
                  21 Fall Semester  

                  

Course Name:  

Elementary German I 

 

Course number and section: 

GRM131.l1.FL2021 

 

Number of Credits: 4 

Days Class Meets: T/TH 

Online Meeting Times: 7:00-8:00 PM  

Location/Venue: Online via BigBlueButton on JetNet 

Instructor: Kathryn Roche 

Contact Email: rochekathrynf@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: TH 6:00-7:00 PM 

  

Course Description  

GRM 131 introduces and develops the four skills of language learning: listening, speaking, 

reading and writing, with special emphasis on listening and speaking.  

 

Prerequisite(s)  

ENG 085 or equivalent competency. 



 

Course Goals  

The primary goals of GRM 101 are communication and intercultural competence.  Students will 

learn to communicate orally and to understand authentic spoken and written German.  Grammar 

is to be learned outside of class.  Class time will be used to practice grammar in listening and 

speaking activities.  Students are expected to participate.  Students will begin to develop 

competence in the knowledge and appreciation of and facilitation in the German-speaking 

cultures. Students experiencing difficulties should consult their instructor. 

 

 Course Objectives  

The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes (GEOs) 

established by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert 

with four-year colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we 

serve. GEOs guarantee students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, 

and professional skills needed in many certification programs. The GEOs and course objectives 

addressed in this class include the following:  

 

World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages: This course incorporates the World-

Readiness Standards for Learning Languages published by ACTFL, which suggest ways to 

personalize the material learned in the classroom to a variety of interpersonal situations, future 

career goals and experiences, and to be able to apply those skills globally. These standards 

include five goal areas: Communication, Cultures Connections, Comparisons, and Communities. 

The “5-C” goal areas may be accessed at www.actfl.org/publications/all/national-standards-

foreign-language-education 

Language Proficiency Goals: By the end of the two-semester sequence German 131 and 132, 

students should be able participate orally in basic communicative exchanges, understand German 

spoken in defined situations, interpret written language dealing with common and useful 

vocabulary, write sentences using basic grammatical structures and daily vocabulary. 

Textbook   

• Lovik/Guy/Chavez, Vorsprung: A Communicative Introduction to German Language and 

Culture. 4th  Edition. ISBN: 9780357036983 

 

Grading Procedure  

http://www.actfl.org/publications/all/national-standards-foreign-language-education
http://www.actfl.org/publications/all/national-standards-foreign-language-education


Attendance & Preparation ..................................  10% 

Homework ..........................................................  30% 

Quizzes ...............................................................  20% 

Final Exam / Projects (Oral, Listening, Reading, Structure, Writing) .. 40% 

 

Grading Scale  

  
GPA  GRADE RANGE  

4.0  94-100%  

3.5  89-93%  

3.0  84-88%  

2.5  78-83%  

2.0  72-77%  

1.5  66-71%  

1.0  60-65%  

0.5  55-59%  

0.0  0-54%  

 

Failure  

Any circumstances under which a student could be dismissed from or failed in the course that is 

not covered in other college publications. In pass/fail courses, a listing of minimal competencies.  

 

Academic Honesty Policy  

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own 

work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.   



 

Plagiarism  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:   

• Submitting other's work as your own  

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation  

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work 

without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-

plagiarism)   

Cheating  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:   

• Plagiarizing in any form  

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization  

• Copying  

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others  

• Altering graded work  

• Falsifying data  

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical  

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others  

Accessibility  

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our 

educational mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson 

College is fully committed to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those 

with disabilities. We are currently working to increase accessibility and usability of our course 

materials in order to meet or exceed the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 

(WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s efforts to ensure accessibility 

please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page.  

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student 

Success at JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page.  

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the 

opportunity to achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/


to Jackson College students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental 

health referral, temporary assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the 

TRIO program.  

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the 

individual needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing 

equal access to all programs and facilities.  

Course Management  

Students should inform the instructor of special circumstances which may require extended 

absences, makeup work, withdrawal, audit, or incomplete grades. 

 

Makeup Policy  

All assignments must be completed on their due dates to receive full credit. Late assignments 

receive a 20% reduction in the grade. 

 

Help  

Students should make arrangements with the instructor for extra help if needed and/or seek help 

at the Center for Student Success. It is important to contact a Center for Student Success 

professional prior to the start of the semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely 

manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, 

failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay notification to instructors and 

timeliness of acquiring accommodations.. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-

disabilities/ 

 

Academic Advising  

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the 

semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every 

effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start 

of the semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring 

accommodations. Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester. Please 

e-mail JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page  

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


Student Responsibilities  

Students are expected to attend online class sessions and be prepared to speak German in each 

class, to participate in all activities, to turn in all written assignments, complete online 

assignments on their due date, and to contact the instructor to arrange extra help if needed.  

 

Students should email the instructor before or during the scheduled class time of an absence from 

that class. Students should check JetNet for handouts and other information that they may have 

missed in class. Students are responsible for making arrangements to make up quizzes, tests, 

conversations, presentations and other class assignments to avoid reduced credit on quizzes, 

tests, conversations, presentations and other assignments. Extra credit assignments are not 

available. 

 

Attendance- Participation Policy  

Given the importance of oral participation in language classes, attendance on Tuesday/Thursday 

is vital. Unless there are extenuating circumstances, more than two absences per semester will 

result in a lower grade. In addition, students must not be absent on exam days or presentation 

days unless he/she has previously informed the instructor and made arrangements to make the 

presentation or take the exam at a mutually convenient time. The exam then taken may be 

different from the one given to the class, although it will cover the same material. Any exam not 

taken becomes a zero. 

 

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, 

reporting of student participation in classes will occur at three designated times each semester. 

Instructors will assign one of three non-transcripted letter symbols to each student during each 

reporting period (see below). Students identified as no longer participating will be dropped or 

administratively withdrawn from the class, and students identified as needing academic 

assistance will be contacted. 

Participation/Progress Symbols 

• H – The student is not doing acceptable work and needs Help to be successful.  

• Q – The student has not participated and the instructor believes they have unofficially 

withdrawn (Quit). These students will be dropped/withdrawn from the class.  

• V – The instructor Verifies that the student is participating and doing acceptable work. 

 



Participation is an integral part of the course. A student’s participation grade is based on a 

positive attitude in class, a willingness to volunteer for different activities and answer questions, 

speaking in German whenever possible, attempting to improve pronunciation and vocabulary, 

attendance, and respect for other students, the instructor, and cultural and linguistic differences. 

If any of these areas are lacking, it will result in a lower participation grade. Use of cell phones 

and other electronic devices is not permitted during class time. The devices may be used for 

classroom activities approved by the instructor. 

 

Caveat  

The format and timing of this course may need to change due to unforeseen circumstances. In 

particular: school closings, instructor illness, weather, or other situations that may arise.                        

Calendar   

See the Handout HOMEWORK SCHEDULE FOR VORSPRUNG for daily 

assignments/quizzes/exams on JetNet. Students should practice and learn vocabulary before each 

class, complete assigned activities and, read cultural sections in each lesson. Late homework will 

be given a 20% reduction in credit. 

*The calendar timeline and assignment are an approximation and could be changed.  

 

Important Dates:   
Monday 08/30/2021 Day and evening classes begin 

Monday 09/06/2021 

 

Labor Day Holiday- No School 

Wednesday 11/24- Sunday 11/28/2021 

 

Thanksgiving Holiday- No Classes 

Saturday 12/18/2021 

 

End of Fall Semester 

 

 
 
 


