
 

 

SYLLABUS† 
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (ANT 131)  

Corrections Education Program 
Spring Semester 2021 

 
 
Instructor: Ms. Tharp  

 

Academic Term:  June 1, 2021 through August 20, 2021  

 

Text: Cultural Anthropology, Carol R. Ember and Melvin Ember, 14th edition. 

 

 

Course Description 

 

Cultural anthropology is a one-semester introductory course. The course focuses on the thesis that every society 

is based on an integrated culture, which satisfies human needs and facilitates survival. The course also explores 

the ways in which our own culture fits into the broad range of human possibilities.  

 

 

General Education Outcomes 

 

JC’s general education requirements are designed to ensure breadth and depth of knowledge, and they are met 

through carefully designed programs of study. Programs of study help students meet these goals by addressing 

each of the skill areas identified in the General Education Outcomes (GEO). Each of JC’s courses is reviewed, 

and assessment is required to be considered for GEO standards. These are the skills that the Jackson College 

Board of Trustees has determined students should develop or enhance while enrolled in the College. The 

General Education Outcomes are:  

 

1. Write clearly, concisely and intelligibly.  

2. Speak clearly, concisely and intelligibly.  

3. Demonstrate computational skills and mathematical reasoning.  

4. Demonstrate scientific reasoning.  

5. Understand human behavior and social systems, and the principles which govern them.  

6. Understand and appreciate aesthetic experience and artistic creativity.  

7. Understand and respect the diversity and interdependence of the world’s peoples and cultures. 

 

In conjunction with these GEOs, the College also has identified three Essential Competencies (ECs) that span 

across all six pathway areas:  

  

1. Think critically and act responsibly.  

2. Work productively with others, recognizing individual contributions to group success.  

3. Exhibit technological literacy. 

 

ANT 131 fulfills GEO 7.  Assignments and activities in our course are designed to reinforce ECs 1 and 2. 

 

 
† This syllabus is subject to change without notice. 



 

 

Course Details 

 

The course is designed to be a hybrid correspondence-type course with remote learning components.  The 

important components of this hybrid class are: 

 

• Course Pack - contains the assignments to go along with the text. 

• Research Pack – contains the Culture Summary assignments and research materials needed to complete 

the assignments 

• Video Lectures – I've prepared a narrated Powerpoint presentation for each session.  Many of the 

Powerpoints are supplemented by videos that further explain the concepts for the chapters covered that 

session. 

• Jpay – You'll have the opportunity to communicate with me about assignments and coursework via 

Jpay.  I'll also use our JPay communication to monitor your engagement with the course.  Failure to 

respond to JPays could adversely affect your final grade or result in dropping you from the course.   

 

Assignment Pick-Up Dates 

 

As of the beginning of the semester, assignments will be picked up and returned to me for grading on the 

following dates: 

 

  June 11 

  June 25 

  July 9 

  July 23 

  August 6 

August 20 – Final pick-up.  All assignments and exams must be submitted by this date to receive 

a grade. 

 

Please follow your facility's instructions regarding when and where to submit your assignments in time for each 

pick-up date.  On the Course Calendar at the end of this syllabus I've listed all of the quizzes and assignments 

with their corresponding target pick-up dates.  Please plan to have each of these completed prior to the pick-up 

date according to your facility's schedule. 

 

Course Pack and Research Pack 

 

The Course Pack contains all of the assignments, quizzes, discussion questions, and supplemental readings for 

the semester.  The Research Pack contains the three Culture Summary assignments and research materials that 

you will use for researching and writing the each one.  The Research Pack also contains condensed MLA style 

guides (8th edition) for you to reference when writing your Culture Summaries. 

 

Quizzes and Exams 

 

Your Course Pack contains quizzes for each chapter in the text (except Chapter 15).  Each week you will 

complete the quizzes for the weekly readings.  You may use your text to complete the quizzes, and you may 

collaborate with your classmates.  I have scheduled a midterm exam and a final exam.  The midterm should be 

completed in time for the July 09 pick-up date.  The final should be complete in time for the August 06 pick-up 

date.  Please note that you may not collaborate on the midterm or final exam. 

 



 

 

Extra Credit 

 

There are no opportunities for extra credit. 

 

Due Dates and Late Assignments 

 

Given the ever-changing health situation at the facilities, I consider the pick-up dates as target dates, i.e., they 

are the dates by which you should submit your assignments and quizzes so that you don't fall behind.  If 

circumstances prevent you from completing an assignment by any particular target date, please try to submit it 

for the next scheduled pick-up date.  You will not be penalized if you can't submit work by the pick-up date; 

however, all work must be submitted by August 20, the final pick-up date, to receive a grade.  I will not 

accept work after that date for any reason. 

 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

 

Collaboration is a necessary and important skill in business, science, and academia, and I encourage you to 

collaborate with your classmates as much as possible.  Please know, though, that collaboration is working 

together, not copying someone else's work or allowing someone else to copy yours.  I expect that all of the work 

you complete for this class with be your own and that you will give credit for any work that is not your own. 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty, whether intentional or unintentional, can result in a grade of 

zero (0) for an assignment, for an assignment that relies on information gained for another assignment that was 

plagiarized, and/or for your final course grade, in addition to other repercussions.  

 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources.  Plagiarism 

includes but is not limited to: 

 

• Submitting another’s work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate 

documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical, or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism 

 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization.  Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to: 

 

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others’ work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

 



 

 

Grading 

 

Grading Scale 

 

95% to 100% = 4.0  70 to 75 = 2.0 

86 to 94 = 3.5  65 to 69 = 1.5 

81 to 85 = 3.0  60 to 64 = 1.0 

76 to 80 = 2.5 55 to 59 = 0.5 

54 and Below = 0.0 

 

 

Grade Breakdown 

 

Quizzes 171 

Discussion Questions 105 

Midterm Exam 50 

Final Exam 50 

Culture Summaries 83 
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS 459 

 



 

 

COURSE CALENDAR, SPRING 2021 

Session Session Dates Assignments 
Target 

Pick-Up 
Date 

Topics Chapters 

1 June 01 to 06 

Quizzes 1, 2, 4 June 11 What is Anthropology?  What is Culture?  

How Do We Study Culture? 

1, 2, 4 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Chapters 1 and 4 

June 11 

2 June 07 to 13 

Quizzes 3 and 5 June 11 How Does Culture Shape Us?  

(Individuals, Language) 

3, 5 

Discussion 

Question, Chapter 

3/5 

June 11 

Culture Summary 

#1, Background 

June 11 

3 June 14 to 20 

Quiz 6 June 25 How Do We Survive? (Subsistence) 6 

Discussion 

Questions Chapter 

6 

June 25 

4 June 21 to 27 

Quizzes 7 and 8 June 25 How Do We Survive (cont'd) 

(Economics, Stratification) 

7, 8 

Discussion 

Questions 

Chapters 7 and 8 

June 25 

5 June 28 to July 04 

Quiz 9 July 09 What are Our Roles? (Sex, Gender) 9 

Discussion 

Questions 9 

July 09 

MIDTERM 

EXAM 

July 09 

6 July 05 to 11 

Quizzes 10 and 11 July 09 Who is Family? (Kinship, Marriage) 10, 11 

Discussion 

Questions 10 and 

11 

July 09 

Culture Summary 

#2, Kinship & 

Family 

July 09 



 

 

 

Session Session Dates Assignments 
Target 

Pick-Up 
Date 

Topics Chapters 

7 July 12 to 18 

Quizzes 12 and 13 July 23 How Do We Maintain Order? 

(Associations, Politics) 

12, 13 

Discussion 

Questions 

Chapters 12 and 13 

July 23 

8 July 19 to 25 

Quiz 14 July 23 What Do We Believe (Religion) 14 

Discussion 

Questions Chapter 

14 

July 23 

Culture Summary 

#3, Religion Fact 

Sheet 

July 23 

9 July 26 to August 01 

Quiz 16 August 06 So What?  (Applying Anthropology) 16 

Discussion 

Question Chapter 

16 

August 06 

10 August 02 to 08 

Quizzes 17 and 18 August 06 So What (cont'd)?  (Health and Illness, 

Global Problems) 

17, 18 

FINAL EXAM August 6 

 August 09 to 15 Make-up session August 20 August 20 is the final pick-up date.  All assignments and 

exams must be submitted by this date to receive a grade.  

I will not accept coursework after this date for any 

reason. 
 August 16 to 20 

Make-up session August 20 

 
 


