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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will examine the development and environment of police 
administration, the nature of police work, police goals and objectives, the police 
organization and organizational tasks and the role of the police executive. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To introduce students to the evolution of law enforcement in America. 
2. To learn the various organizational components of a police department and how 

those components may be arranged according to different organizational 
theories.  

3. To distinguish between the roles of executive, manager, and supervisor in a 
police organization. 

4. To explore employment related laws and other issues affecting modern police 
organizations. 

5. To describe how police departments are or can be organized under various 
organizational theories. 

6. To describe the various functions and expectations placed on police 
organizations today. 

 
. 
COURSE TEXT 
 

  

Author: Hess 
Edition: 7th  

Text is available in digital format as part of Text Book Zero 

 
 
GRADING 
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The following scoring schedule will be used in the assignment of grades: 
 
 90+      = 4.0   65-69 = 1.5 
 85-89 = 3.5   60-64 = 1.0 
 80-84 = 3.0   55-59 = 0.5 
 75-79 = 2.5         Below 55  = 0.0 
 70-74 = 2.0 
 
 
 
PASSING GRADE POLICY 
A 2.0 or “C” is a passing grade.  Only courses with passing grades count toward 
graduation.  Other colleges transfer in only courses with passing grades.  Many financial 
aid sources, including most employers, require passing grades.  Additionally, earning 
less than a 2.0 in a class results in not being able to participate in the next level of 
courses in a discipline, which requires this course as a pre-requisite.  If you attempt to 
register for the next course sequence and have not passed the pre-requisite course, 
you will be dropped from that class. 
 
Class Participation and Extra Credit 
 
Each week there will be a quiz, class activity or other required participation in class.  
Some weeks I may also offer extra credit. The points for these activities will be totaled  
and used to compute your final grade for the semester. 
 
Attendance and participation are expected at all classes.  Learning is achieved not 
solely by what we read or what we hear, but how we apply it.  This application is 
explored by class interaction and participation via forums and applicable responses to 
assignments.  Online courses require active participation. You should plan on logging  
into the class at least every other day. To be effective, your active participation is 
necessary and a very important part of the course. Every week a quiz and discussion 
assignment will become due. In addition, several assignments will be due over the 
course of the semester. I urge you to set aside at least a few hours each week to 
complete these course requirements successfully. Late quizzes, discussions and  
assignments are not accepted. Due dates are not suggested dates for assignments.  
Please plan your work accordingly. 
 
Working ahead: 
Everybody has different reasons for taking a course. Sometimes it is  
easier to work ahead when you know that you will be unable to devote several hours to  
the course during the next week for whatever reason. I am opening up the option to  
work ahead to ensure that you don’t fall behind for any reason. Utilize it to your 
advantage! You will be allowed to work ahead on quizzes and assignments.  
HOWEVER, you are STILL REQUIRED to post on the discussion forums weekly. 
Additionally, while you are allowed to work ahead, you are not allowed to put things off. 
All assignments are due by their original due dates (posted on the assignment). If they  
are not received by that time, no credit will be given. 
 



CRJ117  Criminology 
  
 

 4 

Forum Postings  
Every week a new forum topic will be posted. You are required to submit one original  
post and reply to at least two posts from your classmates to receive credit for each 
discussion assignment. You will be graded on the quality of your response. Your  
responses to other students should incorporate class materials and should attempt to 
open a dialogue discussion. If you write “I agree with you,” in a post, you will not  
receive as much credit as someone who posts “I agree with your point of view  
because….” Put some thought and time into your postings. Be sure to provide  
supporting statements with examples, experiences, or with references. I am looking for  
quality, not quantity in your response posting.  
 
 
Current Event Presentation 
Each student will be required to complete two current event presentations.  Each 
presentation will review  a recent criminal act including a description of the incident, why 
the student picked this incident, and how it relates to the current class.  Each 
presentation should last 3-5 minutes. 

 
Exams 
There will be weekly quizzes during the semester. Each test will cover 1-2 chapters.  
The schedule will be posted on JETNET. The questions will be generated from your 
text. It is imperative that you read the chapters prior to taking the exams. All exams will 
have a deadline. They will be open early but they MUST be completed prior to the 
deadline to earn any points. I encourage you to complete them early and not wait 
until the last hours in case you have technology issues. 
 
Assignments 
All assignments will be posted on JETNET for each week. Weeks will be opened 
several at a time to allow for planning of your time. Please complete all assignments by 
the deadlines to obtain maximum credit.  
 
 
TUTORS 
“Tutors, both peer and on-line for writing classes (plus additional services for academic 
success) can be accessed by calling 796-8415 or by stopping by the Center for 
Student Success, Bert Walker Hall, Room 123” 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
A Message from the Office of Learning Support Services: 
“Tutors and additional free services for academic success can be accessed by calling 
(517) 796-8415 or by stopping by the Center for Student Success, Bert Walker Hall 
Room 123. Faculty and tutors in the CSS will help you with writing, study skills, test 
anxiety, math, and reading. Students requiring special assistance (including those  
affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) should contact the Center for Student  
Success. This is the first step in acquiring the appropriate accommodations to facilitate 
your learning.” Students with disability who believe they may need accommodations in  
this class are encouraged to contact the Center for Student Success at 796-8415 or  
visit the office, BW 123, as soon as possible. Instructors need documentation from the  
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center in order to comply with accommodations. 
 
WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS 
The last day to withdraw from classes is listed in the college course schedule booklet. 
You must initiate a withdrawal in person at the main campus or one of the extension 
centers. 
 
If the withdrawal from class is instructor-initiated, the student will be notified by letter by 
the Registrar’s office after the withdrawal has been processed to allow an opportunity for 
the student to appeal the withdrawal from class. 
 
If the withdrawal from class is student-initiated, it is necessary for an advisor or counselor 
to approve the schedule change.  The student’s official date of withdrawal will be the date 
received at the Registrars office.  A student is not considered withdrawn from class until 
the withdrawal form has been processed (add/drop form). 
 
 
 
“I” (INCOMPLETE) GRADE 
The incomplete grade is designed for students with extenuating circumstances to allow 
them to complete the course requirements after the semester or session has 
ended.  Students may receive an “I” if, in the opinion of the instructor, their work is 
sufficient in quality, but is lacking in quantity to meet the objectives specified in the 
course syllabus.  The course objectives are to be satisfactorily completed during the 
next full-length semester or within a shorter period of time as determined to by the 
instructor.  If the student does not complete the course within the designated time 
period, the Registrar will replace the “I” grade with the earned grade as assigned by the 
instructor. 
  
The grade of “I” is not awarded to students who did not attend, or seldom attended, or to 
those who simply are not pleased with their final grades.  Students receiving an “I” 
submit only the remaining work that had not been completed at the end of the semester. 
Students do not redo work that had already been graded.  
 
Students requiring special assistance (including those affected by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act) should contact the Center for Student Success.  This is the first step in 
acquiring the appropriate accommodations to facilitate your learning. 
 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
 
I am here to help you succeed.  If you encounter any problems in this course please do 
not hesitate to speak with me about your concerns.  I do not have office hours, but willing 
to meet with you prior to class or after class.  Or feel free to set up a time for a phone 
discussion. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
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Students will need to access e-Services to view their grades.  Please follow the 
instructions below: 
  
 1. Go to the JCC web page - http://www.jccmi.edu 
 2. Click on e-Services 
 3. Click on student tab - at top of page 
 4. Click on View Transcript or Grades by Term - left side of the page 

5. Enter login information - (first seven letters of student’s last name, first seven  
    letters of  students first name, middle initial) 

 6. Click submit button 
 
At this point, you will be able to view your grades for all completed semesters or only for 
the semester selected.  Grade reports will no longer be mailed. 
 
REFUND OR “W” REMOVAL CRITERIA 
1. The following criteria must be met for exceptions to Jackson Community College’s 
refund or “W” removal policy.  Supporting 3rd party documentation (medical, employer, 
military) must be attached. 
   
  a. Death of an immediate family member 
  b. Return to work/change in working hours 
  c. Call to active military duty 
  d. Medical 
 
2. A request for a “W” exception, refund or balance forgiven that meets the above 
criteria must be before the last day to withdraw for full semester courses as indicated in 
each semester’s course schedule book.  For shorter length courses, it is the student’s  
responsibility to check with the registrar’s office for the last date to withdraw. 
 
3. All requests must be submitted in writing, from the student, with the required 
supporting 3rd party documentation to: 
 
   Jackson Community College Tuition Review Committee 
   2111 Emmons Road 
   Jackson, MI  49201 
 
4. Academic issues such as grade disputes or issues with instructors should be 
directed to the appropriate department chair and follow the Academic Complaint 
Procedure. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Academic honesty is expected of all students.  It is the ethical behavior that includes 
producing their own work and not representing others’ work as their own, either by 
plagiarism, by cheating or by helping others to do so. 
 
Plagiarism is the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources.  
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 
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• Using data, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate 
documentation 

• Submitting other’s work as your own 
• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

 
Cheating is obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization.  
Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 

• Plagiarizing in all forms 
• Using notes/books without authorization 
• Copying 
• Submitting others’ work as your own or submitting your work for others 
• Altering graded work 
• Falsifying data 
• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

 
Consequences/Procedures 
Faculty members who suspect a student of academic dishonesty may penalize the 
student by taking appropriate action up to and including assigning a failing grade for the 
paper, project, report, exam, or the course itself.  Instructors should document instances 
of academic dishonesty in writing to the academic dean. 
 
Student Appeal Process 
In the event of a dispute, both students and faculty should follow the conflict resolution 
policy.  This policy is presented in Student Rights and Responsibilities handbook and 
the Master Agreement.  
 
SCHEDULE  

Refer to JETNET for assignments and due dates. 
 


