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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course introduces the PNC student to basic principles of drug actions and nursing implications 
within the nursing process framework. Students will develop safe medication practices and accurate 
drug dosage computation skills in a culturally sensitive, client-centered manner. Prerequisite: PNC 
111; Co-requisite: PNC 110 
 

NATURE OF THE COURSE 
 
Teaching Methods 
2 Credits: Theory/Lecture 30 hours 
The instructional design of the Pharmacology course is a multimodal blend of online learning 
techniques such as Includes, but not limited to collaborative/group work, assigned readings, math 
calculations, reflections, discussion boards, lecture, handouts, JetNet course resources 
 

Program Learning Outcomes Level 1 Learning Outcomes Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the 
program, the graduate will: 

Upon successful completion of 
the level, the student will: 

Upon successful completion of the 
course, the student will: 

Human Flourishing: 

The graduate will advocate for human 
dignity, integrity, self-determination, 
and personal growth of culturally 
diverse clients, oneself, and 
members of the health care team. 

 

 

Nursing Judgment: 

Human Flourishing: 

Recognize the importance of 
individualized care that 
promotes human dignity, 
integrity, self-determination and 
personal growth of culturally 
diverse clients, oneself, and 
members of the health care 
team. 
 

Nursing Judgment: 

Human Flourishing: 

Describe culturally sensitive care that 
is based on the individual 
pharmacological needs of clients from 
various cultural groups. 

 

 

 

Nursing Judgment: 
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The graduate will function within their 
scope of practice, utilize the health 
care delivery system guidelines, and 
the predefined, individualized plan of 
care to provide safe, quality, client 
centered care within a defined family 
unit. 

 

 

Professional Identity: 

The graduate will assess how one’s 
personal strengths and values affect 
one’s identity as a nurse through 
reflective practice and lifelong 
learning to become a contributing 
member of the interdisciplinary health 
care team. 

Spirit of Inquiry: 

The graduate will question the basis 
for nursing actions and traditions, 
participate in Quality improvement 
initiatives, and consider research and 
evidenced-based practice to improve 
client centered care. 

Demonstrate the role pf the 
Practical Nurse in providing 
geriatric client centered care 
utilizing Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs and the nursing process 
to develop a fundamental 
understanding of the art and 
science of nursing. 

 

Professional Identity: 

Demonstrates the role of the 
Practical Nurse according to 
defined legal and ethical 
standards as a fundamental 
level and identify the need for 
lifelong learning. 

 

Spirit of Inquiry: 

Describe evidence-based 
practice in nursing including the 
rationale for its use. 

 

 

Recognize the role of the Practical 
Nurse in providing safe medication 
practices in the healthcare setting. 

 

 

 

 

Professional Identity: 

Identify the role of the Practical Nurse 
according to professional standards 
and legal scope of practice regarding 
medication administration. 

 

 

Spirit of Inquiry: 

Recognize evidence-based practice 
and research that guides safe 
medication administration within the 
healthcare system. 

 

Student Learning Objectives Behavioral Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the course, the 
student will: 

 

Human Flourishing: 

Describe culturally sensitive care that is based on 
the individual pharmacological needs of clients 
from various cultural groups. 

 

Nursing Judgment: 

Recognize the role of the Practical Nurse in 
providing safe medication practices in the 
healthcare setting. 

 

 

 

 

Professional Identity: 

Human Flourishing: 

Identify the influence of culture on 
pharmacological choices and teaching needs to 
support regimens. 

 

Nursing Judgment: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of common drug 
classes and the skills and attitudes to safely 
administer medications. 

2. Explain the use of the nursing process in 
pharmacological therapy. 

3. Demonstrates accuracy in drug dosage 
calculations. 

 

Professional Identity: 



Identify the role of the Practical Nurse according 
to professional standards and legal scope of 
practice regarding medication administration. 

 

Spirit of Inquiry: 

Recognize evidence-based practice and research 
that guides safe medication administration within 
the healthcare system. 

 

Describe the legal and ethical responsibilities of 
the practical nurse when administering 
medications. 

 

Spirit of Inquiry: 

Recognize and identify ongoing evidence-based 
initiatives in the medical pharmacological 
environment. 

 
 

LEARNING SERVICES 
 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are 
encouraged to contact the Center for Student Success as soon as possible to ensure that reasonably 
appropriate accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  Students requiring special 
assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) should contact the 
Center for Student Success.  This is the first step in acquiring the appropriate accommodations to 
facilitate your learning.  It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to 
the start of the semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make 
every effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the 
start of the semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring 
accommodations. Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, instructors will 
take attendance at each scheduled meeting time.  Students will be automatically dropped if, within the 
first week of class, they do not attend class or do not engage in academic activity of an online class.  If a 
student has not engaged in academic activity over a two-week timeframe, instructors will input a last 
date of attendance for that student, who will then be administratively withdrawn. 
 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Attendance 
Virtual Attendance is REQUIRED in this course.  Due to the fact that this course is virtual, the instructor 
will be monitoring student participation in online assignments, accessing voice-recorded lecture, and 
completion of assigned tasks.  It is the student’s responsibility to review ALL voice-recorded lectures, 
materials, and information shared in JetNet.  The student is held responsible for all class material and 
information.  Attendance will be taken each week virtually and with every clinical assignment.  Weekly 
virtual course meetings will take place on every Thursday at 8:30am via a GoToMeeting link. 
 
Course Preparation 
Students must be virtually present in the JetNet course to participate in course activities and 
assignments. Failure to submit assignments put the student at risk for losing their Professional 



Accountability / Responsibility credit.  Students can also receive a Performance Notice if they are not 
making appropriate assignment deadlines.  Exceptions will be made only for incapacitating 
circumstances and with the approval of a PNC 112 faculty member. 

 

Students are expected to prepare appropriately for this course.  Preparation includes: completing 
objectives, completion of assignments, Discussion Boards, and listening to pre-recorded lecture 
PowerPoints. Readings (Ttextbook, assigned articles, handouts, etc.) should be completed and read for 
understanding BEFORE coming to course meetings each week.  Students are always encouraged to bring 
questions to course meetings.  Students are responsible for finding the meaning of any unfamiliar words 
or terms encountered in the readings, course or clinical work. 
   
Use of Electronic Devices 
While the nursing faculty recognizes that communication with family and friends is important, the 
use of cell phones during virtual course meetings is very distracting to other students and to your 
instructor.  Please keep all electronic devises on either vibrate or off mode during these course 
meetings. I appreciate your cooperation in providing an environment conducive to learning for all 
students. 
 
 

COURSE TESTING 
 
Any unit exam missed, must be made up prior to the next unit exam. It is the student's responsibility 
to contact the instructor prior to the missed exam regarding their plan for make-up. The first missed 
test does not result in a reduction. 

• If a student misses a second unit test there will be an automatic reduction of 5% and then  
10 % for a third missed unit test and so on. 

• There will be an automatic 5% deduction for a “no show” if the student fails to contact the 
instructor prior to that absence. 

*Notifying peers whom you study with does not count as notification of instructor. 
 

EXAMS 
 

All students need to prepare their technology now for vigorous use in the coming weeks.  Each student 
must secure a plan for the regular use of a device with camera capabilities for testing.  Cameras will be a 
requirement for testing throughout the remainder of the online delivery of learning.  You will log into 
JetNet to take your exam and also log into Big Blue Button to use the camera feature.  If you are unable 
to open two browsers on your computer, you are allowed to use your cell phone to access the Big Blue 
Button session in real-time.  Each video proctored exam is recorded and saved to a file by faculty 
through the Big Blue Button, housed on JetNet, and kept as part of the permanent recorded delivery 
method of each exam.  Video proctoring by the Instructor is a requirement for every online exam given. 
All exams will be available on JetNet.  The Instructor has set the opening and closing times for the 
exams.  Please be informed all exams are timed so be prompt and ready to go on exam mornings. 
Attendance for all proctored exams is MANDATORY.  If an urgent or extraordinary situation arises that 
prevents a student from taking an examination, the student must call the instructor who is testing prior 
to the exam to arrange a makeup.  The student must take the missed exam before returning to class.  
Students who have already taken the exam are NOT to share any part of the exam with students who 
have not yet taken the exam – see policy on cheating. 
 



 Be ON-TIME every time. When testing virtually nothing is to be on the desk, and no electronic 
devices (including smart watches) are to be out/worn during any examination. Students will be 
given 1.5 minute per question. If a student arrives late to the testing forum when an exam is 
being administered, the student will join the exam already in session and only be granted the 
remaining time available to complete it.    

 While testing virtually students are required to download Respondus to your computer as it 
is utilized to take exams in this course.   

 If a student arrives late to class when an exam is being administered, the student will join the 
exam already in session and only be granted the remaining time available to complete it. 

 Please check over your exam prior to submission to ensure that you have appropriately 
answered ALL questions.  No adjustments will be made due to inappropriate submissions. 

 All students have the ability to request to review their exam.  All faculty will only remediate 
general concepts and/or question item rationale on an individual basis.  No individual 
questions will be reviewed with students in an online course environment. Exams are only 
able to be reviewed prior to the next exam.  

 Exam Point Adjustments  
This means that upon review of a test question it may be determined by the faculty that any 
answer choice will be accepted or that more than one answer will be given credit. This DOES 
NOT MEAN that additional points will be added to anyone's exam that already got the answer 
correct. A point adjustment will only affect those who incorrectly answered the question as an 
"any answer" will add a 1-point value to those who answered the test question incorrectly.  
 

 Select All That Apply Questions (SATA) Grading 
Within the JetNet program, SATA questions are always given partial credit. This programmable 
testing function within JetNet however, is not the policy in the Nursing Department as partial 
credit for SATA questions is inconsistent with State Board (NCLEX) test grading. Therefore, a 
score immediately after students complete an exam is to be considered a "raw" score. The 
faculty then go back through the exam and edit ALL SATA questions to 0 points for the question 
if ANY of the components of the answer choices are incorrect. This may reduce your decrease 
your raw score.  In order to get a SATA question correct, students must have chosen ALL of the 
correct answers.  In addition to this, if a student chooses any incorrect answers – the question 
will be marked incorrect. 
 
 
 

Testing Policy:  JC Nursing Department Testing Guidelines  
 
Respondus Lockdown Browser + Monitor Instructions 
Respondus is a lockdown browser and video monitoring system.  You will need to have a 
Webcam + microphone installed on your computer (see below for minimum 
requirements). There is a practice quiz to help make sure your system is ready for the 
exam. If you do not have access to a webcam or a camera installed on your device, see 
the Alternative Video Capture information section. (Please refer to the 2020-2021 Nursing 
Handbook for exact instructions for the Respondus Lockdown Browser+ Monitor and 
Testing Guidelines) 
  
 
 



Pre and Post Behavioral Guidelines for Testing using Video Capture 
1. Before the beginning of the exam, the instructor will direct each student to perform a 

360° degree video scan of their office/testing area (Students must show their entire 
computer monitor screen, the table in front and underneath the monitor screen, to 
both sides of their computer at a distance of 12 inches, and their lap while sitting in 
the chair). *Respondus Lockdown Browser + Monitor will prompt students to 
complete this task automatically. 

2. Students may use a clean or blank piece of paper during the exam. After the 360° 
recording of the testing area, each student must also show the camera the front and 
back of a blank piece of paper before the starting to answer questions on the exam. 
(The entire sheet must be in full view of the camera, done so that it can adequately 
focus and be recorded on video before the start of the exam) Once complete, 
students may begin the exam.*Showing the paper to the monitor in Respondus will 
flag the program but will not create a lockout event. This flag is an expected event at 
the beginning of every examination. 

3. After completion of the exam before exiting the system(s), each student must then 
again show the camera the sheet of paper used (front and back in a slow manner, so 
that the camera can adequately capture and focus on the information written) and 
perform a second 360° degree scan of the area (Students must show their entire 
monitor screen, the table in front and underneath the monitor screen, to both sides 
of their computer at a distance of 12 inches, and their lap while sitting in the chair). 
This information will be saved in the recorded Big Blue Button session as evidence of 
the exam attempt. *Showing the paper to the monitor in Respondus will flag the 
program but will not create a lockout event. This flag is an expected event at the end 
of every examination. 

4. A calculator must be used for dosage calculations during examinations. Students will 
not be allowed to use their cell phones to calculate math problems on the exams. The 
same criteria for calculating math problems in the live classroom will apply to online 
calculation examination questions. 

Problems?  Call the Jackson College Solution Center: (517) 796-8639 
 
Minimum System Requirements 
Windows* 
Windows 10, Windows 8, Windows 7 
75 MB of permanent space on the hard drive 
Mac* 
OS X 10.10, OS X 10.11, MacOS 10.12 

120MB of permanent space on the hard drive 
Note: The most up-to-date system requirements will be listed in "LockDown 
Browser System Requirements" 
at: https://web.respondus.com/he/lockdownbrowser/resources/ 
 

 
STANDARDIZED TESTING 
 
Timed testing is a preparatory measure for the NCLEX-PN examination which allows only two 
minutes per question. Timed exams are an educational preparation tool for students to learn how to 
pace themselves during a test to give them the best chance for completion of the NCLEX exam in 

https://web.respondus.com/he/lockdownbrowser/resources/


the designated amount of time. *Any tardiness should be an unforeseen event~not a regular 
occurrence. 
 

GRADING 
  
REQUIREMENTS 
Students must receive a 2.0 grade in the course to continue in the nursing program. See the Nursing 
Handbook for further information. The numeric grade will be determined from the examinations 
and assignments that are given throughout the course. 
 
COURSE PARTICIPATION 

Virtual course attendance is mandatory each week on Thursdays at 8:30am.    
 

 
GRADING SCALE 

 
 

STUDENT EVALUATION CRITERIA: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Students must earn a minimum of 78% on the 
theory examination component AND an overall 78% 
average in the course.  A student who earns less than a 78% average on the test component 
AND/OR less than a 78% average on all components averaged together will receive a 
maximum grade of 1.5. 
 
NURSING PROGRESSION POLICY /GRADING OF COURSES 
Students who withdraw or fail the course will not be allowed to progress to the next level. If the 
student wishes to repeat the course, s/he must write a letter to the Department Chairperson of 
Nursing and request a "space available" placement while detailing a plan to ensure their success in 
the program. See PNC Student Handbook for progression and grading policies. 
 
Grades are posted on JetNet.  Final course grade will be calculated from 3 separate components as 
follows: 
 

1. THEORY TESTING COMPONENT ----------------------------------------------80% 
 3 unit exams  (5/20/21, 6/3/21, & 6/10/21) 
 1 Dosage Calculation Exam (5/27/2021) 
 1 cumulative Comprehensive Final Exam  (6/17/21) 
 Students are required to achieve an average of 78% for the Theory Testing 

Component in order to pass this course.  If an average of less than 78% is achieved 
on the Theory Testing Component, the student will receive an automatic failing 
score of 1.5 in NRS 120. (See Progression Policy)  

 

Grade 
Nursing Department 

4.0 94-100% 

3.5 90-93% 

3.0 86-89% 

2.5 82%-85% 

2.0 78-81% 

1.5 74-77% 

1.0 70-73% 

0.5 66-69% 

0 <66% 

NOTE:  All exams are recorded in JetNet and graded 
using the Jackson College Nursing Department scale.  
If the final course percentage includes a decimal, 0.5 or 
more, the score will be rounded up to the next whole 
number (e.g., 82.5 = 83%).  A decimal grade of 0.4 or 
less will be dropped (e.g., 82.4 = 82%).  



 

2. OTHER COURSEWORK/ASSIGNMENTS ------------------------------20% 
 Discussion Forums 
 Course related Case Studies 
 Chapter Reviews 
 Dosage Calculation Assignments 
 Critical Thinking Questions 
 Topic Quizzes 
 Other Assignments 

 

3. PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY/RESPONSIBILITY ------------S or (–) 3% from total course 
grade 

 Late Assignments individual/group work (in class or homework) or pop quizzes 
 Appropriate professional classroom/clinical behavior and/or dress 

 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
 
Nurses are highly regarded as trusted professionals. We are committed to the ideals that honesty and 
integrity are essential qualities for the profession of nursing. Here at Jackson College each of us has a 
personal responsibility to strive for veracity, integrity, and trust in our work and relationships. 
 
Academic integrity and honesty is expected of all students. Any student found to be cheating on an 
exam, quiz, or other assessment will be subjected to corrective action in accordance with the level of 
infraction outlined in the JC PN-C Nursing Handbook and JC Academic Honesty Policy. Corrective 
action may include receiving a maximum grade of 1.5 for the course in mention or possibly 
permanent removal from the program.  
 
CHEATING and serious violation of responsible technology use (see the Social Media/Simulation 
Lab Policy) can take on many forms. These may include but are not limited to: 

• Bringing an answer source to the testing site. This could be a cheat sheet, your cell phone, 
 smart watch, etc. 

• Copying answers or work from another student’s test or project. 

• Making copies or taking cell phone pictures of test or course materials including PowerPoint 
 presentations. 

• Changing an answer or work after submission. 

• Sharing test information, test answers and content with someone who has not yet taken the 
 test. 

• Uploading prohibited course materials to any internet site or facilitating others to do so. 
 Periodic audits of the internet are performed. All course materials have been specifically 
 prohibited for distribution by instructors unless specifically indicated otherwise. This 
 includes but is not limited to graded quizzes and exams, group work answers, etc., along with 
 any questions that are or might be intended for future quizzes and exams. 

• Unauthorized possession or disposition of academic materials includes the unauthorized 
 selling or purchasing of exams, quizzes, midterm projects, or other academic work; stealing 
 or using another student's work; using information from or possessing exams/quizzes that a 
 faculty member did not authorize for release to students. 



• Facilitation of any act of academic misconduct includes knowingly assisting another to 
 commit an act of misconduct; providing others with course materials to be uploaded digitally 
 or to be shared manually. 

• Taking quizzes with another student. Quizzes are to be done individually - do not share 
 answers with others in person, through e-mail or on the phone. Sharing answers is 
 considered cheating and will be treated as such. 

• Plagiarism is a form of cheating. Academic dishonesty in the online learning environment 
 may involve but is not limited to: 

o Submitting a paper written by someone else (obtained from the web or a fellow 
student). 

o Submitting e-documentation that is determined by the faculty to be completed by 
another person, and/or duplicated from previously completed/graded work and 
presented as one’s own. 

o Using direct quotes, copying and pasting online information into forum 
postings or group papers without proper citation. 

 
Additional areas of concern specific to nursing include but are not limited to: 

• Covering up or not reporting a clinical error. 

• Charting something complete that was not done. 

• Altering any legal documents. 

• Deviation from an accepted Standard of Care or Standard of Practice. 

• Any form of lying/misrepresentation to faculty, health team members or others. 
 

 Lie (*lying): 1. A false statement deliberately presented as being true; a falsehood. 2. 
Something meant to deceive or give a wrong impression. 3. To present false 
information with the intention of deceiving. 4. To convey a false image or 
impression. 5. To cause to be in a specific condition or affect in a specific way by 
telling falsehoods. 
 

Source: The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition. Copyright ©2011 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. Definition. Retrieved from http://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?q=lying 

 

Not everything is cheating. Some examples of acceptable practices include: 

• Sharing ideas, clarifications and references in group study forums. 

• Words or ideas that require citation include, but are not limited to, all hard copy or electronic 
publications, whether copyrighted or not. All personal communication or Web references. 

*If you are unsure if a practice might be considered cheating or plagiarism, please check with the 
instructor and/or do not engage in that practice. *Remember that failing a course because of 
cheating/lying may mean permanent dismissal from the program. 

THE BEST POLICY IS ALWAYS HONESTY AND INTEGRITY 
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Course Outline 

UNIT I     INTRODUCTION TO PHARMACOLOGY 

A.  History of Pharmacology 

B.  Basics of Pharmacology 

C.  Patient Safety in Medication Administration 

UNIT II  CALCULATIONS 

A.  Regulations 

B.  Prescriptions and Labels 

C.  Measurement Systems 

D.  Dosage Calculations 

UNIT III ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATIONS 

A.  Enteral Medications and Administration 

B.  Parenteral Medications and Administration 

UNIT IV     CLASSIFICATIONS OF DRUGS 

A.  Integumentary System Medications 

B.  Musculoskeletal System Medications 

C.  Nervous System Medications 

D.  Cardiovascular System Medications 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Calendar 
*Calendar timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be changed at the discretion of 

the Instructor: 

Day Date Time Topic 

Week 1 
Thursday 

May 6, 2021 0830-1130 
Introduction/Orientation 
History of Pharmacology 
Basics of Pharmacology 
Patient Safety in Medication Administration 

Week 2 
Thursday 

May 13, 2021 0830-1130 
Calculations:  Measurement Systems/Dosage Calculations 
Regulations 
Prescriptions and Labels 

Week 3 
Thursday 

May 20, 2021 0830-1130 
Exam #1:  History/Basics/Regulations/Patient Safety/Scripts 
Enteral Medications & Administration 
Parenteral Medications & Administration 

Week 4 
Thursday 

May 27, 2021 0830-1130 
Dosage Calculation Exam 
Integumentary System Medications 
Nervous System medications 

Week 5 
Thursday 

June 3, 2021 0830-1130 
Exam #2:  Integumentary and Neurovascular 
Musculoskeletal system Medications 
Cardiovascular System Medications 

Week 6 
Thursday 

June 10, 2021 0830-1130 
Exam #3:  Musculoskeletal & Cardiovascular 
Review for Final 

Week 7 
Thursday 

June 17, 2021 0830-1130 
Last day of class 
Exam #4:  Final Examination 

 

 


