20th Century American Literature
ENG 256.I60
Winter 2021
Number of Credits: 3
Days Class Meets: Online
Meeting Times: Weekly Zoom meetings TBD
Location/Venue: Online
Instructor: Mrs. Nina Knight
Contact Phone: Remind App
Contact Email: knightninam@jccmi.edu
Online Office Hours: Wednesdays via Zoom

Course Description
Students emphasize the literature and culture of America from 1890 to the present, with emphasis on the
development of organic and post-modern writing in narrative, poetic, and critical modes.

Prerequisite(s)
ENG 131

Course Goals
The Board of Trustees has determined that all JC graduates should develop or enhance certain essential
skills while enrolled in the college. The objectives for the course support GEO 6: Understanding aesthetic
experience and artistic creativity; students will demonstrate proficiency in the analysis of creative works,
situating works culturally and historically through critical thinking, research and interpretation. The rubric for
GOE 6 is interpreted for this course as follows:
1. Understanding Context—Students understand the historical, cultural, and social contexts of
selected works of drama and poetry (measured through class discussion, small-group work, inclass writing, quizzes, final exam)

2. Analysis and Interpretation—Students apply methods of analysis and interpretation to texts; uses
discipline specific language to support critical reflection (measured through class discussion, smallgroup work, in-class writing, written assignments, reading and constructing scenes for plays)
3. Engagement—Students regularly participate in discussions about selected works of drama and
poetry, discussing the creative choices made by poets and playwrights (measured through
participation in whole-class discussions, small-group projects, poem and play readings, and
discussion)
4. Evaluation—Students evaluate works of drama and poetry for quality, using criteria generally
recognized in the field (measured through discussion and essays)
5. Appreciation—Students will exhibit through writing an awareness of purpose and audience,
organizational and development skills, meaning and understandings; --Students will work
productively with other students in gaining understanding of poetry and drama through
participation, interaction, and completion of small-group projects.

Course Objectives
The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes (GEOs) established by
the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year colleges
and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve. GEOs guarantee students
achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in many
certification programs. The GEOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the following:
ADO 1 Developing Level-Rubric for writing clearly, concisely, and intelligibly:
a) Reflective writing assignments
b) Research-based analysis assignments
c) Creative writing projects
ADO 6 Proficient Level— Rubric for understanding and appreciating aesthetic experience and artistic
creativity.
a) Research-based paper, essay exams, and quizzes
b) Weekly annotations
c) Weekly discussion forum posts

Textbook
•

The Heath Anthology of American Literature, Seventh Edition, Volume D: Modern Period 19101945. ISBN: 978- 1-133-31025-9

•

The Heath Anthology of American Literature, Seventh Edition, Volume E: Contemporary Period
1945-Present. ISBN: 978-1-133-31026-6

Textbook Zero
•

Text Book Zero. This text is available in a digital format. Please see the links posted on our
class Jet Net site. This text is available to rent or purchase in digital format through the JC
Bookstore.

Follett Access
•

Please review the cost of your required materials to determine the best option for you to
purchase your materials.

•

For more information on the Follett ACCESS Program, you can view the view the frequently
asked questions.

If after reviewing the costs, you choose to opt out, you may do so here: www.jccmi.edu/optout. Please
note your opt out selection is for your entire semester schedule. You cannot opt out and opt in to individual
courses. And you must opt out by the due date for your first class.
Class Starts On:

Opt Out Date:

January 11, 2021

January 14, 2021

February 15, 2021

February 18, 2021

March 15, 2021

March 18, 2021

March 30, 2021

April 2, 2021

If you have questions about materials, please contact the Jackson College Follett bookstore at
jackson@bkstr.com. For account billing questions, please contact the Jackson College Cashier at
jccashier@jccmi.edu.

Extras
•

Computer (Laptop or Desktop) Ipads and Chromebooks do not work well with Microsoft Word.

•

Remind App

•

Stable internet access

•

Access to Office 365

Grading Procedure
Jackson College final grades are based on a 4.0 scale, with 4.0 being Masterful. You must earn a 2.0 in
this class to earn credit for the class. Less than a 2.0 is considered failing. This means you will need to
retake the class and pass it before it meets pre-requisite requirements for other courses or for transfer to
other colleges and universities. The final grade is based on the following criteria: Attendance= 20%,
Quizzes/Homework/Assignments=40%, Final Exam=40%

Grading Scale
GPA

GRADE RANGE

4.0

94-100%

3.5

89-93%

3.0

84-88%

2.5

78-83%

2.0

72-77%

1.5

66-71%

1.0

60-65%

0.5

55-59%

0.0

0-54%

Failure
Failure to turn in the major course assignments or the final exam will result in failure of the course.

Academic Honesty Policy
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and
not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism
includes but is not limited to:
•

Submitting other's work as your own

•

Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without
adequate documentation

•

Reusing significant, identical, or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without
acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)

Cheating
Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating
includes, but is not limited to:
•

Plagiarizing in any form

•

Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization

•

Copying

•

Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others

•

Altering graded work

•

Falsifying data

•

Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical

•

Allowing your work to be submitted by others

Accessibility
Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our educational
mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College is fully committed
to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with disabilities. We are currently
working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in order to meet or exceed the
requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991
and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s
efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page.
If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success at
JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page.
At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity to
achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson College
students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, temporary
assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program.
In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the individual
needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal access to all
programs and facilities.

Course Management
In accordance with the JC policy for incomplete grades, incompletes are only granted to student who
have demonstrated good standing in the class and who have a passing grade at the time of an
extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the course. Documentation validating the
circumstance will be required. Incomplete grades are not intended as a free pass out of class.

Makeup Policy
Assignments can be turned in 1-week after the deadline for ½ credit and will lose points daily. If you
missed a deadline, please contact me to discuss the ability to make it up. Quizzes, Tests, and group
projects cannot be made up.

Help
Available learning services or opportunities for students seeking help with their course work.
Tutors: JC Tutor Center
Writing Fellows:

Writing Fellows provide free writing support to JC students in all disciplines or programs of study
from astronomy to zoology. We can help you no matter where you are in the writing process – from
collecting material at the beginning to properly citing sources at the end of the process. We offer
online/e-mail tutoring services for online students. We can help with: Essay writing, research writing,
APA, MLA, Chicago style, notetaking, reviewing assignment instructions and more! To schedule an
appointment: Writing Fellows
Academic Advising
It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester in
order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate
accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay
notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not
automatically carry over to the next semester. Please e-mail JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page

Student Responsibilities
Participation in discussion boards is mandatory and is an expectation built into this course. Every
student will be expected to keep up with the reading and homework assignments. Be sure to complete
all assigned homework on time. Your JC email and Remind will be the primary way I will
communicate with you outside of class; however, I can be reached via Zoom and BBB. I suggest you
check your JC email daily! If you don’t use JC as your primary email, please have your JC email
forwarded to your primary account so that you can get any class announcements. All assignments
need to be posted to JetNet in the format specified or they will be given a zero. Late papers will be
accepted one week after the due date for a deduction in points. You are still expected to post your work
on time. (Email me right away if extenuating circumstances prevent this from happening).

Attendance- Participation Policy
For online sections
Students must access the course and complete the weekly attendance assignment by Wednesday at
midnight of every week. Failure to do so will result in an absence for the week and will be deducted from
your course participation points. If you miss two weeks of class, you will be dropped from the course.
Just as in a traditional classroom course, regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and
assignments is strongly correlated with survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do
your assignments and take your exams BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time
to fix them before the deadline.
In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be monitoring
student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout the term to
assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations. It is imperative that you log in to the course

and actively participate within the first couple of days of the term to validate your enrollment in the course.
After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn from the course. Being
withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status.
As a college student you are responsible for how your participation impacts your academic progress; the
accountability lies with you.

Caveat
I retain the right to modify this syllabus and any of its terms as appropriate throughout the semester.
This right, however, is limited to practical necessities (schedule, assignments, etc.) and legal or
institutional requirements that supersede this syllabus as a contract. Student feedback will also be taken
into consideration. Students will be notified of any change to the syllabus.

Calendar
WEEK #

DATE

TOPIC

1

March 15

Naturalism

2

March 22

Symbolism

3

March 29

Imagism

4

April 5

5

April 12

Post-modernism

6

April 19

Cultural negotiation

7

April 26

Final Exam

HOMEWORK

The renaissance and
black expression

Important Dates:
DATE

EVENT

APRIL 26

Final Exam Week

Mrs. Knight’s Specific Course Policies
Land Acknowledgement:
• We collectively acknowledge that Jackson College occupies the ancestral, traditional, and
contemporary Lands of the Anishinaabeg – Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe, Odawa, and

Potawatomi peoples. We recognize, support, and advocate for the sovereignty of Michigan’s
twelve federally recognized Indian nations, for historic Indigenous communities in Michigan,
for Indigenous individuals and communities who live here now, and for those who were
forcibly removed from their Homelands. By offering this Land Acknowledgement, we affirm
Indigenous sovereignty and will work to hold Jackson College accountable to the needs of
American Indian and Indigenous peoples.
Preferred Name:
• If you have a preferred first name and/or specific gender pronouns you would like me to use
(whether the traditional pronouns of she/her/hers or he/him/his, or alternative, non-binary
pronouns such as they/them/theirs, ey/em/eirs, or zie/zim/zirs), please let me know.
Student/Instructor Correspondence:
•

Casually drafted e-mails will be deleted without a response! (Example: hey nina did we do
anything today.) As a professional in an academic field, students will conduct themselves
accordingly. This will also help you practice your formal writing skills.

Technology Policies
The use of technology is a requirement for this course. Please keep in mind that technical failures are
not an excuse for late or missing work. Please use the following tips below to help avoid issues with
technology.
•

Do not procrastinate! You are given ample time to complete homework, and projects. Start
early to avoid problems with technology.

•

Save everything to a memory stick or to a cloud-based server such as Google Drive, Dropbox
or iCloud.

•

Use a program that campus computers can open; use the “Save As” option and save your
document in multiple versions – such as “Word Document” or “Rich Text Format” or Word
2007. You can save all work as the earlier version (Word 97-2003) or as .rtf (some formatting
may be lost)

•

E-mail a copy of your work to your JCC account or another internet-based e-mail service –
either as an attachment or in the body of the e-mail, or both. Some formatting may be lost in the
body of the e-mail, but it’s better than nothing. This way, you can get a copy of the work
wherever you can access the Internet.

Free Stuff from Jackson College:
•

Online Class Help: Online Class Help

•

Emergency Request: If you need help with food, need a computer for this class, or need help
paying for a bill or car repair, use this form: Emergency Funds

•

Health Clinic: Health Clinic

•

Free Counseling: Students and JC employees in need of assistance provided by our Oasis
Center can call 517.787.7920. Simply state that you need to speak to the staff at the Oasis
Center. You will then be transferred to one of the Oasis navigators who will screen for your
particular needs.

