
                                 21 Fall Semester 

Music Theory I 

MUS151.H01 

 

Number of Credits: 4 

Days Class Meets: August 30 - December 18, 2021 

Meeting Times: Mondays, 3:00 – 5:27 p.m. 

Location/Venue: 211 James McDivitt Hall 

Instructor: Dan Bickel, JC Lead Music Faculty 

Contact Phone: (517) 990-1314 

Contact Email: bickeldanielp@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: Mondays, 12-3 pm (BW 241), Tuesdays 3:00-6:00 (Ruth Day Office), and by 

appointment 

 

 

Course Description 
Study of scales, key signatures, chord structure, intervals, chord progression, and non-harmonic tones. 

This course includes sight-singing, keyboard harmony, and ear-training. 

Prerequisite(s) 

None, but musical experience is recommended. 

Course Goals 
To equip students with tools to analyze music from many genres, and to comprehend musical form, style, 

and other musical concepts more deeply. Additionally, the class will equip or enhance students’ ability to 

arrange and write new musical creations.  

Course Objectives 
Recognition of musical ingredients used in constructing tonal composition (form and function), historical 

and musical understanding and analysis of Baroque, Classical, and Romantic works and techinques.  



Students will gain skills to create musical works for varied ensembles, in their desired styles (including 

modern), utilizing tools from past musical examples. 

Textbook (Required online Texts are accessible through JetNet 
Course/Included with course enrollment and “opting in”) 

1. “The  Musician’s Guide to Theory and Analysis, Fourth Edition”  

 Clendinning and Marvin (For this book, the student set will populate automatically when you 

click on the  link in the JetNet Page).  

2. “InQuizitive for Aural Skills, 4e” – Norton publishing.  Details to add yourself to student set will be 

shared ASA) – then your homework progress will report to me magically 

3. Sight Singing Examples will be shared within the JetNet page. 

Please note, your opt out selection is for your entire semester schedule. You cannot opt out/opt into 

individual courses. And you must opt out by the due date of your first class, which is the 3rd day after the 

start of your earliest course.  In order to access the Music Theory materials, you must not “opt out” of 

textbook access.     

Learn new textbook program at JC  

For account billing questions, please contact the Jackson College Cashier at jccashier@jccmi.edu   

Extras 

It’s recommended to have staff paper for writing music, access to a computer for use of Noteflight (for 

homework), and setting up a musescore account (or other music notation software). 

Grading Procedure 
Application assignments will involve musical notation (by hand, and/or computer-assisted), presenting 

pieces in assigned modes, time signatures, or key-signs, etc.  You get to write music! 

Graded workbook assignments and worksheets will provided via the online platform linked to our ebook.  

“NoteFlight” notational software is used for this work and requires a little fiddlin’ to figure it out. I plan to 

help with this in our weekly synchrounous BBB meetings on Wednesdays at 3 (or what we decide together 

as a class). 

Written Tests (Midterm and Final Exam) will be closed-book/open notes (one page front/back, handwritten 

to encourage studying!) and will include required demonstration of understanding and application of 

concepts. 

Bi-Weekly Sight-Singing grades are to be submitted to the JetNet page; videos or audio recordings are 

fine, and you are certainly allowed to use your book and play your initial starting note.  You cannot, 

however, write solfedge syllables for grading purposes. 

Weighting of Grade Categories: 

30% Tests (2) 

25% Bi-Weekly Sight-Singing Grades 

https://www.jccmi.edu/bookstore/textbook-program/
mailto:jccashier@jccmi.edu


20% Homework/Worksheets 

15% Creation Assignments 

10% Participation/Attendance 

Grading Scale 

GPA GRADE RANGE 

4.0 93-100% 

3.5 88-92% 

3.0 83-87% 

2.5 77-83% 

2.0 71-76% 

1.5 66-70% 

1.0 60-65% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 

Failure 
Students not following the Academic Honesty Policy (by cheating or plagiarizing), disrupting classes on two 

or more occasions, refusing to participate in class activities and discussions, or creating a negative 

learning environment can be subject to grade reductions leading to potential class failure. Please avoid 

potential failure situations by communicating problems or concerns to your instructor and/or Student 

Success Navigator early and often. 

Academic Honesty Policy 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism 

includes but is not limited to:  

 Submitting other's work as your own 

 Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 
adequate documentation 

 Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to:  

 Plagiarizing in any form 



 Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

 Copying 

 Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

 Altering graded work 

 Falsifying data 

 Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

 Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our educational 

mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College is fully committed 

to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with disabilities. We are currently 

working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in order to meet or exceed the 

requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 

and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s 

efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page. 

 

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success at 

JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity to 

achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson College 

students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, temporary 

assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the individual 

needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal access to all 

programs and facilities. 

Course Management 
 Students are encouraged to check JetNet prior to and after every class meeting for updates and 

shared files, as well as keeping tabs on their grades.   

 Students who need to withdraw from our class are responsible for contacting navigators to 
complete this process to avoid unwanted fees or reporting of failing grades.   

 If an unavoidable conflict arises during the semester, students can contact instructors to request an 
“incomplete” grade.  Requirements include completion of at least 90% of coursework at the time of 
the request, and that work all be at a grade at or above the 2.0 level.  This will allow us to grant a 

time extension to complete your coursework, if the reason behind the request is deemed valid by 
the instructor and JC policy-makers. 

Makeup Policy 
Late work will be accepted at reduced credit; 10% will be deducted per week for 5 weeks, after which 50% 

per assignment will become the maximum possible credit. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/


 Help 

Mr. Bickel is happy talk music theory.  Email me to set up a BBB time when we can meet one-on-one in the 

digital format. I also like to jam… 

 Academic Advising 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester in 

order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate 

accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay 

notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not 

automatically carry over to the next semester. Please e-mail JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page 

Student Responsibilities 

In addition to in-class work, it is important to stay on schedule with homework/worksheets.  Some will be 

online, some will be paper/pencil (always use a pencil when writing music).  Sight Singing is taking place 

almost entirely outside of class – you will be responsible for rehearsing the sight-singing passages with the 

embedded videos on JetNet and submitting a video of yourself singing the selections at least every other 

week, and as part of the midterm and final exams. 

Attendance- Participation Policy 

Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with 

survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams 

BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be monitoring 

student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout the term to 

assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is imperative that you log in to the course 

and actively participate within the first couple of days of the term to validate your enrollment in the course. 

After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn from the course. Being 

withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status. 

As a college student you are responsible for how your participation impacts your academic progress; the 

accountability lies with you. 

Caveat 
Please note: The format and timing of this course may need to change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

In particular: school closings, instructor illness, weather, or other situations that may arise.                           

If you are taking an in -person class, you will be required to complete a Reintegration Video Training 

course in JetNet prior to being admitted to campus.                                                                                                

All COVID safety protocols in place are based on current guidelines and will be enforced while students 

are on campus.  

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


Calendar  
*Timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be changed/modified as necessary to ensure 

instructor clarity and student success. 

WEEK # DATE(S) TOPIC HOMEWORK 

1 

8/30-9/12 

(no class Sept 6) 

-“Memorize Sheet,” “Applicable Music 

Theory Worksheet” (provided). 

-Chapter 1: Notation, Clefs, 

Enharmonics, Dynamics, Style Periods 

-Sight-singing 

practice/preparation (pdf at 

JetNet page).  A recording of 

your performance of the 

selection will be due in week 

2…or you can record over BBB 

on Wednesday. 

Attend class on 8.30 

Verify the online texts are 

working for you before 

Wednesday, 9/2. 

Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

Prepare for weekly sight-singing 

quiz 

Read chapter 1 

2 9/13-9/19 

Chapter 1 review/completion 

Chapter 2 (meter, time 

signature, conducting patterns, 

articulations, clarity of 

transcription, accents, 

syncopation, hemiola (ex. 2.11) 

Sight Singing recordings due  

Attend class Monday 

Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

Turn in video/audio of sight 

singing. 

Read Chapter 2 

3 9/20-9/26 

Chapter 3: Pitch collections, 

scales, major keys, circle of 5ths, 

Scale-degree names, major 

pentatonic scale, key signatures, 

order of flats/sharps, 

pentachord/tetrachord 

Sight Singing book: p. 16, 1-4, 

6 (graded in week 4) 

Begin Dictation Exercises! 

-Attend class Monday 

-Begin “Small Creation Assignment”: 

p. 14: VI in ear training book. 

Create/notate simple melody, make into a 

parallel period (measure 4 ends on HC, 

“so”, measure 8 ends on AC, “do.”) 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

-Prepare for singing assessment  

-Read Chapter 3 

4 9/27-10/3 

Chapter 4: Compound 

meters/syllables, meter 

signatures, duplets, quadruplets, 

polyrhythms, subdivision, 

“Small Creation 

Assignments” due – 

performances in class.  



syncopation, memorization of 

common indicators, Metric 

accent 

Sight-singing (provided): 

p. 102 – Key Signature ID/Review 

p. 22 (read, discuss, sing together) 

p. 23, 1-4 (top of page), 1 (bottom) 

To be graded in week 5 

 

Dictation Exercises at BBB 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

- Turn in video/audio of sight 

singing. 

-Read Chapter 4 

5 10/4-10/10 

Chapters 1-4: Catch-up, questions, 

review games. 

Dictation Exercises 

Original Composition Help (for class to 

perform) 

Begin Chapter 5: Parallel 

Keys/Shared Tonic (PST!) 

Relative Keys/Shared Key Signature 

(RSKs!) 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

-Prepare for weekly singing quiz  

-Read Chapter 5 

6 10/11-10/17 

Continue Ch. 5: 3 forms of 

minor (hearing and reading), 

Pentachord/Tetrachord.  Key ID 

of a passage, Scale degrees in 

minor, Pentatonic scales, Modes 

Sight-singing book:  

Pg. 24: 4-9 (G major, F major) 

Dictation/Notate: 

-Scale in 3rds.   

-Children’s songs in Solfege 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

- Turn in video/audio of sight 

singing. 

 -Read Chapter 5 

7 10/18-10/24 

 

Review chapters 1-5, practice 

test 

Written Test #1,  

Sight-Singing Midterm (recorded 

or over BBB – specific pieces 

TBD) 

Complete any missing online 

quizzes/assignments for 

chapters 1-5, bring questions. 



 

8 10/25-10/31 

Chapter 6 

Intervals (ear training), harmonic 

and melodic intervals, simple and 

compound intervals, M/M/P, 

inversions and the number 9, 

consonant/dissonant. 

Sight-singing book: 

Pg. 29: Ear Training Exercise IV 

P. 43: 1-5 

Begin “Small Creation 

Assignment”: (re-using parallel period) 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

-Prepare for weekly singing quiz  

-Read Chapter 6 

-Find Parallel Period 

assignment, 

write/harmonize/arrange 

another 8 bars 

9 11/1-11/7 

-Chapter 7 

Chords and Triads, Inversions, 

Figured Bass, Triads in pop 

music 

Sight-singing book:  

p. 54-55: 1-4 

Small Creation Assgt.:  Utilize 

short melody from week 2’s 

notation exercise to harmonize 

with appropriate chords.  We will 

perform (solo or duet) for class 

on Wednesday of this week). 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

- Turn in video/audio of sight 

singing. 

-Read Chapter 7 

-Find Parallel Period 

assignment, 

write/harmonize/arrange 

another 8 bars 

10 11/8-11/14 

-Chapter 8 

Seventh Chords, inversions (maj 

and min), Transposing 

instruments 

-Sight-singing book 

p. 55: 5-8, for a grade, wk 11 

 

Begin Discussion of *Final 

Creation Project 

(for class to perform in final 

week) 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

-Prepare for weekly singing quiz  

-Read Chapter 8 

 

11 11/15-11/21 Chapter 9 
-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 



Species Counterpoint and two-

voice composition  

Sight-Singing Book: 

p. 57/58/59: (provided) Ex. IX, X, 

and XI Graded, wk 12 

 

Dictation: Transcribe simple pop 

melody for class to dictate 

 

- Turn in video/audio of sight 

singing. 

-Read Chapter 9 

-Creation Assignment Work 

12 

11/22-24 

(Short week due 

to Thanksgiving) 

Chapter 10 

Continue counterpoint/two-voice 

original composition 

Begin note-to-note counterpoint 

in chorale style 

1:1, 2:1, 4:1 Counterpoint (first, 

2nd, 3rd species respectively) 

 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

-Prepare/Perform weekly 

singing quiz  

(chosen pop tune for week 13) 

 

-Read Chapter 10 

-Creation Assignment Work 

13 11/29-12/5 

“Catch-Up Week” 

Focus on Creation Assignment 

Progress of both 

themes/harmonization/parts 

creation and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

Species Counterpoint. 

Creation Assignment Progress 

Species Counterpoint 1, 2, 3. 

Check Norton Online Progress 

Turn in video/audio of sight 

singing. 

14 12/6-12/12 

Chapter 10: Fourth Species and 

Fifth Species.   

-Counterpoint Q and A 

-Creation Project Help 

Sight Singing Final Prep: 

p. 55, 1-4 (provided)+ Children’s 

Song + Scale in 3rds 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

-Prepare/Perform weekly 

singing quiz  

-Read Chapter 10 

-Creation Assignment Work 

15 12/13-12/18 

CREATION PROJECT 

COMPLETION, Performance(?) 

REVIEW FOR FINAL Review 

opportunities, 

-Workbook assignments/Online 

Quiz at Norton Website TBD 

-Prepare/Perform weekly 

singing quiz  



Presentation/performance of final 

projects, Final exam! 

-Complete Remaining Online 

Quizzes from Norton (ch 1-10) 

-Creation Assignment Work 

REVIEW PACKET FOR FINAL 

    

*Final Creation Project:  

Expand short melody from week 2’s notation exercise (or create new melodies) into two 8-bar phrases, 

written for solo voice or instrument and piano accompaniment, or hopefully by the entire class.  Use proper 

harmonization to support your melody, and analyze the chords (Roman Numerals) and melodic notes 

(scale-degree notation).  Can be done by hand, using “Noteflight,” “Finale,” or “Musescore.”  I hope to play 

each creation over BBB for the class so we can celebrate. 

Important Dates:  
 

MONDAY 09/06/2021 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY-NO CLASSES 

WEDNESDAY 11/24-

SUNDAY 11/28/2021 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY-NO CLASSES 

SATURDAY 12/18/2021 END OF FALL SEMESTER 

 


