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This course provides a natural science approach to those aspects and classifications of 

human behavior which are considered outside the normal range. As our guide for the 

course, we will read Whitbourne & Halgin’s outstanding text, Abnormal Psychology: 

Clinical perspectives on psychological disorders (ninth edition). Text Book Zero! This text 
is available in a digital format. Please see the links posted on our class Jet Net site. This text is 
available to rent or purchase in digital format through the JC Bookstore 

 

It is imperative that you read the chapter(s) before coming to class, so that the lectures, 

discussions, and activities will be meaningful. The text can easily impart information; the 

class sessions deal with how to understand and use the information, and the implications 

of those understandings and applications of the information. 

 

Course Outcomes: Essential goals of the course include the achievement of several 

measurable outcomes defined by the college as vital to the educated individual at the 

degree level. Two such goals are embodied in this course and will be assessed in the 

measures listed below. These two Outcomes are: 

 

• The ability to evaluate, interpret, and analyze information from both written and 

verbal sources (GEO #7, Critical Thinking); and 

• The ability to provide alternative interpretations of specific patterns of human 

behavior, consistent with current research and theories (GEO #5, Understanding 

Human Behavior and Social Systems). 

 

Attendance: You are expected to attend every scheduled class meeting. Your grade will 

be based on your actual performance, not simply attendance. Realistically, you should 

understand that there is a high positive correlation between attendance and grades. If for 

some good reason you cannot attend (illness, accident, ill child, etc.), please call, text, or 

otherwise leave word for the instructor. 
 
In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, 

instructors will take attendance each scheduled meeting time. Students will be 

automatically dropped if, within the first week of class, they do not attend class or do not 

engage in academic activity of an online class. If a student has not engaged in academic 

activity over a two-week timeframe, instructors will input a last date of attendance for that 

student, who will then be administratively withdrawn. 

 

Classroom Expectations: This course is designed in a seminar/discussion format. In 

order to facilitate the best learning possible, each student is asked to comply with the 

following expectations: 

• Only one person will speak at a time, so all can hear clearly. 
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• Cell phones will be turned off or set to vibrate during class meetings. 

• We will speak to each other with respect and civility. 

 

JC Academic Honesty Policy: Academic honesty is expected of all students. It is the 

ethical behavior that includes producing their own work and not representing others’ 

work as their own, either by plagiarism, by cheating, or by helping others to do so. 

(Please see the complete and detailed text of this policy in the student handbook.) 

 

Assistance: Tutors (plus additional services for academic success) can be accessed by 

calling or by stopping by the Center for Student Success. Students requiring special 

assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) should also 

contact the Center for Student Success. This is the first step in acquiring the appropriate 

accommodations to facilitate your learning.    
 

Office Hours:  You are encouraged to consult with the instructor should you have a 

problem with any aspect of the course, or a question you can’t find an answer to. You can 

reach me by email: nunezmariannn@jccmi.edu. My phone number is 517-425-4507. If 

you leave a message requesting a return phone call, please indicate a phone number and 

time at which you can be reached. It you communicate via text, please indicate who you 

are and in which course of mine you attend in your text.  

 

 

Measures of success in this course: To complete the course successfully, you must 

demonstrate both acquisition and understanding of the information contained in the 

course. You are expected to do this in four specific ways: 

  

1. Movie Analysis/Case Study: You will choose a movie from a list provided and 

complete an assessment as diagnosis of a given character. This analysis will include 

background and historical information that supports the diagnosis. You will outline 

which diagnostic criteria are met, and by what by what evidence. You will also 

provide suggested treatment components. This should be typed or neatly written and 

approximately 3 to 5 pages in length. (100 points) 

2. Diagnostic Presentation: You will choose one diagnosis to further explore and 

present to the class. This will consist of an overview of the diagnosis and treatment 

options-research based. A visual aid in the form of a Power Point, Prezi, etc. is 

expected. (90 points) 

3. Final Exam: There will be a final exam on the last day of class consisting of clinical 

presentations. You will use the information provided to make a diagnosis with 

supporting evidence, as well as indicate rule outs of other diagnoses. (100 points) 

4. Class participation: Most class meetings will include structured activities and 

discussions. Your active participation will make learning and remembering the 

technical information much easier. (15 points each x 14 classes= 210 points) 

 

 

mailto:nunezmariannn@jccmi.edu
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Grades: Your final course grade will be determined by summing points from the 

activities detailed above. 

 

 

Grade Pct            Points 

4.0 90             450-500 

3.5 85-89        425-449 

3.0 80-84        400-424 

2.5 75-79        375-399 

2.0 70-74        350-374 

1.5 65-69        325-349 

1.0 60-64        300-324 

.5 55-59        250-299 
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We will use the following schedule to complete the readings and activites. For this 

particular section there are 21 classroom hours and 24 hours on your own. This is a 

combination of outside reading, responses to forums and online discussions. The 

proposed schedule is as follows (subject to change): 

 

Date Chapter Class Focus 

3/16 (1 &4)  First class meeting; Defining abnormal behavior, Theory 

3/18 2&3  Diagnosis/Treatment and Assessment  

Outside work: chapter 15 Ethics (1 hr)  

3/23 5  Neuro developmental Disorders (Childhood Disorders) 

3/25 7  Mood Disorders 

Outside work: Movie and paper (5-7 hrs) 

3/30 8  Anxiety and Trauma Related Disorders 

4/01 12  Substance Related, Addictive Disorders 

Outside work: Begin Diagnostic presentation (8-10 hrs total) 

4/06 10   Feeding, Elimination, Sleep Disorders    

4/08 6 & 9  Schizophrenic Disorders, Psychotic and Dissociative Disorders 

Outside work: Continue Diagnostic presentation- focus on visual component (3-5 hrs) 

4/13 11  Paraphilic, Sexual Disorders, Gender Dysphoria 

4/15 14  Personality Disorders  

Outside work: Finalize Diagnostic Presentation (4-6 hrs) 

4/20 13  Neuro cognitive Disorders 

4/22        Case presentations 

Outside work:  

4/27   Case presentations (if needed) 

4/29   Final Exam 

. 

Note:  The schedule above is subject to change if necessary. 

 
 


