
 

 

Writing Experience I 

ENG 131.51 

Fall 2019 (9/3/2019-10/22/2019) 

 

Number of Credits: 3 

Days Class Meets: T/R 

Meeting Times: 9:30 a.m.-12:27 p.m. 

Location: 116 William Atkinson 

Instructor: Alyson Doulos 

Contact Email: doulosalysone@jccmi.edu 

(email is preferred contact method) 

Office Hours: Mon 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. / Tue 

1:00-2:30 p.m. in 248 Bert Walker 

Online: All course info at 

https://jetnet.jccmi.edu/ 

 

Important Notes: 
 

✓ Please use your JC email account when you email me, or I may not receive your message. I 
am very conscientious about returning emails. However, I am not on-call 24/7. I only check my 
email once a day. If you email me after 8:00 p.m., I will not see it until the next afternoon.  
 

✓ I accept NO assignments via email attachments. You must submit a hard copy of 
assignments to me in person.  
 

✓ Any discussion of grades must be handled in person. No emails about grades. 
 

✓ In the case of unforeseen circumstances (weather or other facility contingency, instructor 
illness), I reserve the right to make adjustments to course sessions and to scheduled 
assignments in order to accomplish the objectives and outcomes of this course.  In the case 
of class cancellation, check your JC and email account and JetNet announcements for 
instructions on how to complete and submit coursework.  

Course Description 

This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed. Basic research strategies 
are introduced. An end of the semester portfolio is required.  

Prerequisite(s) 

ENG 085 and ENG 090*  

*You may meet this prerequisite based on your course placement, ACT score or successful college 
coursework. Visit our web site for current assessment options and requirements. 

Course Goals 

This class is going to build upon revisions and compile smaller assignments throughout the semester to 
create a final portfolio about a community of your choosing and at least one issue that is central to the 
people in that community. Ways in which people communicate, their goals, customs and beliefs will be 

https://jetnet.jccmi.edu/


 
critical to daily discussions and your research, and I will introduce material about communities of people 
as examples from which you may draw. 

Course Objectives 

The Board of Trustees has determined that all JC graduates should develop or enhance certain essential 
skills while enrolled in college courses. For ENG 131, GEO #1 is the required outcome: 

 

General Education Outcome 1:  Write clearly, concisely and intelligibly  

At a minimum, students must demonstrate proficiency in academic, professional, and personal 
writing through the knowledge and use of write to learn practices; rhetorical strategies; research 
methodologies; and genre and writing conventions. In order to fulfill this outcome and prepare 
students for careers, the course will focus on the following skills: 

 

Performance Objectives:  In conjunction with GEO #1, the following outcomes refer to the specific 

skills that learners are expected to develop as a result of the instructional process in English 131: 

 

Critical Thinking, Reading, 

and Writing Processes 

Rhetorical Knowledge and 

Conventions 

Electronic Environment 

• Practice active reading 

strategies 

• Identify and 

contextually evaluate 

assumptions, points of 

view, stylistic choices, 

and implications born of 

reasoning 

• Offer formative 

feedback on others 

writing in peer review 

sessions 

• Use genres to navigate 

complex rhetorical 

challenges  

• Distinguish one’s own 

ideas from those of 

others 

• Practice metacognitive 

reflection 

• Use genre specific 

strategies, voice, tone, 

and perspective to 

achieve rhetorical goals 

• Recognize conventions 

of writing distinctive to 

specific disciplines 

• Employ Modern 

Language Association 

(MLA) style in 

academic writing 

• Writing in Plain Style—

simple and direct 

language 

 

 

• Use Microsoft Word to 

compose, revise, and 

save documents 

• Locate research material 

collected from 

electronic sources, 

including library 

databases and other 

electronic networks and 

internet sources 

• Use college learning 

management system 

 

 

 

 



 

Textbook 

• Writing Today (w/ REVEL Access Card and loose pages) by Richard Johnson-Sheehan and 

Charles Paine. Third edition. 2016. ISBN: 9780134217307 

Text Book Zero! This text is available in a digital format. Please see the links posted on our class Jet Net 
site. This text is available to rent or purchase in digital format through the JC Bookstore.  

Extras 

Flash drives or access to Google drive, notebook and pen or pencil. Notes will be posted online, but the 
most important info often occurs verbally, so bring something to take notes with every class period.  

Grading Procedure 

Jackson College’s final grades are based on a 4.0 scale, with 4.0 being Masterful. You must earn a 2.0 in 
this class to earn credit for the class. Less than a 2.0 is considered failing. This means you will need to re-
take the class and pass it before it fulfills pre-requisite requirements for other JC courses or for transfer to 
other colleges and universities. Additionally, you must turn in and pass the final portfolio in order to pass 
the course.  

  

Grade Breakdown 
Attendance and Class Participation: 200 points (20%) 
Much of the work of the course will be done via class discussion, small group work, peer review 
workshops and in-class conferences. Hence, regular attendance is vitally important to your progress as a 
writer and to your grade in the course. There will be regular participation assignments in the first and last 
ten minutes of every class period that comprise your overall participation grade. By definition, 
participation cannot be made up, so late arrival or early departure from class will result in zeroes for those 
assignments. They may not be made up or completed early. 
Additionally, peer review workshops cannot be made up, and polished drafts of essays will not be 
accepted without having gone through an in-class peer review workshop performed by a member of the 
class, so absences on days when peer review workshop will have a severe and negative effect on your 
overall grade. 
For the purposes of this course, an absence will be defined as excused if all the following criteria are met: 

1) The absence is due to verifiable medical emergency, family emergency or a school-sponsored 
event in which you are participating (as a registered member of the team or panel). 

2) You inform me of the absence before class meets. 
3) You provide documentation verifying your situation. 

Any other circumstances, including planned vacations or routine doctor’s appointments, do not qualify as 
excused absences, so any work missed due to such circumstances cannot be made up. You know when 
class meets, so it is up to you to prioritize your school work and your other responsibilities. 
 
Homework and In-Class Assignments: 400 points (40%) 
You will have a variety of in-class and homework assignments to guide you through the writing process 
for each essay. Both homework and in-class assignments must be turned in by you, in person and on time. 
No assignments will be accepted via email or from another student. In-class assignments are due on the 
day they are assigned and cannot be made up except in the case of an excused absence (see attendance 
policy above). Homework due dates will be announced in class and/or posted on JetNet; it is your 
responsibility to be aware of and meet those deadlines. A full letter grade will be deducted for every class 
period that an assignment is late. As such, no work will be accepted if it is more than four class periods 
late.  
 
Final Portfolio:  400 points (40%) 



 

This semester, you will be assigned 3 writing projects, detailed below.  The revised, polished, 
final versions of these essays are included in your Portfolio, and the grade you receive for them 
is 40% of your final grade.  Before you submit them in your Portfolio, you will get feedback 
from both your classmates and me throughout the semester. All essays must be submitted to me 
for comments before they can be included in your Final Portfolio, and only one essay at a time 
can be submitted. I am happy to discuss drafts and outlines in person during office hours, but I 
will only make written comments on polished essays that are complete and have met all the 
appropriate assignment criteria. Due dates for turning in each essay for my comments will be 
provided during the semester. 

PORTFOLIO ASSIGNMENTS  

Essay #1 – Personal Narrative/Memoir 

Students will write a 2-3 page essay that details an event from their own lives and explains how that event 
influenced their interest in their chosen community. 

Goals: Students will practice brainstorming, free-writing, evaluating, sequencing events, and using 
sensory details to illustrate how a memorable life experience or a collection of experiences contributed to 
a possible career choice. Additional practice during this unit: review of paragraphing, run-on sentences, 
comma splices, and fragments. 

Essay #2 – Profile  

Students will write a 3-4 page essay about a member of their community who has had a significant impact 
on their life or the lives of others. The essay will have a clear angle illustrating this impact and include an 
interview w/ either the person being profiled or someone who knows or works with them in order to glean 
supporting anecdotal evidence. In-text citation and Works Cited page required. 

Goals: Students will continue to develop the skills gained during the work of Essay #1. Students will be 
able to critically evaluate Websites and to correctly document both MLA in-text citations for primary and 
secondary sources and a Works Cited page. Additional work during this unit: effective transitions and 
incorporating sources. 

Essay #3 – Research Report  

Students will develop a research question and search for answers in reliable databases and websites. 
Based on the results of their research, students will formulate an informed thesis and write a 4-5 page, 
documented research essay, complete with an annotated bibliography based on and supported by insights 
gained from examining academic sources. 

Goals: Students will continue developing the skills gained during the work of both Essay #1 and #2. 
Students will critically read database articles in order to answer their question and articulate a clear thesis. 
Students will also learn how to evaluate statistics, graphs, and polls. The annotated bibliography will 
include critical summaries of included articles and properly documented information from articles which 
support their thesis. Additional work during this unit: identifying genre conventions across-the-
curriculum, such as proposals, abstracts, reports; “active” reading of secondary sources; and the required 
documentation for these genres, such as MLA, APA, CBE, etc.  

Essay #4 – Portfolio Reflection   

Note: This essay is mandatory but does not count toward the required 10 pages for the Portfolio. This 
essay is used to assess our composition program’s objectives and outcomes.  

Students will write a 1-page (single-spaced) essay that outlines their writing/reading experiences during 
this course and evaluates their learning by addressing the essay prompts. 



 
Goals: Students will be able to concretely explain their growth as a writer/reader/critical thinker over the 
course of the semester, by providing concrete assertions and referencing evidence from their portfolio 
submissions to clearly support their assertions. 

Grading Scale 
 

GPA GRADE 
RANGE 

4.0 92-100% 

3.5 86-91% 

3.0 80-85% 

2.5 75-79% 

2.0 70-74% 

1.5 66-69% 

1.0 60-65% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 

Failure 

Students need to submit a completed Portfolio including the 3 major essays and their required cover pages 

at a 2.0 level or higher in order to complete the course. Even if the student has earned a passing grade up 

until this point, he or she cannot pass without successfully submitting a completed Portfolio.  

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate 

documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 



 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

• Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

• Plagiarism also entails taking words, images, and ideas from other sources, including 

websites, putting them into your own words, and not citing them.  
 

• Academic Honesty in this class further suggests that you complete your own work to the fullest 
extent that you are capable and extends beyond plagiarism to suggest that as a college student, 
you won’t do anything to compromise your own work or another student’s.  Honesty is a 
responsibility of the student in all situations. Failure to act with academic integrity may earn you 
a zero on your work and is at my discretion.   

Course Management 

FERPA: Due to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I am unable to release 
information about your class performance to anyone other than you—including a parent—in person, over 
the phone, or over email. 

 

Dropping this class: Students who want or need to drop this class, must do so soon to have their tuition 
refunded. Check the website, ask a navigator, or speak to me if you have questions.   

 

Withdrawal: Students who would like to drop this class after that deadline may withdraw. Because your 
tuition will not be refunded, speak with me and/or a student success navigator before withdrawing in 
order to attempt to determine the best solution. A W will appear on your transcript and may or may not 
impact your financial aid status.  

 

Incomplete: I do not intend to give out incomplete grades this semester; they tend to not work in the 
student’s best interest of successfully completing the course. However, please speak to me if you have 
any questions about incompletes or you are facing any barriers throughout the semester that may hinder 
your progress, whether they are personal, academic, or professional. I will assist however I can and direct 
you to resources you may find useful.  

 

Technology Policy: Our time together in the classroom is limited and precious, so we must use it as 
effectively as possible. To that end, the use of any non-class related technology (cell phones, tablets, non-
class related websites on a laptop) will result in the loss of participation points for the day.  

Makeup Policy 

See Course Management and Grading Procedure 

Help—Resources for Students  

The Writing Fellows have tutors available to help you with your papers. These are free services available 
to all Jackson College students with tutors who are trained in assisting students with their writing for 
our classes. https://www.jccmi.edu/english/writing-fellows/  

https://www.jccmi.edu/english/writing-fellows/


 
Computers and Printers are available during class time and in the library on the first floor of William 
Atkinson. Please ask if you have questions about these or other services.  

Counseling—Jackson also offers academic and professional counseling; OASIS is a personal counseling 
service free of charge to students and will offer a variety of mental health and substance abuse services. 
https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-center/  

Food Pantry— Students can stop into CSS or TRIO to get assistance with the food pantry or they can e-
mail jcfoodpantry@jccmi.edu to set up an apt. It is anonymous and it is located in JW 181. 

Students with Disabilities –Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations 
in this class are encouraged to contact the office of Learning Support Services at 787-0800, extension 
8270/8553 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester in 
order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate 
accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay 
notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not 
automatically carry over to the next semester. 

https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/ 

Important Dates: Spring 2019 

 
 

DATE EVENT 

SEPT 3, 2019 DAY AND EVENING CLASSES BEGIN 

SEPT 3 – OCT 22, 2019 COURSE DATES 

AUG 28-30, 2019 LEARNING DAYS 

SEPT.17, 2019 IN-SERVICE DAY 

OCT 4, 2019 PATHWAY SHOWCASES DAY 

OCT 24, 2019 GRADES DUE 

Student Responsibilities 

See Grading Procedures 

Calendar 

*Calendar timelines and assignments could be changed based on unexpected events, in which case you 

will be notified ahead of time, both verbally and in writing. Otherwise, you should fully intend to have 

classes and due dates on the date listed below. 

Semester Calendar Overview 

https://www.jccmi.edu/the-oasis-center/
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


 

A detailed monthly calendar will be provided throughout the semester with specific homework 

assignments/due dates, including quizzes. 

Important Note: In the case of instructor illness and unforeseen circumstances, such as weather 
emergencies, I reserve the right to make adjustments to course sessions and to scheduled 
assignments in order to accomplish the objectives and outcomes of this course. 

 

Week 1:  Getting Started  

Final Portfolio Requirements 

  How to Critically Read Academic Texts 

  Introduce Essay #1 (Narrative Essay) 

 

Week 2: Developing a Thesis for Essay #1  

  Purpose/Audience Statement Cover Page 

  Essay #1 Rubric 

  Deconstructing Student Sample Essays 

 

Week 3: Writing Workshop and Peer Review for Essay #1 

Introduction to Essay #2: The Profile Essay 

  Effective Interview Techniques 

  How to Evaluate Websites Using the CRAAP Test 

  Source Approval for Essay #2 

     

Week 4: Writing Workshop and Peer Review for Essay #2 

Introduction to Essay #3: The Research Report 

  Choosing a Topic and Developing an Open-Ended Research Question 

  Navigating Electronic Databases 

Critical Reading Techniques for Academic Texts 

 

Week 5:  MLA In-text Documentation Review 

  MLA Works Cited Review 

  Annotated Bibliography Workshop 

Deconstructing Sample Student Essays 

 



 

Week 6: Essay #3 Rubric 

  Writing Workshop and Peer Review for Essay #3 

  Revision Workshops 

 

Week 7: Final Portfolio Requirements Review  

  Revising Portfolios and Conferences  

  FINAL PORTFOLIO IS DUE 
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