
 

21Fall Semester 

Principals of Sociology 

SOC231.160.FL2021 

Number of Credits: 3    Location/Venue: Online Course 

Instructor: Kelly McNicol      Contact Email: mcnicolkellyl@jccmi.edu   Online Office 
Hours: By Appointment Only 

  

Course Description 

The discipline and its contributions to understanding the fundamental processes of 
social interaction. Includes development of self, socialization process, groups and social 
structure. Application of sociological principles to our society by examination of relevant 
research. 

Prerequisite(s) 

Prerequisites: ENG 085* and ENG 090* 

Course Goals 

Understand human behavior and social systems, and the principles which govern them. 

Course Objectives 

On completion of the course students will be able to: 



1. Define the empirical nature of sociology; discriminate among the three sociological 
perspectives; and analyze social phenomena using the three major sociological 
perspectives. 

2. Recognize the extensive roles and functions of sociologists. 

3. Identify and apply basic concepts, theories, and methods utilized in sociological 
research. 

4. Utilize the sociological concepts of and phenomena related to culture, socialization, 
sociological perspective, social groups, social deviance and social stratification to 
analyze social conditions, social problems, and other social phenomena. 

5. Identify, articulate, and analyze the causes and outcomes of social inequality. 

6. Define and recognize the nature, function, and dynamics of society’s basic social 
institutions (such as: family, religion, education, economics and politics). 

Textbook (chose appropriate options below, delete what does not apply) 

Required Textbook: Kendall. Sociology In Our Times (11th edition), Publisher: Cengage 

ISBN-13: 978-1337116138 

For account billing questions, please contact the Jackson College Cashier 
at jccashier@jccmi.edu 

Extras 

Due to this being an on-line course it is highly recommended that you have access to 
more than one device. This can be a family members, friends, your own, or at minimum 
access to a public library that allows access to the internet. Please plan ahead for 
technical difficulties and have a backup. You will also need access and the ability to 
utilize Google Presentations and it is recommended that you have access and know how 
to utilize Zoom. 

Grading Procedure 

All grading will take place within the JetNet class. Assignments will not be accepted via 
email unless specified in the instructions. The course includes the following items for 
grading: 

mailto:jccashier@jccmi.edu


See Course Pace Chart for Specific Due Dates 

16 Learning Objectives Assignments (1 for each chapter) (due every Saturday) 

5 quizzes (1 for each section of the text) – these are not timed, are open book, and you 
have 3 opportunities to receive the best grade possible (due every Sunday). You must 
complete the chapter learning objectives before the quiz will open for you. 

7 forums (Starting with the week 2 forum you must post by Tuesday and then respond 
to 2 classmates on 2 separate days. This ensures that you are getting into our course at 
least 2-3 times a week.) See the Forum Grading Rubric. 

8 assignments (all due 12/6 but don’t procrastinate) 

1 Final/Group Project (35% of your grade) (this includes 2 assignments worth 10 points 
each in addition to the final project) There is an entire section in JetNet dedicated to this 
project. You can find everything you need for this right there. 

Grading Scale 
 

GPA Grade Range 
4.0 90-100% 
3.5 85-89% 
3.0 80-84% 
2.5 75-79% 
2.0 70-75% 
1.5 65-69% 
1.0 60-64% 
0.5 55-59% 
    
Failure 

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of 
their own work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by 
helping others to do so. 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from 
outside sources. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 



Submitting other's work as your own 

Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 
adequate documentation 

Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 
acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism) 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without 
authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 

Plagiarizing in any form 

Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

Copying 

Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

Altering graded work 

Falsifying data 

Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our 
educational mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College 
is fully committed to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with 
disabilities. We are currently working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in 
order to meet or exceed the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For 
more information about Jackson College’s efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson 
College accessibility web page. 
 
If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success 
at JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity 
to achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/


College students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, 
temporary assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to 
meet the individual needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the 
purpose of providing equal access to all programs and facilities. 

Course Management 

Makeup Policy 

All work has a specific deadline and can not be made-up. 

Help 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of 
the semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will 
make every effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-
identify prior to the start of the semester may delay notification to instructors and 
timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not automatically carry 
over to the next semester. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-
disabilities/ 

Student Responsibilities 

Flexibility of time is one of the best advantages of an online course. On-line courses 
allow you to tailor your time to suit your own unique schedule. Time management 
however, is crucial in order for you to be successful in this course. Being only 7 weeks, 
this course is considered an accelerated course. You can expect there to be the same 
amount of work and information gained as if you were taking a 15-week course. This is a 
tough work load. However, it offers our students an opportunity to gain more credits 
within a traditional semester. 

It is your responsibility to reach out to the Student Success Center, your Navigator or 
your High School Counselor if dual enrolled, and myself if you are struggling. 

  

  

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


  

Attendance- Participation Policy 

***If you do not actively participate by 10/30 you will be dropped*** 

Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly 
correlated with survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do your 
assignments and take your quizzes BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, 
there is time to fix them before the deadline. 

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I 
will be monitoring student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting 
student activity throughout the term to assure compliance with college policy and 
federal regulations.  It is imperative that you log in to the course and actively 
participate within the first couple of days of the term to validate your enrollment in the 
course. After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn 
from the course. Being withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, 
billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status. As a college student you are responsible 
for how your participation impacts your academic progress; the accountability lies with 
you. 

Caveat 

The professor reserves the right to change the course schedule as necessary. 

Calendar 

*All calendar timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be changed. 

  

Important Dates: 
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