
                                 22 Spring Semester  

Western Civilization to 1555 

HIS 131.I50 

 

Number of Credits: 4 

Days Class Meets: Tuesdays from 10:30-11:30 online. This is NOT required and will be recorded.   

Location/Venue: online 

Instructor: Elaine Themm 

Contact Email: themmelainem@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: Fridays 9-10:30 and as needed, please let me know if you would like to meet 

 

Course Description 

This, together with History 132, constitutes the basic history course, as well as an introduction to the 
humanities. 

HIS131 examines the roots of Western culture and its development from the beginning through the 
Reformation. The course surveys the social, philosophical, scientific, artistic, religious, and political setting 
evolution with emphasis on the role of ideas and their consequences in the history of the human kind from 
the beginning to 16th century. 

Prerequisite(s) 
ENG 085 and ENG 090 



Course Goals 

History 131 is an introduction to Western civilization from the origins of humankind to the great upheavals 
of the Renaissance and Reformation in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The course seeks to acquaint 
students with a basic overview of Ancient through Early Modern European history, via an exploration of 
political, economic, social, technological, scientific, religious, intellectual, and philosophical developments. 

Ultimately, history in a large part is a study and an attempt to understand those links from what we "were" 
to what we "are" and to what we "hope to be." 

History is not one-dimensional; instead, it has ties along both chronological and societal lines. A particular 
historical event is not only influenced by those events, which happen concurrently, but also 

by those which precede it. “History is never an entirely settled matter; it is always in process” Hunt, First 
Edition, Making of the West, vol. I, pp. xi) 

While this course is an "introductory" course in Western, it is not a "survey" course in the sense that we will 
not attempt to discuss every fact or cover every event of this period. 

Course Objectives 

The General Education Outcome for this course is: 

GEO 5: Understanding human behavior and social systems, and the principles which govern them.  

To achieve this outcome, students will learn to: 

• Recognize factors that determine and govern human behavior. Acknowledge the interaction of personal 
and social factors. 

• Articulate the methods of analysis and interpretation used by behavioral sciences. 

• Begin to use appropriate terms and concepts. 

• When prompted, engage in discussion of the relevant issues, reflecting knowledge of behavior and 
systems.  

• Identify the critical assumptions involved in behavioral science research and the limitations of each 
research method. 

• Identify at least two social systems designed to regulate human behavior and the limitations of each. 

Textbook (chose appropriate options below, delete what does not apply) 
 

This class uses Open Educational Resources (OERs).  

Boundless World History 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-worldhistory/ 

We will use select chapters from Boundless World History. Check the syllabus and JetNet for links to the 

specific chapters used each week.  



Grading Procedure 
Students can accumulate 200 points: 
100 points from Exams  
30 points from Primary Source Analysis Assignments 
70 points from class participation/discussion questions 
 
1.Exams (25 points each) 
There will be 4 tests during this class. Each may consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay 
questions. Each will cover the following material: 
Test 1: Weeks 1-2 
Test 2: Weeks 3-4 
Test 3: Week 5 
Test 4: Weeks 6-7 
 
2. Primary Source Analysis Assignments (30 points) 
There will be 2 Primary Sources used during the course in which the student must write an analysis and 
discuss in class. More information can be found on JetNet and will be discussed in class.  
 
3. Class Participation (70 points) 
Since this is a Hybrid class, we will have weekly discussion questions online. Each week I will post 2-4 
discussion questions. You can earn the points as follows: 
 
Each student must make at least 4 posts each week in order to receive full credit.  
Two of these posts must be responses to the discussion questions. This is accomplished by choosing to 
“Add a new discussion” under each forum post. Each individual is required to thoughtfully and thoroughly 
answer each discussion question. These posts must be done by Wednesday of each week (each post is 
worth 3 points)  
 
Two posts must be responses to the opinions of colleagues. The replies must be on the discussion subject. 
Each reply should be substantial and further the conversation. Your comments to your colleagues' 
statements should be more than "I agree", "I disagree"; "Good job!", or something similar. Simply replying 
will not automatically earn credit. (each post is worth 2 points) These posts mist be done by Saturday of 
each week. Discussion responses posted after 11:59PM on the Saturday of each week are not graded.  
 
Your statements and your replies are not to be opinion. You must bring arguments to support your position. 
The postings should be in your own words, not copied from the textbook or other sources.  

Grading Scale 
 
GPA GRADE RANGE 

4.0 94-100% 

3.5 89-93% 

3.0 84-88% 

2.5 78-83% 

2.0 72-77% 

1.5 66-71% 

1.0 60-65% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 



Academic Honesty Policy 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism 

includes but is not limited to:  

 Submitting other's work as your own 

 Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 
adequate documentation 

 Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 
acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to:  

 Plagiarizing in any form 

 Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

 Copying 

 Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

 Altering graded work 

 Falsifying data 

 Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

 Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 
Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our educational 

mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College is fully committed 

to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with disabilities. We are currently 

working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in order to meet or exceed the 

requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 

and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s 

efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page. 

 

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success at 

JCCSS@jccmi.edu  or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 



Support 
At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity to 

achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson College 

students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, temporary 

assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the individual 

needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal access to all 

programs and facilities. 

Oasis Center 
During a student’s college experience, one might encounter situations that impact their learning 

environment. When these situations occur, support from the Oasis Center is available to provide short-term 

assistance. If the situation requires ongoing support, the Oasis Center staff can provide that level of 

support or will assist the individual in securing an outside agency to provide it. 

For more information visit the Jackson College Oasis Center webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-

center/ 

Health Clinic  
Jackson College has partnered with Henry Ford Allegiance Health to offer healthcare to Jackson College 

students and employees. The Jackson College Health Clinic (JCHC) is located on Central Campus in the 

Justin Whiting Hall, Room 111. The caring and professional staff at the JCHC provides quality healthcare, 

including annual exams (physicals, program physicals and sports physicals), acute and chronic illness care 

and preventative health care (It’s Your Life). 

For more information visit the Jackson College Health Clinic webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/health-clinic/ 

Dental Clinic  
Community members may utilize Jackson College Dental Hygiene Clinic, which offers dental hygiene 

services while helping students gain experience. Students work under the supervision of license dental 

hygiene instructor and dentist as they offer preventative services.   

For more information visit the Jackson College Dental Clinic webpage https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-

hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/ 

Course Management 
You can be successful in this class but it will take time and work. You must read the material, do the 

assignments, and participate. Please contact me with any issues you have with the material.  

If you are not completing work or being present in class for two weeks, you will be dropped from the 

course.  

 



Makeup Policy 
Work can be handed in up to 4 days late with a 10% penalty each day. Please let me know if any 

circumstances that may prevent you from handing in work on time.  

Help 

Academic Advising 

Student success navigators serve not only as academic advisors but as a student’s academic, financial, 
and total resource advocate or coach. 

Students will have an assigned navigator to meet with for advising and any questions they may have. 
Navigators will serve as the “go-to” person to help students throughout the college experience. 

It is important to know your Student Success Navigator.  You may find your Navigator by visiting this 

website https://www.jccmi.edu/academics/academic-advising/  and click on your pathway. You should also 

receive an email from your Navigator at the beginning of the semester.  

Student Responsibilities 
Requirements beyond scheduled classes or laboratories, e.g., clinicals, extra credit assignments, TBA 

sessions, field placement, special project instructions, contract learning conditions, study hours required 

outside class, unscheduled class meetings, attendance at concerts or other required events. 

Attendance- Participation Policy 
Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with 

survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams 

BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be monitoring 

student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout the term to 

assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is imperative that you log in to the course 

and actively participate within the first couple of days of the term to validate your enrollment in the course. 

After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn from the course. Being 

withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status. 

As a college student you are responsible for how your participation impacts your academic progress; the 

accountability lies with you. 

Caveat 
Please note: The format and timing of this course may need to change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

In particular: school closings, instructor illness, weather, or other situations that may arise.                           

If you are taking an in -person class, you will be required to complete a Reintegration Video Training 

course in JetNet prior to being admitted to campus.                                                                                                

All COVID safety protocols in place are based on current guidelines and will be enforced while students 

are on campus.  



Calendar  
*Please note calendar timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be changed. 

WEEK  DATE TOPIC HOMEWORK 

1 
Week of 

January 10 

The Study of History and the Rise 

of Civilization 

 Precursors to Civilization 

 The Study of History 

Ancient Mesopotamian 

Civilizations 

 The First Urban Civilizations 

 Akkadian Empire 

 Babylonia 

Early Civilizations 

 Ancient Societies on the 
Mediterranean 

  

Post in the introduction forum by 

Thursday at 5pm.  

Answer 2 discussion questions 

by Wednesday. 

Respond to 2 classmate posts by 

Saturday. 

 

2 
Week of 

January 17  

Ancient Egypt 

 Introduction to Ancient Egypt 

 The Old Kingdom 

 The Middle Kingdom 

 The New Kingdom 

 Ancient Egyptian Society 

 Nubia and Ancient Egypt 

 

Answer 2 discussion questions 

by Wednesday. 

Respond to 2 classmate posts by 

Saturday. 

Primary Source #1  
due January 21 @ 11:59 PM 

3 
Week of 

January 24 

Ancient Greece and the Hellenistic 

World 

 Early Periods in Greek History 

 Sparta 

 The Persian Wars 

 Athens 

 Culture in Classical Greece 

 The Peloponnesian War 

 Macedonian Conquest 

Answer 2 discussion questions 

by Wednesday. 

Respond to 2 classmate posts by 

Saturday 

 

Test 1 (Weeks 1 & 2) due by 

January 27 @ 11:59PM 



 

4 
Week of 

January 31 

The Roman World 

 The Etruscans 

 Early Rome 

 The Roman Republic 

 The Roman Empire 

 The Flavian Dynasty 

 Nerva-Antonine Dynasty 

 Christianity and the Late Roman 
Empire 

 

Answer 2 discussion questions 

Respond to 2 classmate posts 

Written Primary Source #2  
due February 3 @ 11:59PM 

 

5 
Week of 

February 7 

The Middle Ages in Europe 

 The Germanic Tribes 

 The Catholic Church 

 The Carolingian Dynasty 

 The Holy Roman Empire 

 The Development of England 

 The Crusades 

 Medieval Life 

 

Answer 2 discussion questions 

Respond to 2 classmate posts 

Test #2 (Weeks 3 & 4) due by 
February 10 @ 11:59PM 

6 
Week of 

February 14 

The Renaissance 

 The Renaissance 

 Italy During the Renaissance 

 Humanist Thought 

 Art in the Renaissance 

 Literature in the Renaissance 

 The Northern Renaissance 

 

Answer 2 discussion questions 

Respond to 2 classmate posts 

Test #3 (Week 5) due by 

February 15 @ 11:59PM 

7 
Week of 

February 21 

The Rise of Nation-States 

 Nation-States and Sovereignty 

 Spain and Catholicism 

 England and Parliamentary 
Monarchy 

 France and Authoritarianism 

Answer 2 discussion questions 

Respond to 2 classmate posts 

  

Test #4 (Weeks 6 & 7) due by 

February 27 @ 11:59PM 



  

 

Important Dates:  
 
MONDAY 03/07/2022-

FRIDAY 03/11/2022 

MID-SEMESTER BREAK-NO CLASSES 

SUNDAY 04/30/2022 END OF FALL SEMESTER 

 


