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Syllabus for English 247  Poetry and Drama  Summer 2020

Instructor:  Mort Cohn   
  
Course Texts:  Poetry:  An Introduction (Michael Meyer) ISBN-10: 0312539193

The Compact Bedford Introduction to Drama (Lee Jacobus) ISBN:145760633X

Course Description
“Students are introduced to lyric and dramatic genres.  This course emphasizes understanding, 
appreciation, and enjoyment of poetry and theater as language performances and literary forms.  
Selections for study are chosen from English and American literature as well as world literature 
in translation.”  This is from the college course catalog—and about covers it, as far as I’m 
concerned.  We will be experiencing some of the most powerful and relevant forms of creative 
writing produced by our culture, and more importantly, developing a vocabulary for discussing 
and understanding these works.

Workload and Grading
Class participation will account for 30 percent of your semester grade (and will be determined 
by interactions on JPAY and the colloquium). The formal paper at the end of term will receive 
a letter grade and constitute three to five pages of academic writing--and 20 percent of your 
semester grade.  The formal paper will need to include complete academic notation where 
appropriate.  (We’ll discuss this.)

There will be in-class midterm and final exams, each worth 20 percent.  In addition, you will 
be required to keep an informal academic journal during the time you take the course.  The 
journal can be typed or hand-written and should comment on your academic work, your life, or 
the world-at-large, whatever you are interested in, as long as it represents your best prose.  This 
will provide an additional resource during the composing process.  At the end of the semester it 
should comprise at least 30 pages of prose (approx. 250 words per page--single spaced if 
written, double spaced if typed with one-inch margins all around) and will be worth ten 
percent.

Another important part of the class will be the colloquium.  Each student will choose a specific 
time to present materials and lead discussion--and essentially take an active role in teaching an 
aspect of the texts or on a relevant topic of your own choice.  After we get under way, one or 
two students will present colloquia at the end of each session.  While your performance here 
cannot hurt your participation grade, an excellent performance will certainly help.  The 
colloquium is important because it fosters a sense of responsibility that a simple discussion 
cannot.  We are better readers and writers when given the additional task of presenting material 
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or leading discussion.

Below is the breakdown.

Academic journal 10%
Formal paper 20%
Participation 30%
Midterm exam 20%
Final exam 20%

Total 100
 

I will generate a detailed work schedule in the days ahead, so perhaps keep in mind some dates 
when you might wish to participate in a colloquium.

Course Objectives
By the end of the semester, students should achieve the following outcomes:

ADO 1—Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly at the Developing Level
ADO 6—Understanding and appreciating aesthetic experience and artistic creativity.

Student Responsibilities
*As I've pointed out, you will be responsible for submitting all assignments on deadline.  I will 
not be grading late papers.  If you cannot attend a class, make sure your paper does. 
*Your attendance in the class is mandatory.  With three class absences your semester grade 
will be reduced one full letter grade.  Upon reaching four absences, the equivalent of a month 
of class, you will receive a failing mark.  (See the last page on attendance and participation.)  
*Students are required to submit only their original prose written during this semester.  
*Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in the class.  Plagiarism or cheating 
will result in either a failing grade or outright expulsion from the program.   We’ll discuss this.

If any problems arise during the semester, please get in touch with me as soon as possible.
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Signature Page for ENG 247

I understand that there is an attendance policy for this course that permits for two absences—
the equivalent of two weeks’ worth of class--without penalty, but that reduces a student’s 
semester grade by one letter grade for a third absence and fails a student for four absences, 
without exception.__________

I understand what plagiarism is and that there is a policy of academic honesty at Jackson 
College that does not permit plagiarism or cheating of any kind.  A breach of this policy can 
result in a failing mark on a single paper, for the class as a whole, or even expulsion from the 
college.__________

This syllabus contains information on the policies of the course.  I have read it, understand it, 
and have been duly informed of those actions which directly affect my grade.  I understand that 
without adequate attendance, or by committing a breach in the college policy on academic 
honesty, I will receive a failing mark.________ 

Printed Name___________________________________      

Date________________________

Signature______________________________________


