
   

 

ENG 131- The Writing Experience 

 
ENG 131.SI23 

Winter Semester, 2021 

 

Number of Credits: 3 

Location/Venue: Online  

Instructor: Dale B. Wood, MFA 

English Dept. Phone: (517) 796-8582 

Contact Email: wooddaleb@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: MW 17:00-18:00 

and by appointment 

Course Meeting Times: Mondays and Wednesdays, 18:00-19:30, online   

 

Course Description 

This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed. Basic 
research strategies are introduced. An end-of-the-semester portfolio is required.  

Learners study and engage phases of the writing process, the impact of the rhetorical 
situation on communication choices, and Modern Language Association (MLA) style 
and conventions as they engage studies of memoir, profile, and report genres. 
The course requires participation in discussions, activities, and guided peer review.  
Standard English grammar and structures are requisite skills in this course and must be 
practiced in all informal and formal writing.   

Prerequisite(s) 

ENG 086 and ENG 091 

Course Goals 

The course goals and objectives incorporate a specific General Education Outcomes 
(GEO) established by the JCC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These 
goals are in concert with four-year colleges, universities, and reflect input from the 
professional communities we serve. Jackson College’s GEOs guarantee students 
achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills 
needed in many certification programs. The GEOs and course learning objectives 
addressed in this class include the following:  

 GEO 1: Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly  (Developing) 



   

 

 

 

Outcomes The Student 

Process ● Uses parts of the recursive process in writing, which may include 
pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing. 

● Evaluates sources when used. 

Rhetorical 
Situation: 

Purpose, 
Audience 

● Demonstrates appropriate purpose and audience for context. 

Organization and 
Development 

● Demonstrates functional organizational structure appropriate to 
genre; 

● Provides examples and details that support ideas and content; 
appropriate to genre. 

Meaning/ 

Understanding 

● Researches and writes for further understanding and additional 
knowledge. 

● Employs write to learn methods through reflective writing and 
research for further understanding and additional knowledge. 

Use of Sources 
and 
Documentation 

● Demonstrates ability to find and evaluate credible sources. 

● Demonstrates correct documentation of sources when appropriate. 

Conventional 
Grammar and 
Sentence 
Structures 

● Correctly uses grammar and mechanics. 

● Demonstrates clear meaning. 

 
 

Course Objectives 
 

Critical Thinking, Reading, Rhetorical Knowledge and Electronic Environment 



   

 

and Writing Processes Conventions 

 Practice active 
reading strategies 

 Identify and 
contextually 
evaluate 
assumptions, points 
of view,  stylistic 
choices, and 
implications born of 
reasoning 

 Offer formative 
feedback on others 
writing  in peer 
review sessions 

 Use genres to 
navigate complex 
rhetorical 
challenges  

 Distinguish one’s 
own ideas from 
those of others 

 Practice 
metacognitive 
reflection 

 Use  genre specific 
strategies, voice, 
tone, and 
perspective to 
achieve rhetorical 
goals 

 Recognize 
conventions of 
writing distinctive to 
specific disciplines 

 Employ Modern 
Language 
Association (MLA) 
style in academic 
writing 

 Writing in Plain 
Style 
 

 

 Use Microsoft Word 
to compose, revise, 
and save 
documents 

 Locate research 
material collected 
from electronic 
sources, including 
library databases 
and other electronic 
networks and 
internet sources 

 Use college learning 
management 
system 

 

 

 

TEXTBOOK: 

Writing Today (0330) 

1. Edition: 4th 

2. ISBN: 9780136653738 

3. Author: Johnson-Sheehan 

4. Publisher: Pearson Learning Solutions 

5. Formats: Adobe Digital Editions 

 

☐  Follett Access! Please review the cost of your required materials at the 
following link to determine the best option for you to purchase your materials: 
https://www.bkstr.com/jacksonstore  

https://www.bkstr.com/jacksonstore


   

 

For more information on the Follett ACCESS Program, you can view the frequently 
asked questions here: https://www.jccmi.edu/bookstore/student-services-follett-access/. 

If after reviewing the costs, you choose to opt out, you may do so here: 
www.jccmi.edu/optout.  Please note your opt out selection is for your entire semester 
schedule.  You cannot opt out and opt in to individual courses. And you must opt out by 
the due date for your first class.  

Class Starts On  Opt-Out Date 

Jan. 11, 2021 Jan. 14, 2021 

Jan. 27, 2021 Jan. 30, 2021 

Feb. 1, 2021 Feb. 4, 2021 

Feb. 15, 2021 Feb. 18, 2021 

March 15, 2021 March 18, 2021 

March 29, 2021 April 2, 2021 

 

If you have questions about materials, please contact the Jackson College Follett 
bookstore at jackson@bkstr.com.  For account billing questions, please contact the 
Jackson College Cashier at jccashier@jccmi.edu.   

 

Grading Procedure 
 
70% of your grade in this course comes from REVISED ESSAYS.  
 10%- First Revision of Essay 1 (Personal Narrative Essay) 
 10%- First Revision of Essay 2 (Profile Essay) 
 10%- First Revision of Essay 3 (Research Report) 
 40%- Final Portfolio with Metacognitive Reflective Letter 
30% of your grade in this couse comes from CLASSWORK 

This includes smaller writing assignments, assignments related to the writing 
process such as prep work and  peer reviews, quizzes, participation in 
discussions and any other assignments from me.  

 

Grading Scale 
 

GPA RANGE 

 

 

4.0 94-100% 

3.5 89-93% 

3.0 84-88% 

2.5 78-83% 

https://www.jccmi.edu/bookstore/student-services-follett-access/
file://///jccmi.edu/dfs/shared/Building%20Coordinators/Syllabi/Syllabi%20forms-instructions/www.jccmi.edu/optout.
file://///jccmi.edu/dfs/shared/Building%20Coordinators/Syllabi/Syllabi%20forms-instructions/jackson@bkstr.com.%20%20
file://///jccmi.edu/dfs/shared/Building%20Coordinators/Syllabi/Syllabi%20forms-instructions/jccashier@jccmi.edu.%20%20


   

 

2.0 72-77% 

1.5 66-71% 

1.0 60-65% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 

 
Extras 

As this is an online class, your success depends, in part, on your having reliable internet 
access and proper technology. You will need to use a personal computer—relying 
solely on your phone for access to the course will put you at a significant disadvantage. 
It is invariably a bad idea to write your essays on your phone.   

 

First Drafts and Peer Reviews: Being fully engaged in the writing process is an 
important part of this class. Every essay that you submit in your portfolio will go through 
the entire writing process.  You will receive points for posting a completed first draft by 
its due date. To participate in the Peer Review process on an essay, you need to submit 
your draft by the due date. If you submit your draft after the due date, I will provide 
feedback on your draft, but you will not be able to participate in the peer review process, 
which means you won’t receive points for completing a peer review.  
 
Final Portfolio: Your final portfolio is due on Wednesday, April 28, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. 
EST. It is a collection of your best writing, which has been perfected and polished 
throughout the semester, using all the steps of the writing process. You need to include 
polished versions of Essays 1, 2, and 3, in addition to a metacognitive reflective letter to 
me, reflecting on how your writing skills have developed throughout the course. All 
essays in your portfolio must have been submitted to me in draft form at least once prior 
to its inclusion in your portfolio.  Your final portfolio is required, and failure to submit a 
final portfolio by the due date will result in your receiving a failing grade in this course.  
 
Weekly Discussion Grades: Your active participation in course discussions is 
necessary, and your participation in course discussions will be graded. Expect three or 
four questions each week. Unless otherwise stated, discussion weeks go from Monday 
through Sunday… weekly discussion questions for the week will normally be posted by 
Monday morning. To be eligible for full credit in a discussion, you need to make three 
substantive posts over at least two days in the discussion week. (During the first week 
of the course, one of the discussion topics will be “what makes a post substantive?” so 
we can discuss this at length in that forum.)  In each discussion, one post should be 
your response to the discussion question (which usually draws from readings in your 
text, or readings related to the week’s topics) and then two follow-up posts or comments 
to posts made by your classmates. Please be respectful. Posts that contain 
inappropriate language or inappropriate or abusive content will not be eligible for credit, 
and may be referred to Jackson College administration for appropriate consequences. 



   

 

Posts must be proofread for correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and 
grammatical sentences. Also, please note that, while posting rough drafts and peer 
reviews are a requirement in this course, and while those things take place in the 
discussion forums, posting rough drafts and peer reviews do not count toward weekly 
discussion grades, as those activities are graded separately. Also, please note, that 
posts in the Weekly Questions thread, while encouraged, do not count towards your 
weekly discussion grade. 

Failure 

Failing to submit any of the three required portfolio essays, or the final portfolio, will 
result in your receiving a failing grade for this course. Plagiarism or other violations of 
the Academic Honesty Policy (see below) may result your receiving a failing grade in 
this course. In addition, absences in excess of three may result in your being dropped 
from the course, or in your being assigned a failing grade for this course.  

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of 
their own work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping 
others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from 
outside sources. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

 Submitting other's work as your own 

 Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources 
without adequate documentation 

 Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work 
without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work 
(self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without 
authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

 Plagiarizing in any form 

 Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

 Copying 

 Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

 Altering graded work 

 Falsifying data 

 Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Late Work and Makeup Policy 

My general policy regarding late work is that I don’t accept it. In the event that you have 
truly extenuating circumstances that are beyond your control, I may be willing to work 
with you, but you will need to contact me about these extenuating circumstances, 



   

 

preferably in advance of their interfering with your coursework. In the event that I agree 
to extensions, I reserve the right to ask for written documentation of the extenuated 
circumstances, and your ability to complete work on an extension will be dependent on 
your submitting appropriate written documentation to me in a timely manner. In the 
event that I agree to accept a late assignment from you, it will be subject to late work 
penalties of 10% per day late, and any work submitted more than five days after the due 
date will only be eligible for half credit. In addition, please note that posting a first draft 
after the due date will mean you are not able to participate in the peer review process 
for that essay, and you will not be eligible to earn points on the peer review for that 
essay. Please refer to the section on First Drafts and Peer Reviews under Grading 
Procedure for more information.  

Attendance- Participation Policy 

For online sections:  

Just as in a traditional classroom course, regular class participation and keeping up on 
the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with survival in college. It is my 
recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams BEFORE 
the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the 
deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I 
will be monitoring student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student 
activity throughout the term to assure compliance with college policy and federal 
regulations.  It is imperative that you log in to the course and actively participate within 
the first couple of days of the term to validate your enrollment in the course. After that, 
not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn from the course. 
Being withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic 
eligibility, and housing status. As a college student you are responsible for how your 
participation impacts your academic progress; the accountability lies with you.  

Course Management 

Please note that the census date for this course is January 21, 2021, which is also the 
deadline for withdrawing from the course without penalty. The last day to withdraw from 
this course is April 30, 2021. If you have any questions regarding this, please refer to 
the academic calendar for Jackson College.  

Help 

Please reach out to me via email if you need help in this course and we can discuss 
options that may be available to you. Please note that reaching out to me in a timely 
manner, at the first sign of trouble, is going to be the most effective way to address any 
issues that might come up.  

Student Responsibilities 

You are responsible for regularly checking into the course and for participating in course 
discussions on multiple days each week, for submitting assignments, drafts, and peer 



   

 

reviews by their due dates, and for monitoring and managing your progress in this 
course.  

Accessibility 

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to 
our educational mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. 
Jackson College is fully committed to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone 
including those with disabilities. We are currently working to increase accessibility and 
usability of our course materials in order to meet or exceed the requirements of Section 
508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and 
Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson 
College’s efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson College accessibility 
web page. 
 
If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for 
Student Success at JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web 
page. 

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students 
the opportunity to achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services 
free of charge to Jackson College students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and 
faculty tutoring, mental health referral, temporary assistance with transportation, various 
workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to 
meet the individual needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the 
purpose of providing equal access to all programs and facilities. 

Academic Advising 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of 
the semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will 
make every effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-
identify prior to the start of the semester may delay notification to instructors and 
timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not automatically carry 
over to the next semester. Please e-mail JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page 

. 

Tentative Course Calendar  

*Please note that I reserve the right to change or modify the following due dates 

as circumstances may necessitate. All changes to course due dates will be 

announced in the course shell, which, again, is why it is essential that you’re 

regularly attending and participating in class.  

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


   

 

WEEK # DATE TOPIC HOMEWORK 

1 Jan. 11-16 Introductions, Syllabus 

Diagnostic Response Essay- Joan 

Didion’s “Self Respect” 

Syllabus Quiz 

2 Jan. 17-23 Narrative Writing  

3 Jan. 24-30  
Narrative Writing 

Peer Reviews 

First Draft of Essay 1 is due by 

Wednesday at 11:59 p.m. 

Peer Reviews are due Friday by 

11:59 p.m. 

4 
Jan. 31- Feb. 

6 

Writing Profiles 

Conducting Interviews 

First Revisions of Essay 1 are due 

Monday at 11:59 p.m. 

Essay 2 Topic Proposals due 

Wednesday at 11:59 p.m. 

5 Feb. 7-13 

Writing Profiles 

Writing Interview 

Questions 

Essay 2 Interview Questions due 

Wednesday at 11:59 p.m. 

6 Feb.14-20 
Writing Profiles and 

Conducting Interviews 

You should conduct your interview 

this week.  

7 Feb. 21-27 
Writing Profiles and 

Conducting Interviews 
 

8 Feb. 28- Mar.6  
Writing Profiles and 

Conducting Interviews 

First draft of Essay 2 is due Weds 

at 11:59 p.m. 

Peer Review due Friday at 11:59 

p.m. 

9 Mar. 7-13 MIDSEMESTER  



   

 

BREAK 

NO CLASSES 

10 Mar. 14-20 
Conducting Research 

Writing with Research 

First revisions of Essay 2 are due 

Weds. at 11:59 p.m. 

11 Mar. 21-27 
Conducting Research 

Writing with Research 

Essay 3 Topic Proposals due 

Weds. at 11:59 p.m. 

12 
Mar. 28- Apr. 

3 

Conducting Research 

Writing with Research 

Annotated Bibliographies are due 

Weds. at 11:59 p.m. 

13 Apr. 4-10 
Conducting Research  

Writing with Research 

First drafts of Essay 3 are due 

Weds at 11:59 p.m. 

Peer Reviews are due Friday at 

11:59 p.m. 

14. Apr. 11-17 

Writing the 

metacognitive letter 

Portfolio Revisions 

First Revisions of Essay 3 are due 

Weds at 11:59 p.m. 

15 Apr. 18-24 Portfolio Revisions 

Portfolio Workshop. Post revised 

essay (of your choice) by Weds. 

at 11:59 p.m..  

Peer Reviews are due Friday at 

11:59 p.m. 

16 Apr. 25-May 1 
Portfolio Revisions 

Semester wrap-up 

Final Portfolios are due on Weds, 

Apr. 28 by 11:59 p.m. 

 



   

 

 

Important Dates:  
 

DATE EVENT 

WEDS, JANUARY 27, 2021 FIRST DRAFT OF ESSAY 1 DUE AT 11:59 PM 

MON, FEBRUARY 1, 2021 FIRST REVISIONS OF ESSAY 2 ARE DUE AT 11:59 PM 

WEDS, MARCH 3, 2021 FIRST DRAFT OF ESSAY 2 DUE AT 11:59 PM 

MARCH 7-13, 2021 MIDSEMESTER BREAK- NO CLASSES 

WEDS, MARCH 17, 2021 FIRST REVISIONS OF ESSAY 2 ARE DUE AT 11:59 PM 

WEDS, APRIL 7, 2021 FIRST DRAFT OF ESSAY 3 DUE AT 11:59 PM 

WEDS, APRIL 14, 2021 FIRST REVISIONS OF ESSAY 3 ARE DUE AT 11:59 PM 

WEDS, APRIL 28, 2021 FINAL PORTFOLIOS ARE DUE AT 11:59 PM 

 

 

Essay 1- Reflective Narrative Essay  
Essay 1 is an assignment written in 1st Person Point of View (POV). You are the 
Person. In other words, you are not creating a fictionalized character writing as “I.” You 
are the “I.” You will be writing a memoir, also known as a reflective narrative. A narrative 
is a story—a spoken or written account of something. Reflection is deep thought which 
produces ideas and statements assigning significance to what is being reflected upon. 
 
In Essay 1, you will reflect on a significant event in your life, assigning it significance. 
This significance will encourage you to dig deeper and discover something about 
yourself, your life, and/or others. A successful reflection also engages readers and 
allows them to see the story through your eyes, but more importantly, by thinking about 
your reflections, readers often find out something about themselves, life and/or others, 
too. 
 
Your purpose is not to teach a lesson, but to assign significance to the scar or event, 
making it memorable and worth writing and reading about. Through the use of showing 
not telling and concrete details, you will make your reflection come alive. Remember to 



   

 

include all the senses in your narrative reflection including smell, sounds, tastes, 
feelings, as well as visual details. Be honest. Truth is always more effective than fiction. 
Your reflection does not need to be earth-shattering, though it may be. You can just as 
well focus on the little things in life. The little things can also reveal great significance. 

 

To fulfill the assignment, your essay must include: 

 An introduction, which grabs the audience, shares the topic of the essay, and 
ends with a hint of significance. 

 Body paragraphs that move the reader through the narrative or story your 
significant event. The essay shows not tells the story and uses concrete details. 

 The essay shares a reflection on the significance of the story, in other words, 
what you learned about yourself, life, and/or others. 

 A conclusion which briefly revisits the most important moments of the story and 
brings the essay to a closure. 

 Your reflective narrative should be a minimum of 750 words in length and should 
not exceed 1250 words. Your essay should be set up in MLA manuscript format, 
with proper page headers.  

 

 

Essay 2- Profile Essay 
Essay 2 is an assignment written in 3rd Person Point of View (POV). When you write in 
third person, you place yourself in the background and give your audience the clearest, 
most detailed view of what you are writing about. You will not use the word “I” or any of 
the pronouns associated with the 1st person POV like “we,” “us,” and “me,” mine,” or 
etc, unless you’re quoting your subject. You will also not use the 2nd person POV 
pronoun “you.” Even if you are writing about someone you know like a friend, associate, 
or loved one, you will refer to him/her as he/she, John, Mary, etc. 
 
In Essay 2, you will interview the person of your choice. When selecting your subject, I 
suggest that you expand your horizons and avoid interviewing family members and 
close friends, and instead, select someone who is working in a job you aspire to, or 
someone who has overcome a significant hardship, or done something significant. Your 
task will be to ask them questions are not only informative but penetrating. You want to 
go beyond the obvious and find an “angle” on their life, which will be interesting and 
thought provoking. This angle will keep your essay focused and not dilute the profile 
through attempting to cover their entire life story. You will include the basics of who they 
are like name, age, basic background, which will create a foundation on which to build. 
The bulk of your essay will develop the specific angle in which you are profiling them. 
Bring this person alive to your reader. You should include a description of their 
environment, their physical appearance and any body language you observe.  



   

 

 
You will also include shifts in vocal tone, and other sounds that you experience aurally. 
Finally, you must include direct quotes, carefully chosen, which will help the reader to 
understand this person. 
Potential angles include: the person’s job, a gift or achievement, a particular experience, 
a physical, mental, or emotional challenge they overcame, a role in the community such 
as service, etc. You may not know what angle to take until you interview the person. 
You would then re-focus your questions to capture that particular angle you have 
discovered. 
 
As you write your paper, you will present the information organized around the various 
questions you included in your interview, while not necessarily including the questions 
themselves. As with any essay, you need to include an introduction and conclusion. 
Remember that this paper profiles your person objectively. You cannot insert your 
opinion or reaction to the answers to the questions you asked. Allow the reader to take 
in and react without any guidance on your part. 

 

To re-cap, you will need to include the following in Essay 2: 

 Choose an angle, so that your essay is tight and focused. 

 Include a brief background on the person to establish a foundation for the profile. 

 Include a physical description of the person, an overview of their environment, 
and a capture of facial and body language, as well as vocal shifts and other 
sounds you experience. 

 At least three direct quotes that are carefully chosen. Do not let quotes write your 
essay. 

 (Twenty percent of your paper at maximum can be quotes.) 

 An intro that pulls the reader in and a conclusion that brings the essay to a 
closure and also leaves a strong last impression. 

 Length: Your Profile should be a minimum of 750 words in length, and should not 
exceed 1,250 words. 

 Your essay needs to be set up in MLA manuscript format, and as your interview 
is your source of information, you will need to include a Works Cited page that 
cites your interview (the format for this is in your textbook). 

Preparation: For this essay, you will write a topic proposal explaining who you intend to 
interview, why they are significant, and what angle your interview will explore. You will 
also be required to submit a list of interview questions which need to be approved by 
me, before you conduct your interview. This is something we will discuss in class.  

 

Essay 3- Research Report 
 



   

 

You may choose one angle of a culture or subculture OR choose a topic regarding law. 
Choose an angle on a culture, subculture or chose a topic regarding laws. If you select 
a topic regarding laws, you need to be specific about the jurisdiction and in some cases, 
time period. (ie International, Federal, State, or Local) Create a specific question 
regarding the angle. This question will form your “working thesis.” Then your hypothesis 
is the projected answer to that question.  
 
One of the objectives of this assignment is that you conduct research using multiple 
sources, which you integrate and cite in the body of your essay. You are required to cite 
a MINIMUM of three sources that come from the Jackson College library. You may 
utilize sources from other libraries, and you may utilize credible sources from the open 
internet, but a minimum of three sources must come from the Jackson College library. 
(We will talk about this is greater detail in class.) 
  

 

Examples of angles and coordinating questions: 

 What role did religion/spirituality play in the discipline of the samurai warrior? 

 What was the purpose of the Terracotta Army and the objects that were 
included? 

 I love the Mods of the 1950’s and 1960’s. What role did clothing play in their 
subculture and who established the style? 

 What is the difference between first, second and third degree murder? 

 What is the history and intent behind the Maximum Minimum law? 

 

Your essay will be divided into the following sections, which need to be clearly labeled 
and appear in the order indicated: 

 Executive Summary or Abstract: This provides a brief summary of the report. 

 Introduction: This defines a research question or problem and explains why it is 
important to the reader. The introduction clearly states the purpose and main 
point of the report, while offering background information on the topic. Your 
introduction also needs to contain a concise thesis statement. 

 Methods: This section describes how research was carried out, and an overview 
of the sources used.  

 Results or Findings: This is an objective presentation of the results (or findings) 
of the research 

 Discussion: This is where you analyze and explain the results and what they 
mean, or their 
implications for your topic. 

 Conclusion/Recommendation: Restates the main point of the report and offers 
recommendations. 

 End Material: Works Cited Page 



   

 

 

Additional Requirements:  

 Length: 1,000-1,250 words 

 Correct MLA manuscript formatting, with in-text documentation and correctly 
formatted Works Cited page 

 Your essay must cite a minimum of three sources from the Jackson College 
library.  

 

Preparation Work: You will be required to submit a topic proposal, and an Annotated 
Bibliography, before writing this essay.  


