
 

ENGLISH 246: Short Story and Novel  

ENG246.I1.SP2021  Spring (Summer)2021 3 credits 

Instructor:  Valerie Haas  Location:  Online 

Course Description 
 

English 246 Short Story & Novel (3 CR): Students are introduced to traditional and contemporary fictional 

genres. This course emphasizes understanding, appreciation, and the critical analysis of narrative art. 

Selections for study are chosen from English and American literature as well as world literature in translation. 
 

Prerequisite(s): ENGLISH 131 

Course Goals 
 

GEO #6: Understanding and appreciating aesthetic experience and artistic creativity 

 

Aesthetic and Creative Skills that we will work on together include: 

 

• Meaning and Understanding—explaining the historical, cultural, and social contexts of works of literature 

 

• Analysis and Interpretation—applying methods of analysis and interpretation in writing and/or speaking 
confidently and fluently uses discipline-specific language to support critical reflection 

 

• Engagement—Initiating and sustaining a discussion of the creative contexts within which an author or an 
author’s work and creative choices made by the author  

 

• Evaluation—articulating a personal critique of an author’s work, based on aesthetic standards 

 

• Appreciation—approaching a work of creative expression with openness and interest; appreciates the 
world of the creative imagination as a form of knowledge expressed in formal discussion or writing 

 
 

Course Objectives 
 

The following objectives and outcomes refer to the specific skills that learners are expected to develop as a result 
of the instructional process in English 246:  
 

 • Broaden student knowledge of authors, genres, literary techniques, and themes in short stories and  
    novels 

 • Develop student skills in literary criticism, specifically the evaluation, analysis, description, or  
    interpretation of literary works from social, historical, political, and cultural contexts 

 • Develop student academic writing and research skills 

 • Develop student critical thinking skills 

 • Develop student comprehension and response skills in the reading of fiction. 



 

Textbooks 

The Story and Its Writer: An Introduction to Short Fiction. 10e. Ed. Ann Charters. 2019. 

Life of Pi, by Yann Martel, 2003. 

 

 

Grading Procedure 
 

Jackson College final grades are based on a 4.0 scale, with 4.0 being Masterful. You must earn a 2.0 in ENG 246 

to earn credit for the class. Less than a 2.0 is considered failing. This means you will need to re-take the class and 

pass it before it meets pre-requisite requirements for other courses or for transfer to other colleges and universities. 

  

Grading Scale 
 

4.0 = 92-100% 

3.5 = 86-91 

3.0 = 80-85 

2.5 = 75-79 

2.0 = 70-74 

1.5 = 66-69 

1.0 = 60-65 

0.5 = 55-59 

0.0 = 54 and below 

 

Final Grade is based on the following criteria: 

 

Major Assignments 

1. Reading Discussion Questions: For each assigned Short Story, as well as the novel, you will write 1-2 pages (at 

least one full page) reflecting on the readings from that week, answering guided questions. As we move through 

the course, you will learn more specific ways to respond to each text. 20 pts each 

2. Literary Devices Analyses: You will choose four (4) short stories from the assigned readings to write   

    about, focusing on the terms in the Literary Devices handout in the course packet. These are to be at  

    least two pages and discuss a minimum of three literary devices used in each short story. 30 pts each 

3. Character Analysis:  A 3-4-page analysis of a character of your choosing from any of  

     the short stories assigned in the class. 100 pts 

4. Literary Analysis:  A 4-5-page essay exploring themes of the novel, Life of Pi. See the assignment    

    sheet for more information. 200 pts 

 

 



Grading Procedure: 

Reading Discussion Questions (19 x 20pts each)  380 points  

Literary Devices Analyses (4 x 30 pts each)    120 points 

Character Analysis Essay     100 points 

Literary Analysis of Life of Pi      200 points   

Rough Drafts/Peer Review Workshops for Essays    50 points/25 points each 

Forums        120 points/10 points each 

Class Reflection         30 points 

 Total:                              1000 points  

Grading Scale: 

4.0 = 90-100%  

3.5 = 85-89%  

3.0 = 80-84%  

2.5 = 75-79%  

2.0 = 70-74%   NOTE: a final grade of 2.0 or higher is considered passing 

1.5 = 65-69%  

1.0 = 60-64%  

0.5 = 55-59%  

0.0 = 0-54% 

Incomplete Grades 

 

In accordance with the Jackson College policy for incomplete grades, incompletes are only granted to students who 

have demonstrated good standing in the class and who have a passing grade at the time of an extenuating 

circumstance that precludes completion of the course. Documentation validating the circumstance will be required. 

Incomplete grades are not intended as a free pass out of class. 

 

 



Participation  

Regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with survival 

in college.  

The Forums are our way to exchange ideas and to interact with each other about the stories we are reading 

and the ways we are writing about them. Understand that the Forums are our academic environment and you 

should respond to each other respectfully, even if you disagree with an opinion that has been expressed.  

Especially if you disagree with an opinion that has been expressed.   

 

Attendance/Participation Policy for ENG 246 
 

Students must engage with the online course in some way to be considered “present” for that week. Most 

of the time that means posting to the weekly Forums.  It can also mean turning in an assignment or 

logging into one of the BigBlueButton Live Chat Office Hours I will be hosting each week. 

 
 

Late Homework Policy  

Missed/Late Assignments 

Forum Discussions are current week only, so cannot be made up.  Peer Reviews/Workshops must be done by their 

due dates and cannot be made up.  The Literary Analysis of Life of Pi cannot be accepted late, as it is due the last 

week of class. All other assignments will be accepted up to one week late with a 10% grade reduction. 

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and not 

representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism 

includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate 

documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without acknowledging that 

one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 



• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

 

Student Support 

Accessibility 

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our educational 

mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College is fully committed to 

ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with disabilities. We are currently working to 

increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in order to meet or exceed the requirements of 

Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web Content 

Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0.  

Academic Advising 

It is important to contact the Student Success Navigator prior to the start of the semester in order to receive 

accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate accommodations in a 

timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay notification to instructors and 

timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next 

semester.  

 

The Semester Assignment Calendar: 

Caveats 

 

The instructor reserves the right to adjust course sessions and to scheduled assignments in order to accomplish 

the objectives and outcomes of this course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Schedule 

(Look for page numbers of the short stories in the Table of Contents for the textbook.) 

WEEK  TOPIC ASSIGNMENTS 

One: 

May 10 – 

May 14 

Welcome/Intro to the Class and the 

Syllabus 

JetNet Class Site Tour 

Read the Introduction: Why Study 

Short Fiction? 

Find the Forums and leave post. 

 

Two: 

May 17 – 

May 21 

Character: The People in Fiction 

Video Lessons: 

        How to Read Literature 

pptx/video 

        Discussion Questions pptx/video 

Read: 

“A Jury of Her Peers” by Susan Glaspell 

   (Supplemental Section) 

“Desiree’s Baby” by Kate Chopin 

“A Good Man is Hard to Find” by 

Flannery O’Connor 

Discussion Questions for each Short 

Story 

Three: 

May 24- 

May 28 

Point of View and Perspective 

 

Video Lessons: Point of View 

          and Literary Devices pptx/video 

Read: 

“A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner 

“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson 

“A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” 

by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Discussion Questions for each Short 

Story 

Four: 

May 31 – 

June 4 

Literary Devices Analysis 1 

Video Lessons: 

Literary Devices Analyses pptx/video 

 

This is the only week that is only about 

the Literary Devices Analysis, as it is the 

first one.  After this, there are still 

readings and reading discussions to do 

along with the mini-essays. 



WEEK TOPIC ASSIGNMENTS 

Five: 

June 7 – 

June 11 

Style: The Words that Tell the Story 

Video Lessons: 

               Style in Fiction pptx/video 

Literary Devices Analysis 2 

Read: 

“The Conversion of the Jews” by Philip 

Roth 

“The Ransom of Red Chief” by O. Henry, 

     (Supplemental Section) 

“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by 

James Thurber, (Supplemental Section) 

Discussion Questions for each Short 

Story 

Six:  

June 14 - 

June 18 

Character Analysis Essay 

Video Lessons: 

     Character Analysis pptx/video 

 

Write the Character Analysis Essay 

See instructions in the “Assignments” 

section.  

Peer Review Workshop 

Revision for more points is due by 7/9 

 

Seven: 

June 21–  

June 25 

Symbolism and Allegory: Keys to 

Extended Meaning 

Video Lesson:   

              Symbolism pptx/video 

    Literary Devices Analysis 3 

 

Read: 

“The Chrysanthemums” by John 

Steinbeck 

“The Cask of the Amontillado” by Edgar 

Allan Poe 

“Everyday Use” by Alice Walker 

Discussion Questions for each Short 

Story 

Eight: 

June 28– 

July 2 

Literary Analysis of Life of Pi 

Video Lesson:   

     Life of Pi, by Yann Martel 

pptx/video 

 

Read Life of Pi, by Yann Martel 

 



WEEK TOPIC ASSIGNMENTS 

Nine: 

July 5 – 

July 9 

Literary Analysis of Life of Pi 

Video Lesson:   

    Literary Analysis assignment 

pptx/video 

Discussion Questions for novel 

Ten:  

July 12 – 

July 16 

Literary Analysis of Life of Pi 

 

Write a literary analysis per the 

assignment instructions. 

Peer Review Workshop 

Revision for more points is due by 7/28 

Eleven: 

July 19 – 

July 23 

Mood and Tone 

Video Lesson: 

           Mood and Tone pptx/video 

 

Read: 

“The Things They Carried” by Tim 

O’Brien 

“The Monkey” by Stephen King,  

        (Supplemental Section) 

“Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest 

Hemingway 

Discussion Questions for each Short 

Story 

Twelve: 

July 26 – 

July 30 

Idea or Theme: The Meaning and 

The Message in Fiction 

Video Lesson:  

           Theme pptx/video 

Literary Devices Analysis 4 

Read: 

“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant,     

“The Birthmark” by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

          (Supplemental Section) 

“The Man Who Was Almost a Man” by 

Richard Wright 

Discussion Questions for each Short 

Story 

 


