
HUM 131.165: Cultural Connections   
 

Instructor: Sarah Panuska 
Email: panuskasarahm@jccmi.edu 
Office Hours: T 3-4pm, or by appointment, instructions in “Course Info” topic on JetNET. 
 
 
Textbooks and Required Materials (GET THESE ASAP!!!)  
 

Cultural & Values: A Survey of the Humanities (Ninth Addition) Volumes 1 AND 2 
 These must be purchased through Cengage Learning 
 Here is the link to cengage:  

https://www.cengage.com/dashboard/#/course-confirmation/MTPPKF6QGGWW/initial-course-confirmation 

 

 
  Instructions for setting up the course are included in the welcome message on 
 JetNET. We are using the textbook only, not any of the “activities” in it.  
 *Note, the longer version of this class uses a novel called “Things Fall Apart.” Will 
 will not be using that text, so feel free to return it or resell it.  
 
Required Viewing: Episodes 2, 3, and 4 of “Mankind: A Story of All of Us.” 
 This is FREE to amazon prime members through Prime Video. Just search for it in 
 the search bar and make sure to select the prime video version from the dropdown. 
 
 If you do not have amazon prime, you can create a membership with the 30-
 day free trial and then make sure to completely cancel your membership to 
 avoid being charged $119 dollars. Below is a website to walk you through how 
 to cancel your  membership. You could, hypothetically, watch and take notes on all 
 of the episodes and then delete your membership same day.  
 
 Link to canceling your prime membership: https://www.businessinsider.com/how-
to-cancel-amazon-prime-membership  

 
Course Description: Humanities 131 is an interdisciplinary course that examines contemporary 
issues, their human and technological components and their historical precedents through art, music, 
literature, film, and philosophy.  During this semester we will focus on and learn how to “read” the 
creative expressions that stem from human beings describing the world in which they--and we—live.  
We will attempt to examine those expressions that stem from human beings and ourselves while 
searching for answers.    
 
This course also addresses several specific discipline-related goals. It aims to help the student: 

1) Summarize the historical, artistic, and cinematic traditions of expression 
2) Identify different artistic movements and their specific characteristics 
3) Cultivate your research/investigative skills driven by your own interests in art  

 
General Education Outcomes (GEOs) and Essential Competencies (EC) 
 



 All JCC graduates should develop or enhance certain essential skills while enrolled in the College. 
 

Understanding and appreciating aesthetic experience and artistic creativity   
 

- Meaning and Understanding--- -explains the historical, cultural, and social contexts of 
selected works of visual art, music, literature from Western and Non-Western cultures,   

- Analysis and Interpretation--- applies methods of analysis and interpretation, using 
discipline specific language to support critical reflection   

- Engagement--- -initiates and sustains a discussion of the creative contexts within which 
artists’ work and the artists’ resulting creative choices  

- Evaluation--- -articulates a personal critique of artistic works, based upon aesthetic 
standards  

- Approaches works of creative expression with openness and interest; appreciates the 
world of the creative imagination as a form of knowledge   

 
Understanding and respecting the diversity and interdependence of the world’s peoples and cultures  
 

- Articulates and evaluates the literary and artistic contributions of individuals from groups 
with which one identifies   

- Articulates and evaluates the cultural contributions of individuals from groups other than 
one’s own; recognizes and evaluates stereotypes  

- Identifies examples of ethnocentrism, oppression, and dominant group privilege  
- Relates personal experiences that have led to embracing diversity  

 
See Literature and Humanities Learning Outcomes Handout for further information. 
 
 
Other Course and College Policies  

1. Save all course work until you have received the end of the semester grade for this class. You 
are responsible for organizing and saving all class work. Electronic copies of your work are 
your responsibility; if they are lost, you will have to reproduce them for class credit.  

2. In accordance with JCC’s policy, a grade of incomplete is only issued to student who have 
demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time of an 
extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation validating 
the circumstance may be required.  

3. Academic Honesty Policy: JCC has an academic honesty policy which will be adhered to 
in this class. In essence, the policy required that all work must be done by the student whose 
name it bears. Plagiarism, which is the submission of another’s writing either directly copied 
or paraphrased, can result in a failing grade and can be grounds for removal from class. 
Plagiarism is considered cheating and clear cases of plagiarism will be reported to the Office 
of the Academic Dean. All work must be your own original scholarship. You may not hand 
in previously written essays nor may you submit any work not authored by yourself. 
Plagiarized work will receive a 0.0 
Note: It is always your responsibility to talk directly with your instructor about 
matters relating to attendance and work  
 



****Attendance Policy***: Your engagement with the course will be “taken” based on your log-
on activity and the completion of your assignments. If you fail to log in by Friday Nov. 13, I will 
mark you as “never attended” and you might be dropped from the course.  
 
Email Etiquette: I realize that email is a really “old school” and outdated form of communication. 
Alas, it is the ONLY way that I have to get in touch with you. Please check your email daily. If you 
need to get ahold of me through email, please include some form of salutation (“Hi” and “Sarah,” 
are both good choices), and include your full name at the end of the email. Also, in the “subject 
heading” please put your full name and HUM 131. This will ensure that your email receives my 
timely attention. Finally, this is a professional communication between instructor and student. Make 
sure you address your concerns or questions in a professional manner.  
 
I, generally, do not open my Jackson Email after 8PM on weekdays and I check it once on Saturdays 
and Sunday mornings. Keep this in mind and plan accordingly.  
 
What to expect from this course:  
 
 This is a fully-online course with no virtual meetings. Each week, you will have 1-2 textbook 
 chapters to read, a documentary episode to watch (Mankind: The Story of All of Us) and 
 powerpoint and videolectures to watch and take notes on. You also have a Weekly Response 
 Assignment due for Weeks 1-3.  
 
 Here is the instructor recommended work schedule for this course for a typical week.  
 
MONDAY-TUESDAY-Read your textbook AND TAKE NOTES!  We will focus primary on art 
in this course. You, for the most part, do not need to be hyperfocused on dates. However, you 
need to be able to demonstrate your knowledge through being able to summarize key 
historical and cultural developments for each of our units and connect those to artistic 
developments.  
 
WEDNESDAY-Go through the powerpoint lecture on your own, paying careful attention to the 
artistic movements, trends, and qualities for each of the units we cover. Again, taking notes and 
putting things in your own words will be super beneficial to you.  
 
Also, make sure to watch (and even re-watch) my “Real Talk” videos. These will cover the focus of 
this week’s material and bridge the artistic movements and with cultural history and developments. 
These videos will also have a section toward the end where I help you think about the specific 
trends in art for each of our units. I will build in time for you to practice thinking on your own—
Asking questions and giving you time to analyze and think of a response. This may sound weird, but 
you will not pass this class without being to talk-through these artistic concepts and patterns in your 
own words. These “Real Talk” videos, will provide you great insight about what will be on the final 
exam for this course.  
 
THURSDAY-Begin your research for your Weekly Response Assignment (Description in next 
section). Each week you will need to do independent research to find an artwork from the culture 
we are studying that week in class—it cannot be a piece of art covered in the textbook. You should 
also begin drafting your Weekly Response Assignment.  
 



FRIDAY-Finish your Weekly Response Assignment. Make sure that you are analyzing the artwork 
you found using and applying several of the artistic terms we used in our discussion of art this week 
to explain how the piece of art is similar to others that we looked at in class/in the textbook. 
 
 
 
 
 
Assignments and Grading 
 
You will be responsible for completing the assessment portions of this course in their entirety.  
 

1. Weekly Responses: These are short assignments that are driven by your own interests in 
what we covered this week. You will find a piece of artwork from the period, era, we are 
covering each week (it cannot be from the textbook). You will then analyze the artwork 
using and applying the terms to explain how the piece of art is similar to others that we 
looked at in class/in the textbook. You can find these images via google, but they need to be 
from reputable websites (museum websites preferred!) These responses will be due Saturdays 
at 11:59 PM to JetNET.  

2. Final Exam Preparation Assignment: Week Four of this course will be devoted to the 
preparation for the final take-home exam. You will have a required assignment that will help 
you practice and compile the information you need to be able to do well on the final exam.  

3. Final: You will complete a take-home final exam that will be comprised of several shorter 
answer questions and two larger essay questions 

 
Grading Breakdown 
 
Weekly Responses: 50% 
Final Exam Preparation Assignment: 15% 
Final: 35% 
 
Grading Scale  
 

3.0  100-93 
3.5       92-85 
3.0       84-80 
2.5                  79-75 
2.0      74-70 
1.5      69-65 

      1.0                 64-60 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Schedule on Next Page) 



Schedule for Fall 2020 (Subject to Change) 
Assignments that are due 
 
Week 1 (11/11- 11/15) The Art of Ancient Egypt and Greece   
   
 Remember: 
 -Read Textbook Chapters (this is an overview of important material, but focus on artistic 
 movements, qualities, trends) 
 -View and Take Notes on Powerpoint and Real Talk Lectures (Make sure you can 
 comfortably put things in your own words!) 
 -Write an email to the instructor about who you are, how you feel about the class thus far 
 (any concerns, etc), and anything else you think I should know. Complete this by NOON 
 Friday 11/13. 

 -Weekly Response 1 due to JetNet 11/15 at 11:59 PM 
 

Week 2 (11/16—11/21) Art in Rome 
 
 Remember: 
 -Read Textbook Chapters (this is an overview of important material, but focus on artistic 
 movements, qualities, trends) 
 -View and Take Notes on Powerpoint and Real Talk Lectures (Make sure you can 
 comfortably put things in your own words!) 
 -Weekly Response 2 due to JetNet 11/22 at 11:59 PM 
  
Read-ahead and compile/draft one of your final exam essays-If you do this and email it to me 
by 11/30 I will give you extra credit. This is optional, but highly, highly recommended.  
  
  
Week 3 (11/30—12/5) Christianity, The Renaissance, and The Emergence of “the Artist”  
  
 Remember: 
 -Read Textbook Chapters (this is an overview of important material, but focus on artistic 
 movements, qualities, trends) 
 -View and Take Notes on Powerpoint and Real Talk Lectures (Make sure you can 
 comfortably put things in your own words!) 
 -Weekly Writing Response 3 due to JetNet 12/6 at 11:59 PM** 
  
 
 
Week 4 (12/7-12/12) Final Exam Preparation Week  
 -Complete Final Exam Preparation Assignment by 12/13 at 11:59 PM.  
 Final Take-Home Exam will open 12/10 at NOON.  
  
    
 
Week 5 (12/14-12/19) FINAL EXAM WEEK 
 FINAL EXAM DUE 12/19 AT NOON. 
   


