
HIS 125 – AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY

Number of course credits: 3
Class meets: Tuesday and Thursday
Meeting times: 1:00 pm to 3:57 pm
Location: George Potter Center, Room FEDC
Instructor: David Guard
Contact email: guarddavidw@jccmi.edu
Phone:  (517) 980-1475
Office hours: after class or by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course explores the history of African Americans from their origins in Africa through the present
day. This history shows that African Americans have played crucial roles in the making of America
ever since colonists arrived from Europe. At every chapter in United States history, African Americans
have influenced the political, social, economic, and intellectual direction of the nation in significant
ways. As noted historian Benjamin Quarles often observed, African Americans have always contributed
to the United States and will continue to do so because of their ongoing quest for freedom, equality, and
opportunity. 

This course emphasizes the importance of cultural diversity in the shaping of the American experience.
It also focuses on political, social, economic, cultural, and intellectual trends as a means to understand
African American history more fully. 

REQUIRED TEXT

Hine, Hine, and Harrold.  The African-American Odyssey, 6th ed., Combined Volume, Pearson.
Additional materials may be distributed in class.

The book is available at the JC bookstore.  The text is also available as an e-book. If you are interested
contact pearsonetext.com and provide them with the title and edition of the book.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of this course, the successful student will be able to:

1. Understand the political, social, economic, cultural, and intellectual trends in African American  
history from African origins to the present day

2.  Develop analytical skills as a means to study the material
3.  Please key events, individuals, and ideas in historical context
4. Analyze the important  contributions that  African Americans  have given throughout  American  

history
5.  Evaluate African American history within the global context
6.  Understand the historian’s craft and in so doing be able to identify the key interpretive historical
debates

mailto:guarddavidw@jccmi.edu


GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOME

The  primary  General  Education  Outcome for  this  course  is  GEO 7:   Understand  and respect  the
diversity and interdependence of the world’s peoples and cultures.

To achieve this objective, the student will:

 Recognize that African-American history is an integral part of American history.
 Begin to use race as an analytic tool when studying history.
 Identify intellectual, economic and artistic contributions of African-Americans to the United

States from the beginnings of nation building to the twenty-first century.
 Analyze and critique a primary historical document.
 Appreciate how different West African cultures informed unique values, spiritual beliefs and

kinship structure among enslaved African-Americans.

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

Your final grade will be based on two examinations (100 points each), an out of class paper to be
assigned in class (100 points), and two quizzes (50 points each). All written requirements must be
submitted to receive a passing grade in the class. There are no make-ups unless there is an unavoidable
conflict or health-related matter which arises. Approximately one-third of the exam questions will be
based on the reading materials only. Attendance and participation are required throughout the semester.
Please avoid coming to class late or leaving early. The use of cell phones is not permitted in class. 

GRADING SCALE

4.0 = 100-94%                
3.5 = 93-89%
3.0 = 88-82%
2.5 = 81-77%
2.0 = 76-70%
1.5 = 69-65%
1.0  = 64-60%
0.5 = 59-55%
0.0 = 0-54%

STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

The very nature of higher education requires that students adhere to accepted standards of academic
integrity. Therefore, Jackson College has adopted a code of academic conduct which requires students
to produce their own work. Academic cheating includes the following:

1.  Copying from another source without documentation or quotes (plagiarism).
2.  The use of electronic material without authorization.
3.  Falsifying data
4.  Altering graded work
5.  Allowing your work to be submitted by others
6.  Exhibiting other behavior which are generally regarded as unethical



COURSE MANAGEMENT

Students may log into their JetNet account to view an updated syllabus, check their grade, view current
assignments, and access course learning resources.  

HELP AND STUDENT ACCOMMODATIONS

Available learning services or opportunities for students seeking help with their  course work.  May
include information about tutors, learning centers, reserved library materials, open labs,  counseling
services.

Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged
to  contact  the  office  of  Learning  Support  Services  at  787-0800,  extension  8270/8553  as  soon  as
possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS

9-3     Introduction to the course. West African kingdoms, chapter 1

9-5     The Middle Passage; African Americans during the colonial period, chapter 2, 3

9-10    The American Revolution; Black people in a new nation, chapters 4, 5 

9-12    Slavery in the South; free African Americans, chapters 6, 7; QUIZ

9-17    Opposition to slavery and the abolitionist movement, chapters 8, 9

9-19    Tensions leading to sectional conflict; African Americans in the Civil War, and a new birth of
freedom, chapters 10-11

9-24    Reconstruction, chapters 12, 13; MIDTERM EXAMINATION

9-26    The Jim Crow South and African American responses, chapters 14, 15

10-1    Progressivism; African Americans in World War I, and postwar tensions, chapter 16

10-3    The Roaring Twenties and the Harlem Renaissance, chapter 17

10-8    African Americans during the Great Depression, chapters 18, 19; QUIZ

10-10   World War II and its consequences in the United States, chapter 20

10-15   The Modern Civil Rights Movement and Black Nationalism, chapters 21, 22

10-17   African Americans since 1980; the Obama era, chapters 23-24; PAPERS DUE

10-22   FINAL EXAMINATION


