confine trips to the pencil sharpener, trash or restroom to before or after class 
• Refrain from talking interrupting, interrupting, disturbing the class with electronic 

devices etc. Turn off all electronic devices such as mobile devices, iPods, and 
pagers before the beginning of class. 

• Audio (not video) taping of lectures is allowed. 
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COURSE CALENDAR 

Week 1 

Aug. 26 – Introduction 

Aug. 28 – American Political Culture (WTP, Ch. 1)  

Week 2 

Sept. 4 – Founding Ideas (WTP, Ch. 2)  

Week 3 

Sept. 9 – Founding Documents (Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, 
Federalist Papers #10 and #51 in WTP) 

Sept. 11 – Federalism (WTP, Ch. 3) 

Week 4 

Sept. 16 – State and Local Government (Reading TBD) 

Sept. 18 – Civil Liberties (WTP, Ch. 4) 

Week 5 

Sept. 23 – Civil Rights (WTP, Ch. 5) 

Sept. 25 – Civil Rights (Martin Luther King: Letter from a Birmingham Jail) 

Week 6 

Sept. 30 – Congress (WTP, Ch. 12)   

Oct. 2 – Congress (Reading TBD) 

Week 7 

Oct. 7 – The Presidency (WTP, Ch. 13) 

Oct. 9 – The Bureaucracy (WTP, Ch. 14) 

Week 8 

Oct. 14 – The Judiciary (WTP, Ch. 15) 

Oct. 16 – Midterm Exam 

Week 9 

Oct. 21 – Public Opinion (WTP, Ch. 6) 

Oct. 23 – Political Participation and Voting (WTP, Ch. 8) 
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Week 10 

Oct. 28 – Campaigns and Elections (WTP, Ch. 10) 

Oct. 30 – Politics and the Media (WTP, Ch. 7) 

Week 11 

Nov. 4 – Interest Groups (WTP, Ch. 11)  

Nov. 6 – Political Parties (WTP, Ch. 9) 

Week 12 

Nov. 11 – Campaign Finance Reform (Reading TBD) Term Paper Due 

Nov. 13 – Government and the Economy (WTP, Ch. 16) 

Week 13 

Nov. 18 – Social Policy (WTP, Ch. 17) 

Nov. 20 – Current Events Issues (Reading TBD) 

Week 14 

Nov. 25 – Foreign Policy (WTP, Ch. 18) 

Nov. 27 – No Class – Happy Thanksgiving! 

Week 15 

Dec. 2 – Foreign Policy Issues (Reading TBD) 

Dec. 4 – Citizen Participation (Reading TBD) 

Week 16	  

Dec.	  9	  –	  Course Wrap Up and Review	  

Dec.	  11	  –	  Final	  

	  

	  


