
THR 116 Introduction to Theatre  
Fall 2019 2nd 7 

MW 6pm-8:54pm  Professor Jen Letherer, MFA 
BW 209   LethereJennifeM@jccmi.edu 
 
Course Description 
Survey of Western theatre and drama. Appreciation of theatre through understanding of 
historical development and societal function. Theatre architecture, production, costuming, and 
acting styles, and the artists who create it. 
 
Course Objectives 

1. Define theatre and articulate the facets that make theatre a unique art form.  
2. Define basic terminology related to stage production, theatre jobs, performance, and 

scripts. 
3. Describe the major forms of theater architecture, styles of acting, and genres of live 

performance. 
4. Explain how different technical and performance jobs including producers, directors, 

actors, designers, costumers, technicians, etc., work together to stage a production. 
5. Explain why and how theatre has been a part of Western culture, and what compels 

humans to perform live stories. 
6. Critically assess live theatrical performance, evaluating the execution of design, 

direction, acting, technical elements, and their cohesion and execution. 
 
The Board of Trustees has determined that all Jackson College graduates should develop or 
enhance certain essential skills while enrolled in the college. Several of these Associate Degree 
Outcomes are addressed in this class, including: 
*Demonstrating an understanding of the basic elements, structures, and processes of various 
artistic and creative endeavors and the value of the arts in human experience. 
*Demonstrating critical thinking through questioning, interpreting, analyzing, evaluating, 
inferring from and synthesizing information to solve problems in a variety of settings. 
 
Required Texts: 
Theatre: A Way of Seeing , 7th Edition by Millie S. Barranger 

Other Resources: 
Parts of a play/production: http://scenicandlighting.com/dramamachine/ 
Careers in theatre: http://broadwayeducators.com/five-facts-for-surviving-in-the-theatre-do-you-
want-a-career-in-the-performing-arts/ 
 
Methods of Evaluation: 
Attendance and Participation   200 20% 
Journal of class notes and exercises  200 20% 
Reading quizzes    100 10% 
Play Responses (2x 50)   100 10% 
Research and Reflection Paper  200 20%   
Final Exam     200 20% 



The grading scale is as follows: 
1000-940 points= A    769 -740 = C 
939-900 points = A-    739-700 = C 
899-870 = B+     699-670 = D+; 
869-840 = B      669-640 = D 
839-800 = B-     639 -600 = D- 
799-770 = C+     599 – 0 = U.  

 
Attendance and Participation: Attendance is mandatory. If you miss the first class, a retention 
report will be filed (that you have “never attended”). After your first unexcused absence a loss of 
points will occur, and will accumulate with any subsequence absence. After more than two 
unexcused absences you are subject to being dropped from the course. Participation means active 
listening, taking notes, coming prepared to class, and contributing to discussion as you can. It 
also means fully participating in class exercises. 
 
Journal of class notes and exercises: Each Chapter of the reading should be roughly outlined in 
your Journal. Throughout the class each period there will also be exercises and reflection 
assignments to go along with their lecture notes. The journal can be electronic or in a hardbound 
notebook, as long as it can be easily delivered to the instructor.  
 
Play Responses: Either in person or online, students will watch two live performances and write 
responses to the experience, explaining the difference between a read and performed script, 
aspects of the performance’s production including acting, directing, design, & technical 
elements.  
 
Research and Reflection Paper: Students will choose a production role, noteworthy person, or 
play (with instructor approval), and write a 5-7 page paper detailing research about the topic, 
importance in the theatre world, and application towards the student’s future work or 
appreciation of theatre. 
 
A Final Exam will be given. Study aids will be provided but material will come from assigned 
reading and supplemental materials. Students will be expected to have read all the assigned 
materials even if they were not discussed in class. 
Want or need help taking a test? Talk to your instructor to make a plan for study and test 
taking. More help is also available at the Center for Student Success.  
 
Extra Credit may be available on a conditional basis and may require the purchase of an extra 
script or attending an extra theatrical performance at the student’s expense. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Calendar: 
 
Week Class Topic Reading Due Assignments 

Due 
1  
M 10/28 
 
W 10/30 

Introduction, 
Syllabus, What is 
theatre? 
 
Theater Spaces 

 
“7 Reasons Why Theatre Makes Our Lives Better” 
 Barranger, Chapter 1 ”Discovering Theatre” (p2-20) 
 
Barranger, Chapters 2,3 ”The Seeing Place” and 
“Alternative Theatrical Spaces” (p22-74) 
 
 

 

2 
M 11/4 
 
 
W 11/6 

 
Actors 
 
Directors  

 
Barranger, Chapter 9 ”Image Maker: The Actor” 
(p193-216) 
 
Barranger, Chapter 10 ”Image Maker: The Director” 
(p218-243) 

 

3 
M 11/11 
 
 
W 11/13 
 

Playwrights and 
Story Structure 
A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream 
 
Stage Convention 
and Language 
 

Barranger, Chapter 4,5,6 ”Image Maker: The 
Playwright,” “Theatrical Writing: Perspectives and 
Forms,” and “Structures of Seeing” (p77-154) 
 
 
Barranger, Chapter 7,8 ”Drama’s Conventions” and 
“Stage Language” (p157-190) 

 

4 
M 11/18 
 
 
W 11/20 
 

Designers: Scenery, 
Costumes, Wigs, 
Makeup, Puppets 
 
Designers: Lighting 
and Sound 
 

Barranger, Chapter 11 ”Image Makers: Designers” 
(p245-265) 
 
 
Barranger, Chapter 12 ”Image Makers: Designers 
Lighting and Sound” (p267-287) 

 

(4B) 
M 11/25 
 
W 11/27 

Musical Theatre 
 
No Class-Happy 
Thanksgiving 

Barranger, Chapter 14 ” The American Musical” 
(p315-333) 

Play Response 1 
Journals 
collected 

5 
M 12/2 
 
 
W 12/4 
 

Critics and 
Criticism 
 
 
Producers, Unions, 
the Professional 
world 
 

Barranger, Chapter 15 ”Viewpoints” (p335-351) 
 
 
 
Barranger, Chapter 13 ”Image Makers: Producers” 
(p289-313) 

 

6 
M 12/9 
 
 
 
W 12/11 

Applied Theater, 
Playback Theater, 
Improv exercises 
 
 
 
In-Class Production 

http://www.mandalaforchange.com/site/applied-
theatre/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Play Response 2 
Journals 
collected 



7 
M 12/16 
 
 
 
W 12/18 

 
Presentation of 
Research and 
Reflection papers, 
Exam Prep 
 
 
Final Exam 
 
 

 Research and 
Reflection 
Paper 
 

 


