
Minorities in America 

HIS 211 

Winter 2020 
 

Number of Course Credits: 3 

Days Class Meets: Thursday 

Meeting Times: 4:30-5:52 PM (plus 1.5 hours a week online) 

Location:  Room 17 

  

Instructor: Everett Henes 

Contact Email: everetthenesa01@jccmi.edu 

Office Hours: Before and after class 

  

Course Description:  

The history of immigration and dominant-minority relations in contemporary American 

society. Attention to specific ethnic, religious, and racial minorities in terms of prejudice, 

discrimination and the historical backdrop that informs today’s reality. 

 

Prerequisite(s):  

ENG 085 and ENG 090 

 

Course Objectives: 

General Education Outcome 

The primary General Education Outcome for this course is GEO 7:  Understand and respect 

the diversity and interdependence of the world’s peoples and cultures. 

 

To achieve this objective, the student will: 

 

Outcome The Student 

Knowledge of and regard 

for groups with which 

one identifies 

Identifies characteristics, values, and hallmarks of the 

groups to which one belongs. 

Knowledge of and regard 

for individuals from 

groups other than one’s 

own 

Identifies characteristics, values, and hallmarks of 

groups other than one’s own. 

 

Articulates benefits of interacting with individuals 

from groups other than one’s own. 

Knowledge of the 

importance of diversity 

Defines various institutional systems and personal 

barriers that inhibit diversity such as racism, sexism, 

classism, ethnocentrism, privilege, etc… 

Classifies behaviors and structures that promote 

diversity and encourage global thinking. 

 

Recognizes the ways in which, historically, cultures 

have mutually informed and enriched each other. 

Cultural Sensitivity Utilizes vocabulary, behaviors, and practices that are 

culturally appropriate. 
 

mailto:everetthenesa01@jccmi.edu


 

Textbook:   Vincent N. Parrillo.  Strangers to These Shores.  

Edition: 12th  

ISBN: 9780134737638 

Copyright Year: 2019 

Publisher: Pearson 

 

This text is available in a digital format from the book store. 

 

Student Requirements: 

1. Read the textbook chapter at least twice. The first time scan the chapter topics reading the 

major points, and then the second time, concentrate on trying to understand the information, 

which will require asking yourself questions about what you are reading.  

2. Review the outlines and/or power points for each chapter 

3. Answer focus/discussion questions. 

4. Participate in class discussion. 

5. Take the quizzes/examinations. 

6. Submit the written assignments. 

 

To achieve success for this class you must study outside of class.  Reading should be done 

before arrival to class.  It's important that you take notes while you are reading. If you have a 

question about something you've read, write it down. Go back through the material and find 

the answer. You might even have questions about concepts in the chapters that aren't answered 

to your satisfaction. Bring those questions to class for discussion. 

 

Course Class Behavior:  

• Be considerate.  

• Do not talk out of turn.  

• No cell phone use is permitted during class unless sanctioned/pre-arranged.  

• Students should plan to remain seated until the end of lectures or films unless pre-arranged; 

leaving early disrupts other students. Students observed leaving classes before the end of films, 

lectures or class discussions will lose 50% of their participation grade.  

• Do not sleep in class.  

 

We are all adults, let’s behave as such. Students do not need permission to excuse themselves 

from class for restroom breaks. Nor do students need permission to leave the classroom if they 

have issues or problems requiring their immediate input. Class attendance is required and 

crucial. Students cannot pass the class without regular attendance. If you know you will not be 

attending or have missed a class, please notify the instructor.  

 

Grading Procedure: 

Grades will be calculated from total points earned out of points possible.  

 

Written papers: Most weeks there will be a written paper worth 20 points. Many of these will 

be responses to readings or opinion papers. All MUST be written using complete sentences 

and thoughts.  Written Paper assignments will be posted on JetNet and can be submitted via 

JetNet, email or in class.  

 

Quizzes: There will be a reading quiz each class worth 10 points each. You will have 30 

minutes to complete quiz once it is opened.  

 



Discussion Essay ONLINE: This semester you will be asked to log onto the discussion board 

and write a mini-essay (approximately one page of single-spaced text). A topic will be 

assigned to you and you will have one week to write an essay and reply to the postings your 

peers have made. Please have your essay posted by March 7th and responses by March 21st. 

 

Just a quick note on writing: as I mention so often in class, everyone has an opinion but far 

fewer have an actual position. If you have an opinion and are searching for a position then you 

need evidence, research and reasoned arguments (personal anecdotes, stories and experiences 

are not enough - they can be used to illustrate a point but not MAKE the point). Maybe you 

don't have a position yet but you have questions - that is good too. In short, this forum is set up 

to encourage thoughtful and insightful conversation - academic conversation. As the semester 

progresses I will offer input on how it is all progressing and give you pointers if needed. For 

starters, however, please visit the document titled “Tips for Discussion Essay Assignments” 

This should give you a sense of what on-line participation is all about.  From there, be sure to 

check your email in JetNet as that is where I will leave you follow up messages/feedback 

regarding your progress.  

 

All discussion board responses are due by the date and time indicated on the course calendar. 

Grades will be levied on a student’s initial post as well as the quality of his/her responses to 

classmates’ posts). Assignments posted past the due date will not be counted (dates listed 

below).  

 

Course Participation: This includes general class participation during lectures and involvement 

with the group when we break down into small group activities. Attendance each week is 

mandatory. Any student missing more than 3 classes will be dropped. 

 

Immigration Essay: You will research an immigrant group to Jackson or Michigan as a whole.  

This is explained in more detail in an additional paper located on JetNet.  

 

Grading Scale: 

Students can accumulate 650 points:  

120 from Quizzes 

180 from Reflection Papers 

100 from Discussion Essay ONLINE 

150 from Participation 

100 from Immigration Essay 

 

4.0 = 90-100 

3.5 = 85-89 

3.0 = 80-84 

2.5 = 75-79 

2.0 = 70-74 

1.5 = 65-69 

1.0   = 60-64 

0.5 = 55-59 

0.0 = 0-54 
 

 

 

 

 



Academic Honesty Policy: 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own 

work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own  

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources  without 

adequate documentation  

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work 

 without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-

 plagiarism)  

 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without 

authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

•  Plagiarizing in any form  

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization  

• Copying  

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others  

• Altering graded work  

• Falsifying data  

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical  

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others  

 

Course Management:  Students may log into their JetNet account to view an updated 

syllabus, check their grade, view current assignments, and access course learning resources.   

 

 

Help: 

Available learning services or opportunities for students seeking help with their course work. 

May include information about tutors, learning centers, reserved library materials, open labs, 

counseling services. 

 

Student Accommodations:  

Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are 

encouraged to contact the office of Learning Support Services at 787-0800, extension 

8270/8553 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a 

timely fashion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar: 

*Please note that calendar timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be 

changed. 

Week  Date Studying/Chapter Readings Exams, discussions and written 

assignments due 

1 1/16 Overview of Class and 

Expectations 

What is a Minority Group? 

Review of sociological 

perspectives will appear 

throughout your coursework 

this semester, migrant groups 

covered and reflection paper 

on our own backgrounds. 

 

Read Pages 2-3 and 19-22 

 

 

 

 

2 1/23 Chapter 5: Northern and 

Western Europeans 

Reflection Paper  

Reading Quiz over  

Chapter 5 due 01/22 

 

3 1/30 Chapter 6: South, Central and 

Eastern Europeans 

Reading Quiz over Chapter 6 due 

January 29 

4 

No Class 

2/6  This is a research week for you to 

complete your Family 

Immigration Project. 

5 2/13 Chapter 7: Native Americans Reading Quiz over Chapter 7 

February 12 

 

Discussion Essay ONLINE due 

February 13th 

 

6 2/20 Chapter 8: Asian Americans  

 

 

Responses to other Discussion 

Essays due by February 19 

Reflection Paper due Feb 20 

 

7 2/27 Chapter 9: Middle Eastern 

and North African Americans 

Reading Quiz over Chapters 8 & 

9 due Feb 26th 

8 3/5 Chapter 10: Black Americans Reflection Paper 

Reading Quiz over Chapter 10 

due March 4th 

Spring 

Break 

3/9-

15 

  



9 3/19 Chapter 11: Hispanic 

Americans 

Reflection Paper 

Reading Quiz over Chapter 11 

due March 18 

10 3/26  Chapter 12: Religious 

Minorities 

Reflection Paper 

Reading Quiz over Chapter 12 

due March 25th 

11 4/2 Chapter 2: Culture and Social 

Structure 

Reflection Paper 

Reading Quiz over Chapter 2 due 

April 1st 

12 4/9 Chapter 3: Prejudice and 

Discrimination 

 

Reflection Paper 

Reading Quiz over Chapter 3 due 

April 8th  

13 4/16 

 

Chapter 4: Intergroup 

Relations 

Reflection Paper 

Reading Quiz over Chapter 4 due 

April 15th  

14 4/23 Chapter 15: The Ever-

Changing Mosaic 

Reflection Paper 

Reading Quiz over Chapter 15 

due April 22nd 

15 4/30  Final Immigrant Project Due by 6 

PM. Late projects will be docked 

half a letter grade a day. 
 

 


