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Course Overview 
Number of Credits:  3 
Day/Time:  Monday/Wednesday  3:00 – 5:57pm 
Location:  Bert Walker Hall, room 210 
 
Instructor:  Brian Ketner 
Office Hours:  By Appointment 
Email:  ketnerbrianm@jccmi.edu 
 
Course Description:  Explore the development of popular music in America with focus on the musical, 
social, and economic influences of commercial music in a historical context. 
 

Course Goals:  To gain an appreciation and understanding of the role of American popular music. To 
recognize specific musical styles, genres, and performers, and to understand the evolution of musical 
elements and styles of American popular music. To increase understanding of American cultural history 
by studying the influence of popular music. 
 
Textbook:  Popular Music in America: The Beat Goes On, 5th Edition, Michael Campbell. 
(Text Book Zero - The textbook is available in a digital format and may be purchased in the bookstore.) 
 
 
 

Assignments 
 
Take-Home Assignments:  There will be four take-home assignments covering various chapters in the 
textbook, to be answered based on the reading. 
 
Listening Journal:  Along with each take-home assignment, students will select 4 music examples to 
listen to and write out their observations.  Observations will be based on topics discussed in class.  
 
Paper:  Students will write a paper about a specific band or musical artist of their choosing. The paper 
will discuss the development of their career, the style/genre of music they play, and other ideas related 
to the topics discussed in class. Students may choose a band/artist discussed in the book, or another 
band/artist who falls under the category of American popular music. 
 
 

***Note: Plagiarism (copying material directly from sources) will not be tolerated and will result 
in a zero on your paper. Please use your own thoughts.*** 
 
 

 
 



 
Expectations 
 

- Students are expected to be considerate and respectful to others.  Please arrive prepared and 
on time.  There will be a sign in sheet each class, and students are expected to stay until 
dismissed. 
Arriving late and leaving early is extremely disruptive. Excessive disruptions will negatively 
affect your final grade.  
***Please speak with the instructor in advance about any extenuating circumstances.*** 

 
- Cell phones are to be turned off and put away during class. 

Laptops/tablets may only be used for note taking.  
 

- In-class discussion is highly encouraged. Please feel free to raise your hand if you have any 
questions or thoughts. 

 
- Assignments will not be accepted past the given due date except in case of extenuating 

circumstances. 
 

- While listening to examples in class, students are expected to listen attentively. Students are not 
to use listening time as break time (no getting up for drinks or to use the restroom, etc.). 

 
 

Grading Scale    Grading 
94-100  =  4.0    Assignments: 40% 
89-93  =  3.5    Journal:  40% 
84-88  =  3.0    Paper:  20% 
78-83 =  2.5 
72-77  =  2.0 
66-71  =  1.5    Attendance 
60-65  =  1.0    3 absences = Final Grade lowered by one level 
55-59 =  0.5              (4.0 to 3.5, 3.5 to 3.0, etc.) 
< 55  = 0.0    Arriving late or leaving early without an excuse 

      counts as an absence. 
 
 

Calendar 
 
Weeks 1-4: Units 1-10 
Important Dates: 3/27 – Assignment #1 and Journal #1 Due 
   4/8 – Assignment #2 and Journal #2 Due 
    
    
Weeks 4-7: Units 11-20 
Important Dates: 4/17 – Assignment #3 and Journal #3 Due 
   4/24 – Paper Due 

4/29 – Assignment #4, Journal #4 Due 
 
 
This syllabus is not a contract.  The instructor reserves the right to modify it if needed. 


