
                                 21 Fall Semester 

Course Name: Criminal Law 

Course number and section CRJ 101-150  
 

Number of Credits: 3 credits 

Days Class Meets: Online 

Meeting Times: August 30 to October 18 

Location/Venue:  

Instructor: Prof. Susan G. Murphy  

Contact Phone: 517-768-6528 

Contact Email: murphysusang@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: By appointment 

 

Course Description 

This course provides students with knowledge of basic principles and applications of Criminal Law and 
Practices commonly used in the fields of criminal justice and criminology. An overview of criminal law, 
elements of crime/liability, crimes against people, crimes against property, and other current criminal 
issues such as terrorism, immigration, and organized crime will be discussed. 

Prerequisite(s):  
None. 

Course Goals 
During this semester, you will review the materials in the book, research areas on your computer, watch 

videos regarding the topics, and complete assignments designed to help you understand criminal law from 

all perspectives. Don’t look at the materials just from a police officer’s viewpoint, and don’t look at the 

materials just from a citizen’s viewpoint. As an online course, you are learning at your pace. If you need 

additional assistance from the professor, reach out via email or phone. Discuss issues with your 

classmates to obtain other perspectives. Be open minded. By doing these things, you will learn how the 

criminal law functions and areas of the criminal justice system that are flawed and need work. 



 

Course Objectives 
The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes (GEOs) established by 

the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year colleges 

and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve. GEOs guarantee students 

achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in many 

certification programs.  

Upon successful completion of the course, student should be able to: 

• To understand how a court decides cases and analyzes legal issues 

• To appreciate the origins of the criminal law in the U.S.  

• To think critically about why criminal laws have evolved in the manner they have and their future 

evolution 

• How crimes are categorized by type and seriousness 

• The elements of a crime in general and for specific crimes in particular 

• The defenses to a criminal charge and what kind of proof is required to establish a successful 

defense 

Textbook  
 

Criminal Law (2016) (13th ed.)  Thomas J. Gardner and Terry M. Anderson, Wadsworth Publishing  
ISBN: 1305966368 

ISBN-13: 9781305966369 

Hardcover/rental is also available through Amazon. It should be available through BibliU, also. 

☒ Digital Format: This text is available in a digital format to rent or purchase through the JC 

Bookstore.  Please see the links posted on your class JetNet site.  

Please review the cost of your required materials to determine the best option for you to purchase your 

materials. 

Please note, your opt out selection is for your entire semester schedule. You cannot opt out/opt into 

individual courses. And you must opt out by the due date of your first class, which is the 3rd day after the 

start of your earliest course.         

Learn new textbook program at JC  

For account billing questions, please contact the Jackson College Cashier at jccashier@jccmi.edu   

https://www.jccmi.edu/bookstore/textbook-program/
mailto:jccashier@jccmi.edu


Extras 
You will use your computer for research issues as well as to watch pertinent material. 

Exam Process 
You have exams through Jet Net. As an online course, your exams are open book. You should take your 

time to address the specific topics asked by the question. Often the points allotted to the question will give 

you the idea of how in depth you may need to go to obtain full credit. Keep in mind, that you are to use 

complete sentences for all exam questions that are short answer or essay. 

Grading Procedure 
 

Grading Rationale: 

 

A minimum of two major assessments and two minor assessments will be given. Such assessments might 

include group projects, research projects, lab assignments, capstone projects, case studies, written 

essays, as well as exams.  All major assessments are announced in advance and listed on the course 

schedule. 

 

Missed or Late Assignments/Assessments: 

 

Students are expected to plan their schedule so that they can participate each week and manage their time 

so that assignments and assessments can be completed on or before the date they are due. Acceptance 

of a late assignment is at the discretion of the instructor. is no make-up for in-class quizzes. As an online 

course, there is no need to provide for makeup of quizzes or tests ~ you have at least seven (7) days to 

complete the work each week 

 

Determination of Final Grade: 

 

Grading Criteria:   Total Possible Points:  370 points 

 

Quizzes (190 points) There is a quiz for each chapter worth 10 points. 

Attendance/Participation (70 points) Each forum participation counts for 5 points (3 for initial and 2 for 

replies). There are at least 2 forums per week. If there are more than 2 each week, the top 10 grades will 

count towards the 70 points. Weeks 6 and 7 are opened together so that you can schedule your time 

effectively with other course midterms or finals.  

Initial Post: The student must post an initial post to the forum by Thursday at 6 p.m. 

Reply Posts: The student must post a reply post, as required by the forum assignment, by 

Sunday at 9:00 p.m. 



Homework (50 points) You will be given at least one assignment to hand in for weeks 2 through 6 worth 

10 points each.  

MAJOR TEST (60 points):  You will have a midterm due in week 4 and a final due on the last night of 

class. Each is worth 30 points.  

Extra Credit points (5) Five points are assigned for students who complete the semester-end evaluation 

before the last night of class. Students must notify professor that the evaluation is completed so that it can 

be confirmed. 

Grading Scale 

Performance Points Grade Percentage 

Superior 348-370 4.0 94-100% 

 Excellent 330-347 3.5 89-93% 

Very Good  311-329 3.0 84-88% 

Good  289-310 2.5 78-83% 

 Average 267-288 2.0 72-77% 

Below 

Average 

245-266 1.5 66-71% 

Poor  222-244 1.0 60-65% 

Below Poor 203-221 .5 55-59% 

 Unacceptable <203 0.0 0-54% 

 

Students who do not officially withdraw from this course, have a score that falls in the 

unacceptable range, or does not take the final exam will receive a final grade of 0.0. 

Failure 
The Professor reserves the right to fail a student who does not take the midterm or final exam. 

 



Academic Honesty Policy 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism 

includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 
Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our educational 

mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College is fully committed 

to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with disabilities. We are currently 

working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials to meet or exceed the requirements 

of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web 

Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s efforts to 

ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page. 

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility


If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success at 

JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity to 

achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson College 

students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, temporary 

assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the individual 

needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal access to all 

programs and facilities. 

Course Management 
 

Stay current with materials. If you have an emergency or life challenge, communicate with your professor 

because you may have options. 

If you want/need to withdraw from class and with a refund: September 3, 2021 

If you need to withdraw from class after the refund period: October 13, 2021 

If you need more time to complete the course and wish to be considered for an incomplete: You should talk 

to your professor no later than October 11, 2021. 

 

Help 
Reach out to tutors, counseling services, or writing mentors to enhance your learning of the material if you 

are having difficulty. If you need more direct assistance from the professor, call at the above number to 

arrange a video meeting.  

Academic Advising 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester to 

receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate 

accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay 

notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not 

automatically carry over to the next semester. Please e-mail JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


Student Responsibilities 

1. As a college student, you are expected to schedule at least two hours of study time outside of class for 
each hour the class meets. For a 7-week online class, this equates to 12 hours per week. 
 
2. You can expect that questions related to homework will be answered in the weekly session. 
 
3. You are responsible for reading the text and not relying entirely on the instructor presenting every detail.  
 
4. You must show the attempted work when seeking help in completing an assignment. You are 
encouraged to contact the instructor during posted office hours or by special appointment. 
 
5. You may not always be able to complete assignments during the scheduled class session. Therefore, 
you must spend extra time outside of class to complete these assignments. 
 
6. You should save (archive) samples of your best work because an electronic portfolio may be required 
for program completion. Contact your instructor if there are any questions. 
 
7. You are responsible for all announcements and material presented in class, for completion of all 
homework and lab assignments, and for actively participating in the learning process. 
 
8. If you plan to e-mail your instructor with questions or to leave a message on your instructor's voice mail, 
identify yourself and the class you are referring to before beginning your message or question. Be sure to 
leave a number for a return call. 
 
9. If you have any health conditions that might create an emergency (i.e., seizure disorders, diabetes, heart 
conditions), you are responsible for informing your instructor. 
 
10. If you have any test taking needs or other accommodations, you must discuss them with your 
instructor. 
 
11. You must participate with each session. Class participation contributes significantly to academic 
success. Students who participate regularly tend to earn higher grades and have higher passing rates in 
courses. Missing work or discussion material may jeopardize grades or even the ability to continue in the 
course.  

Attendance- Participation Policy 
Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with 

survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams 

BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be monitoring 

student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout the term to 

assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is imperative that you log in to the course 

and actively participate within the first couple of days of the term to validate your enrollment in the course. 

After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn from the course. Being 

withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status. 

As a college student you are responsible for how your participation impacts your academic progress; the 

accountability lies with you. CENSUS DATE: September 3, 2021 

 



Caveat 
Please note: The format and timing of this course may need to change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

In particular: school closings, instructor illness, weather, or other situations that may arise.                           

If you are taking an in-person class, you will be required to complete a Reintegration Video Training course 

in JetNet before being admitted to campus.  

All COVID safety protocols in place are based on current guidelines and will be enforced while students 

are on campus.  

Classroom/Online Etiquette 

For your benefit and for the benefit of your classmates: 

- Always be considerate to your classmates and to your instructor. 

- Ask pertinent questions; contribute to discussions; avoid "private" conversations that distract the 

instructor and other students. 

-Always use appropriate grammar, punctuation, and complete sentences. Do not use slang, abbreviations, 

or text language. 

- Post your required online material: 

Initial Post: The student must post an initial post to the forum by Friday at 6 p.m. 

Reply Posts: The student must post a reply post, as required by the forum assignment, by 

Sunday at Midnight. 

-Type all homework assignments and submit them through JetNet. 

Keys to Success: 

- Have a positive attitude about learning and the class. 

- Read the textbook and the handouts before you work on forum discussions and assignments. 

- Do your own lab projects or work with your "study partner when permitted." Ask for help when needed. 

- Don't expect to understand every topic the first time it is presented; review often and spend as much time 

as necessary to master the material. 

- Enjoy the class! 

  



Calendar:  

Important Dates:  
 
MONDAY 09/06/2021 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY-NO CLASSES 

WEDNESDAY 11/24-

SUNDAY 11/28/2021 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY-NO CLASSES 

SATURDAY 12/18/2021 END OF FALL SEMESTER 

 

*NOTE: calendar timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be changed. 

Schedule 

Class Date Topics Target 

Competencies 

 

1 August  

30  

Introduction 

The U.S. Constitution 

The Bill of Rights 

Chapter 1 - Criminal Law: Purposes, Scope, 

and Sources 

Chapter 2 - Jurisdiction 

Chapter 3 – Essential Elements of a Crime 

 

Understand the 

provisions of the U.S. 

Constitution and its 

Amendments, and the 

basic concepts of 

criminal law. 

 

 

2 

 

September 

6/7 

Chapter 4 Criminal Liability 

Chapter 5 – Criminal Responsibility and the 

Capacity to Commit a crime 

Chapter 6 – The Law Governing the Use of 

Force 
 

Fully understand the 

basic concepts of 

criminal law. 

 

3 

 

September 

13 

Chapter 7 - Other Criminal Defenses 

Chapter 8 - Sentencing/Punishment 

Chapter 9 - Free Speech Free and Street 

Crime 

 

Fully understand the 

basic concepts of 

criminal law and 

punishment; understand 

the law of Free Speech 

 

4 September 

20 

Chapter 10 – Homicide 

Chapter 11 - Assault, Battery, and Other 

Crimes Against the Person 

Chapter 12 - Sexual Assault, Rape, 

Prostitution, and Related Sex Crimes 

 

Fully understand 

homicide, and other 

crimes against a person 

 

Midterm due  

September 26 at 

Midnight 

 



 

5 

 

 

September 

27 

Chapter 13 - Theft 

Chapter 14 - Robbery and Burglary 

Chapter 15 - White Collar Crime, Cyber 

Crime, and Commercial Crime 
 

Fully understand crimes 

against property and 

white-collar crime 

 

6 October 4 Chapter 16 - Drug Abuse and Alcohol-

Related Crimes 

Chapter 17 - Terrorism 
 

Fully understand crimes 

involving drugs and 

alcohol 
and crime of terrorism  

 

7 October 11 Chapter 18- Organized Crime & Gangs 

Chapter 19 - Immigration Crimes, Contempt, 

and Other Crimes Against Government 

Fully understand 

organized crime & gangs 

and immigration crimes 

& crimes against the 

government 

 

  Final Exam due 

SUNDAY, October 17 at Midnight 

  


