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Introduction to African American Literature
ENG249.I50
Fall 2019
Number of Credits: 3
Days Class Meets: Online
Instructor: Dr. Syd Thomas
Location: Main Campus
Office: Burt Walker 249
Contact Phone: 517-796-8520
Contact Email: thomassydneyj@jccmi.edu
Office Hours: M: 9-11:00am & 2-4:00pm; (Main Campus); T & R ; 9:00 10:00am & 11:23-Noon (Hillsdale) and by Appt.
IMPORTANT!  This is a semester in which you will have the work of a fifteen-week course compacted into about 7 weeks. We meet from 10-28 until 12-19. This means you must devote a considerable amount of time to reading and class participation. There is absolutely no time to recover from missed assignments. I hate to do this but there will be no excuse accepted for late assignments,. . . .  in a regular face-to-face 15 week semester sometimes there is time and reason to extend due dates, . . . but not in this online 7 ½ week semester. You must make sure you submit work on time. No late work will be accepted.   
Prerequisite(s)
ENG131

Required Text: Text Book Zero! All texts are available online or are provided as links in JetNet. 

Course Description:  This course introduces students to African-American literature from its eighteenth-century beginnings to some of the most recent writings by African-Americans. Primarily historical, social and political movements provide the basis for the ways in which we examine the genesis of this literature by people of African descent. Attention will also be paid to the accompanying oral folk tradition. We will examine a variety of literary genres: folktale, slave narrative, poetry, short-story, autobiography, drama, and the novel. 

Course Objectives
1.     To increase the student’s understanding of the ideological and philosophical basis of    
        African-American literary thought.
2.     To develop the student’s ability to approach all literary works with greater critical    
        understanding.
3.     To give the student a partial understanding of the nature of early, middle and late 
        African-American literary periods. 
4.     To make students more familiar with some important figures in American literary    
        history.     


Performance Objectives:
The primary goal of this course is to help you achieve a satisfactory level of skill in critically thinking about literature. 


Please note:
The course goal incorporates specific General Degree Outcomes (GEOs) established by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve.  GEOs guarantee students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in many certification programs.  The GEO addressed in this course is:
		
	GEO 7 - Understand and respect the diversity and interdependence of the world's peoples and cultures.

Requirements
1.     Two exams on the reading material, “lecture” and discussion. Each exam is worth 30% of your final grade. (Total is 60% of Final Grade)

2. Journal/Reader’s Notebook. This “journal” or “notebook” is the collection of responses to the readings that you will be posting in each week’s Discussion Forums. You must respond/post to the reading(s) for each week of discussion. During the first half of the semester, I will be supplying a few general questions/prompts about the readings. Later in the semester I’ll supply fewer questions so that you will be able to develop your own questions about the readings. Knowing how to ask the ‘right’ questions is an extremely important skill in understanding any literature. You must post your response to the week’s reading(s) by Sunday before midnight. (No credit is given for LATE postings). You will also be graded on your general participation in our online discussions--sharing insights, raising important questions, contributing arguments for particular positions, and especially responding to other students’ thoughts. (25% of Final Grade)

3. Final Project/Writing: For this project you will write an approximately 800-word essay that explores a contemporary issue that in some way derives from one or several of the course readings.  (I’ll provide more information about this after the second exam.) (15% of Final Grade)

Grading Scale

GPA
Grade Range
4.0

92-100%
3.5
87-91%
3.0
82-86%
2.5
77-81%
2.0
72-76%
1.5
66-71%
1.0
60-65%
0.5
55-59%
0.0
0-54%














A few words on the “business” of the class:
THIS IS A COLLABORATIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE--not an independent study--

This class requires individual reading and regular threaded course discussions. Plan to spend at least five (5) hours a week working with the materials and with me and other students in the class. Included in these five hours is an expectation that you will log onto the course at least two different times a week (not all on the same day) to work with the course assignments and group discussions as well as spending individual reading and writing time.

Preparation is critical to success in the class. By reading and offering thoughtful responses to posted questions/prompts and to other students' thoughts, you evidence your preparation and your learning. By stretching your perspective, opening about your thoughts and taking risks, you show yourself to be an active learner.

TOPICS
The course is organized by two-unit topics/readings per week. I do not open all units at once because I want to encourage you to experience this course as a virtual classroom where all participants are focused on and discussing the same materials at the same time. Once opened, unit topic files will remain available to you throughout that sections testing period.

EXAMS
After approximately 3.5 weeks, there is a test: Mid-Term Exam / Final Exam

(Please note that the discussion forums are great preparation for the tests.)
There are three portions to the exam that will be given in sections:     

Part 1: matching/multiple choice questions -- approximately 25 questions. The Matching/Multiple Choice portion requires familiarity with the readings and the course “lectures”. 

2) Short passage identification and significance section; 3-5 passages.

3) Essay question--I'll supply two essay prompts and you'll be able to choose one to write on.


DISCUSSION FORUMS

The discussion boards are the interactive portion of this course.

Discussions begin with prompts that are posted in the individual unit forums.

Check your unit assignment for minimum word count requirements—I pay attention to this. Unless otherwise instructed, please plan to post ONE primary response of at least 250 words of your own writing (quotes from our text or an outside source are not included in this word count) to one of the discussion prompts. Also, plan to post at least one secondary response to another student’s post. These secondary responses are to be at least 100 words in length.

LATE WORK RECEIVES NO CREDIT.


Credit accrues to those who engage the discussions with others thoughtfully and throughout the unit. Meeting minimum posting requirements will not automatically equate with a 4.0. The thought behind your postings and your engagement of others in discussion is what matters.
Academic Honesty Policy
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so. 
Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 
Submitting other's work as your own
Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate documentation
Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism) 
Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 
Plagiarizing in any form
Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization
Copying
Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others
Altering graded work
Falsifying data
Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical
Allowing your work to be submitted by others
Help
Available learning services or opportunities for students seeking help with their course work. May include information about tutors, learning centers, reserved library materials, open labs, counseling services.
It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester.
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/
Important Dates: Fall 2019
Date
Event
Nov. 21 – 25, 2018
Thanksgiving Break. No classes
Dec. 19, 2018
End of Fall Semester
Dec. 23, 2018
Grades Due
Student Responsibilities
Requirements beyond scheduled classes or laboratories, e.g., clinicals, extra credit assignments, TBA sessions, field placement, special project instructions, contract learning conditions, study hours required outside class, unscheduled class meetings, attendance at concerts or other required events.
Attendance Policy
In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, reporting of student participation in classes will occur at three designated times each semester. Instructors will assign one of three non-transcripted letter symbols to each student during each reporting period (see below). Students identified as no longer participating will be dropped or administratively withdrawn from the class, and students identified as needing academic assistance will be contacted.
We have a lot to do, and I'm looking forward to a very productive semester. Let's begin.

Best to all, 
Dr. Thomas


Calendar (Tentative, subject to change)

The class is divided into two sections:

Oct. 28th - Nov. 17th Early African American Literature to the Harlem Renaissance
Weeks 1-3

Mid-Term Exam is on Nov. 16th and 17th

Nov. 18th - Dec. 19th Harlem Renaissance to Contemporary African-American Literature
Weeks 4-7

Final Exam is on Dec. 18th and 19th

 



