
                                 22 Spring Semester  

PRINCIPLES OF SOCIOLOGY 

SOC231.150 

 

Number of Credits: 3 

Location/Venue: Online Course 

Instructor: Kelly McNicol, MA Family Studies 

Contact Email: mcnicolkellyl@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: by request 

 

Course Description 

The discipline and its contributions to understanding the fundamental processes of social 

interaction. Includes development of self, socialization process, groups and social structure. 

Application of sociological principles to our society by examination of relevant research. 

Prerequisite(s) 

Prerequisites: ENG 085* and ENG 090* 

Course Goals 

Essential goals of the course include the achievement of several measurable general 
education outcomes defined by the college as vital to the educated individual at the Associate 
Degree Level.  General education outcome #5 is embodied in this course, and will be 
assessed.  Understand human behavior and social systems, and the principles which govern 
them. 

 



Course Objectives 

On completion of the course students will be able to:  

1. Define the empirical nature of sociology; discriminate among the three sociological 
perspectives; and analyze social phenomena using the three major sociological perspectives.  

2. Recognize the extensive roles and functions of sociologists.  

3. Identify and apply basic concepts, theories, and methods utilized in sociological research.  

4. Utilize the sociological concepts of and phenomena related to culture, socialization, 
sociological perspective, social groups, social deviance and social stratification to analyze 
social conditions, social problems, and other social phenomena.  

5. Identify, articulate, and analyze the causes and outcomes of social inequality.  

6. Define and recognize the nature, function, and dynamics of society’s basic social 
institutions (such as: family, religion, education, economics and politics).  

Textbook  

Required Textbook:  Kendall.  Sociology In Our Times (11th edition), Publisher:  Cengage 

 ISBN-13: 978-1337116138 

 Learn about the new textbook program at JC  

For account billing questions, please contact the Jackson College Cashier at 

jccashier@jccmi.edu   

Extras 

You must have access to an Internet connected computer. You are also expected to have 

"backup computer" plans; at a friend's computer, a relative's computer, JC, or at a library. 

Establish computer plans in case your usual computer access is disrupted during the 

semester. The course will continue to move along regardless of whether your computer 

works or not. I provide instructional support, not computer support. It is your responsibility to 

establish and maintain technical connections. If your computer does not work for any period 

of time, you are expected to find a way to do the work.  

 

 

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/bookstore/textbook-program/
mailto:jccashier@jccmi.edu


 

Grading Procedure 

All grading will take place within the Jetnet class.  Assignments will not be accepted via 

email. 

Grading Scale 

 

GPA GRADE 
RANGE 

4.0 90-100% 

3.5 85-89% 

3.0 80-84% 

2.5 75-79% 

2.0 70-75% 

1.5 65-69% 

1.0 60-64% 

0.5 55-59% 

GPA Grade Range 

Failure 

If a student fails to submit work for 2 weeks, they may be dropped from the course. 

 Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own 

work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do 

so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside 

sources. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources 

without adequate documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work 

without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-

plagiarism)  



Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without 

authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our 

educational mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson 

College is fully committed to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those 

with disabilities. We are currently working to increase accessibility and usability of our course 

materials in order to meet or exceed the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act 

of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web Content Accessibility 

Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s efforts to ensure 

accessibility please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page. 

 

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student 

Success at JCCSS@jccmi.edu  or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

Support 

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the 

opportunity to achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of 

charge to Jackson College students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty 

tutoring, mental health referral, temporary assistance with transportation, various 

workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the 

individual needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing 

equal access to all programs and facilities. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/


Oasis Center 

During a student’s college experience, one might encounter situations that impact their 

learning environment. When these situations occur, support from the Oasis Center is 

available to provide short-term assistance. If the situation requires ongoing support, the Oasis 

Center staff can provide that level of support or will assist the individual in securing an 

outside agency to provide it. 

For more information visit the Jackson College Oasis Center webpage 

https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-center/ 

Health Clinic  

Jackson College has partnered with Henry Ford Allegiance Health to offer healthcare to 

Jackson College students and employees. The Jackson College Health Clinic (JCHC) is 

located on Central Campus in the Justin Whiting Hall, Room 111. The caring and 

professional staff at the JCHC provides quality healthcare, including annual exams 

(physicals, program physicals and sports physicals), acute and chronic illness care and 

preventative health care (It’s Your Life). 

For more information visit the Jackson College Health Clinic webpage 

https://www.jccmi.edu/health-clinic/ 

Dental Clinic  

Community members may utilize Jackson College Dental Hygiene Clinic, which offers dental 

hygiene services while helping students gain experience. Students work under the 

supervision of license dental hygiene instructor and dentist as they offer preventative 

services.   

For more information visit the Jackson College Dental Clinic webpage 

https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/ 

https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-center/
https://www.jccmi.edu/health-clinic/
https://www.jccmi.edu/dental-hygiene/dental-hygiene-dental-clinic/


Course Management 

The Withdraw deadline for this semester can be found online through the academic calendar. 

If you do not wish to complete the class and receive a grade, you must withdraw by this date. 

The instructor may withdraw any student who does not attend class, complete assignments 

and/or tests in a timely manner. However, do not assume that I will withdraw you. 

Incompletes will be given only in accordance with JC policy. (Excerpt from JC policy; see 

instructor for a copy of the complete policy.) A student may request an incomplete from the 

instructor. The incomplete will be granted only if the student can provide documentation that 

his or her work up to that point is sufficient in quality, but lacking in quantity, due to 

circumstances beyond the student's control. Furthermore, a written plan for making up the 

missing work within one semester must be completed by the student. Final determination of 

whether an incomplete will be given is the instructor's decision.   

Makeup Policy 

All work has a specific deadline and cannot be made-up.  

Any work submitted after that date will not be accepted and will be marked in the gradebook 

as a zero. 

Help 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the 

semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every 

effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the 

start of the semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring 

accommodations. Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-
disabilities/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


Academic Advising 

Student success navigators serve not only as academic advisors but as a student’s 
academic, financial, and total resource advocate or coach. 

Students will have an assigned navigator to meet with for advising and any questions they 
may have. Navigators will serve as the “go-to” person to help students throughout the college 
experience. 

It is important to know your Student Success Navigator.  You may find your Navigator by 

visiting this website https://www.jccmi.edu/academics/academic-advising/  and click on your 

pathway. You should also receive an email from your Navigator at the beginning of the 

semester.  

Student Responsibilities 

There are a variety of assignments with different due dates. Below is a list of everything that 

has a due date in this course: 

1. Reading the Text: Each week you are expected to read through the designated 

chapters. 

2. Forum Discussions: Every Tuesday you are to post a response to that week’s forum. 

There will be 7 forums total (2 the first week and one each week following that except 

for week 6). Starting Wednesday each week you are to respond to 2 of your 

classmate’s posts. Your comments to your colleagues' statements do not have to be 

as comprehensive as your first post but should certainly be more than "I agree", "I 

disagree"; "Good job!", or something similar.  For maximum points, you must bring 

arguments to support your position!  It is expected that your replies be complete and 

thoughtful. Your answers should reflect our chapter readings or you must use a 

reference from outside readings (but make sure you include your sources). Just 

sighting a reference is not enough. Explain the references and your position on the 

topic. The postings should be in your own words, not copied from the textbook or other 

sources.  The forums do have set deadlines.  You may submit early, but if you fall 

behind and miss the discussion, you will not be able to make up the lost points.   

Forum post grading rubric 

Discussion Boards You will have 10 discussion boards, one for each module.  

Please answer the question and also respond to at least two other posts. Impress me 

by using information from the book, outside sources and webpages.  You should think 

critically and creatively, and use appropriate grammar and spelling (it is OK to have 

some fun too).  

https://www.jccmi.edu/academics/academic-advising/


0 = No Post  

2=Post but did not use book or any critical or creative thinking 

5=Post, did not respond to others  

7=Average post, with average responses to at least 2 other students  

8=Good post, used book, good answer, good responses to 2 other students 

10=Excellent post and excellent responses to at least 2 other students 

3. Learning Objectives (LO’s): Every chapter in the text has specific learning objectives. 

These can be found at the beginning of each chapter. You will find the specific 

assignment with each chapters designated learning objective that you are to type a 

response to. These responses should be in your own words and from the text book. 

Do not assume that what you might find in Google will be the exact same as in the 

text. These are due every Saturday for the first 5 weeks and must be submitted before 

taking the quiz for that week.  

4. Section Quizzes:  There are 5 quizzes. Each one must be completed by 11:59 PM on 

the Saturday it is due. You can not complete the quiz until you have submitted that 

weeks LO’s. You have 3 attempts to get the best grade possible on each quiz. There 

is no time limit and using your text is encouraged. I view quizzes as another step in the 

learning process.  

5. Miscellaneous Assignments: There are 5 of these. They are worth 15 points a piece 

and are all due by 11:59 PM on 2/14/2022. DO NOT wait to compete these.  

6. Sociological Perspectives Comparison Matrix: This is worth almost 25% of your grade 

(300 points). You should begin this during week one and work on it each week as you 

read the chapters and complete the LO’s. If you wait to complete this you will not 

succeed. This assignment is an ongoing process throughout the first 5 weeks.  

7. Final Paper (this takes the place of a final exam): There are multiple steps to this 

paper and they begin during week 4. The paper itself will be worth 300 points. The 

rough draft is worth 20 points. The annotated bibliography assignment is worth 15 

points. You will want to follow the rubric very closely.  

The course in JetNet: There will be 9 segments in JetNet and are as follows: 

1. Orientation: This is where you will find the Pace Chart, syllabus, announcements, and 

a place to ask/answer questions, as well as the Forum 1 for introductions. I will also 

create a video going over these documents.  



2. Helpful Information: Here you will find anything that I or past students have found 

helpful to their success not just in this course but others as well. 

3. The remaining 7 will break down the expectations for each week. Here you will find the 

forums, assignments, required videos, quizzes, and videos where I explain 

assignments and expectations. All of your assignments will be submitted through 

JetNet. 

4. Every once in a while, you will see either a Zoom invite or a Big Blue Button invite. 

These will not be mandatory as this is an internet-based course not requiring any face 

to face time. These will occur if I see consistent issues with the quality of work or if 

many people have the same questions.  

Attendance- Participation Policy 

Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with 

survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams 

BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be monitoring 

student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout the term to 

assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is imperative that you log in to the course 

and actively participate within the first couple of days of the term to validate your enrollment in the course. 

After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn from the course. Being 

withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status. 

As a college student you are responsible for how your participation impacts your academic progress; the 

accountability lies with you. 

Caveat 

Please note: The format and timing of this course may need to change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

In particular: school closings, instructor illness, weather, or other situations that may arise.                           

If you are taking an in -person class, you will be required to complete a Reintegration Video Training 

course in JetNet prior to being admitted to campus.                                                                                                

All COVID safety protocols in place are based on current guidelines and will be enforced while students 

are on campus.  

Calendar  

The professor reserves the right to change the course schedule as necessary. 



WEEK # DATE TOPIC 
HOMEWORK – SEE PACE CHART & 

JETNET FOR DUE DATES 

1 1/10/22 STUDYING SOCIETY & SOCIAL 
LIFE 

READ CH.1-CH.3 

FORUM 1 & 2 

LO’s CH.1-CH.3 

QUIZ 1 

START MATRIX 

A1 - RESEARCH METHODS 

A2 - ROLES & FUNCTIONS F SOCIOLOGIST 

2 1/17/22 SOCIAL GROUPS & SOCIAL 
CONTROL 

READ CH.4-CH.6 

FORUM 3 

LO’S CH.4-CH.6 

QUIZ 2 

A3 - CONFORMITY 

WORK ON MATRIX 

3 1/24/2022 SOCIAL INEQUALITY 

READ CH.7-CH.10 

FORUM 4 

LO’S CH.7-CH.10 

QUIZ 3 

A4 - THE AMERICAN DREAM 

WORK ON MATRIX 

4 1/31/2022 SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

READ CH.11-CH.14 

FORUM 5 

LO’S CH.11-CH.14 

QUIZ 4 

A5 - IDEAL FAMILY CASE STUDIES 

STEP 1 FINAL PAPER 

CONTINUE WORK ON MATRIX 

5 2/7/2022 SOCIAL DYNAMICS & SOCIAL 
CHANGE 

READ CH.15-CH.16 

FORUM 6 

LO’S CH.15-CH.16 

QUIZ 5 

STEP 2 FINAL PAPER 

FINISH MATRIX 

6 2/14/2022 
APPLY WHAT YOU’VE LEARNED 
– ROUGH DRAFT 

ROUGH DRAFT (STEP 3) DUE 

ASSIGNMENTS 1-5 ARE DUE 

7 2/21/2022 
APPLY WHAT YOU’VE LEARNED 
– FINAL PAPER 

FORUM 7 

FINAL PAPER DUE 



 

Important Dates: This course runs from 1/10/22-2/27/22 
 

1/10/2022 LAST DAY TO DROP 

1/14/2022 CENSUS DATE – IF NO PARTICIPATION YOU WILL BE DROPPED 

1/17/2022 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY – NO CLASS ACTIVITIES 

2/22/2022 LAST DAY TO DROP 

2/27/2022 LAST DAY OF CLASS 

 


