
                                 22 Spring Semester 

Writing Experience II 

ENG132.83.SP22 

 

Number of Credits: 3 

Days Class Meets: Thursday 

Meeting Times: 6-8:45 pm 

Location/Venue: Hillsdale LeTarte Center, Room 15  

Instructor: Ms. Holly Taylor 

Contact Email: taylorholly@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: office hours by Zoom appointment. I will respond to emails from 
9-5pm within 48 hours on week days.  

 

 

Course Description 
This is an intensive writing course. Analytical and persuasive modes are stressed. Advanced 

research writing strategies are used. Database and primary research methods are emphasized. An 

end of the semester portfolio is required. 

Continued Description 

As a continuation of the writing instruction and practice begun in ENG 131, English 132 emphasizes 

critical thinking, academic research, and forms of writing useful to academic, professional, and 

personal life. Required units of study include evaluation, rhetorical analysis, and argumentation. You 

will also be required to complete an annotated bibliography. Learners should expect to achieve 

proficiency with Modern Language Association (MLA) style and conventions. Requirements include 

participation in discussions, course activities, and guided peer review. Standard English grammar 

and structures are requisite skills in this course.  

mailto:taylorholly@jccmi.edu


Prerequisite(s) 
English 131 

Course Goals 
This course is a continuation and extension of the skills you gained in ENG 131. You will be asked to 

hone and fine tune the writing skills you have gained already. You should expect to spend six to nine 

hours a week on coursework (including lectures, readings, assignments, group work).  

Course Objectives 
The Board of Trustees has determined that all JCC graduates should develop or enhance certain 

essential skills while enrolled in college:   

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities Students Acquire from this Course (Course Objectives 
and Learning Outcomes)  

• Demonstrate and employ proficiency in active reading strategies  
• View academic writing as a social, political, and/or informative act  
• Evaluate source reliability  
• Support and develop writing with appropriate evidence that fits the purpose,   

     audience expectations, and genre conventions for particular writing tasks  
• Attribute and cite accurately evidence from outside sources  
• Follow conventions of punctuation, grammar, and spelling in his/her/their own      

      writing  
• Practice metacognitive reflection  
• Understand differences between discipline specific writing genres   
• Demonstrate modes of inquiry appropriate for specific assignments/tasks    

(field observation, primary and secondary source research, interviews, electronic research, etc.)  
• Recognize and employ ethos, pathos, logos, and other rhetorical topoi in   

written and spoken communication  
• Acknowledge other writers’ perspectives  
• Demonstrate Ability to Engage ELECTRONIC ENVIRONMENT  
• Locate, evaluate, organize, and use research material collected from electronic   

sources, including scholarly library databases; other official databases (e.g., federal government 
databases); and informal electronic networks and internet sources  

• Demonstrate how to engage in the electronic research and composition   
process common in particular fields  
  

 
General Education Outcome Addressed in this Course   

 

GEO #1: Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly (Developing)   

Writing Skills that we will work on together include:  

• Process—using pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing  

• Purpose and Audience—understanding how purpose and audience influence style and tone  



• Organization and Development—using effective organizational structure, examples and 

details to support ideas and content  

• Meaning/Understanding—researching and writing for further understanding and knowledge  

• Use of Sources & Documentation—demonstrating appropriate documentation  

• Language—attempts and practices correct grammar and mechanics  

 

Textbook  
Writing 10 Core Concepts by Robert Yagelski, 2nd edition 

ISBN: 978-1-305-95676-6 

☒ Digital Format: This text is available in a digital format to rent or purchase through 

the JC Bookstore.  Please see the link posted on our class JetNet site.  

☐ Open Educational Resources (OER):  OERs are teaching, learning, and research 

materials that are either (a) in the public domain or (b) licensed in a manner that 
provides everyone with free permission to:  

• Retain – make, own, and control a copy of the resource 

• Reuse – use your original, revised, or remixed copy of the resource 
publicly 

• Revise – edit, adapt, and modify your copy of the resource 

• Remix – combine your original or revised copy of the resource with other 
existing material to create something new 

• Redistribute – share copies of your original, revised, or remixed copy of 
the resource with others 

Please review the cost of your required materials to determine the best option for you to purchase 

your materials. 

Please note, your opt out selection is for your entire semester schedule. You cannot opt out/opt into 

individual courses. And you must opt out by the due date of your first class, which is the 3rd day after 

the start of your earliest course.         

Learn new textbook program at JC  

For account billing questions, please contact the Jackson College Cashier at jccashier@jccmi.edu   

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/bookstore/textbook-program/
mailto:jccashier@jccmi.edu


Extras 

• Pen/pencils 

• Notepad or loose leaf paper 

• Access to a computer and the Internet to complete assignments. You may also complete 

writing exercises on your digital devices.  

Grading Procedure 
   

•  30%   Essays = 100 pts. x 3 essays= 300 points  

•  30%   Portfolio and Reflection Letter= 300 points  

•  20%   Misc. Writing Assignments = 200 points  

•  14%   Attendance/Participation, 10 points for each class = 140 points  

o You are permitted two excused absences per semester. You must communicate 

these absences to me in writing (email).  

•  6.0%  Workshops/Peer Reviews= 20 points each x 3 essays= 60 points  

Your class grade reflects your participation, performance, and growth in the class as evidenced by 

the strengthening and extension of writing and communication skills, preparation and timeliness 

regarding assignments and activities, and a marked level of responsibility and concern for positive 

personal and collective learning experiences.  I grade on a 4.0 scale with 4.0 being excellent.  You 

must achieve a 2.0 in this class to pass.  Less than a 2.0 will not transfer for credit or serve as a 

prerequisite for another course.  Percentage Conversions are as follows.   

 

Course Assignments:  
 

Three Essays:  

You will complete three essays in the course that are 4-6 pages in length.  They will be formatted per 

MLA, which will be elaborated on as the class progresses.  The three essays will include:  

• Rhetorical Analysis 



• Evaluation 

• Argumentation 

 

Annotated Bibliography: 

In addition to the three major assignments, you will complete an annotated bibliography with at least 

five secondary sources used. These sources will be the foundational research performed in order to 

formulate your argumentation essay. You will be provided with a template and examples for how to 

structure this assignment.  

 

Portfolio/Reflection Letter:  

Portfolio: After you have submitted each of the three major essays for a grade, you will receive these 

essays back with instructor feedback, revision suggestions, and a grade. Using the instructor 

comments and the feedback you have received from your peers, you must revise, edit, and resubmit 

the three major essays as part of your end of term Portfolio.  

The essays you submit for initial instructor assessment must have undergone at least one revision, 

using the Peer Review exercises completed on workshop days and building off the feedback 

provided to you by your peers.  

Your portfolio will contain at least two but most likely all three of your polished essays, 12 pages 

minimum.  Your portfolio serves as a final exam for English 132 and should demonstrate both the 

strength of your writing skills and an awareness of the audience you wish to reach. Your end of 

term portfolio must include the rhetorical analysis, annotated bibliography, and 

argumentation essay. It is optional whether or not you include the evaluation essay.  

 

Reflective Letter:  

When you submit your Final Portfolio for a grade, you must include a reflective essay of 500 words 

focused on how your studies this semester have specifically informed your writing and research 

processes, as well as the final essays. This reflective essay should detail the changes you have 

made to these essays and why you made those changes.  These changes will reflect your attention 

to the following categories:  

·       Rhetorical Situation: Topic, Purpose, Audience, Context, Angle  

·       Thesis  



·       Evidence-Based Support and Development of Claims  

·       Essay Structure: Introduction, Body Organization, and Essay Cohesion  

·       Genres that you have studied and used this term  

·       Research Processes  

·       Source Integration & Documentation (use of MLA)  

·       Grammar, Sentence Structures, and Punctuation  

·       Vocabulary and Word Choice  

 

Portfolio Criteria  
 

Dear Writing Students:  
JC’s Department of Language, Literature and Arts has implemented the portfolio as an 
assessment tool for all ENG 091, 131, and 132 courses. Please read the following 
information about the portfolio:   

• Every writing student at JC must submit a portfolio, consisting of a variety of revised 
papers completed this semester that best demonstrate competency in skills and strategies 
appropriate to the course in which you are enrolled.  
• The portfolio is worth 30-50% of your total course grade. Your instructor will determine 
the specific percentage. See your course syllabus for this information.    
• Your instructor will evaluate your portfolio and offer comments on the strengths and 
weaknesses of your work.   
• Successful portfolios contain papers that have undergone serious revision. This portfolio 
is the culmination of your semester’s work and should show evidence of careful revision and 
editing.  
• Your portfolio will be evaluated holistically; your instructor will give feedback on your 
overall work. See the back of this sheet for departmental descriptions of good writing.   

  

Portfolio Formatting Requirements:   
• Include a cover sheet for the entire portfolio listing course and section number, 
instructor’s name and other identifying information as your instructor directs.  
• Your instructor will identify a date near the end of the semester for the submission of 
your portfolio. Please hand in one copy of your entire portfolio to your instructor the 
day the portfolios are due.  
• Although MLA does not require a title page, you must include a title page for each essay 
in the portfolio. List the title of the essay and a brief description of your purpose or reasons 
for writing and the audience or intended readers you imagine for it.    
• Please submit your portfolio double-spaced, using a 12 point font, with one inch margins 
on all sides.  
• Please put your last name in the upper right hand corner of each page.  
• If you use source materials, be sure to follow MLA Guidelines for documentation and 
citation. Specifically, you must include parenthetical citation and a Works Cited page.  
• Your instructor will determine the manner in which the portfolio is to be submitted (online 
or hard copy).   

  



We encourage you to devote time to the revision process throughout the semester. 
Successful portfolios include papers which have been revised extensively. Your 
instructor will make suggestions for revision throughout the semester and as 
you compile your portfolio at the end of the term. If you have any questions about any of 
the information contained here, please ask your instructor.  
 

Sincerely,  
  

The Language, Literature and the Arts Composition Faculty  
  



ENGLISH 132  
Writing Portfolio Requirements Summary  

and  

Standard Deductions  
  

12 full page minimum required  

  

Individual essays must be at least 3 full pages or longer to be considered in the page count. 4-

page papers are encouraged since students need 12 minimum pages of essay, not counting Works 

Cited pages nor abstracts.  

  

Portfolio must include at least three different genres: annotated 

bibliography, rhetorical analysis, and argumentative essay. Essays must demonstrate ability to 

integrate and document material from at least 5 – 10 sources in the Argumentative Essay, 

using MLA format.  
  

The Portfolio Reflection Letter does not count toward the 12 pages of essay. However, what 

some instructors do is drop the Portfolio Grade if the letter is not included, either a half-grade 

or full-grade for not including it.   
  

Standard Deductions  

• Fewer than required pages:  

9 – 10 pp. =  0.5 deduction  

  < 9 pp.  =  1.0 deduction  
  

• Missing or disconnected Purpose/Audience Statement page:  

0.5 deduction   
  

• Poor source citation and   
      documentation:  

      0.5 deduction  
  

Plagiarism results in a 0.0 grade  

  
  

  
ENGLISH 132 Portfolio Rubric (see next page, too)  

GRADES 4.0, 3.0, 2.0 SATISFY GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOME 1 (GEO 1)  
Categories  4.0 = Masterful  

   
3.0 = 

Skilled  
   

2.0 = 
Competent  

   

1.0 = 
Unsatisfact

ory  

0.0 = Poor  Poi
nts
  

GRADES 4.0, 
3.0, 2.0 
SATISFY 

EDUCATIONAL 
AND 

ASSOCIATE 
DEGREE 

OUTCOMES 1 
(GEO 1)  

   
   

Demonstrates 
masterful ability to 
write clearly, 
concisely, and 
intelligibly   
Demonstrates 
masterful critical 
thinking through 
questioning, 
interpreting, 
analyzing, 

Demonstrate
s skilled 
ability to 
write clearly, 
concisely, 
and 
intelligibly 
(ADO 1)   
Demonstrate
s skilled  
critical thinki

Demonstrates 
competent ability 
to write clearly, 
concisely, and 
intelligibly (ADO 
1)  
Demonstrates 
competent 
critical thinking 
through 
questioning, 

Demonstrate
s 
unsatisfactor
y ability to 
write clearly, 
concisely, 
and 
intelligibly   
Demonstrate
s 
unsatisfactor

Fails to 
demonstrate 
ability to 
write clearly, 
concisely, 
and intelligibl
y(ADO1   
Fails to 
demonstrate 
ability to 

   



evaluating, 
inferring from and 
synthesizing 
information to 
solve problems in 
a variety of 
settings   

ng through 
questioning, 
interpreting, 
analyzing, 
evaluating, 
inferring 
from and 
synthesizing 
information 
to solve 
problems in 
a variety of 
settings   

interpreting, 
analyzing, 
evaluating, 
inferring from 
and synthesizing 
information to 
solve problems in 
a variety of 
settings   

y ability to 
critically 
think   

   

critically 
think   

   

Genre Review 
and 
Engagement  
   
Evidences eng
agement of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or mixed 
genres.  
   
   

 (4)   
Masterful 
engagement of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective and/or 
mixed genres.  
Uses genres to 
navigate complex 
rhetorical 
challenges.  
   
   

 (3)   
Skilled 
engagement 
of analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or 
mixed 
genres.  
Uses genres 
to navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges.  
   
   
   

 (2)   
Competent 
engagement of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective and/or 
mixed genres.  
 Uses genres to 
navigate complex 
rhetorical 
challenges.  
   
   
   

(1)    
Unsatisfactor
y 
engagement 
of analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or 
mixed 
genres.  
Unsuccessful 
use of 
genres to 
navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges.  

(0)   
Fails to 
engage 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or mixed 
genres 
effectively.   
Fails to use 
genres to 
navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges.  

   

Introduction/
Thesis  
   
Introductions 
appropriate to 
genre hook 
reader 
interest, focus 
on subject, 
establish 
backgrounds/
contexts, and 
forecast 
content and 
organization.  
   
Essays offer 
identifiable 
clear, specific 
theses approp
riate to genre, 
purpose, and 
audience.  

(4)   
Masterful 
introductions 
appropriate to 
genre hook reader 
interest, focus on 
subject, establish 
backgrounds/cont
exts, lead to 
thesis, and 
forecast content 
and organization 
for the reader.  
Masterful thesis 
(implied or 
stated) are clearly 
identifiable and 
effectively placed. 
Thesis statements 
use syntactic 
subordination to 
provide an 
engaging, focused, 
crisp statement 
that captures the 
writer’s central 
claim. Theses 
promote purpose, 
engage audience, 
and reflect genre.  

(3)   
Skilled 
introductions 
appropriate 
to genre 
hook reader 
interest 
focus on 
subject, 
establish 
backgrounds
/ contexts, 
lead to 
thesis, and 
forecast 
content and 
organization.
  
Skilled thesis 
statements 
(implied or 
stated) are 
identifiable, 
well placed, 
and focused. 
Stated 
theses 
evidence a 
developing 
skill for use 
of syntactic 
subordinatio
n. Thesis 
statements 
are 
appropriate 
to genre, 
purpose, and 
audience.  
   

(2)   
Competent 
introductions 
appropriate to 
genre attempt to 
hook 
reader interest, 
but may fall flat 
or fail to ‘lead’ 
the reader to the 
thesis. The 
introductions 
contain a 
subject, but only 
partially establish 
context. Forecast
ing may be 
vague or 
disconnected 
from essay 
body.  
Competent 
thesis statement
s; some may be 
difficult to 
identify and 
poorly placed. 
They reflect a 
beginning skill 
level for syntactic 
subordination, 
evidenced by 
broad and 
loosely 
constructed 
clauses. Theses a
re generally 
appropriate to 
genre, purpose, 
and audience.  

(1)   
Unsatisfactor
y 
introductions 
state topics 
but fail to 
consistently 
hook focus, 
contextualize
, and 
forecast 
content and 
organization.
   
Thesis 
statements 
are 
superficial or 
unclear. 
They may be 
simple 
statements 
of fact or 
loose, 
rambling 
sentences. 
They are 
unarguable. 
They employ 
vague or 
abstract 
language 
and do not 
reflect writer
 concern for 
genre, 
purpose, 
and/or 
audience.  

(0)   
Missing or 
disconnected 
introductions.
  
 Thesis 
statements 
are missing, 
and essay 
is plagued by 
subsequent 
lack of 
focus.  

   



Evidence:  
Development 
of Claims.    
Analyzing and 
Integrating 
Sourced 
Information   
Essays reflect 
writer’s ability 
to locate, 
evaluate, 
organize, and 
use research 
material 
collected from 
electronic 
sources, 
including 
scholarly 
library 
databases and 
other official 
databases.   
   
   

(4)   
Masterfully 
provides a wide 
range of evidence 
that is critical, 
clear, relevant, 
credible, and 
consistent in its 
support of theses 
and subtopics. 
Authority is clear.  
   
Masterfully and 
consistently 
integrates 
quotations, 
paraphrases, and 
summaries, 
distinguishing 
between writer 
ideas and sourced 
material through 
proficient use of 
signal phrases and 
parenthetical 
citations  
   
   
   
   

(3)  
 Skillfully 
provides 
strong, 
clear, 
relevant, 
credible 
supporting 
evidence for 
theses and 
subtopics in 
all genres.  
Authority is 
clear.  
   
Skillfully and 
consistently 
presents 
quotations, 
paraphrases, 
and 
summaries; 
distinguishes 
between 
writer ideas 
and sourced 
material.  

(2)   
Competently 
provides 
evidence that is 
limited and/or 
only partially 
identified; reader 
may have to 
infer authority; 
limited research 
and details do 
not fully develop 
claims.  
   
Competently 
presents 
quotations, 
paraphrases, and 
summaries; 
these may be 
inconsistent in 
distinguishing 
between writer 
ideas and 
sourced 
material.  

(1)   
Unsatisfactor
ily evidence 
that only 
partially 
supports 
theses and 
subtopics. 
Evidence 
lacks 
credibility 
and may be 
inconsistent, 
unreliable, 
or 
incomplete.  
   
Unsatisfactor
ily 
distinguishes 
between 
writer ideas 
and sourced 
material.  

(0)   
Fails to 
provide 
academically 
acceptable 
evidence for 
theses and 
subtopics 
and/or offers 
blatantly 
misrepresent
ed, 
misquoted, 
or 
misunderstoo
d evidence.  
   
Fails to use 
and/or 
present 
quotations, 
paraphrases, 
and 
summaries 
correctly; 
does not 
distinguish 
between 
writer ideas 
and sourced 
material.  
Plagiarism is 
a concern.  

   

MLA Citation, 
and 
Documentatio
n  

(4)   
Demonstrates 
proficiency in MLA 
parenthetical 
citations and 
Works Cited 
strategies.  

(3)   
Demonstrate
s competent 
MLA 
parenthetical 
and Works 
Cited 
strategies, 
some 
errors may 
be 
apparent.  

(2)   
Approximates, 
but does not 
adhere to, MLA 
parenthetical and 
Works Cited 
strategies.  

(1)   
Unsatisfactor
y 
demonstratio
n of MLA 
parenthetical 
and/or 
Works Cited 
strategies.  
 Careless 
errors.  

(0)   
Fails to apply 
MLA source 
citation 
where 
needed.   
Works Cited 
missing.  
Plagiarism  

   

Organization  
Paragraphs, 
transitions, 
rhetorical 
strategies 
present a 
coherent 
reading 
experience.  
   
Organizational 
structure is 
appropriate to 
genre and 
modality.   
   
   
   

 (4)   
Presents cohesive 
essays.  Ideas 
within and 
between 
paragraphs are 
linked with 
transitions that 
present a 
seamlessly 
coherent reading 
experience.  
Organizational 
structure is 
appropriate to 
genre and 
modality.   
Employs rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate for 
specific genre.  
   
   

 (3)   
Presents 
cohesive 
essays.  
Ideas within 
and between 
paragraphs 
are 
connected 
by 
transitions.  
Organization
al structure 
is 
appropriate 
to genre and 
modality.   
Employs 
rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
for specific 
genre.  
   
   

 (2)   
Demonstrates ba
sic organization 
strategies.   
Ideas within and 
between 
paragraphs 
evidence some 
awareness 
of transitions, 
but may not 
always be 
connected.  
Organizational 
structure is 
loose.  
Coherence is 
inconsistent.  
 Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate for 
specific genre are 
difficult to 
identify.  

(1)   
Unsatisfactor
y reading 
experience.  
Paragraphs 
are simple, 
disconnected
, or 
formulaic. 
Transitions 
are 
ineffective or 
missing in 
places.  
Organization
, if evident, 
is confusing 
and 
disjointed. 
Paragraph 
structure is 
ineffective, a
nd 
transitions 
are missing 

(0)  
 Failed 
organization. 
Ideas are 
confusing 
and 
coherence 
within and 
between 
paragraphs is 
missing.   
Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
to genre are 
missing.  
Essays read 
like first 
drafts.  
   
   
   
   

   



in many 
places.  
Coherence is 
lacking. 
Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
to genre are 
missing.  

Rhetorical 
Situation  
Writing is 
purpose 
driven and 
audience 
focused.  
   
Tone, voice, 
point-of-view, 
and style are 
appropriate to 
purpose; they 
engage the 
audience in a 
distinctive and 
intentional 
way.  
   
Employs 
proper 
rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
for specific 
genre.  
   
   
Demonstrates 
ability to use 
rhetorical 
concepts: 
ethos, pathos, 
logos in 
support of 
purpose and 
with 
awareness of 
audience.  
   
   

 (4)   
Demonstrates 
mastery of 
rhetorical 
situation. It is 
purpose driven by 
genre and 
audience focused.  
   
Tone, voice, point-
of-view, and style 
are appropriate to 
purpose; they 
engage the 
audience in a 
distinctive and 
intentional way.  
   
Demonstrates 
proficient ability to 
use rhetorical 
concepts: ethos, 
pathos, logos in 
support of purpose 
and with 
awareness of 
audience.  
 Reader-based 
prose.  

(3)   
Demonstrate
s skillful 
engagement 
of rhetorical 
situation. It 
is purpose 
driven by 
genre and 
demonstrate
s awareness 
of 
audience.   
   
Voice, tone, 
and point-of-
view support 
purpose.  
Full control 
of these 
elements 
may be 
missing, but 
the writing 
demonstrate
s intentional 
choices in 
these areas.  
   
Demonstrate
s ability to 
use 
rhetorical 
concepts: 
ethos, 
pathos, 
logos in 
support of 
purpose and 
with 
awareness of 
audience.  
 Reader-
based prose  

(2)   
Evidences compe
tent use of 
audience and 
purpose. Writing 
generally 
reflects connectio
n between genre 
and purpose.  
Audience 
engagement 
seems forced.  
   
 Little attempt is 
made to insert 
voice or 
distinctive 
features into 
essays.   
   
Demonstrates 
little or 
inconsistent use 
of rhetorical 
concepts: ethos, 
pathos, logos  
 Prose are in 
transition from 
writer to reader-
based.  

(1)  
Writing does 
not 
satisfactorily 
align with 
stated purpo
se .It lacks 
awareness of 
the stated 
audience. 
Tone 
and point-of-
view are 
somewhat 
inappropriat
e and / or 
inconsistent. 
   
   
Little or 
inconsistent 
evidence 
that writer 
has 
attempted 
use of 
rhetorical 
strategies. 
May rely on 
logical 
fallacy rather 
than 
rhetorical 
concepts.  
   
 Writer-
based 
prose.  
   
   

(0)   
Writing fails 
to reflect 
purpose and 
audience 
awareness. 
Audience and 
purpose 
statements 
may be 
missing.  
   
 Tone may be 
inappropriate 
for audience 
and 
assignment 
genre.  
   
No evidence 
of audience 
engagement 
No evidence 
that writer 
has studied 
or attempted 
to apply 
rhetorical 
concepts.  
Writer-based 
prose.    

   

Vocabulary, 
Mechanics, 
and 
Punctuation  
   
Follows 
conventions of 
punctuation, 
grammar, and 
spelling. 
Identifies, 
explains, and 
employs 
concepts 
clearly  
   
   

(4)  
Masterfully 
expresses ideas in 
mechanically 
controlled, clear, 
and cogent 
sentences.  
Demonstrates 
varied, pleasing 
sentence 
patterns.  
Vocabulary is 
consistently 
varied, clear, and 
sophisticated. The 
portfolio is 

(3)   
Skillfully 
uses clear, 
effective, 
and varied 
sentences.   
Vocabulary 
is mostly 
varied and 
sophisticated
.  
Errors (if 
any) are 
infrequent.  
   

(2)   
Competently 
employs 
sentence 
structures and 
vocabulary; 
however, these 
are sometimes 
repetitive 
or imprecise.  .  

(1)   
Unsatisfactor
y use of 
vocabulary, 
mechanics, 
and 
punctuation. 
Writer relies 
on formulaic 
or tedious 
sentence 
patterns. 
Unclear or 
misused 
vocabulary 
skew 
meaning 

(0)   
Fails to follow 
conventions. 
Inconsistenci
es in 
conventional 
use of 
Standard 
English are 
frequent, 
syntax is 
jumbled, and 
errors disrupt 
reader 
experience.   
   

   



virtually error 
free.  
   

Frequent 
errors in 
sentence 
construction 
and use of 
non-
standard 
syntax 
disrupt 
reader 
experience.  
   

Final Reflective 
Essay   
Demonstrates 
awareness of 
writing 
process, 
audience 
centered 
communicatio
n, and peer 
review.    

 (4)   
Demonstrates 
masterful 
knowledge of 
revision strategies 
that develop ideas 
and polish essays. 
Acknowledges 
peer and 
instructor 
feedback and 
references how it 
impacts writing. 
Supplies clear 
references to 
and/or illustrative 
quotations from 
portfolio essays.  

(3)   
Demonstrate
s skillful 
knowledge 
of revision 
strategies 
that develop 
ideas and 
polish 
essays. 
Acknowledge
s peer and 
instructor 
feedback 
and 
references 
how it 
impacts 
writing. 
Supplies 
some 
references to 
portfolio 
essays.  

(2)   
Competently 
acknowledges 
revision as part 
of process. 
Acknowledges 
peer and 
instructor 
feedback.  
   

(1)   
Unacceptabl
e 
engagement 
in or 
reflection on 
process. 
Little 
acknowledge
ment of 
revision or of 
peer and 
instructor 
feedback.  

(0)   
Fails to 
acknowledge 
revision as 
part of 
process 
and/or peer 
and 
instructor 
feedback in 
the writing 
process.  
   

   

Deductions  Fewer than full 12 pages:   -0.5  
Fewer than 10  full pages:    - 1.0  
Missing or disconnected audience/purpose statements    -0.5  
Lack of variety    -0.5  
Essay demonstrating academic research with  less than 5 pages     -0.5  
Essay demonstrating academic research with less than 5 sources:    -1.0  
   

   

Grounds for 
Failure  

Failure to include a research paper results in 0.0 for the portfolio.  
Plagiarism results in a 0.0 for the portfolio  

   

   

 

   

Misc. Writings:  

Throughout the course of the semester, you will be assigned various smaller writing 

assignments.  These writings will supplement reading, initiate discussion, as well as provide writing 

practice. All writing assignments must be formatted per MLA.   

 



Grading Scale 
 
GPA Grade Range 

4.0 94-100% 

3.5 89-93% 

3.0 84-88% 

2.5 78-83% 

2.0 72-77% 

1.5 66-71% 

1.0 60-65% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 

Failure 
Students may fail the course for the following reasons: 

- Two consecutive, unexcused absences 

- Being marked absent 4 times or more (unexcused absences) 

- Failure to turn in all four major learning units (rhetorical analysis, evaluation, argumentation, 

portfolio w/ reflective letter) 

- Failure to meet ALL the course curriculum competencies of the course 

- Evidence of plagiarism or cheating 

- Submitting papers from previous semesters or other courses 

- Inappropriate behavior or unprofessional correspondence 

Academic Honesty Policy 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work 

and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  



• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 
Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our 

educational mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College 

is fully committed to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with 

disabilities. We are currently working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in 

order to meet or exceed the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For 

more information about Jackson College’s efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson 

College accessibility web page. 

 

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success 

at JCCSS@jccmi.edu  or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/


Support 
At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity 

to achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson 

College students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, 

temporary assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the 

individual needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal 

access to all programs and facilities. 

Oasis Center 
During a student’s college experience, one might encounter situations that impact their learning 

environment. When these situations occur, support from the Oasis Center is available to provide 

short-term assistance. If the situation requires ongoing support, the Oasis Center staff can provide 

that level of support or will assist the individual in securing an outside agency to provide it. 

For more information visit the Jackson College Oasis Center webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/the-

oasis-center/ 

Health Clinic  
Jackson College has partnered with Henry Ford Allegiance Health to offer healthcare to Jackson 

College students and employees. The Jackson College Health Clinic (JCHC) is located on Central 

Campus in the Justin Whiting Hall, Room 111. The caring and professional staff at the JCHC 

provides quality healthcare, including annual exams (physicals, program physicals and sports 

physicals), acute and chronic illness care and preventative health care (It’s Your Life). 

For more information visit the Jackson College Health Clinic webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/health-

clinic/ 

Dental Clinic  
Community members may utilize Jackson College Dental Hygiene Clinic, which offers dental 

hygiene services while helping students gain experience. Students work under the supervision of 

license dental hygiene instructor and dentist as they offer preventative services.   

For more information visit the Jackson College Dental Clinic webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-

hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/ 

https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-center/
https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-center/
https://www.jccmi.edu/health-clinic/
https://www.jccmi.edu/health-clinic/
https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/
https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/


Course Management 
Withdraw: If you decide to withdraw from the course at any time, contact your Student Navigator and 

formally withdraw.  If you leave the course without withdrawing, you will receive a failing grade on 

your transcript. Failing grades are not good for your record when transferring, graduating, or looking 

for employment.   

Important Dates and Attendance for your course: ENG  132 83 
  
Census Date: 1/20/2022 The census date is the last day a student can be dropped from 
the course without financial penalty. 
  
Last date to withdraw: 4/23/2022 
  
After these dates, student financial aid and student bills are certified, and their 
enrollments are certified with the National Student Clearinghouse. Failure to meet these 
timelines could result in Jackson College having to pay back title 4 funds. 
  
Final Grades Due: 5/2/2022 

. 

Incomplete Policy:  

In accordance with JCC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to students who have 

demonstrated good standing in the class and have a passing grade at the time of an extenuating 

circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation validating the circumstance 

may be required. These are rarely assigned and are usually due to hospitalization or bereavement.  

Makeup Policy 
Late work is not accepted in this course, unless it is due to an extenuating circumstance. You must 

request a deadline extension in writing two business days before the assignment due date for your 

request to be considered. Assignments submitted late without prior arrangements or communicated 

extensions are subject to point deductions.  

Academic Advising 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester 

in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to 

coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the 

semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. 

Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester. Please e-mail 

JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


Attendance- Participation Policy 
Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated 

with survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your 

exams BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the 

deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be 

monitoring student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout 

the term to assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is imperative that you 

log in to the course and actively participate within the first couple of days of the term to validate your 

enrollment in the course. After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being 

withdrawn from the course. Being withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, 

billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status. As a college student you are responsible for how your 

participation impacts your academic progress; the accountability lies with you. 

Attendance reports are submitted weekly to the college by all professors. If you do not attend the 

first day of class you will be dropped (this is a college policy).  If you miss two consecutive class 

sessions or four or more class sessions throughout the semester you will be dropped.  

Cell Phone Policy: Cell phones should not be used during class time. I know we all use them every 

day and aren’t often without them! However, please turn them to silent or off and be present during 

class. I do understand that situations arise and life happens. If you must take an urgent phone call 

please excuse yourself and step out into the hallway.   

Wording for Preferred Name   
If you have a preferred first name and/or specific gender pronouns you would like me to use (whether 

the traditional pronouns of she/her/hers or he/him/his, or alternative, non-binary pronouns such as 

they/them/theirs, ey/em/eirs, or zie/zim/zirs), please let me know. Let me know which specific 

pronoun you prefer.  

Practice Discussion Etiquette:  
Discussion etiquette refers to basic politeness and professionalism while working in a classroom 

environment.  

• Be respectful.  

• When in the discussion, look at the person to whom you are speaking. Address people by 

name whenever possible.  

• Be careful of your tone; it is carried in the words and structures you use.   



• Address ideas not personalities. Critiques of peer works and disagreements with the writers’ 

premises or outcomes are healthy aspects of academic discussion. However, it is not okay to 

judge or characterize the person. Any critique you offer, whether positive or negative, must 

address ideas and be supported by evidence.  

• Avoid judgmental or inflammatory language.  

• Avoid stereotypes. This may require you to check some of your assumptions as you begin to 

discuss cultures, religions, regions, classes, and genders different from your own.  

• Do not assume everyone in your class holds the same religious, political, or social values as 

you. Be mindful of diversity in the class.  

• Respect copyright and intellectual property rules; if you borrow from someone else, even if 

you are quoting a peer in the class, be sure to give credit where credit is due.  

• Using defamatory, hateful, derogatory, or inappropriate language in an essay, smaller writing 

assignment, email, or in any form of assignment will not be tolerated.  

If you have a problem with another student or with your instructor, contact the instructor by email.  

Failure to follow basic etiquette in class or in communications may result in a conference with the 

instructor, grade sanctions, or a report to the Academic Dean.  

Caveat 
Please note: The format and timing of this course may need to change due to unforeseen 

circumstances. In particular: school closings, instructor illness, weather, or other situations that may 

arise. If you are taking an in -person class, you will be required to complete a Reintegration Video 

Training course in JetNet prior to being admitted to campus.                                                                                                

All COVID safety protocols in place are based on current guidelines and will be enforced. 

Calendar  
*Dates of assignments and class meetings may be subject to changes at instructor’s discretion. 

These changes will be communicated through email and class announcement.* 

 

Week 1   

January 13 

Intros/syllabus/  
Writing process  
Rhetorical Awareness 
 



Read Ch. 1 and 2 from 10 
Core Concepts 

Week 2  

January 20 

10 Core Concepts  
How to critically analyze a 
text: Essay #1 preparation 
 
Read Ch. 3 and 4 

Week 3  

January 27 

 

Process draft of Essay #1 
due 1/27; workshop of Essay 
#1 in class on Feb. 3rd  
 
Go over workshop 
guidelines 
 
Read Ch. 8   

Week 4  

February 3 

Essay #1 Due Feb. 6th; 
guidelines for Essay # 2; 
cultural conversation 
readings TBD 
 
Read Ch. 5 and 10 

Week 5  

February 10 

Pre-writing/drafting for Essay 
# 2; argumentation 
techniques; ethos/pathos/  
logos  
 
Read Ch. 11 

Week 6  

February 17 

 

Process draft of Essay #2 
due 2/17; workshop of Essay 
#2 in class on Feb. 24th   
 
Read Ch. 12  

Week 7  

February 24 

Essay #2 Due 2/27; 
evaluating quality sources; 
asking research questions; 
MLA practice exercises  
 
Read Ch. 13 

Week 8  

March 3 

Annotated Bibliography intro, 
accessing databases 
 
*possible librarian visit to 
class* 

Week 9  March 10 

 

No class/mid-semester 
break   



Week 10  

March 17 

 

Annotated Bibliography 
Due 3/14; Essay #3 Prep; 
sample of effective 
argumentation papers  
 
Read Ch. 19 and 20 

Week 11  

March 24 

Piecing together an 
argument: how to argue 
effectively; 
point/counterpoint; outline of 
argumentative paper; 
structure  
 
Read Ch. 21 and sample 
essays TBD 

Week 12  

March 31 

Process draft of Essay #3 
due 3/31; workshop of Essay 
#2 in class on April 7th;   
social and political 
argumentation  

Week 13  
April 7 

 

Essay #3 Due 4/13; go over 
portfolio guidelines  
 
Read Ch. 24, 26, 27 

Week 14  April 14 

 

 

Classroom debate! 

Week 15  April 21 

 

Portfolio and reflection 
letter due April 24th by 
11:55 pm on Jetnet 

Week 16 April 28 Course wrap up 
Portfolios returned 

  

Important Dates:  
 
MONDAY 

03/07/2022-

FRIDAY 

03/11/2022 

MID-SEMESTER BREAK-NO CLASSES 

SUNDAY 

04/30/2022 

END OF SPRING SEMESTER 

 


