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Physical Geography Laboratory 

GEO 133 PL1 

Winter, 2020 

 

Number of Credits: 2 

Days Class Meets: Thursday 

Meeting Times: 6:00-8:55 pm (R) 

Location: Cotton Regional Corrections 
Facility 

Instructor: Michael Michalek, MS 

Office: N/A 

Contact Phone: N/A 

Contact Email: N/A 

Office Hours: In Class 

Online:  N/A

 

Course Description 

This class serves as the laboratory component for physical geography lecture 
covering topics related to global and surface weather patterns, global climate 
classification, plate tectonics, and biogeography. In this class, students are expected to 
be geographically literate using maps and cartographic representation of the world’s 
continents, oceans, and geographic formations. Students will further develop their 
geographic and geospatial knowledge of the world through scientific exploration and 
understanding of the physical processes testing geographic hypotheses. 

 Co-requisite(s) 

GEO 131 Physical Geography 

Course Objectives 

 Identify the big ideas in scientific discourse as they relate to physical geography.  

 Assimilate information relevant to the natural geological processes that govern the 
natural world.  

 Understand the interconnectedness of the physical and biological world.  

 Identify and understand the factors that dictate global and local weather and climate 
patterns. 

 Interpret landforms and landscapes using topographic information. 

The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes 
(GEOs) established by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These 
goals are in concert with four-year colleges and universities and reflect input from the 
professional communities we serve. GEOs guarantee students achieve goals necessary 
for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in many certification 
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programs. The GEOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the 
following: 

 GEO 4: Scientific Reasoning. Students will be able to design and carry out valid 
experiments to assess a given hypothesis, and to draw appropriate conclusions based 
on the results. 

Textbook 

Lab Text: Applied Physical Geography: Geosystems in the Laboratory, 10th ed., 2017 by 

Charles E Thomsen and Robert W Christopherson, published by Person, ISBN-13: 978-
0134686363 

Grading Procedure 

Your grade will be based on the number of points you accumulate throughout the 
semester. There are 300 possible points in this course. 

 Labs (300 Points): There are fifteen (15) lab assignments in this course. Each 
lab assignment will be worth 20 points. Any student that misses three lab 
assignments will have to repeat the course and will receive a failing grade 
(0.0) for the semester. 

Grading Scale 

 

GPA GRADE RANGE 

4.0 90-100% 

3.5 85-89% 

3.0 80-84% 

2.5 75-79% 

2.0 70-74% 

1.5 65-69% 

1.0 60-64% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 

 

 

Incompletes - Consistent with JC policy, incompletes are granted with instructor permission 
only in situations where a student is passing the course with 90% of the curriculum covered 
and encounters an unusual emergency that prevents them from completing coursework. 
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Attendance Policy 

I expect that you will do your best to attend every class. *Absence does not excuse 
you from work missed. Missing assignments or study time makes it very hard to do well. 
The school has a vested interested in making sure you are attending class. We, as 
instructors, must report your participation on three separate occasions throughout the 
semester.  You will be reported as a V for Verified (meaning you are attending, 
participating and in addition passing), as an H for Help (meaning you are attending and 
participating, but not passing), or as Q for Quit (meaning you are no longer attending 
and/or participating in class).  There are several reasons you may be listed as a Q, 
which I will address in a moment, but it is important to note that once you have been 
dropped from a class by an instructor you cannot be put back into the class without the 
instructor’s signature.  

Possible Reasons for Being Assigned a Q  

• Failure to attend class within the first week 

• Failure to attend class for greater than two (2) sessions                  

• Failure to complete ANY combination of three (3) lab assignments and/or quizzes 

 

These conditions will result in an automatic Q during the next HQV reporting period 
and your dismissal from the course.  If you fail to participate after the final HQV 
reporting period (1 week after midterm) you will not be automatically dropped from the 
course but will receive a grade of 0.0 (E) for failing to participate in the course.  

Student Responsibilities 

Contribute to a courteous learning environment – Our class interactions are 
valuable because science is a social exercise. Please be polite, especially on 
discussion topics, to avoid confusion be positive in all communications. Disrespectful 
behavior will be dealt with summarily focusing on clarity and understanding. 

Study - This is a difficult course that will take significant study time. You will need to use the 
text and other given resources, such as review notes, and do study questions to prep for exams. 
I expect you all to study at least 3 hours outside of class interactions using a variety of methods.  

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own 
work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside 
sources. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

 Submitting other's work as your own 

 Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 
adequate documentation 

 Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 
acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without 
authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

 Plagiarizing in any form 



4 

 Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

 Copying 

 Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

 Altering graded work 

 Falsifying data 

 Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 
 Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Consequences/Procedures 

A faculty member who suspects a student of academic dishonesty may penalize the 
student by taking appropriate action up to and including assigning a failing grade for the 
paper, project, report, exam or the course itself. Instructors should document instances 
of academic dishonesty in writing to the Dean of Faculty. 

Student Appeal Process 

In the event of a dispute, both students and faculty should follow the Conflict 
Resolution Policy. The policy is presented in the Student Rights and Responsibilities 
section of the student handbook. The first step of this process is to set up a 
scheduled conference with the instructor to discuss the issues of concern. 

Important Dates: Winter 2020 

DATE EVENT 

MONDAY 1/13 CLASSES BEGIN 

FRIDAY 1/31 IN-SERVICE DAY – NO CLASSES 

MARCH 9-15 MID-SEMESTER BREAK - NO CLASSES 

SATURDAY 5/2 COMMENCEMENT 

SUNDAY 5/3 LAST DAY OF CLASSES 

TUESDAY 5/5 GRADES DUE 

 

Calendar 

Listed on the next page is a schedule of the topics to be covered in the class.  You 
are expected to have read the units indicated BEFORE you attend the class so you are 
familiar with the material.  The course is fast paced and more than one unit is covered 
per class meeting.    

Caveat 

The calendar above may be revised as necessary during the course.  These 
revisions may be due to school closing related to weather, instructor illness and/or other 
procedural improbabilities.   
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*Note that the schedule is an approximation and could be changed at the instructor’s 
discretion.  However, the days of the Lab Quizzes will not change.  

Week  Date Topic 

1 JAN. 16 Metric Conversions 

2 JAN. 23 Solar Insolation and Seasonality 

3 JAN. 30 Temperature, Wind Chill, and Heat Index 

4 FEB. 6 Creating an Isotherm Map 

5 FEB. 13 Ocean Gyre Circulation/Patterns 

6 FEB. 20 Cloud Identification 

Surface Weather Maps 

7 FEB. 27 Lab 23: Contour Lines and Topographic Maps 

8 MAR. 5 Lab 19: Plate Tectonics: Global Patterns 

9 MAR. 12 MID-SEMESTER BREAK – no classes 

10 MAR. 19 Lab 20: Plate Tectonics: Faulting and Volcanism 

11 MAR. 26 Continental Glaciers 

12 APR. 2 Stream Discharge 

13 APR. 9 Lab 28: Soils 

14 APR. 16 Köppen Climate Classifications 

15 APR. 23 Natural Climate Change 

16 APR. 30 Anthropogenic Climate Change 

 


