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                                 22 Spring Semester  

American Literature: 19th Century 

ENG 255.I50 
Number of Credits: 3 

Days Class Meets: Online class (see due dates for readings, tasks, and assignments in schedule) 

Meeting Times: Online class (see due dates for readings, tasks, and assignments in schedule)  

Location/Venue: JetNet  

Instructor: Dr. Brandon Anderson  

Contact Phone: 231.492.0395 (Google Voice number; please do not call without having arranged meeting 

with me via email first!) 

Contact Email: andersobrandonj@jccmi.edu  

Online Office Hours: By Appointment  

 

Course Description 
Students examine the development of a distinctive American literature and culture during the 19th century. 

Students read selections from many writers, with emphasis on major figures such as Hawthorne, Melville, 

Thoreau, Emerson, Poe, Dickinson, Whitman, Douglass and Jacobs.   

Prerequisite(s) 
ENG 131 

Course Goals 
Insert an overview of the course direction, orientation or purpose. Description of student activities, the 

amount and relative difficulty of reading assignments, or the level of skill required of enrolling students are 

issues that can be included in this section.  

Course Objectives 
The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes (GEOs) established by 

the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year colleges 

and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve. GEOs guarantee students 

achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in many 

certification programs. The GEOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the following: 

GEO #6 – Understand Aesthetic Experience and Artistic Creativity  

 

Premises to GEOs: To successfully achieve these objectives, the student must diligently apply him- or 

herself to the course material, completing all assignments, participating actively in discussions, and 

thinking critically about the pieces read, especially by asking questions (internally and in class). 
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Textbook  
• The Heath Anthology of American Literature (7th edition) – Volume B  

o ISBN: 978-1133310235 

• The Heath Anthology of American Literature (7th edition) – Volume C 

o ISBN: 978-1133310242 

Extras 
Students need consistent access to a computer (this means a laptop or desktop, not simply a smart phone or 

tablet) with both Internet access and a microphone for attendance/participation in recorded group 

discussions as well as a presentation recorded by the individual student. While not mandatory, a webcam is 

also useful for this online course.  

 

Please submit all assignments in either .docx or .pdf format.  

(PowerPoint -- .pptx or video -- .mp4 format for Author Presentation project) 

Exam Process- Respondus  
To protect the fairness and integrity of the exams, students will be required to take exams using Respondus 

Lockdown Browser and Monitor.  This is an online test proctoring software that requires a download to 

your computer.  Training and practice of Respondus technology will be provided in advance of the first 

exam.  A Mac or PC that has a webcam and microphone is required to use Respondus.  If you do not have 

this technology, please contact your instructor right away.   Students are expected to complete the 

Respondus Practice quiz on time.  This is to give our IT department time to help troubleshoot issues before 

you complete the Final Exam for the course during our last week. Failure to complete the Respondus quiz 

on time may result in instructor-initiated drop. 

Grading Procedure 

Short Writing Assignments                       150 

Discussions / Participation Activities  150 

Author Presentation                50 

Critical Response Essay   150 

Final Exam                100 
                               TOTAL         600 points 

Grading Scale 

 

GPA GRADE  

RANGE 

4.0 94-100% 

3.5 89-93% 

3.0 84-88% 

2.5 78-83% 

2.0 72-77% 

1.5 66-71% 

1.0 60-65% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 
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Failure 
Students who are found to be in violation of the College’s Academic Honesty Policy (outlined below) are 

subject to dismal from the course and/or a failing grade. 

This class is a learning environment, and as such, opinions and ideas should be respected and valued. 

Students who are not respectful to their fellow classmates and/or the course instructor as well as those 

students who are disruptive to the class’s learning environment will be dismissed from the class. 

Academic Honesty Policy 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism 

includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate 
documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 
acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 
Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our educational 

mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College is fully committed 

to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with disabilities. We are currently 

working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in order to meet or exceed the 

requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 

and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s 

efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page. 

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
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If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success at 

JCCSS@jccmi.edu  or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

Support 
At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity to 

achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson College 

students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, temporary 

assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the individual 

needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal access to all 

programs and facilities. 

Oasis Center 
During a student’s college experience, one might encounter situations that impact their learning 

environment. When these situations occur, support from the Oasis Center is available to provide short-term 

assistance. If the situation requires ongoing support, the Oasis Center staff can provide that level of support 

or will assist the individual in securing an outside agency to provide it. 

For more information visit the Jackson College Oasis Center webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-

center/ 

Health Clinic  
Jackson College has partnered with Henry Ford Allegiance Health to offer healthcare to Jackson College 

students and employees. The Jackson College Health Clinic (JCHC) is located on Central Campus in the 

Justin Whiting Hall, Room 111. The caring and professional staff at the JCHC provides quality healthcare, 

including annual exams (physicals, program physicals and sports physicals), acute and chronic illness care 

and preventative health care (It’s Your Life). 

For more information visit the Jackson College Health Clinic webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/health-

clinic/ 

Dental Clinic  
Community members may utilize Jackson College Dental Hygiene Clinic, which offers dental hygiene 

services while helping students gain experience. Students work under the supervision of license dental 

hygiene instructor and dentist as they offer preventative services.   

For more information visit the Jackson College Dental Clinic webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-

hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/ 

Course Management 
Withdraw: After the add/drop period, a student may withdraw from a course in accordance with the dates 

published in e-services. 

Incomplete Policy: In accordance with JC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to students 

who have demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time of an extenuating 

circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation validating the circumstance may be 

required. 

mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/
https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-center/
https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-center/
https://www.jccmi.edu/health-clinic/
https://www.jccmi.edu/health-clinic/
https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/
https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/
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Makeup Policy 
Assignments, including discussion requirements, that are not completed by the deadline will receive a 

deduction in grade. Synchronous group discussion (i.e. recorded group discussions) cannot be made up. 

Assignments submitted more than 7 days after the original due date will not be graded.  

Please note, anything due the last week of class CANNOT be submitted late. 

Help 
As the instructor of our ENG 255 class, I am here to teach and help guide you through the course. Should 

you have general course related questions, please utilize our Q & A forum in JetNet or reach out via email. 

Academic Advising 

Student success navigators serve not only as academic advisors but as a student’s academic, financial, and 

total resource advocate or coach. 

Students will have an assigned navigator to meet with for advising and any questions they may have. 

Navigators will serve as the “go-to” person to help students throughout the college experience. 

It is important to know your Student Success Navigator.  You may find your Navigator by visiting this 

website https://www.jccmi.edu/academics/academic-advising/  and click on your pathway. You should also 

receive an email from your Navigator at the beginning of the semester.  

Student Responsibilities 
Students are responsible for completing assigned readings, tasks, and course assignments on time. It is the 

student’s responsibility to both JetNet and the course schedule regularly.  

Attendance- Participation Policy 
Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with 

survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams 

BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be 

monitoring student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout the 

term to assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is imperative that you log in to the 

course and actively participate within the first couple of days of the term to validate your enrollment in the 

course. After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn from the course. 

Being withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility, and housing 

status. As a college student you are responsible for how your participation impacts your academic progress; 

the accountability lies with you. 

Caveat 
All COVID safety protocols in place are based on current guidelines and will be enforced while students 

are on campus.  

Please be advised that this syllabus (including the class schedule) may be subject to change. In the event 

changes are made, they will be announced to the class.  

https://www.jccmi.edu/academics/academic-advising/
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Calendar  

The overall schedule of assigned readings, discussions, and assignments is provided at 
the end of the syllabus. Full details of listed assignments/tasks will be provided in JetNet.  

Important Dates:  
 

MONDAY 03/07/2022-

FRIDAY 03/11/2022 

MID-SEMESTER BREAK-NO CLASSES 

SUNDAY 04/30/2022 END OF SPRING SEMESTER 
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Dates Module/Topic Assigned Reading  Tasks 

1/10 – 

1/16 

Topic 1 

Native America 

Red Jacket, 1578-1580 

Seattle, 1639-1643 

Black Hawk, 1612-1639 

Topic 1 Forum (Introductions) 

due Wednesday 

 

Topic 1 Writing Assignment due 

Thursday  

1/10 – 

1/16 

Topic 2  

Race and Slavery 

“In Focus,” 2075-2076 

“Race, Slavery, and The Invention of ‘The 

South,’” 2104-2105 

John Quincy Adams, 2076-2078 

Delany & Douglass, 2096-2097 

David Walker, 2105-2118 

Frederick Douglass, introduction (2171) and 

“What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”, 2235-

2251 

 

Topic 2 Discussion Forum due 

Friday/Sunday 

 

Topic 2 Writing Assignment due 

Sunday 

1/17 – 

1/23 

Topic 3 

Romanticism and the 

Writers of New 

England 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1822-1854 and poems, 

1920-1927 

 

Henry David Thoureau, 1976-2034  

 

Edgar Allen Poe, 2691-2693 

Ligeia, 2694-2706 

The Tell-Tale Heart, 2727-2731 

Poetic Principle, 2754-2756 

Poems, 2756-2764 

The Raven, 2764-2767 

 

Topic 3 Discussion Forum due 

Friday/Sunday 

 

Topic 3 Writing Assignment due 

Sunday 

 

1/24 – 

1/30 

Topic 4  

American Narratives 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2603-2606 

My Kinsman, 2607-2621 

Young Goodman Brown, 2621-2631 

Mrs. Hutchinson, 2676-2680 

 

Herman Melville, 2846-2850 

Bartleby, the Scrivener, 2850-2878 

 

Topic 4 Writing Assignment due 

Thursday 

 

Topic 4 Recorded Group 

Discussion due Sunday 

 

 

1/24 – 

1/30 

Topic 5  

Poetry of Mid-19th 

Century 

Walt Whitman, 3218-3222 

When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer, 3305 

Poems, 3287-3325 

 

Emily Dickinson, 3343-3347 

Poems, 3348-3353 

 

 

Topic 5 Writing Assignment due 

Sunday 
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Dates Module/Topic Assigned Reading Tasks 

1/31 – 

2/6 

Topic 6 

Twain and James: 

Lasting Figures 

Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens), overview 

“Buck Fanshaw’s Funeral”, “The War Prayer,” 

and “As Regards Patriotism”  

 

Henry James, overview 

“The Figure in the Carpet” and selection from The 

Art of Fiction 

Topic 6 Writing Assignment due 

Thursday 

 

Topic 6 Recorded Group 

Discussion due Sunday 

2/7 – 

2/13 

Topic 7 

Industrialized Life 

 

Upton Sinclair, overview and The Jungle Topic 7 Discussion Forum due 

Friday/Sunday 

 

Topic 7 Writing Assignment due 

Sunday 

2/14 – 

2/20 

Topic 8 

Chopin, Crane, and 

Critical Response 

Draft 

Kate Chopin, overview  

“The Story of an Hour” 

 

Stephen Crane, overview  

“A Man Said to the Universe” 

“The Bride” 

“The Open Boat” 

“There Was a Man with Tongue of Wood” 

“Chant You Loud of Punishments” 

 

 

Critical Response Paper: Group 

Workshop – Draft due 

Wednesday; Feedback to Group 

members due Sunday 

 

Topic 8 Writing Assignment due 

Sunday 

2/21 – 

2/27 

Topic 9 

Final Week 

Review assigned readings as you finish 

preparation of final assignments.  

 

Review MLA resources as necessary.  

Author Presentation due to 

Group Forum Tuesday (replies 

by Friday) 

Critical Response Essay Final 

Draft due Friday 

Final Exam due by 12:00pm 

Saturday 

 


