
  

Course Name 
EDU 232 The Exceptional Child 
Winter Semester, 2020 

Number of Credits: 3 credits 

Days Class Meets: Tuesday Evenings 

Meeting Times: 6PM-8:54PM and online 

Location: Jackson College Central Campus, 
Bert Walker Hall, Room 205 

Instructor: Kerry M. Beal 

Office:  

Contact Phone: 989-330-7070, call or text 

Contact Email: bealkerrym@jccmi.edu 

Office Hours: office hours before class on 
Tuesdays and by appointment 

Online:  JetNet 

Course Description 
This survey course introduces the learner to exceptional children from Pre-kindergarten through 

adolescence. Characteristics, educational considerations and implications for educators and 

parents are a sample of the topics addressed. Developmental factors and the role of families in 

education and intervention, appropriate practices, culturally competent professional behavior, and 

collaborative interpersonal and inter-professional actions are included. The course includes 

historical and organizational factors, laws, and implications of all areas of exceptionality that govern 

special education. A minimum of five hours of approved literacy field service is required.

Prerequisite(s) 
ENG 085* and ENG 131 - Must be completed prior to taking this course 

Course Goals 
Students will explore the multifaceted needs of students, especially those with special needs.  
Relationships, instructional practice, behavioral interventions, and more will be examined.  Parent, 
college, and adult to student communication strategies and legal regulations will be covered.  Students 
are expected to participate in reading the assigned text material, completing written responses, 
demonstrating understanding and learning through quizzes and tests, participate in case studies with 
analyzation and broad vision of the impact of decisions and communication.  There will be a final 
interview with the instructor.  This course is a hybrid of both face to face classes and online participation 
and responses.   



  

Course Objectives 

Students in this course will understand: 

• Promoting Child Development and Learning 

• Building Family and Community Relationships 

• Observing, Documenting, Assessing Support Needs and Implementation for Young Children and 
Families 

• Use of Developmentally Effective Supports and Approaches 

Textbook 

• The Exceptional Child, author Eileen K. Allen

Copyright 2014

8th Edition

ISBN-13:  97812854323 

This textbook is available to purchase via Cengage or through the Jackson College Bookstore.

Open Educational Resources (OERs) to be assigned throughout the course. 

Extras 
You will need a device to complete and participate in work for the class online. 

You should bring a device to class to use for case studies and research for discussions. 

Grading Procedure 

Total points will be used for final grades. (subject to change) 

Case Studies,    10 points each (both in class and online) 

Quizzes,   10 points each 

Class Discussion, 10 points each both online and in class 

Class participation,  10 points each (for both online and face-to-face) 

Tests,   50 points each 



  

Online coursework,  20  points (for each week) 

Class (group) Presentation,  50 points  

Final Interview,   50 points 

Grading Scale  

Failure 
Cheating, plagiarism, non-participation, and failure to demonstrate competency of understanding people 
with different needs will result in in a failing grade in this course.  Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 
not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 
adequate documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 
acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 
Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

GPA GRADE RANGE

4.0 94-100%

3.5 89-93%

3.0 84-88%

2.5 78-83%

2.0 72-77%

1.5 66-71%

1.0 60-65%

0.5 55-59%

0.0 0-54%



  

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Course Management 
Please let me know if you have documented needs for supports in this classroom.  You must follow the 
schedule of Jackson College for Withdrawl from the class.  If you are auditing this class, you must follow 
Jackson College policy for auditing.  

Makeup Policy 
You will need to contact me if you need to makeup work or assessments for this class.  

Additional Help: 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester 
in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate 
accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may 
delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do 
not automatically carry over to the next semester. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/ 

Calendar 
A partial or complete list of dates or class periods for the course. Within the calendar on specific days are: 
Assignments, readings, homework, exercised, performances, quizzes, topics, subject matter, skills, 
chapter titles, discussion topics, tests, comprehensive exams, due dates for major papers or 
performances. Add or remove columns as necessary to suit your course. 

*Also include a statement that calendar timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be 
changed. 

WEEK # DATE TOPIC HOMEWORK

1 January 14
Introduction, Inclusion, 
Legislation, Programs

Section 1 in the text and 
assigned tasks in JetNet

2 January 21
Child Development, 
Development Disabilities, 
Learning and Behavior 

Section 2, chapters 4, 5, and 8 

See assignments in JetNet

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


  

Student Responsibilities 
Requirements beyond scheduled classes or laboratories, e.g., clinicals, extra credit assignments, TBA 
sessions, field placement, special project instructions, contract learning conditions, study hours required 
outside class, unscheduled class meetings, attendance at concerts or other required events. 

Attendance Policy 

For face-to-face and hybrid sections: 
In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will 

be taking and submitting attendance every day of class to assure compliance with college 

policy and federal regulations.  Missing class may result in you being withdrawn from the 

3 January 28

Sensory Impairment-Hearing 
and Vision, Physical Disabilities 
and Health Problems, Section 
Wrap Up

Section 2, chapters  6, 7, and 
Section Wrap Up

4 February 4

Family Partnerships, 
Assessment and Processes, 
Effective Educators and 
Instructional Practices

Section 3, chapters 9, 10, 11 
and Section Wrap Up 

See assignments in JetNet

5 February 11

Developmental-Behavioral 
Approach, The Learning 
Environment, Facilitating 
Student Self Advocating and 
Adaption for Independence, 
Facilitating Social Development

Section 4, chapters 12, 13, 14, 
and  15 

See assignments in JetNet

6 February 18

Facilitating Communication, 
Facilitating Academic and 
Cognitive Learning, Managing 
Challenging Behaviors, Planning 
Transitions and Supports

Section 4, chapters 16, 17, 18 
and 19, as well as Section 
Wrap Up 

Schedule Final Interviews

7 February 25
Putting it all together, Interview 
and Final Assessment Prep

See assignments in JetNet, 
Final Interviews

8 By March 1
Final Assessment and Final 
Interviews

Final Assessment and Final 
Interviews



  

course. Being withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic 
eligibility, and housing status. As a college student you are responsible for how your class 

attendance and participation may impact your academic progress; the accountability lies with 

you. 

If you are ill, please contact me BEFORE CLASS if you will miss class. 

You have chosen a 7 week course and therefore chosen to do the work of a 15 week course in 

an abbreviated timeframe.  Be ready to move at a fast pace and to be self directed to work 

on your own. 

Caveat 

Some revisions may be needed or made during this course.  School closings are determined by Jackson 
College administration and will be communicated from the college.  If I am ill, I will post in JetNet and 
email the group. 


