
 

Writing Experience II: English 132PSI1 

Semester: Winter 2021 

Instructor: Mr. Galik  

 

 
 

Course Description 
Official Course Description: This is an intensive writing course.  Analytical and persuasive modes are 
stressed.  Advanced research writing strategies are used.  Database and primary research methods are 
emphasized.  An end-of-semester portfolio is required. 
 

Course Design 
This composition course will be focused on processes of planning, drafting and revision.  You will be 
expected to complete formal and informal writing assignments, and to revise your assigned essays 
making use of the comments and corrections provided by your instructor.  You will be expected to read, 
understand and complete quizzes about textbook material that is moderate to difficult in complexity.  In 
addition, you will think about your process as a writer and consider ways in which your process can be 
revised or enhanced. 
 

Prerequisite 
ENG 131 (no exceptions) 
 

Course Goals 
 
As a continuation of the writing instruction and practice begun in ENG 131, ENG 132 emphasizes critical 
thinking, academic research, and forms of writing useful to academic, professional and personal life.  
Required units of study include analysis and argument.  Learners should expect to achieve proficiency in 
Modern Language Association (MLA) style and conventions.  The course requires reading assignments, 
quizzes, writing tasks, and weekly consultation with your instructor via JPay.  Standard English grammar 
and structures are requisite skills in this course. 
 

Instructor Role: Designer, Facilitator, and Evaluator 
 

 
 
 
 



Learner Role:  Largely Independent 

• Learner success relies on the ability to plan, prepare, study, and engage phases of the writing process, to 

apply global and local essay strategies, critical thinking skills, research strategies, and editing and revision 

skills.  

• Learners will write three formal essays, the first of which will be five pages in length, and the second two 

of which will be 5-7 pages in length.  Essays will be prepared according to MLA style, including in-text 

parenthetical references and an MLA-formatted Works Cited page.  Specific page lengths will be defined 

in essay prompts. 

• Learners will apply active reading strategies (i.e., taking notes on assigned chapters) and can expect to 
encounter reading matter that is moderate to difficult in complexity.  Reading comprehension will be 
tested through regular quizzes. 

• Learners need to plan to spend at least nine [9] hours a week on this course, including assigned readings, 
individualized writing, and weekly communication with the instructor via JPay. 
 

General Education Outcome 

Our course incorporates a specific General Education Outsome (GEO) established by the JC Board of 

Trustees, administration, and faculty.  These goals are in concert with four-year colleges and 

universities, and reflect input from the professional communities we serve.  GEOs guarantee students 

achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in many 

certification programs. 

Below is Jackson’s General Education Philosophy: 

General education facilitates the development of an informed and educated person who recognizes and 

respects the diversity of communities, thinks critically, and is proficient at fundamental skills.  Gand 

serveneral education engages students in active learning by providing opportunities to observe, analyze, 

and evaluate, and to apply these skills critically to problems.  General education fosters the 

development of responsible, ethical human beings dedicated to improving their own lives and the lives 

of others through work, family life, social and political action, cultural awareness, and service to others. 

In collaboration with JC’s General Education Committee, the composition faculty adopted GEO 1: Write 

clearly, concisely, and intelligibly.  As a result, students must “demonstrate core competency in 

academic, professional, and personal writing through the knowledge and use of write to learn practices, 

rhetorical strategies, research methodologies and genre conventions.” 

Primarily, you will compose texts that are focused, organized and well-developed.  Your writing will also 

demonstrate awareness of purpose and audience as well as acceptable procedures for incorporating 

research material.  Additionally, to satisfy expectations stated GEO 1, you will carefully revise your 

compositions so that they reflect accepted conventions of essay-writing. 

 

 



Course Objectives 

The following objectives reflect the recommendations from the WPA Outcome Statement for First Year 

Composition Council of Writing Program Administrators 

Demonstrate CRITICAL THINKING, READING, AND WRITING PROCESSES 

Students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate and employ proficiency in active reading strategies 

• View academic writing as a social, political and/or informative act 

• Evaluate source reliability 

• Support and develop writing with appropriate evidence that fits the purpose, audience expectations and 
genre conventions for particular writing tasks 

• Attribute and cite accurately evidence from outside sources 

• Follow conventions of punctuation, grammar and spelling in all assigned writing 

• Practice metacognitive reflection (thinking about one’s thinking) 

 

Demonstrate RHETORICAL KNOWLEDGE AND CONVENTIONS 

Students will be able to: 

• Understand differences between discipline-specific writing genres 

• Demonstrate modes of inquiry appropriate for specific assignments or tasks (field observation, primary 
and secondary source research, interviews, and electronic research, for example) 

• Recognize and employ rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos, and other rhetorical topoi in written and 
spoken communication). 

• Acknowledge other writers’ perspective 

 

Demonstrate Ability to Engage ELECTRONIC ENVIRONMENT 

Students will be able to: 

• Choose a valid topic, fill out a General Research Request Form, provide keywords associated with their 
topics, and make effective use of the research materials provided by the college’s research librarians. 

• Communicate regularly and effectively with their instructor via the JPay system and use the comments 
and corrections received from their instructor to perform effective revisions on assigned essays. 

 

Units/Topics of Instruction 

Writing Process and Strategies 

• Discovering, Focusing, Shaping, Revising, Editing 

• Style, Voice, Thesis, Organization, and Development 

• Use of Genre to Express Ideas 
Factual Report 

Argument 

Proposal 



 

General Education Outcome: The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education 

Outcomes (GEOs) established by the JCC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty.. The GEOs and 

course objectives addressed in this class include the following:  

 
General Education Outcome 1 (GEO1) 

In collaboration with JC’s General Education Committee, the composition faculty adopted writing 

“clearly, concisely, and intelligibly” as defined in GEO 1.  With this core competency, students will 

“demonstrate core competency in academic, professional, and personal writing through the 

knowledge and use of write to learn practices, rhetorical strategies, research methodologies and 

genre conventions.” These competencies are further articulated in the chart below: 

 

GEO 1: Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly 

Outcomes The Student 

Process ● Uses parts of the recursive process in writing, which may include pre-writing, 

drafting, revising, editing. 

● Evaluates sources when used. 

Rhetorical Situation: 

Purpose, Audience 

● Demonstrates appropriate purpose and audience for context. 

Organization and 

Development 

● Demonstrates functional organizational structure appropriate to genre; 

● Provides examples and details that support ideas and content; appropriate to 

genre. 

Meaning/ 

Understanding 

● Researches and writes for further understanding and additional knowledge. 

● Employs write to learn methods through reflective writing and research for 

further understanding and additional knowledge. 

Use of Sources and 

Documentation 

● Demonstrates ability to find and evaluate credible sources. 

● Demonstrates correct documentation of sources when appropriate. 



Conventional 

Grammar and 

Sentence Structures 

● Correctly uses grammar and mechanics. 

● Demonstrates clear meaning. 

 

 
Learning Objectives:  Correlating with and extending GEO 1 these outcomes refer to skills learners are 

expected to develop in English 132:  

Critical Thinking, Reading, and 

Writing Processes 

Rhetorical Knowledge and 

Conventions 

Electronic Environment  

• Demonstrate and employ 

proficiency in active 

reading strategies 

• Identify and contextually 
evaluate assumptions, 
points of view,  stylistic 
choices, and implications 
born of reasoning 

• Conduct primary and 
secondary research 

• Evaluate source reliability 

• Recognize academic 

writing as a social, 

political, and/or 

informative act between 

writer and reader 

• Synthesize ideas and 
integrate sources 

• Offer formative feedback 
in peer review sessions 

• Engage metacognitive 
reflection 

• Understand the 
differences between 
discipline specific writing 
genres 

• Acknowledge other 
writers’ perspectives 

• Recognize and employ 
ethos, logos, pathos and 
other rhetorical topoi in 
written communication 

• Modern Language 
Association (MLA) style in 
academic research and 
writing 

 

• Use technology to deliver 

information in multi-

modal forms 

• Locate, evaluate, organize, 

and use research material 

collected from electronic 

sources, including 

scholarly library 

databases; other official 

databases (e.g., federal 

government databases); 

and informal electronic 

networks and internet 

sources 

• Demonstrate how to 

engage in the electronic 

research and composition 

process common in 

particular fields 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Textbook: 

 

• The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings, 4th Edition.  Author: Richard Bullock and Maureen Daly 
Goggin.  ISBN: 978-0-393-61737-5; Required. 
 

Necessary Materials: Notebooks, pencils, pens. 

 

Grading Scale 

 
4.0 = 93-100% 
3.5 = 86-92% 
3.0 = 80-85% 
2.5 = 75-79% 
2.0 = 70-74% NOTE: a final grade of 2.0 or higher is considered passing 
1.5 = 65-69% 
1.0 = 60-64% 
0.5 = 55-59% 
0.0 = 0-54% 
 

Grade Weights 
 

Participation     10%  4.0 Scale 

Quizzes      10%  100 Scale 

Drafts        30%  4.0 Scale 

Final Portfolio     30%  4.0 Scale 

Total      100% 

 

Participation: Since we will not be meeting face to face this semester, I will not be able assess the 

amount or quality of your participation in group discussion.  I can, however, assess your participation 

through the quality of the interactions you have with me via JPay.  What are the kinds of questions do 

you typically ask?  Which themes, issues and literary devices do you tend to focus on?  What things 

confuse you, and what original insights have you formulated?  As you write to me about the forms of 

writing we are studying, I will form an impression of your comprehension and your level of engagement 

with the course.  Obviously, you will be limited in the number and length of the messages you send me 

via JPay, so this will be an exercise in how concise you can be in your communications.  When you send 



me messages via JPay, consider what you will say carefully, be concise, and make every word count.  You 

may wish to write drafts of your JPay messages on notebook paper before sending them to me. 

Behavior:  Students are expected to maintain a professional and respectful demeanor on JPay.  Please 

avoid communications of a personal nature, confining messages to matters pertaining to the course 

materials or your assigned work.  In addition, students are to avoid comments or paper topics which are 

of a racist, sexist or homophobic nature.  This is to insure a diverse and inclusive learning environment 

that is consistent with the values and principles of Jackson College.  

Quizzes: I will give a number of quizzes on the assigned readings this semester.  These will be in your 

course packet.  Complete these quizzes as you complete the assigned readings, and return them along 

with your essays at the scheduled pickup times.  These quizzes will consist of 20 questions, multiple 

choice, that will require you to think about the best possible answer.  Since the quizzes will be 

necessarily open-book, you will only have one chance to take a quiz, and there will be no retakes. 

Drafts: When I receive the drafts of your assigned essays via document delivery, I will provide detailed 

corrections and comments to you via JPay.  You will then be expected to edit and revise your essays 

according these comments.  You may submit revised versions of your essays to me at any time.  If your 

grade for the essay goes up, I will replace your original grade with the new grade.  In this way, you can 

continue to raise your grade on each paper over the course of the semester.  Each draft you submit will 

be graded on the 4.0 scale, and the grade will be recorded in the course gradebook.  Drafts of your three 

assigned essay will be worth 10% of your overall grade each, and will be worth 30% of your overall grade 

collectively.   

Formal Essays: I will be assigning three formal literary analysis papers this semester.  One of the will be 

5 pages, and two of them will be 5-7.  These papers should have an introductory paragraph ending with 

a thesis statement.  A thesis statement is a single sentence which will clearly state the point you wish 

you to make about your chosen topic, the argument and reasons you wish to convey, or the proposal 

you wish to present.  Once you have stated your thesis, follow the format in your textbook for the genre 

of essay you are being asked to write.  In general, I prefer robust paragraphs of 10-15 lines with a topic 

sentence at the top and a clincher sentence or conclusion at the end.  Thin, journalistic paragraphs 

lacking in specific details, explanations or examples will result in loss of points.  Once you have 

completed the body of your essay, you will be expected to provide a concluding paragraph that 

discusses the conclusions arising from your discussion and any implications arising from them. 

Final Portfolio:  In final two weeks of this semester, you will be asked to submit a final portfolio 

containing the final versions of your three assigned essays, plus a self-assessment letter.  The format for 

this letter can be found in Chapter 32 of your text, on pp. 323-325.  This portfolio will be graded 

holistically This portfolio will count for 30% of your final course grade.  Drafts and final portfolio (the 

writing component of this course) will count for 60% of your final grade.  

Pick-Up Dates for Student Work:  The following are the scheduled pick-up dates for student work.  

Please have your papers and any associated quizzes ready for pick-up on those dates.  I will not return 

graded quizzes, but I will return your essays with my comments and corrections on as timely a basis as 

possible.  If all goes well, you will have half a semester to revise your major essays according to my 

comments.  Here are your scheduled pick-up dates: 



February 11 
February 25 
March 11 
March 25 
April 8 
April 22 
April 30-Final Pick up 
 
HQV Grading:  
 
Attendance Policy and Course Rules: Weekly attendance and participation in this course is required.  
You will indicate your attendance by sending me a JPay message each week, preferably by Wednesday.  I 
would prefer that your weekly message do more than say “I’m here”.  What I would like you to do 
instead is to write me a thoughtful response to the week’s assigned readings or lectures, pose any 
questions you might have about them, or respond to the corrections and comments that I send to you 
on your essays. 

• Withdraw: After the add/drop period, a student may withdraw from a course in accordance with the 
dates published in e-services. 

• Incomplete Policy: In accordance with JCC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to students 
who have demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time of an extenuating 
circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation validating the circumstance may be 
required. 

• Late Work and Makeup Policies:  All quizzes must be completed and sent to me via document pickup.  
Because they are open-book, there will be no retakes.  All assigned essays should be submitted before the 
due date of the next essay.  Starting in Unit 2, you will be submitting the draft of an essay to me every two 
weeks.  If you are late in completing a draft, send it to me via the next available document pickup, or type 
it into a JPay message.  What I would like to avoid is getting halfway into the semester with a student not 
having submitted to me a single draft.  Students who fall too far behind to catch up in this very 
accelerated ten-week schedule will be dropped from the course.   

• Academic Honesty Policy  JC has an academic honesty policy, which will be adhered to in this class. In 
essence, the policy requires that all work must be done by the student whose name it bears. The full policy 
can be accessed at http://www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics/ 

• Failure: Insert here any circumstances under which a student could be dismissed from or failed in the 
course that is not covered in other college publications. In pass/fail courses, a listing of minimal 
competencies. Recommended language: Plagiarism, the submission of another’s writing, whether directly 
copied or paraphrased, may result in a failing grade and can be grounds for removal from class. Cases of 
plagiarism are dealt with by the instructor on an individual basis; the instructor will make decisions 
regarding the student's ability to correct the problem. All cases of plagiarism are reported to the Office of 
the Academic Dean. 
   

 

 

 

 

http://www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics/


Course Schedule 

The assigned readings in your textbook are listed on the left of this schedule.  You will be 

quizzed on those readings.  I have placed your three assigned essays in the units where they are 

assigned.  You will have that week and the week after it to complete and submit your draft, 

whatever state it is in.  Do not worry if you receive a low grade for your first draft.  You will 

have plenty of opportunities to revise these drafts and improve your grades for each before 

submitting them in your final portfolios.   

Unit 1: Chapter 1: Writing in Academic Contexts, pp. 3-9.     Quiz 1 

 Chapter 4: Developing Academic Habits of Mind, pp. 45-52. 

 Chapter 5: Purpose, pp. 55-56. 

 Chapter 6: Audience, pp. 58-59. 

 Chapter 7: Genre, pp. 61-62. 

 Chapter 8: Stance, pp. 64-66.      

Unit 2:  Chapter 12: Reporting Information, pp. 145-155.   Essay #1    Quiz 2  

Sample Reports, pp. 129-144; pp. 698-729. 

Chapter 33: Beginning and Ending, pp. 331-343. 

 Chapter 34: Guiding Your Reader, pp. 344-349.  

Unit 3:  Chapter 25: Processes         Quiz 3 

 Writing as Inquiry, pp. 281-284. 

 Generating Ideas and Text, pp. 289-297. 

 Drafting, pp. 298-300. 

Unit 4:  Chapter 36: Arguing, pp. 355-373.    Essay #2  Quiz 4 

 Sample Arguments, pp. 731-763. 

Unit 5: Doing Research  

Chapter 45: Developing a Research Plan, pp. 435-444.     Quiz 5 

Chapter 46: Finding Sources, pp. 445-468. 

Unit 6:  Chapter 20: Proposals, pp. 235-244.    Essay #3  Quiz 6 

 Sample Proposals, pp. 912-938. 

Unit 7: Chapter 47: Evaluating Sources, pp. 469-472.      Quiz 7 

 Chapter 48: Synthesizing Ideas, pp. 473-477. 



Unit 8: Chapter 49: Quoting, Paraphrasing and Summarizing, pp. 478-490.   Quiz 8 

 Chapter 50: Acknowledging Sources, Avoiding Plagiarism, pp. 491-495. 

Unit 9:  Chapter 51, Documentation, pp. 496-499.      Two MLA Exercises (Homework) 

  

Chapter 52: MLA Style, pp. 500-548.        

Unit 10:  Assessing Your Own Writing, pp. 301-305. 

  Getting Response and Advising, pp. 306-312.       

  Chapter 10: Compiling a Portfolio, pp. 318-325.   

  Sample Self-Assessment, p. 323.     Final Portfolio Submission 

         

 

 

  



English 132 Portfolio Documents 

Portfolio and Reflective Essay Information 

The portfolio demonstrates your use of analytical and argument genres; awareness of the rhetorical 

situation, ability to develop and support claims appropriate to genre, organizational skills, 

demonstration of research skills, documentation and citation skills, and mechanical competence. 

The portfolio is comprised of at least twelve pages of revised and polished academic essay writing 

completed in this course and a reflective essay of at least 500 words on your learning in the class.  

Portfolios must contain essays completed in ENG 132 that have undergone revision based on the 

instructor’s comments and corrections.  These final drafts must demonstrate engagement with the 

writing and research processes. 

Please read the following letter to students and portfolio grading criteria from the Composition 

Faculty at JCC. 

Dear Writing Students, 

 
JCC’s Department of Language, Literature and Arts has implemented the portfolio as an assessment tool for all ENG 
091, 131, and 132 courses. Please read the following information about the portfolio: 

• Every writing student at JCC must submit a portfolio, consisting of a variety of revised papers completed in this 

class during the current semester that best demonstrate competency in skills and strategies defined by the 

course. 

• A meta-cognitive reflection of at least 500 words (two pages double spaced or one page single-spaced) must 

accompany the portfolio. See the description of the meta-cognitive reflection below. 

• The portfolio is worth 30-50% of your total course grade. Your instructor will determine the specific percentage. 

See your course syllabus for this information.  

• Your instructor will identify a date near the end of the semester for the submission of your portfolio. Please 

submit your entire portfolio to your instructor the day the portfolios are due. 

• Your instructor will evaluate your portfolio holistically and offer comments on the strengths and weaknesses of 

your work. 

Portfolio Requirements: 

• A cover sheet for the portfolio listing course and section number, instructor’s name, and other identifying 

information as your instructor directs. 

• Title pages for each essay. Although MLA does not require a title page, you must include a title page for each 

essay in the portfolio. This allows your instructor to evaluate your ability to use audience, purpose to guide 

your writing. It also allows for an assessment of how well you understand the role of the title in relation to 

audience and purpose.  The title page must include: 

o  Essay Title 

o  Purpose Statement 

o Identified Audience Statement  

• Conformity to MLA style: 



o Essays are double-spaced 

o 12-point font 

o  One-inch margins.  

o Writer’s name in the upper right hand corner of each page. 

o When source materials are used, MLA 2018 Guidelines for documentation and citation are required. 

o English 131 essays must contain 10 full pages of writing, not including cover page, title pages, and 

works cited page 

▪ English 131 essays must be minimum of 2 pages in length. 

o English 132 portfolios must contain 12 full pages of writing, not including cover page, title pages, and 

works cited pages. 

▪ English 132 essays must be a minimum of 3 pages in length. 

o Portfolios are to be submitted in a digital version to the course's JetNet Portfolio assignment file.  

▪ PEI portfolios must be polished and converted to digital files. If possible, the PEI portfolios 

are typed. 

  

Meta-Cognitive Reflection Guidelines 

As mentioned above, the portfolio is accompanied by a meta-cognitive reflection. This essay is a summary statement 
providing an overview of the essays contained in the portfolio and the writer is learning over the course of the 
semester. It allows the writer to reflect on his or her growth as a writer and to explain how the portfolio serves as a 
single, comprehensive snapshot of writer performance in English 131. 

The course instructor serves as the sole audience for the portfolio and meta-cognitive reflection, so this is the student’s 
opportunity to frame the quality of experience and learning exhibited in the final written products of the portfolio.   

Address the following ideas when composing the meta-cognitive reflection: 

• The subjects of your papers. 

• The angles and genres of the papers. 

• The relationship of audience and purpose to your writing. How do the essays of the portfolio demonstrate this 

relationship? 

• The phases of the writing process you engaged and how they contributed to the essays in this portfolio. 

• How participation in writers groups and peer review as both writer and peer reviewer strengthened skills; 

recount lessons learned in the writers group. Give credit to specific people who supported your learning. 

• Discuss revision and offer evidence of revisions made on specific essays.  

• Identify points of pride that you have in your writing and/or essay segments that demonstrate your growth as a 

writer. 

• Discuss what you have accomplished as a group member, a writer, and a college student in this class. Again, 

point to specific exchanges, revisions, and areas of growth in support of your accomplishments. 

• Address what you have learned by completing and reviewing the metacognitive reflections written for each 

essay over the course of the semester. 

Please present a focused, well-supported, and organized reflection of yourself as writer following the same formatting 
rules for the portfolio. 

We encourage you to devote time to the revision process throughout the semester. Successful portfolios include 
papers, which have been revised. Your instructor will make suggestions for revision throughout the semester and as 
you compile your portfolio at the end of the term. If you have any questions about any of the information contained 
here, please ask your instructor. 



 
Sincerely, 

The Language, Literature and the Arts Composition Faculty 

 

Portfolio Rubric 

This intensive writing course focuses on analysis, argumentation, and academic research processes 

and strategies. Modern Language Association formatting is required for all formal papers. A research 

paper is required using MLA parenthetical and Works Cited format. Research papers must be at 

least five pages in length with a minimum of five different sources. 

Portfolio Grading and Feedback Form 

Grades 4 3 2 1 0  

Genre Review and 
Engagement 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

Introduction/Thesis 

  
 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 

  

Evidence: 

Development of 
Claims.   

Analyzing and 
Integrating 
Sourced 
Information  

 

  

  

  

  

 
 

  
 
 

  

MLA Citation, and 
Documentation 

    
 
 

  

Organization  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  
  

Rhetorical Situation 

  

  

  
 

 
 
 

  

  

 
  

Vocabulary, 
Mechanics, and 
Punctuation 

  
.       

Final Reflective 
Essay    

  
 

  

 
    

Deductions Fewer than full 12 pages:   -0.5 

Fewer than 10  full pages:    - 1.0 

Missing or disconnected audience/purpose statements    -0.5 

Lack of variety    -0.5 

Essay demonstrating academic research with  less than 5 pages     -0.5 

  



Essay demonstrating academic research with less than 5 sources:    -1. 

Grounds for Failure Failure to include a research paper results in 0.0 for the portfolio. 

Plagiarism results in a 0.0 for the portfolio 

  

Portfolio Comments 

& Total Points 

  
 

  

ENG 132 Portfolio Rubric  

For instructional purposes 

Categories 4.0 = Masterful 

  

3.0 = 
Skilled 

  

2.0 = 
Competent 

  

1.0 = 
Unsatisfactory 

0.0 = Poor Poi
nts 

GRADES 4.0, 3.0, 
2.0 SATISFY 

EDUCATIONAL 
AND ASSOCIATE 

DEGREE 
OUTCOMES 1 
(ADO 1) &  7 

(ADO 7) 

FOR ENGLISH 
132 

  

  

Demonstrates 
masterful ability 
to write clearly, 
concisely, and 
intelligibly (ADO 
1) 

Demonstrates 
masterful critical 
thinking through 
questioning, 
interpreting, 
analyzing, 
evaluating, 
inferring from 
and synthesizing 
information to 
solve problems 
in a variety of 
settings (ADO 7) 

  

Demonstrate
s skilled 
ability to 
write clearly, 
concisely, 
and 
intelligibly 
(ADO 1)  

Demonstrate
s 
skilled  critic
al thinking 
through 
questioning, 
interpreting, 
analyzing, 
evaluating, 
inferring 
from and 
synthesizing 
information 
to solve 
problems in 
a variety of 
settings 
(ADO 7) 

  

Demonstrates 
competent 
ability to 
write clearly, 
concisely, and 
intelligibly 
(ADO 1) 

Demonstrates 
competent 
critical 
thinking 
through 
questioning, 
interpreting, 
analyzing, 
evaluating, 
inferring from 
and 
synthesizing 
information to 
solve 
problems in a 
variety of 
settings (ADO 
7) 

Demonstrates 
unsatisfactory 
ability to write 
clearly, concisely, 
and intelligibly 
(ADO 1)  

Demonstrates 
unsatisfactory 
ability to critically 
think (ADO 7) 

  

Fails to 
demonstrate 
ability to 
write clearly, 
concisely, 
and 
intelligibly(A
DO1  

Fails to 
demonstrate 
ability to 
critically 
think (ADO 
7) 

  

  

Genre Review 
and Engagement 

  

Evidences 
engagement of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective and/or 
mixed genres. 

  

  

 (4)  

Masterful 
engagement of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective and/or 
mixed genres. 

Uses genres to 
navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

  

  

 (3)  

Skilled 
engagement 
of analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or mixed 
genres. 

Uses genres 
to navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

  

  

 (2)  

Competent 
engagement 
of analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or mixed 
genres. 

 Uses genres 
to navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

  

  

(1)   

Unsatisfactory 
engagement of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective and/or 
mixed genres. 

Unsuccessful use 
of genres to 
navigate complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

(0)  

Fails to 
engage 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or 
mixed 
genres 
effectively.  

Fails to use 
genres to 
navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

  



    

Introduction/The
sis 

  

Introductions 
appropriate to 
genre hook 
reader interest, 
focus on subject, 
establish 
backgrounds/con
texts, and 
forecast content 
and organization. 

  

Essays offer 
identifiable clear, 
specific theses 
appropriate to 
genre, purpose, 
and audience. 

(4)  

Masterful 
introductions 
appropriate to 
genre hook 
reader interest, 
focus on subject, 
establish 
backgrounds/con
texts, lead to 
thesis, and 
forecast content 
and organization 
for the reader. 

Masterful thesis 
(implied or 
stated) are 
clearly 
identifiable and 
effectively 
placed. Thesis 
statements use 
syntactic 
subordination to 
provide an 
engaging, 
focused, crisp 
statement that 
captures the 
writer’s central 
claim. Theses 
promote 
purpose, engage 
audience, and 
reflect genre. 

(3)  

Skilled 
introductions 
appropriate 
to genre 
hook reader 
interest 
focus on 
subject, 
establish 
backgrounds
/ contexts, 
lead to 
thesis, and 
forecast 
content and 
organization. 

Skilled thesis 
statements 
(implied or 
stated) are 
identifiable, 
well placed, 
and focused. 
Stated 
theses 
evidence a 
developing 
skill for use 
of syntactic 
subordinatio
n. Thesis 
statements 
are 
appropriate 
to genre, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

  

(2)  

Competent 
introductions 
appropriate to 
genre attempt 
to hook 
reader 
interest, but 
may fall flat 
or fail to ‘lead’ 
the reader to 
the thesis. 
The 
introductions 
contain a 
subject, but 
only partially 
establish 
context. 
Forecasting 
may be vague 
or 
disconnected 
from essay 
body. 

Competent 
thesis 
statements; 
some may be 
difficult to 
identify and 
poorly placed. 
They reflect a 
beginning skill 
level for 
syntactic 
subordination, 
evidenced by 
broad and 
loosely 
constructed 
clauses. 
Theses are 
generally 
appropriate to 
genre, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

(1)  

Unsatisfactory 
introductions 
state topics but 
fail to consistently 
hook focus, 
contextualize, 
and forecast 
content and 
organization.  

Thesis statements 
are superficial or 
unclear. They 
may be simple 
statements of fact 
or loose, rambling 
sentences. They 
are unarguable. 
They employ 
vague or abstract 
language and do 
not reflect writer 
concern for 
genre, purpose, 
and/or audience. 

(0)  

Missing or 
disconnected 
introductions
. 

 Thesis 
statements 
are missing, 
and essay is 
plagued by 
subsequent 
lack of 
focus. 

  

Evidence: 

Development of 
Claims.   

Analyzing and 
Integrating 
Sourced 
Information  

Essays reflect 
writer’s ability to 
locate, evaluate, 
organize, and 
use research 
material 
collected from 
electronic 
sources, 

(4)  

Masterfully 
provides a wide 
range of 
evidence that is 
critical, clear, 
relevant, 
credible, and 
consistent in its 
support of 
theses and 
subtopics. 
Authority is 
clear. 

  

(3) 

 Skillfully 
provides 
strong, clear, 
relevant, 
credible 
supporting 
evidence for 
theses and 
subtopics in 
all 
genres.  Aut
hority is 
clear. 

  

(2)  

Competently 
provides 
evidence that 
is limited 
and/or only 
partially 
identified; 
reader may 
have to infer 
authority; 
limited 
research and 
details do not 
fully develop 
claims. 

(1)  

Unsatisfactorily 
evidence that 
only partially 
supports theses 
and subtopics. 
Evidence lacks 
credibility and 
may be 
inconsistent, 
unreliable, or 
incomplete. 

  

Unsatisfactorily 
distinguishes 
between writer 

(0)  

Fails to 
provide 
academically 
acceptable 
evidence for 
theses and 
subtopics 
and/or 
offers 
blatantly 
misrepresen
ted, 
misquoted, 
or 

  



including 
scholarly library 
databases and 
other official 
databases.  

  

  

Masterfully and 
consistently 
integrates 
quotations, 
paraphrases, 
and summaries, 
distinguishing 
between writer 
ideas and 
sourced material 
through 
proficient use of 
signal phrases 
and 
parenthetical 
citations 

  

  

  

  

Skillfully and 
consistently 
presents 
quotations, 
paraphrases, 
and 
summaries; 
distinguishes 
between 
writer ideas 
and sourced 
material. 

  

Competently 
presents 
quotations, 
paraphrases, 
and 
summaries; 
these may be 
inconsistent 
in 
distinguishing 
between 
writer ideas 
and sourced 
material. 

ideas and sourced 
material. 

misundersto
od evidence. 

  

Fails to use 
and/or 
present 
quotations, 
paraphrases, 
and 
summaries 
correctly; 
does not 
distinguish 
between 
writer ideas 
and sourced 
material. 

Plagiarism is 
a concern. 

MLA Citation, and 
Documentation 

(4)  

Demonstrates 
proficiency in 
MLA 
parenthetical 
citations and 
Works Cited 
strategies. 

(3)  

Demonstrate
s competent 
MLA 
parenthetical 
and Works 
Cited 
strategies, 
some errors 
may be 
apparent. 

(2)  

Approximates
, but does not 
adhere to, 
MLA 
parenthetical 
and Works 
Cited 
strategies. 

(1)  

Unsatisfactory 
demonstration of 
MLA parenthetical 
and/or Works 
Cited strategies. 

 Careless errors. 

(0)  

Fails to 
apply MLA 
source 
citation 
where 
needed.  

Works Cited 
missing. 

Plagiarism 

  

Organization 

Paragraphs, 
transitions, 
rhetorical 
strategies 
present a 
coherent reading 
experience. 

  

Organizational 
structure is 
appropriate to 
genre and 
modality.  

  

  

  

 (4)  

Presents 
cohesive 
essays.  Ideas 
within and 
between 
paragraphs are 
linked with 
transitions that 
present a 
seamlessly 
coherent reading 
experience. 

Organizational 
structure is 
appropriate to 
genre and 
modality.  

Employs 
rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate for 
specific genre. 

  

  

 (3)  

Presents 
cohesive 
essays.  Idea
s within and 
between 
paragraphs 
are 
connected by 
transitions. 

Organization
al structure 
is 
appropriate 
to genre and 
modality.  

Employs 
rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
for specific 
genre. 

  

  

 (2)  

Demonstrates 
basic 
organization 
strategies.  

Ideas within 
and between 
paragraphs 
evidence 
some 
awareness of 
transitions, 
but may not 
always be 
connected. 

Organizationa
l structure is 
loose. 

Coherence is 
inconsistent. 

 Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
for specific 
genre are 
difficult to 
identify. 

(1)  

Unsatisfactory 
reading 
experience.  Para
graphs are 
simple, 
disconnected, or 
formulaic. 
Transitions are 
ineffective or 
missing in places. 

Organization, if 
evident, is 
confusing and 
disjointed. 
Paragraph 
structure is 
ineffective and 
transitions are 
missing in many 
places.  Coherenc
e is lacking. 
Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate to 
genre are 
missing. 

(0) 

 Failed 
organization
. Ideas are 
confusing 
and 
coherence 
within and 
between 
paragraphs 
is missing.  

Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
to genre are 
missing. 

Essays read 
like first 
drafts. 

  

  

  

  

  



Rhetorical 
Situation 

Writing is 
purpose driven 
and audience 
focused. 

  

Tone, voice, 
point-of-view, 
and style are 
appropriate to 
purpose; they 
engage the 
audience in a 
distinctive and 
intentional way. 

  

Employs proper 
rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate for 
specific genre. 

  

  

Demonstrates 
ability to use 
rhetorical 
concepts: ethos, 
pathos, logos in 
support of 
purpose and with 
awareness of 
audience. 

  

  

 (4)  

Demonstrates 
mastery of 
rhetorical 
situation. It is 
purpose driven 
by genre and 
audience 
focused. 

  

Tone, voice, 
point-of-view, 
and style are 
appropriate to 
purpose; they 
engage the 
audience in a 
distinctive and 
intentional way. 

  

Demonstrates 
proficient ability 
to use rhetorical 
concepts: ethos, 
pathos, logos in 
support of 
purpose and 
with awareness 
of audience. 

 Reader-based 
prose. 

(3)  

Demonstrate
s skillful 
engagement 
of rhetorical 
situation. It 
is purpose 
driven by 
genre and 
demonstrate
s awareness 
of audience.  

  

Voice, tone, 
and point-of-
view support 
purpose.  Ful
l control of 
these 
elements 
may be 
missing, but 
the writing 
demonstrate
s intentional 
choices in 
these areas. 

  

Demonstrate
s ability to 
use 
rhetorical 
concepts: 
ethos, 
pathos, logos 
in support of 
purpose and 
with 
awareness of 
audience. 

 Reader-
based prose 

(2)  

Evidences 
competent 
use of 
audience and 
purpose. 
Writing 
generally 
reflects 
connection 
between 
genre and 
purpose.  Aud
ience 
engagement 
seems forced. 

  

 Little attempt 
is made to 
insert voice or 
distinctive 
features into 
essays.  

  

Demonstrates 
little or 
inconsistent 
use of 
rhetorical 
concepts: 
ethos, pathos, 
logos 

 Prose are in 
transition 
from writer to 
reader-based. 

(1) 

Writing does not 
satisfactorily align 
with stated 
purpose .It lacks 
awareness of the 
stated audience. 
Tone and point-
of-view are 
somewhat 
inappropriate and 
/ or 
inconsistent.   

  

Little or 
inconsistent 
evidence that 
writer has 
attempted use of 
rhetorical 
strategies. May 
rely on logical 
fallacy rather 
than rhetorical 
concepts. 

  

 Writer-based 
prose. 

  

  

(0)  

Writing fails 
to reflect 
purpose and 
audience 
awareness. 
Audience 
and purpose 
statements 
may be 
missing. 

  

 Tone may 
be 
inappropriat
e for 
audience 
and 
assignment 
genre. 

  

No evidence 
of audience 
engagement 
No evidence 
that writer 
has studied 
or 
attempted to 
apply 
rhetorical 
concepts. 

Writer-based 
prose.   

  

Vocabulary, 
Mechanics, and 
Punctuation 

  

Follows 
conventions of 
punctuation, 
grammar, and 
spelling. 
Identifies, 
explains, and 
employs 
concepts clearly 

  

  

(4) 

Masterfully 
expresses ideas 
in mechanically 
controlled, clear, 
and cogent 
sentences. 

Demonstrates 
varied, pleasing 
sentence 
patterns. 

Vocabulary is 
consistently 
varied, clear, 
and 
sophisticated. 
The portfolio is 
virtually error 
free. 

(3)  

Skillfully 
uses clear, 
effective, 
and varied 
sentences.  

Vocabulary is 
mostly 
varied and 
sophisticated
. 

Errors (if 
any) are 
infrequent. 

  

(2)  

Competently 
employs 
sentence 
structures 
and 
vocabulary; 
however, 
these are 
sometimes 
repetitive or 
imprecise.  . 

(1)  

Unsatisfactory 
use of 
vocabulary, 
mechanics, and 
punctuation. 
Writer relies on 
formulaic or 
tedious sentence 
patterns. Unclear 
or misused 
vocabulary skew 
meaning Frequent 
errors in sentence 
construction and 
use of non-
standard syntax 
disrupt reader 
experience. 

  

(0)  

Fails to 
follow 
conventions. 
Inconsistenc
ies in 
conventional 
use of 
Standard 
English are 
frequent, 
syntax is 
jumbled, 
and errors 
disrupt 
reader 
experience.  

  

  



  

Final Reflective 
Essay  

Demonstrates 
awareness of 
writing process, 
audience 
centered 
communication, 
and peer 
review.   

 (4)  

Demonstrates 
masterful 
knowledge of 
revision 
strategies that 
develop ideas 
and polish 
essays. 
Acknowledges 
peer and 
instructor 
feedback and 
references how 
it impacts 
writing. Supplies 
clear references 
to and/or 
illustrative 
quotations from 
portfolio essays. 

(3)  

Demonstrate
s skillful 
knowledge of 
revision 
strategies 
that develop 
ideas and 
polish 
essays. 
Acknowledge
s peer and 
instructor 
feedback and 
references 
how it 
impacts 
writing. 
Supplies 
some 
references to 
portfolio 
essays. 

(2)  

Competently 
acknowledges 
revision as 
part of 
process. 
Acknowledges 
peer and 
instructor 
feedback. 

  

(1)  

Unacceptable 
engagement in or 
reflection on 
process. Little 
acknowledgement 
of revision or of 
peer and 
instructor 
feedback. 

(0)  

Fails to 
acknowledge 
revision as 
part of 
process 
and/or peer 
and 
instructor 
feedback in 
the writing 
process. 

  

  

Deductions Fewer than full 12 pages:   -0.5 

Fewer than 10  full pages:    - 1.0 

Missing or disconnected audience/purpose statements    -0.5 

Lack of variety    -0.5 

Essay demonstrating academic research with  less than 5 pages     -0.5 

Essay demonstrating academic research with less than 5 sources:    -1.0 

  

  

Grounds for Failure Failure to include a research paper results in 0.0 for the portfolio. 

Plagiarism results in a 0.0 for the portfolio 

  

  

 


