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ENG256—20th Century American Literature
Instructor: Katie Piper Greulich
Time: T/TH  9:00am-11:57am 
Location: JCC @ LISD Room 105
Office Hours: T/TH from 3:00-4:00pm and W from 8am-4pm
Office Location: 235 Bert Walker Hall; room 207 at JCC @ LISD 
Email: greulickatherij@jccmi.edu 


Course Description:
Students examine the literature and culture of America from 1890 to the present, with emphasis on the development of organic and post-modern writing in narrative, poetic and critical modes. 

Welcome!
The 20th Century was America’s literary hay-day, producing writers who were critical of society and incredibly innovative.  Innovations in poetry and fiction during the 20th century put American writers on the literary map, producing Pulitzer and Nobel Prize winners, and re-envisioning the literary traditions that influenced much of America’s 19th century writing.  This need to innovate—in art and politics—is reflective of America’s Modern (1910-1945) and Postmodern (1945-present) literary movements, corresponding roughly with the first and second halves of the 20th century. This is the literature that created the liberal, democratic society that we enjoy today.  As a result, the readings that we will do in this class will deal with many of the same anxieties that define 21st century America, including race, gender, class, technology, environmentalism, and identity.  

Studying literature is demanding and requires that we develop and practice three key skills: 

First, students should expect to practice active reading and study skills throughout the semester.  Although we will not be covering all of the literature from this century in our short 7-week class, we will be covering quite a bit of material.  You should expect to read for several hours each week outside of class time. Reading for class is necessary in order to understand and participate fully in discussion.  

Secondly, understanding and appreciating literature requires that we also study the political and historical context which created and inspired our authors. Expect to spend time researching and studying the history of these texts and authors as we read our way through the semester. Expect to participate in teaching your classmates about historical and literary movements, and to use our library system regularly.  Internet research is limited in this course, although we will use Internet sources on occasion.  

Finally, studying literature at a proficient level requires the ability to critically analyze and write about a text (otherwise known as literary analysis). Strong literature students practice strong writing techniques, and this course will help you develop this literacy skill. Expect to learn literary conventions and tools, and to compose assignments that describe how these conventions and tools create meaning in the text.  

Prerequisite:
ENG085* and ENG131

Required Materials:
Heath Anthology Vol D and E: ISBN-10—0618533001 and 061853301x
	Access to your JCC email account and JetNet
Books, pen/pencil and paper at every class meeting
	Poetry Magazine’s app for iPhone or Android (not required, but nice to have!)



Performance Objectives:
The goals of this course are to encourage an informed understanding of our American literature and to train students in the critical reading and writing skills of literary texts.  When students leave this course, they will be prepared to write and read about literary texts at a proficient level.   Additionally, the course goal incorporates specific Associate Degree Outcomes (ADOs) established by the JCC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve. ADOs guarantee students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in many certification programs. The ADOs addressed in this course are: 
ADO 1 at the Developing Level—Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly
ADO 6 at the Proficient Level—Understanding and Appreciating Aesthetic Experience and
Artistic Creativity
Students will complete short weekly essays and imitations, one researched literary analysis essay and one exam that assess the development of these course goals.  
 
Assignments and Grading:

You will be responsible for completing the assessment portions of this course in their entirety. They are listed below:

The Essay—The best way to understand literature it to write about it! To do this, we will write one critical analysis essay of 4-6 pages.  This essay will ask you to closely examine and analyze (close read) one or two texts (most likely poems, since our course is focused on poetry). Prompts that list possible topics for the essay will be handed out closer to the due dates.  The Essay should be typed in 12 pt font, double-spaced with 1” margins.  Handwritten work will not be accepted.  All essays should use MLA format and citation procedures, following the most updated version, which is the 2009 version.  MLA help can be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/.  The essay is worth 30% of the final grade; we will be working on this essay and turning in drafts throughout the semester, but it is due in its final form on August 6th, 2013.

The Final Exam—This exam will test your knowledge of the entire breadth and depth of course material (i.e. Cumulative exam). It will include both short-answer and essay questions. The Final exam is worth 20% of your final grade and will take place on August 8th (the final day of class). 

JetNet Homework Assignments—In order to keep you motivated to read and to help you prepare for in-class conversations, exams and essay writing, we will be discussing our reading outside of class time on our course discussion board located in JetNet.  You will be responsible for two kinds of JetNet assignments:

One-page, single-spaced critical essays that respond to the prompt of the week, plus commentary on others’ responses (aka one-pagers).  You will have a choice of prompts about which you may respond; please type your response in a Word document, and then copy and paste to the discussion board forum as a reply.  You should also email your response to me at greulickatherij@jccmi.edu. After posting your response, you will need to post a 250-500 word comment on 1 other classmate’s one-pager.  One-page essays should be uploaded by 11:59pm on Sunday evening in order for classmates to comment on responses by 9:00am on Tuesday morning. Late one-pagers and comments will not be read or included in the final grade. One-pagers and comments will be worth 25% of the final grade.

Short, creative imitations of the poetry and prose that we are reading.  Imitating authors’ writing styles helps you remember and understand their differing techniques—this not only helps you study for your exams, but write better critical papers too.  Instructions about how to imitate will be discussed in class, as well as posted to JetNet.  You will be able to choose which author you want to imitate for the week from a selection that I have posted to JetNet.  Please type your response in a Word document (or handwrite your poetry), and then copy and paste to the discussion board forum as a reply. Imitations should be posted by the class period after which they are assigned; see the assignment schedule.  Late imitations will not be read or included in the final grade. Most importantly, have fun with these imitations! There is no right or wrong way to do them.  Think about imitations as drills that build skill, like practicing yoga poses, passing a basketball, or chopping and sautéing techniques.  I will be grading these imitations on thoughtful completion only, but will provide commentary and feedback. Imitations are worth 25% of the final grade.

*What Is Thoughtful Completion?—Many students assume that if they simply write something on the page, they will get credit for this assignment.  This is not the case.  I need to see the following:
1. Evidence that you have followed the poet’s original form and style, including the rhyme scheme and meter.  Play around with this form and meter, but the point of imitations are to learn poetic structures!
2. In addition, make sure that your imitations engage with the original thematic of the poet’s work; for example, if you are imitating Allen Ginsburg, you will want to create a poem that takes on a political issue in your life now, since much of Ginsburg’s poetry is deeply political. If you are imitating Robert Frost, you might write a poem about nature from a 21st century perspective.  If you are imitating Philip Levine, you might write a poem about work in the 21st century.  The point of these assignments is to get you to think about and remember other poets’ work by reinterpreting it! 

Grading Scale:
95-100% = 4.0
89-94% = 3.5
84-88% = 3.0
78-83% = 2.5
72-77% = 2.0
66-71% = 1.5
60-65% = 1.0
55-59% = 0.5
0-54% = 0.0

*Policies, Assignments, Texts and Readings listed on this syllabus and assignment schedule are subject to change; please check email and attend class regularly to catch updates.

Course Policies:

Attendance Policy: 
	You are allowed ONE absence this semester, for any reason; more than one absence will result in a deduction of 3% points from the final grade per absence.  If you are not in your chair when I take attendance at the beginning of class, you will be counted absent, with the exception of the first week of class.  Do not be tardy; arriving late is inconsiderate and a poor use of your time and tuition dollars.

Additionally, on assigned due dates—mandated by federal law— I will send an attendance report to Student Services. If you are not attending class, you will receive a Q grade (withdrawn from the class); if your attendance is spotty, you will receive an H grade (referred to a counselor/advisor).  If you are attending and doing well, you will receive a V grade, which requires no action on your part.





Tutoring and Office Hours:
I hold 10 office hours per week, to meet with students to assist with drafts, to answer questions, and to help solve issues related to the course.  If you have a problem regarding the class, please let me know in an email or during an office visit. Please do not interrupt class time to discuss personal issues related to the course.  My office hours and location are posted at the top of the syllabus; please come by at any time during these hours.  No appointment is necessary during posted office hours, but I will take a few appointments outside of office hours, if necessary. 
	Because I teach at both Jackson and Adrian locations, Wednesday office hours will be held in both locations. On odd-numbered Wednesdays, I will be at the Jackson campus; on even-numbered Wednesdays, I will be at JCC @ LISD-Tech.  Please plan accordingly.
Please be aware that several places on campus provide academic and other help. These include the library, located in William Atkinson Hall, the Center for Student Success and the One Stop Student Center, located on the first floor of Bert Walker Hall.  Call (517) 796-8415 for tutoring help.
 
Classroom Etiquette:
Please maintain a positive, encouraging attitude in class. 
Please listen carefully to my directions; if something is not clear, please ask. 
Please treat me and others with respect at all times.  I reserve the right to ask disruptive students to leave my classroom.
Please arrive on time.
No cell phones, unless otherwise instructed.  Students caught texting will be asked to leave and will take an absence for the day.
Please consult the JCC catalog for information about withdrawal, audit, and incomplete policies. 

Plagiarism:
Plagiarized work will be assigned 0.0.   Please read JCC's Academic Honesty Policy.  


ENG256—71 Syllabus Contract
Instructor: Katie Piper Greulich
Spring 2013

Please read the Syllabus Contract below, and sign/date by our next class meeting on June 25, 2013. 

My signature below certifies that I have read this syllabus in detail and understand the course assignments, policies and grading system listed there. I understand that the instructor will uphold to the best of her ability all policies, assignments and grading systems here.  I know that she reserves the right to make moderate changes to the syllabus as she sees fit.  I know that she will announce all changes clearly to me via course communication (email, class announcements).
  
I understand that this syllabus is a binding contract for this course and will be referred to in case of grievance.  I understand that I am responsible for knowing the requirements of this course and completing those requirements to the best of my ability.

_______________________________________________________________________________(print) 

_______________________________________________________________________________(sign) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________(date)


