
Math 251 Course Syllabus: Winter 2022 
 

Instructor: Kristi Laird 

Phone: 517-206-4010 (cell phone) 

E-mail: lairdkristik@jccmi.edu 

Office Hours: JM 252:  MW 9 – 11 am 

 
Course Materials: 
 

Textbook :  I will not be assigning problems directly out of any book.  A textbook you can use  
                     for reference or extra practice in this course is Briggs, Cochran & Gillett: Calculus,  
                     Early Transcendentals.  Either the second edition (ISBN-13:9780321947345) or the  
                     third edition (ISBN-13:9780134763644) is perfectly fine.   
                             

 Technology:   

 A graphing calculator or ability to access Desmos graphing calculator. 

 Maple computer algebra system.  
 

Coursepack:  This contains all course lecture notes, homework assignments and test reviews.  
 
Course Pre-requisites:  MAT 154 or an equivalent calculus II course. 
 
Course Outcomes:  The primary purpose of this course is to learn to think mathematically in the context 
of calculus. We will explore many of the same ideas of integration and differentiation examined in the 
first two semesters of calculus, but from the algebraic perspective of multi-variable functions and the 
geometric perspective of 3-space. Specific course objectives are to come to an understanding of: 

1. Three dimensional geometry. 
2. Vector analysis. 
3. The calculus of multivariable functions. 
4. The calculus of vector valued functions. 
5. Current technology relevant to course material. 

 
General Education Outcomes:  The Board of Trustees has determined that all JC graduates  
                develop or enhance certain essential skills while enrolled in the college.  MAT 151   
                contributes to the following General Education Outcomes: 
 
       GEO 3:  Demonstrate computational skills and mathematical reasoning. 

 
 
 
 
 



Course Requirements 
 Classwork: 

o Classwork consists of pencil-paper problems assigned on worksheets   
o Classwork is not accepted late, but I will drop your lowest two classwork grades at the 

end of the semester. 
 

 Maple Assignments: 
 

 Tests:  
o   There will be five tests in the course, taken during class with the exception of Test 2,  

   which is a take-home test. 
o    Tests are to be taken as indicated on the class calendar. 
o    If you cannot take an exam on the scheduled date, you are required to notify me in   

   advance by phone or e-mail.  Only if advance notice is given will arrangements be  
   made for you to make up the exam.  

 
Grading Information 

 
A 2.0 or "C" is the lowest passing grade. Typically, a passing grade is a course is required in order for it to 
count toward graduation, transfer credit to another college, or serve as a pre-requisite to another 
course.  
 

Grading Scale: Grading Policy: 

90 -100% 4.0  

85 - 89% 3.5 Classwork Sheets: 15%    

80 - 84% 3.0 Maple Assignments:  10% 

75 - 79% 2.5 Test 1: 15% 

70 - 75% 2.0 Test 2: 15% 

65 - 69% 1.5 Test 3: 15% 

60 - 64% 1.0 Test 4:  15% 

50 - 59% 0.5 Test 5:  15% 

0-49% 0.0  

 
Throughout the course, your grades will be stored in your JetNet Gradebook. 
 

 
 You will also receive personalized feedback from me on graded assignments in JetNet.  You can 

view this feedback by looking at the JetNet gradebook line item for the specific assignment. 

 Finally, if you would like to have a real-time conversation with me, please don’t hesitate to let 
me know.  I can set up a phone call or Zoom session for us so we can address any questions or 
concerns you might have. I will be requesting such a session with every student at least once 
during the semester, but I’m happy to meet with you more often if you like. 

 
 



Class Policies: 
 
Attendance Policy:  Class attendance is one of the leading contributors to overall success in the course.   

 If you fail to participate in the course for a period of two weeks, you will be dropped from the 
class. 

 In case of illness or emergency, be sure to communicate with me via phone or e-mail if you are 
unable to attend class for an extended period of time. 

 
Important Dates: Be sure to check out the JCC Academic Calendar for important dates such as holidays 
with no classes, last day to withdraw, etc.  
 
Extra Credit Policy: There will be no opportunities for extra credit. Your grade is based on your 
performance in class, not on extras. This is a mathematics department policy. 
 
Incompletes Policy: (Excerpt from JCC Policy) "A student may request an incomplete from the instructor. 
The incomplete will be granted only if the student can provide documentation that his or her work up to 
that point is sufficient in quality, but lacking in quantity, due to circumstances beyond the student's 
control. Furthermore, a written plan for making up the missing work within one semester must be 
completed by the student. Final determination of whether an incomplete will be given is the instructor's 
decision." 
 
Academic Honesty Policy:  Items assigned to you as an individual must be done by you - reflecting your 
own thought processes, not that of someone else. If I suspect you of academic dishonesty, I will follow 
JCC's Academic Honesty Policy and take appropriate action up to and including assigning a failing grade 
for the paper, project, report, exam, or the course itself (whichever I deem necessary).   
 
 
 
 
Classroom Behavior Policy: "We know what a person thinks not when he tells us what he thinks, but 
by his actions." - Issac B. Singer 
 
1. Be Responsible: for your work, for your learning, for your behavior in class, etc. 

 
The online homework and worksheets are going to require great levels responsibility on your part. You 

will need to stay on top of your schedule and your life to make sure that all coursework is done in a 
timely fashion.  

 
2. Be Respectful: of other students, of the instructor, of the material, of yourself 
 

Give your best effort.  Remember that when you help someone else, you are learning material better 
yourself.  Recognize that while grades matter, learning is actually more important than grades. 

 
 
 

 
 



Where to Get Help…
 

 
Office Hours: Please set up a time for a virtual meeting with me if you need questions answered. We can 
meet by phone or by Zoom to address any questions or concerns.  The most important thing is to ask for 
help as soon as you think you need it – don’t wait until problems become large! 
 
Center for Student Success: The Center for Student Success has free tutoring available for students 
enrolled in Math 139. You can get help with workheets, MyMathLab homework, preparing for exams 

and more.  Find out about online tutoring at https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-

success/tutoring-center/  
 
MyMathLab: All of your My Math Lab homework has help features included.  There are also videos, 
extra problems, sample exams, lecture notes, PowerPoint lectures and more available in MyMathLab. 
It’s a great resource!  
 
Each Other: Get a regular study group. Write down names and numbers of your peers and call on each 
other when needed! 
 

 
 
 

 
Remember, your attitude, self-management skills, and personal responsibility play a vital role in your 
success.  A positive approach combined with a good work ethic will bring the greatest success.  Be the 
creator of your own success!  I look forward to working with you this semester. 

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/tutoring-center/
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/tutoring-center/

