
History of the United States from the Civil War 

HIS 232.81 

Winter 2020 
 

Number of Course Credits: 3 

Class Meets:  Mondays & Wednesdays 

Meeting Times: 10:15-11:38 am 

Location: Clyde LeTarte Center,  

Instructor: Everett Henes 

Contact Email: HenesEverettA01@jccmi.edu 

Office Hours: I have time before and after class each day we meet and by special appointment.  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

American History 232 is a one-semester college-level course.  This class puts into perspective 

the major economic, political, diplomatic, religious, and social developments impacting the 

United States from 1865 into the final decade of the twentieth century. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

History 232 is an introductory level course that provides insight into the growth and development 

of the United States from the Civil War. The course treats the politics, religion, economics, 

science, and philosophy through most of the twentieth century.  Emphasis is placed on analyzing 

the historical events of the United States and gaining perspective on their relationship to the 

present. 

 

You will be expected to devote considerable time to the reading and written assignments, 

observe the time lines incorporated in the syllabus and other course documents, and maintain 

civility and decorum in all communication with the instructor and students in the class.  All work 

turned in for credit must be your own.   

 

The principal course objectives include comprehension of the events of American history 

through the end of the twentieth century, the critical and analytical evaluation of those events, 

and the improvement of writing skills as a tool to express ideas. Your written work must be in 

your own words. 

 

COURSE GOALS 

 

1.  We will study history as a process through which our society and our country came to be as it 

is today. Our nation in 2019 is the product of a complex past, and a fuller understanding of that 

past will give us greater insight and perspective into the problems that challenge us. 

 

2. To challenge you to develop your critical reading and writing skills. We will introduce you to 

sets of complex historical problems and ask you to order, assess, analyze and conceptualize the 



material in order to gain greater understanding of the particular problem with all of its 

ramifications. 

 

The General Education Outcome for this course is: 

GEO 5: Understanding human behavior and social systems, and the principles which govern 

them.  

To achieve this outcome students will learn to: 

• Recognize factors that determine and govern human behavior. Acknowledge the 

interaction of personal and social factors. 

• Articulate the methods of analysis and interpretation used by behavioral sciences. 

• Begin to use appropriate terms and concepts. 

• When prompted, engage in discussion of the relevant issues, reflecting knowledge of 

behavior and systems. 

• Identify the critical assumptions involved in behavioral science research and the 

limitations of each research method. 

• Identify at least two social systems designed to regulate human behavior and the 

limitations of each. 

 

Required Texts: “America, A Narrative History”, by George Brown Tindall and David Emory 

Shi, Brief 10th Edition, Norton, Volume 2 

 

Text Book Zero - The textbook is available in a digital format and may be purchased in the 

bookstore. 

 

HIS 231/232 Course Key: MTPQ-R87N-SHMH | useable at www.GetEnrolled.com 

www.cengage.com/student-training/mindtap/not-integrated/ia-no/ 

This site has a registration video you can watch | step-by-step written instructions | download the 

Cengage Mobile App | and access to Tech Support. 

 

Student Requirements: 

1. Read the textbook chapter at least twice. The first time scan the chapter topics reading 

 the major points, and then the second time, concentrate on trying to understand the 

 information, which will require asking yourself questions about what you are reading.  

2. Review the outlines and/or power points for each chapter 

3. Answer focus/discussion questions. 

4. Participate in class discussion. 

5. Take the quizzes/examinations. 

6. Submit the written assignments. 

 

To achieve success for this class you must study outside of class.  Reading should be done 

before arrival to class.  It's important that you take notes while you are reading. If you have a 

question about something you've read, write it down. Go back through the material and find the 

answer. You might even have questions about concepts in the chapters that aren't answered to 

your satisfaction. Bring those questions to class for discussion. 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.getenrolled.com/__;!!MXVguWEtGgZw!by7EDYe9wnyzy_6aY-Kt4WbUXSce7tHemtorbu7LbZ3gAcG1CkNR1SY3t01jeRmdSuBsgLc$
http://www.cengage.com/student-training/mindtap/not-integrated/ia-no/


Course Class Behavior:  

• Be considerate.  

• Do not talk out of turn.  

• No cell phone use is permitted during class unless sanctioned/pre-arranged. Class 

participation points will be taken if any student is observed using a cell phone during 

lectures or films. Unless prior approval is obtained, the 1st time a student is observed 

texting, or using their cellular phones for other activities 50% of their class participation 

grade will be forfeited. The 2nd time the same student is observed in class using a 

cellular phone without prior permission they will lose the other 50% of their class 

participation grade. If a student is unable to stop texting or using their phones for other 

activities, they will be asked to leave class for the remainder of the day. Also, any 

students observed in class ‘surfing the net’ on cell phones or laptops, the scenario above 

will apply.  

• Students should plan to remain seated until the end of lectures or films unless pre- 

arranged; leaving early disrupts other students. Students observed leaving classes before 

the end of films, lectures or class discussions will lose 50% of their participation grade.  

• Do not sleep in class.  

 

We are all adults and should behave as such. Students do not need permission to excuse 

themselves from class for restroom breaks. Nor do students need permission to leave the 

classroom if they have issues or problems requiring their immediate input. Class attendance is 

required and crucial. Students cannot pass the class without regular attendance. If you know you 

will not be attending or have missed a class, please notify the instructor.  

 

Make up Policy: 

1. In class discussion and work cannot be made up as it is to be completed as a class.  

2. Any student who missed a test on the day it is given will have the opportunity to make up 

the test within one week of the date it was originally given. The make-up exam will 

consist of a map and essays. It will NOT be the same exam as was given in class.  

3. Writing assignments should be turned in within 2 days of the in-class due date.  

 

Attendance Policy: 

Failure to attend the opening class, or consecutive absences thereafter with no communication to 

the instructor, will result in the instructor issuing a “Quit” status for the student, withdrawing 

them from the course.   

 

Grading Procedure: Grades will be calculated from total points earned on four written papers 

analyzing primary source documents, 3 examinations, and in-class course participation. 

 

Grade Values: 

Participation made up of attendance, reading quizzes, and discussions: 25% 

Primary Source Papers: 30% (10% each) 

Exams: 45% (15% each) 

 



Examinations: There will be 3 tests (“examinations”) derived from lectures, class discussions, 

films and readings. Each test may contain a map, multiple choice questions, matching, short 

answer and essay questions.  

 

Each test is worth 15% of your final grade and will be given on the following days: 

February 12 

April 1 

April 29 

Primary Source Papers: Three analyses of primary source documents. This assignment will be 

discussed more through an additional paper handed out in class and available on JetNet.  

 

Course Participation: This includes general class participation during lectures and involvement 

with the group when we break down into small group activities. There may be quizzes or writing 

assignments as a part of course participation.  

 

My evaluation of your work will be based on your effort and on your abilities demonstrated 

throughout the class. The class calendar, my methods of teaching, the evaluation criteria, could 

change depending on the class effort and direction. 

 

 

Grading Scale:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.0 = 100-90%                 

3.5 = 89-85% 

3.0 = 84-80% 

2.5 = 79-75% 

2.0 = 74-70% 

1.5 = 69-65% 

1.0   = 64-60% 

0.5 = 59-55% 

0.0 = 0-54%

 

 Academic Honesty Policy: 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own 

work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

 

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own  

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources 

 without adequate documentation  

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work 

 without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-

 plagiarism)  

 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  



• Plagiarizing in any form  

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization  

• Copying  

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others  

• Altering graded work  

• Falsifying data  

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical  

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others  

 

Course Management:  Students may log into their JetNet account to view an updated syllabus, 

check their grade, view current assignments, and access course learning resources.   

 

Help: 

Available learning services or opportunities for students seeking help with their course work. 

May include information about tutors, learning centers, reserved library materials, open labs, 

counseling services. 

 

Student Accommodations:  

Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are 

encouraged to contact the office of Learning Support Services at 787-0800, extension 8270/8553 

as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 

 

 

Course Calendar: 

 

January 13 & 15 

• Introduction 

• Syllabus 

• Review of the Civil War & Reconstruction 

• Homework: Read Chapter 17 and Chapter 18 

 

January 20 & 22 

• Topic: Reconstruction Era, 1865-1877; A Transformed Nation, 1865-1900 

• Homework: Primary Source Assignment #1 

• Homework: Read Chapter 19 and Chapter 20 

 

January 27 & 29 

• Topics: Rise of Corporate America and Cities (1865-1920) 

• Homework: Read Chapter 21 and Chapter 22 

 

February 3, 5, & 10 

• Primary Source assignment #1 is due at the beginning of class on the 5th 

• Topics: Progressivism & Becoming a World Power 

• Homework: Study for Test 1  

o A study guide will be provided. 

 

February 12 

• Test #1, covering chapters 17-22 

• Homework: Read Chapter 23 

 

 



February 17 & 19 

• Topic: America and the Great War, 1914-1920 

• Homework: Read Chapter 24 and Chapter 25 

• Homework: Primary Source Assignment #2 

 

February 24 & 26 

• Primary Source Writing Assignment #2 due at the beginning of class on the 26th 

• Topic: The Roaring 20s and The Great Depression 

• Homework: Read Chapter 26 

 

March 2 & 4 

• Topic: World War II 

• Homework: Read Chapter 27 

 

March 9-15, 2020 

• Mid-Semester Break (Spring Break) – no class 

 

March 16 & 18 

• Topic:  The Postwar World 

• Homework: Read Chapter 28 

 

March 23, 25, & 30 

• Topic: From Affluence to Civil Rights 

• Homework: Study for Test 2 

o A study guide will be provided. 

 

April 1 

• Test 2, Covering Chapters 23-28 

• Homework: Read Chapter 29 

 

April 6 & 8 

• Topics: The Unpopular War 

• Homework: Read Chapter 30 

• Homework: Primary Source Assignment #3 

 

April 13 & 15 

• Primary Source assignment #3 is due at the beginning of class on the 15th 

• Topic: Ending the Cold War 

• Homework: Read Chapter 31 and Chapter 32 

 

April 20, 22 & 27 

• Topic: Polarizing Politics and Culture 

• Homework: Study for Test #3 

o A study guide will be provided. 

 

April 29  

• Test #3, focus on chapters 29-31 

 


