
 

International Relations 

PLS 262.I60 

Winter 2020: 3/16 – 5/3  (7 week term) 

 

Number of Credits: 3 

Days Class Meets: Online 

Meeting Times Online 

Location: Online  

Instructor: Shirin Kambin Timms 

Office: JM 232  

Contact Phone: 517-796-8646 

Contact Email: stimms@jccmi.edu 

 

Office Hours: Mondays:   10am - 1pm (Central 

Campus) Tuesdays: 12:15pm -2:15pm (Central 

Campus). Appointments also available. Please 

email me. AND – for 24/7 assistance Please log 

onto the office hours forum any time and ask 

your questions. Any student who can 

successfully answer a question of his/her peer 

will receive 2 extra credit points (first correct 

student receives the points).       

Online:  Course Website: 

https://jetnet.jccmi.edu/  Please log on and find 

your course on the Dashboard. 

 

 

Course Description 

Survey contemporary world affairs and examine the nation-state system, the struggle for power, and 

factors creating harmony and hostility among states. 

Prerequisites: ENG 085* and ENG 090* 

Course Goals/Competencies 

 Describe and analyze the globalization of international relations 

 Describe and analyze Realism as an IR theory 

 Describe and analyze Liberalism as an IR theory 

 Describe and analyze conflict, war & terrorism  

 Describe and analyze trade & international financing 

 Describe and analyze international organizations, human rights, & law 

 Describe and analyze North / South relations as discussed in IR 

 Identify and discuss the role of IR in addressing the environment and technology 

Course Objectives 

The GEOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the following (per GEO 7): 

https://jetnet.jccmi.edu/


Knowledge of and regard for groups with which one identifies 

Identifies characteristics, values, and hallmarks of the groups to which one belongs. 

Knowledge of and regard for individuals from groups other than one’s own  

Identifies characteristics, values, and hallmarks of groups other than one’s own. 

Knowledge of and regard for individuals from groups other than one’s own 

Identifies characteristics, values, and hallmarks of groups other than one’s own. 

Articulates benefits of interacting with individuals from groups other than one’s own  

Knowledge of the importance of diversity 

Defines various institutional systems and personal barriers that inhibit diversity such as racism, sexism, 

classism, ethnocentrism, privilege, etc… 

Classifies behaviors and structures that promote diversity and encourage global thinking. 

Recognizes the ways in which, historically, cultures have mutually informed and enriched each other. 

Cultural Sensitivity 

Utilizes vocabulary, behaviors, and practices that are culturally appropriate. 

 

 

Textbook 

Required  

International Relations: BRIEF 7th edition. Jon CW Pevehouse & Joshua S Goldstein. Pearson 

Publishers. 2017 

 

Note: this is the brief version of the text  

  

Text Book Zero: This text is available in a digital format from the book store. 

 

Grading Procedure 

  

I will enter all your grades in your grade book in JetNet. At any point during the semester you can log onto 

the site and calculate your grades by dividing the number of points you have received by the total points 

possible thus far. After you do this division, multiply the number by 100 to see your grade in terms of a 

percentage. If you want to know what the percentage means in terms of a point grade, see the below 

scale.  



Please note: I am making the assumption that, because all grades are in JetNet, students are aware of 

their marks throughout the term. If you have any questions regarding your grade, please feel free to 

contact me.    

Grading Scale 

 

4.0 92 – 100 

3.5 86 – 91 

3.0 80 – 85 

2.5 76 – 79 

2.0 70 – 75 

1.5 66 – 69 

1.0 60 – 65 

.5 56 – 59 

0.0 0 – 54 

  

 

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

 Submitting other's work as your own 

 Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation 

 Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

 Plagiarizing in any form 

 Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

 Copying 

 Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

 Altering graded work 

 Falsifying data 

 Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

 Allowing your work to be submitted by others 



Course Management / Incompletes 

Please feel free to visit me during office hours, make an appointment, call or email me. Please note that 

incoming emails do not automatically contain your name and the course in which you are enrolled. That 

said, when you contact me PLEASE include your name and the title of the course (PLS 141, PLS 262, HIS 

235 etc.) in the subject line. This will help me help you much faster. Also, all replies from me will go to your 

JCC Email address so check that account regularly (and also check your SPAM box as instructor emails 

also wind up there as well). Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  

Please contact me with any concerns/questions as the course progresses and let me know of any 

significant gaps in your participation so that I can help early and often! Thank you  

 

According to the JCC Student Handbook, "The incomplete is designed for passing students with 

extenuating circumstances to allow them to complete the course requirements after the semester or 

session has ended. You may receive an “I” if, in the opinion of the instructor, your work is sufficient in 

quality but is lacking in quantity to meet the course objectives specified in the course syllabus. The course 

objectives must be satisfactorily completed during the next full-length semester or within a shorter period 

of time as designated by the instructor. If you have not finished the course within the designated time 

period, the “I” will remain permanently on your transcript. You will then have to register and repeat the 

course to receive a grade and credit for degree purposes. 

 

The grade of “I” is not awarded to students who did not attend or seldom attended, or to those who simply 

are not pleased with their final grades. An “I” grade may be changed only upon the written request of the 

instructor who awarded the Incomplete."  

 

Help 

For peer tutoring in political science contact the Center for Student Success at: 796. 8415. 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester in 

order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate 

accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay 

notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not 

automatically carry over to the next semester. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/ 

 

Assignments Summary: 

I. Essay Questions / Online Discussions 

II. Graded Quizzes  

III. Website Assignment 

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


Essay Questions / Online Discussions: 

  

This discussion board forum is meant to encourage research and subsequent dialogue. Throughout the 

semester you will be offered a variety of essay questions to research and study. You will then write up a 

response (about ½ - 1 page single spaced) addressing the major questions asked of you and, in some 

cases, take a stand on an issue. In that vein, remember when you make a point regarding a subject 

matter, make every attempt to substantiate your point and offer support. As I mention so often in class, 

everyone has an opinion but far fewer have an actual  position. If you have an opinion and are searching 

for a position then you need evidence, research and reasoned arguments (personal anecdotes, stories 

and experiences are not enough - they can be used to illustrate a point but not MAKE the point). Maybe 

you don't have a position yet but you have questions - that is good too. In short, this forum is set up to 

encourage thoughtful and insightful conversation - academic conversation. As the semester progresses I 

will offer input on how it is progressing and give you pointers if needed. For starters, however, please visit 

the document titled “Tips for Discussion Essay Assignments” This should give you a sense of what on-line 

participation is all about.   

  

The due dates for these essay responses are outlined in the below calendar. In general, however, you will 

spend the first week of a topic section researching your posting which should resemble a mini-essay (i.e. 

at least several paragraphs using facts, data, and analysis and web sites you used for research - - note: 

you can simply copy the web site into the discussion board - no need to use formal styling like MLA etc.). 

When it comes to the first week of a discussion assignment, you do not need to make a posting to all the 

topics in each of the forums. Rather, pick one and research it well. From there, make a substantial 

posting to the forum which will then be read and replied to the following week (i.e. second week of the 

assignment). 

 

Week Two: 

During the second week of the discussion assignment you will be reading and replying to the postings of 

your peers from the first week. In other words, each topic section will cover 2 weeks - - during the first 

week you will be researching a topic of your choice and writing a posting. During the 2nd week you will be 

reading your peer’s postings and replying to them.  It is here, in the 2nd week, where you will be doing the 

real communicating with one another. Please note that these replies are to be in depth conversations 

where you will use your reflective and analytical skills to engage your peers. The assignment is meant to 

cover 1 week’s worth (at least 3 hours) of research and writing so long, well written and reasoned 

responses are what will be expected.  

  

How to Use the Discussion Board  

Once you log onto Jetnet and get into the course you will find a list of weeks corresponding to the course 

calendar. During the weeks Discussion Essays are assigned, you will find the forums in those blocks of 

weeks. The most important place to start each week is with your syllabus – it is your roadmap for the 

course. From there, please read the announcement for that week and check the announcements page 

once a day for any updates. From there you will know if you have a writing assignment as it will appear in 

that week’s block. Note: Always compare what you see on line with the course syllabus as all deadlines 

are outlined in this document.  



 

Graded Quizzes: 

Each week you will read your assignment and, during certain weeks, take a corresponding quiz on that 

chapter. These quizzes consist of 20 questions, are untimed, and it is assumed you are using your book 

for assistance. All quizzes are located in this Jetnet site and you can access them by clicking on the 

“Quizzes” link the week they are assigned.   

 

Because this is a condensed course, all quizzes for the term will be turned on during the first week of the 

course. You may take the quizzes at any time and you may retake them twice if you wish to score a 

higher grade. While I highly recommend you take the quizzes the weeks they are assigned, the absolute 

deadline is 5/1 at 6:30 AM. There will be no allowance for late work and this date has been chosen so 

students can schedule appropriately throughout the course. Please note: if you were not able to take a 

particular quiz by this deadline, you will not be able to make it up under any circumstances.  

 

Once again, I do not, under any circumstances, suggest that you wait until the end of the class to take 

these quizzes. They are extremely detailed in nature and should you wait, you are less likely to receive a 

favorable score. As mentioned, because the class is condensed, I think opening up the test dates makes 

sense this term. 

 

A few quick notes about taking quizzes: 

 

1) Each quiz you will be able to take twice. Your highest score will be logged.   

 

2) Once you have taken the quiz and clicked the “submit” button don’t hit the “back” button on your 

browser - - in some cases this can cause you to undo your submission. Just to be safe, if you 

want to see your quiz grade click on your “grades” button and go to your grade-book. Clicking on 

the “back” button isn’t detrimental to everyone but why take the chance- - who wants to take a 

quiz again just because it unsubmitted!!! (note: some students hit the “back” button to see what 

questions they missed. In fact, the system is not set to show you the questions you answered 

incorrectly - - if you want more information regarding this please log onto the “office hour forum” 

and I can fill in the details.  

  

Website Assignment 

This assignment will be posted the week it is assigned and will ask students to review websites and offer 

reflections etc. Please see assignment for details.  

Communicating with the Instructor: 

Through your internet course you are able to communicate with me via email. Please note that incoming 

messages to me do not automatically contain your name and what course in which you are enrolled. That 

said, when you contact me PLEASE include your name and the title of the course (PLS 141, PLS 262, 



HIS 235 etc) in the subject line. This will help me help you much faster. Thank you in advance for your 

cooperation.  

 

On Line Office Hours and Extra Credit: 

Any time of day or night you are welcome to log on to the Discussion Forum called "office hours" and ask 

questions about the class or what is going on. To speed up the response process, I will reward the first 

person who answers a student's question correctly with extra credit points. In short, I will offer 2 extra credit 

points per correct reply (per subject). This will help all of us work together to meet each other’s needs and 

for those of us who are not up a 3AM to answer questions, maybe there is someone out there who is!  : ) 

One request - - when you submit a question please provide a subject title so someone looking for 

information can easily scan the threads and find the information he/she is looking for. Thanks in advance 

to all of you willing to answer your classmates’ questions! 

Course Extra Credit:  

Extra credit is offered at the discretion of the instructor and will only be considered when a student has 

completed all other course work and this course work, for specified reasons, does not represent the effort 

and work the student is putting into the course. In short, extra credit is not intended to replace other work 

in the class, but rather, it is intended for RARE situations that have been discussed with the instructor. So, 

please feel free to contact me about extra credit towards the end of the semester and only if you have 

completed 100% of the assignments to date.  

On another note, I also recommend making use of the all the resources JC has to offer. The Center for 

Student Success not only offers peer tutoring in political science, but also provides assistance with internet 

research, writing and study skills. 

 

GRADING SCALE: 

 

Assignment Point Value 

  

Discussion Essay  30 points  

  

Website Assignment  

 

10 points 

Chapter Quizzes 160 total points for the semester 

(8 quizzes @ 20 questions) 

  

Total available points this semester 200 Points Available this semester. 

  



Calendar 

Note: week starts on Monday of the week 

 

Topic 1: 3/16 

 Topic 1: The Globalization of International Relations (ch 1) 

 Topic 2: Realist Theories (ch 2) 

 Quiz ch 1 * 

 Quiz ch 2* 

 

Topic 2: 3/23 

 Topic 3: Liberal and Social Theories (ch 3) 

 Topic 4: Conflict, War, & Terrorism (ch 4) 

 Quiz ch 3* 

 Quiz ch 4* 

 

 

Topic 3:  3/30 

 Discussion Essay Assignment (this will be posted on 3/30 Your main essay must be posted by 

4/6 at 6:30 am. Remainder of the assignment will continue into next week) 

 

Topic   4: 4/6 

 Continuation of Discussion Essay Assignment from last week (all replies must be submitted by 

6:30am Monday 4/13. Remember this is half the assignment) 

 Topic 5: Trade & Finance (ch 5) 

 Quiz ch 5* 

 

Topic 5:  4/13  

 Topic 6: International Organization, Law & Human Rights (ch 6) 

 Topic 7: North-South Relations (ch 7) 

 Quiz Ch 6* 

 Quiz Ch 7* 

 

Topic 6: 4/20 

 Website Assignment (will be posted Monday 4/20 and due Monday 4/27 at 6:30am) 

 Topic 8: Environment & Technology (ch 8) 

 Quiz ch 8* 

 All Quizzes Due 5/1 at 6:30 am! 

 

Topic 7: 4/27 

 

 All Quizzes Due 5/1 at 6:30 am! 



 

 

** Students are expected to take quizzes the week they are assigned. The final deadline for the 

course is 5/1 at 6:30 AM (morning) and no quizzes will be accepted after this date (this means that 

if you leave all your quizzes until the end of the course and something happens to prevent you 

from completing them, you will not be permitted to make them up. 

Attendance Policy 

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, faculty are 

required to report on student participation and attendance. If a student has not attended the first class of a 

semester (or completed an assignment by the end of the first week of an online class), the student will be 

dropped. 

If a student has failed to attend class for two weeks (or participate on line for two weeks), the student will 

also be dropped from the course. Be sure to communicate with your instructor in the event you will be 

absent. Thank you!  

Caveat 

Please note that some revisions may be necessary during the course.  

 


