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Number of Credits: 3 

Day Class Meets: M 

Instructor: Scott Cress 

 

Meeting Times: 6-8:54 PM 

Contact Email: cressscottt@jccmi.edu 

 

 

 

*Important Note: This course was transitioned to a correspondence format 
approximately seven weeks into the semester. Students were instructed to 
complete readings and assignments as an independent study, with the possibility 
that there could be a physical meeting to conclude the course. This occurred due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020. This syllabus identifies which readings were 
completed as correspondence. The course schedule follows a suggested path 
through the material. 

 

Course Description 

Humanities 131 Cultural Connections: This interdisciplinary course examines 
contemporary issues, their human and technological components, and their historical 
precedents through art, music, literature, and philosophy.  

Prerequisite(s) 
ENG 085* and ENG 090* 



Course Goals 
During this semester, students will focus on and learn how to ‘read’ the creative 
expressions that stem from human beings as they describe the world in which they—and 
we—live. 

The Classroom Experience:  This class is designed as an interactive classroom 
experience—not an independent study. The pace is fast and steady. Expect to spend at 
least 5-6 hours a week on this class. This time includes an expectation that you will read 
weekly assignments in a timely manner, keep up-to-date with projects, and participate in 
discussions. 

Course Structure: In this fifteen week course, units are delivered each week. Each unit 
contains reading, journal writing, discussion, lecture, and a quiz. There are two in-class 
essay exams and a final project, for which you want to start planning right away. 

Reading Literature: The pieces selected for this course, especially the readings from 
various cultures and centuries can sometimes be difficult; they may even seem like a 
foreign language to you. However, in their original forms (or even in a good translation) 
these pieces give us a flavor of the times in which they were created. They should also 
make you aware of how your current exposures to language influence the way you 
understand your world. Activities provided will help you understand and appreciate 
diverse literature and its cultural contexts. 

Visual Images: We spend time with visual images. Consider the color plates, videos, 
panoramas, and slides to be as important as the written materials. Look at images 
carefully, read about them, and discuss them. As you spend time with the art, engage the 
tools supplied in the course for viewing art, you will develop your ability to analyze and 
understand art and its cultural contexts.  

Quizzes and Tests: Several units will include a quiz covering significant content. There will 
be two in-class essay exams. The first will ask you to answer the questions - How have 
different cultures assessed and understood beauty? How do you understand and assess 
beauty?  Students will compose this essay in class. Answers are expected to reference 
course material. The second essay asks you to analyze Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart 
in light of Yeats’ poem “The Second Coming” . More information will be provided 
concerning this essay later during the semester. The reading guide for the novel must be 
submitted with the second essay exam. *Some of these quizzes and the second essay 
exam were completed independently. 

Journals and Lesson Plans: Throughout the semester, students will be required to write 
journal entries responding to provided journal prompts. Students will also be required to 
create two “lesson plans” to share with their peers over chapters not covered by course 
lectures. * These lesson plan assignments were completed independently. If a physical 
meeting is possible, the students will share the lessons with one another in small groups. 



Cultural Analysis Project: This project represents 25% of the final grade. It is a three-page 
paper connecting a work of art to its historical and cultural context. Instructions will be 
provided throughout the semester. 

Academic Skills: 

● Reading: assigned readings are college-level and assume learner has basic study 
skills, comprehension levels, and the ability to apply what has been read to course 
assignments and activities.  

● Writing: Standard English grammar and structures, along with knowledge of basic 
essay formatting, are required for all formal and informal writing assignments. 
Ability to write a focused informal essay of at least 250 words. Ability to write a 
formal essay of at least three pages.  

● Research: Basic research skills include the ability to identify credible sources, the 
ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote sourced material, and the ability to cite 
and document sourced materials following current Modern Language Association 
rules. 

● Critical Thinking: Assignments and activities require the ability to observe, analyze, 
interpret, reflect, evaluate, infer, and explain. 

● Study Skills: Learners need to be able to focus on academic tasks, take in and retain 
new information, take notes, and organize information.  

● Participation: Students will thoughtfully engage course activities and discussions; 
participation should reflect reading comprehension, critical thinking, preparation, 
and study skills.   

● Respect and Responsibility: Self-regulation and respect for others are 
non-negotiable requirements in this class.  

Course Objectives 
The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes (GEOs) established 
by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year 
colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve. GEOs guarantee 
students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in 
many certification programs. The GEOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the 
following: 

● GEO 6: Understand aesthetic experience and artistic creativity. Learners will 
demonstrate core competency in the following areas: 

o  Explaining historical, cultural, and social context of selected works of 
Western and Non-Western art, music, literature. Measures:  Quizzes,  Course 
Discussions and Cultural Analysis Project; In-class exams 

o Applying methods of analysis and interpretation, using discipline-specific 
language. Measures: Course Discussions, Activities, Quizzes, In-class exams. 

o Initiating and sustaining a discussion of the creative contexts within which 
artists and authors work.  Measures: Course Discussions and Activities 



o Articulating personal critique of artistic works based on aesthetic 
standards. Measures: Cultural Analysis Project, Course Activities, In-class 
exams 

o Approaching works of creative expression with openness and interest; 
appreciating the world of creative imagination as a form of 
knowledge. Measures: Cultural Analysis Project and Course Activities 

● GEO 7: Understand and respect the diversity and interdependence of the world’s 
peoples and cultures. Learners will demonstrate core competency in the following 
areas: 

o Articulating and evaluating literary and artistic contributions of individuals 
from groups with which they identify. Measures: Course Discussions, 
Activities, and Quizzes. 

o Articulating and evaluating the cultural contributions of individuals from 
groups other than one's own, recognizing and evaluating 
stereotypes. Measures: Course Discussions, Activities, and Quizzes. 

o Identifying examples of ethnocentrism, oppression, and dominant group 
privilege; challenging barriers to understanding diversity; articulating 
benefits of interacting with individuals from groups other than one's 
own.  Measures: Course Discussions, Activities, and Quizzes. 

o Relating personal experiences that have led to embracing 
diversity. Measures: Course Discussions and Activities. 

Textbooks : 
 

Handbook for the Humanities. Publisher: Pearson 

Things Fall Apart, Author: Chinua Achebe. Publisher: Anchor. ISBN-10: 0385474547 

 

Extras 
Please bring paper and a pen or pencil to each class meeting. 

Grading Procedure 
 

Class Participation - 5% (You must participate in activities and discussions. This includes completion of a 
reading guide for Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.) 

Journal Writings - 10% (Grade involves both writing and presentation. 5 total.) 

Lesson plans - 10% (Create two “lesson plans” to share with other students. 2 total.) 

Quizzes - 30% (You will be permitted to drop the lowest quiz grade.8 total.) 



In-class essays - 20% (Detailed Instructions will be provided for each exam. 2 total. A reading guide is to 
be submitted with the second essay exam.) 

Cultural Analysis Project - 25% (Instructions will be provided during the semester.) 

 

Grading Scale 
 
GPA GRADE RANGE 
4.0 94-100% 
3.5 89-93% 
3.0 84-88% 
2.5 78-83% 
2.0 72-77% 
1.5 66-71% 
1.0 60-65% 
0.5 55-59% 
0.0 0-54% 
 

Academic Honesty Policy 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 
not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

● Submitting other's work as your own 
● Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation 
● Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 
Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

● Plagiarizing in any form 
● Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 
● Copying 
● Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 
● Altering graded work 
● Falsifying data 



● Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 
● Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Course Management 
College Policies  

Withdraw: After the add/drop period, a student may withdraw from a course in accordance with 
the dates published by the college. Talk to your student navigator if you need to drop! 

Instructor Withdrawal of Student. Per college policy, instructors are required to remove students 
who are not active in the course for a period that equates with approximately five contact hours. 
When a learner is removed from the course, reinstatement is not likely but may be possible after 
discussion with the instructor. 

Incomplete Policy: In accordance with JCC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to 
students who have demonstrated good standing in the class and have a passing grade at the time 
of an extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation validating 
the circumstance may be required.  

Academic Honesty Policy: JC has an academic honesty policy, which will be adhered to in this 
class. In essence, the policy requires that all work must be done by the student whose name it 
bears. Self-plagiarism, otherwise known as recycling a paper or work from another course is also 
punishable with a failing grade. Students must submit valid evidence of writing process for each 
assigned formal essay. Cases of plagiarism are dealt with by the instructor on an individual basis; 
the instructor will make decisions regarding the student's ability to correct the problem. All cases 
of plagiarism are reported to the Office of the Academic Dean.  

Makeup Policy 
There will be no makeup work in this class. The instructor understands, however, that there are 
sometimes extreme circumstances which merit special attention. 

Help 
Though this course does not take place in a traditional campus setting, each student is a Jackson 
College student entitled to the amazing resources of our institution. Please speak with your 
instructor if you are interested in resources for help with writing and research available through 
JC. 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the 
semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort 
to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the 
semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. 



Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester. Talk to your student 
navigator if you need accomodations! 

Calendar 
Calendar timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be changed. The quiz and the 
journal writing assignment for each unit are always due at the beginning of the following class. 

 

WEEK # DATE TOPIC 
   
1 1/27 Introduction, Worldviews, Greece 
2 2/3 Rome 
3 2/10 Judaism, Christianity 
4 2/17 Islam 
5 2/24 The Middle Ages 
6 3/2 Southern Renaissance 

7 3/9 Beauty Essay, Cultural Analysis 
Project Overview 

8 3/16 Northern Renaissance 
9 3/23 Enlightenment (Independent) 
10 3/30 Achebe & Yeats (Independent) 

11 4/6 Things Fall Apart Essay; Cultural 
Analysis Project Check-In 

12 4/13 Late Nineteenth Century (Ind.) 
13 4/20 Early Twentieth Century (Ind.) 

14 4/27 
The Contemporary Era (Ind.) 
Cultural Analysis Project Due 

15 5/4 Class Presentations 
 

Important Dates:  
 
DATE EVENT 
  
3/9 Beauty In-Class Essay 
4/6 Things Fall Apart Essay 
4/27 Submit Cultural Analysis Project 
5/4 All quizzes, journals, and lesson plans must be completed. 
 



Attendance Policy 
 

Your instructor will notify administrative personnel in a timely manner if you cease class activity. You are 
not permitted to miss class (but your instructor knows that there are sometimes unusual situations). 

Caveat 
 

Some revisions to this syllabus may be necessary during the course. Class will be canceled on days in 
which either Jackson College is closed or in which the Gus Harrison staff deem cancelation necessary. 
*Substantial revisions were made to reflect the pandemic situation. 


