
                                                               Fall 2021 

Course Name: Writing Experience I

Course number and section: ENG 131-H52
Number of Credits: 3 Instructor: Jonathan Holland

Days Class Meets: 

In-Class Monday (M) & Wednesday (W), 

Online Tuesdays (T) and Thursdays (TH)

Contact Phone: 812-679-8679

Meeting Times:

M W 1 PM to 2:27 PM; T TH Virtual
Contact Email: hollandjonatham@jccmi.edu

Location/Venue: Health Laboratory Center 104: Online Office Hours: By Appointment

Caveat
In the case of instructor illness and unforeseen circumstances, such as weather emergencies, I reserve the

right alter course sessions and scheduled assignments in order to accomplish the course objectives.

If campus closes for any reason, of course, we will not be meeting as a class. However, since this is an 

hybrid course, you’ll be expected to complete and submit assignments online via JetNet, our Learning 

Management Software.

Course Description
This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed. Basic research 

strategies are introduced. An end of the semester portfolio is required. Prequisites: ENG 086 and 

ENG091

Course Goals
In this course, students will be develop a generative, revision, and editing process that enables them to 

write more clearly, concisely, and intelligibly in academic, professional, and personal capacities. Analyzing 

a variety of texts, students will practice identifying and articulating genre, audience, meaning, and purpose.

Additionally, students will bolster grammar mechanics along with research and documentation skills. 

This is a hybrid, accelerated   intensive   writing course  , which means we condense an entire semester 

of intensive writing and analytical work into 15 weeks. Students will not do any less work than the 15-week,

twice per week courses; instead, students will be required to be in class on Mondays and Wednesdays, 

and they’ll complete work online on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Students should expect to reading 

assignments for in-person session and a chapter on some off days (up to 4 per week), as well as 

generate from 200 to 400 words of text a day (up to 4 times per week). 



Course Objectives
 Develop a reflective, recursive writing processto achieve purpose in audience- 

centered communication
 Articulate and demonstrate use of rhetorical situation—purpose, audience, context―in 

consciously crafted, audience-focused writing
 Use genres to navigate complex rhetorical challenges and compose texts that achieve 

purpose and meet audience needs
 Demonstrate ability to employ narrative, descriptive, and informative strategies in 

consciously crafted, audience-focused writing
 Identify assumptions, point of view, and implications born of reasoning
 Demonstrate research skills: establish research question, define type of information 

needed; identify where to find information; triangulate sources; evaluate information
 Integrate, cite, and document sourced material

 Practice correct grammar and usage

Textbook 
Johnson-Sheehan, Writing Today 4E. ISBN:9780136653738. 

You will need to set-up an     account     with     Pearson     Publishing:   

www.pearsonhighered.com/revel

Extras
In-Class Requirements: You’ll need to come to class with paper and writing utensils every session. 

Computers will not be allowed during class, but you’ll need a computer to complete and upload 

assignments. Phones will be useful in photographing and submitting some assignments (but they also 

aren’t allowed during class).

Online Requirements: You’ll need a reliable internet connection, access to a computer (a cell phone 

won’t work), and access to Microsoft Office or Google Docs. Here is the link to get the link where you can 

obtain Microsoft Office for free. Get the complete version of the latest Microsoft Office to use as long as 

you are a student here. You must use your JC Student Account username and password for this. Go to: 

Office.com/GetOffice365. If you need tech support, you will need to contact The Solution Center. I cannot

help with computer issues. The Solution Center phone number: 517-796-8639.

Wording for Preferred Name:
If you have a preferred first name and/or specific gender pronouns you would like me to use (whether the 

traditional pronouns of she/her/hers or he/him/his, or alternative, non-binary pronouns such as 

they/them/theirs, ey/em/eirs, or zie/zim/zirs), please let me know. Let me know which specific pronoun you 

prefer.

Grading Scale
GPA 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.5 2.0 1.5 1.0 0.5 0.0

Grade●
Range●

94%-

100%

89%-

93%

84%-

88%

78%-

83%

72%-

77%

66%-

71%

60%-

65%

55%-

59%

0%-

54%

http://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel


Grading Procedure
Grades will be evaluated with a 4.0 scale. Your overall grade will be calculated with the following.  

 15% In-Class Writings (ICWs): These low-stakes writing assignments will be completed both in-class 

and at home. Some will be required to be handwritten responses (photographed and submitted), then 

typed (i.e. rewritten), expanded, and submitted as formal assignments. Others will be research or 

revision exercises. Scores will be assessed based on the word count and quality of thought/effort.

 15% Revel Quizzes: These assessments are textbook chapter quizzes that you’ll complete online.

 5% Essay First Drafts: These are required, and you’ll receive full credit as long as you complete 

each of the first drafts, submit them online by the deadline, and bring 2 printed copies to class to 

disburse for peer review. 

 5% Essay Revision Plans: These reflections will take place after peer review for each essay. You’ll 

have time to jot some notes and thoughts during class, but the Essay Revision Plan is a 250-word 

document describing your concrete plans to significantly revise your draft.

 10% Peer Review: Your peer review grade IS NOT participation. You’ll be evaluated and graded on 

the quality of your suggestions, the positivity of your tone, and the level of engagement with your peers’

drafts. You get what you give, and peer review is about YOU learning getting better by helping others 

get better. 

 50% Final Portfolio: Since you won’t be revising and rewriting larger essays as we move briskly 

through the semester, your final portfolio will be your opportunity to present polished, completed work 

that takes your instructor’s and peers’ comments into account. Essays must be significantly 

rewritten and/ or revised. In some cases, you may be adding a source or rewriting from a different 

perspective or formalizing tone. In other instances, you may be providing and analyzing specific 

examples and/or passages. Many times, you’ll be deleting general and repetitive sections and adding 

more compelling examples. You’ll always be looking for moments you can rewrite a passage to be 

more concise by collapsing sentences together, or maybe you’re trying to make the writing more 

engaging, so you’re looking for moments where you can add concrete details or sentence variety or 

more. I expect significant revisions Do not turn in lightly edited drafts or you will not like your grade. 

The Portfolio will contain 3 essays (at least 10 pages not including cover pages and works cited pages)

and all drafts must be peer- and instructor-reviewed (i.e. you must complete first drafts of essays 

included in the portfolio)

Academic Honesty Policy
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so. 

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism 

includes but is not limited to: 

 Submitting other's work as your own



 Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation

 Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism) 

Cheating
Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to: 

 Plagiarizing in any form

 Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization

 Copying

 Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others

 Altering graded work

 Falsifying data

 Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical

 Allowing your work to be submitted by others

Accessibility
Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our educational 

mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College is fully committed 

to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with disabilities. We are currently 

working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in order to meet or exceed the 

requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 

and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s 

efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page.

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success at 

JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page.

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity to 

achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson College 

students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, temporary 

assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program.

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the individual 

needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal access to all 

programs and facilities.

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/


Course Management
Students can manage their enrollment in a course for special circumstances through withdrawal, audit and 

incomplete grading procedures.  

Makeup Policy
Students cannot makeup missed work. To succeed in this hybrid, accelerated course, you must stay on top

of deadlines.

Attendance- Participation Policy
Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with 

survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments. If problems occur, there 

is time to fix them before the deadline. 

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be monitoring 

student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout the term to 

assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  Not actively participating in class may result

in you being withdrawn from the course which can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility,

and housing status. As a college student you are responsible for how your participation impacts your 

academic progress; the accountability lies with you.

You are allowed 1 unpenalized absence (but you still must complete the assignments for that day) 

by 11:59 PM on the due date. Any absence after the first will result in a 5% reduction in your overall

grade. If you are not feeling well, let me know ahead of time and we will discuss a way for you to 

participate or view the lecture/discussion, but you must complete the assignments in a timely fashion to 

succeed in this course. 

Student Support
Center for Student Success is located in Bert Walker Hall, Room 138, the Center provides 

tutoring and other services.  Please call (796-8415) or visit for more information.  The staff are there to

help you succeed in your studies, so please do not hesitate to make use of this free resource for any 

of your classes.

Writing Fellows  is located in Bert Walker Hall, Room 148, the Writing Fellows provide tutoring and 

assistance with writing assignments are stationed in BW 148 and are ready for walk-in conferences as

well as appointments.

The Oasis Center is located in Whiting Hall, the Oasis Center provides counseling and a variety of 

mental health and substance abuse resources. Call 517.990.1300 or After-Hours: 517.787.7920. 



Academic Advising
It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester in 

order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate 

accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay 

notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not 

automatically carry over to the next semester. Please e-mail JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page

Course Calendar 
Note: ALL ASSIGNMENTS, READINGS, AND DUE DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


Week 1: 
Session 1: In Class (8/30)
Reading Due (Before Class) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 1: Genre Activities (typed 

and expanded to 250 words)

In Class

Chapter 1 PowerPoint 

ICW 1: Handwritten draft (submit

online)

Signup for Revel

Introduce Gale Opposing 

Viewpoints

Focal Points:   

Session 2: At Home (8/31)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM)

Chapter 3 Rhetorical Situation 

and Revel Quizzes

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 2: Find and Analyze an 

Opinion Article

Focal Points:   

Session 3: In class (9/1)
Reading Due (Before Class)

Narrative and Burroway Excerpt

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 3: Important Moments 

(typed and expanded to 250 

words a piece, 400 total)

In Class

Reading Quiz

Discussion

ICW 3: Handwritten draft; 

narrative bullet points (submit 

online)

Focal Points:   

Session 4: At Home (9/2)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM)

Chapter 4 Reading Critically… 

and Revel Quizzes

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 4: Add 200 words of 

concrete significant detail to both

moments in ICW 3(400 words 

total)

In Class

Focal Points:   

*Note: Assignments and due dates are subject to change



Week 2: 
Session 5: (9/6) Labor Day NO CLASS!
Reading Due (Before Class) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM) In Class

Focal Points:   

Session 6: At Home (9/7)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM)

Chapter 6 Memoirs and Revel 

Quizzes

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 5: Analyze Moment #1 (250 

Words)

In Class

Focal Points:   

 
Session 7: In Class (9/8)
Reading Due (Before Class)

Sample Essays and Sample first 

draft

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 6: Analyze Moment #2 (300 

Words)

In Class

Reading Quiz Sample Essays

Discuss Memoirs

Focal Points: community and collaboration  writing as a process  offering effective feedback for other writers  improving your own 

writing by offering feedback

Session 8: At Home (9/9)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 7: First 2 pages of Essay 1 

rough draft (DO NOT SUBMIT 

RAW, UNREVISED ICWs)

In Class

Focal Points:   

*Note: Assignments and due dates are subject to change



Week 3:

Session 9: In Class (9/13)
Reading Due (Before Class) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

Essay 1 Draft Due 

online by 11:59 PM

In Class

Snacks, Collaborative Art 

Activities and Workday

Focal Points:   

Session 10: At Home (9/14)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM)

Chapter 4: Reading Critically and

Incorporating Sources and Revel

Quizzes

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 8: Read or Viewed 

Something that Significantly 

Changed You

In Class

Focal Points:   

Session 11: In Class (9/15)
Reading Due (Before Class)

Chapter 7: The Profile and Revel

Quizzes

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 9: Practice Profile 1 [Place] 

(300 words)

In Class

Discuss Profiles

Look at Sample papers

ICW 9 Handwritten draft (submit 

online)

Focal Points:   

Session 12: At Home (9/16)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM)

Chapter 15:The Research Paper 

and Revel Quizzes 

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 10: Practice Profile 2 

[Person You Know] (300 Words

In Class

Focal Points:   

*Note: Assignments and due dates are subject to change



Week 4:
Session 13: In Class (9/20)
Reading Due (Before Class)

Chapter 25 Starting Research 

and Revel Quizzes

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 11: Practice Profile 3 

[Person/ Group that represents 

generation] (300 words)

In Class

Research Discussion

ICW 9 Handwritten draft (submit 

online)

Focal Points:   

Session 14: At Home (9/21)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM)

Chapter 26 Finding Sources and 

Revel Quizzes 

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 12: First 1.5 Pages of Essay

2 First Draft (DO NOT SUBMIT 

RAW ICWs)

In Class

Focal Points:   

Session 15: In Class (9/22)
Reading Due (Before Class) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

Essay 1 Draft Due 

online by 11:59 PM

In Class

Snacks, Collaborative Art 

Activities and Workday

Focal Points:   

Session 16: At Home (9/23)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM)

Chapter 27 Citing, Quoting, and 

Paraphrasing, and Revel 

Quizzes

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 13: Choosing a topic, 

finding points of view, and 

responding

In Class

Focal Points:   

*Note: Assignments and due dates are subject to change



Week 5:
Session 17: In Class (9/27)
Reading Due (Before Class)

Chapter 28 MLA Citation and 

Revel Quizzes

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 14: Research Activity

In Class

LIBRARY DAY?

Focal Points:   

Session 18: At Home (9/28)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 15: Research Activity (Find 

10 articles, summarize briefly, 

and describe how it relates to 

your topic.

In Class

Focal Points:   

Session 19: In Class (9/29)
Reading Due (Before Class)

Research Paper Supplement

Bring an Article (that you’ve 

read) from your research to 

class

Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 16: Annotated Bibliography 

Entry from Your Research #1 

(250 Words typed [not including 

citation])

In Class

Review Research Papers

Discuss Annotated Bibliography

ICW 16: Handwritten draft 

(submit online)

Focal Points:   

Session 20: At Home (9/30)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 17: Annotated Bibliography 

Entry from Your Research #2 

(250 Words typed [not including 

citation])

4 part Annotated 

Bib. Draft Due by 

Friday 11:59 PM

In Class

Focal Points:   

*Note: Assignments and due dates are subject to change



Week 6:
Session 21: In Class (10/4)
Reading Due (Before Class) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 19: Mock Peer Review for 

in-class Paragraph (300 words)

In Class

Essay 3 First Draft 

Due IN CLASS (2 

Hardcopies)
Mock Peer Review (handwritten 

submit online)

Read and Discuss “Workshop is 

not for you”

Focal Points:   

Session 22: At Home (10/5)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 20: Peer Review 1 (400 

words)

In Class

Focal Points:   

Session 23: In Class (10/6)
Reading Due (Before Class): Writing Due 

Peer Review Letters due in class

Revision Plan (300 words by 

11:59 PM)

ICW 21: Revision Activity Essay 

1: The Narrative

In Class

ICW 21: Revision Activity Essay 

1

Focal Points:   

Session 24: At Home (10/7)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 22: Revision Activity Essay 

2: The Profile

In Class

Focal Points:   

*Note: Assignments and due dates are subject to change



Week 7:
Session 25: In Class (10/11)
Reading Due (Before Class) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

ICW 23: Revision Activity for 

Essay 3: The Research Paper

In Class

Final Portfolio First 

Draft Due IN CLASS

(2 Hardcopies)
Revision Conferences and Work 

Day

Focal Points:   

Session 26: At Home (10/12)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM) In Class

Focal Points:   

Session 27: In Class (10/13)
Reading Due (Before Class) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

Peer Review Letters due in class

Revision Plan (300 words by 

11:59 PM)

In Class

Revision Conferences

Peer Review

Focal Points:   

Session 28: At Home (10/14)
Reading Due (By 11:59 PM) Writing Due (by 11:59 PM)

Rewrite, Revise, Edit, and 

Polish!

In Class

Focal Points:   

10/15 Revision Conferences (by appointment)

*Note: Assignments and due dates are subject to change
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