
Interpersonal Communication (COM 240) 

 

 

Term: Summer Semester 2020; Lakeland Correctional Facility (Correspondence) 

 

Instructor: Dr. Robert Bruno, brunorobert@jccmi.edu 

 

Text: Interpersonal Messages: Communication and Relationship Skills, Joseph A. DeVito. 

3rd/4th Edition 

 

Course Description: Students will learn to improve communication in one-on-one and small 

group situations. In this course, students will examine basic verbal and nonverbal elements 

affecting communication between individuals in family, peer group and work scenarios. Specific 

units of discussion include intrapersonal perspective, conflict resolution, self-disclosure, 

intercultural messages, and nonverbal communication. Prerequisites: ENG 085 and ENG 090. 

 

General Education Outcomes: JC’s general education requirements are designed to ensure 

breadth and depth of knowledge, and they are met through carefully designed programs of study. 

Programs of study help students meet these goals by addressing each of the skill areas identified 

in the General Education Outcomes (GEO). Each of JC’s courses are reviewed, and assessment 

is required to be considered for GEO standards. These are the skills that the Jackson College 

Board of Trustees has determined students should develop or enhance while enrolled in the 

College.  

 

The General Education Outcomes are:  

 

1. Write clearly, concisely and intelligibly.  

2. Speak clearly, concisely and intelligibly.  

3. Demonstrate computational skills and mathematical reasoning.  

4. Demonstrate scientific reasoning.  

5. Understand human behavior and social systems, and the principles which govern them.  

6. Understand and appreciate aesthetic experience and artistic creativity.  

7. Understand and respect the diversity and interdependence of the world’s peoples and cultures.  

 

In conjunction with these GEOs, the College also has identified three Essential Competencies 

(ECs) that span all pathway areas:  

 

1. Think critically and act responsibly.  

2. Work productively with others, recognizing individual contributions to group success.  

3. Exhibit technological literacy.  

 

COM 240 fulfills GEO 2 COM 240 assignments and activities are designed to strengthen EOs 1 

and 2. 

  



Activities/Assignments/Assessments 

 

 

Readings 

 

There are required readings every week, mostly chapters from the text but also some additional 

readings provided by the instructor (in packet). 

 

Class Assignments 

 

Regular in-class assignments will take place on non-lecture days, and possibly after lecture. 

 

Quizzes 

 

There will be 10 10-point multiple-choice quizzes on chapter readings/lectures on non-lecture 

days. 

 

Term Paper 

 

Students will choose a concept (or more than one) from the text and apply it to something in their 

own lives.  More instructions to follow separately in course packet. 

 

Final Exam 

 

There will be a cumulative exam (question type TBD) worth 100 points on the last day of class. 

 

Discussions or Term Paper Peer Review (TBD) 

 

This is To Be Determined depending on what’s possible this term. 

 

 

Activities/Assignments (10)  100 

Quizzes (10)    100 

Discussions/Peer Review    50 

Term Paper    150 

Final Exam    100 

     500 

 

Grading Scale 

 

95% to 100% = 4.0   70% to 74% = 2.0  

90% to 94% = 3.5   65% to 69% = 1.5  

82% to 89% = 3.0   60% to 64% = 1.0  

75% to 81% = 2.5   55% to 59% = 0.5  

54% and Below = 0.0 

 



Course Schedule 

 

___________________________________Week 1____________________________________ 

 

Monday:  Read Ch. 1, Lecture Video 1 

Wednesday:  Assignment 1, Quiz 1 

Friday:  Read Ch. 2, Lecture Video 2 

 

___________________________________Week 2____________________________________ 

 

Mon:  Assignment 2, Quiz 2 

Wed:  Read Ch. 3, Lecture Video 3 

Fri:  Assignment 3, Quiz 3 

 

___________________________________Week 3____________________________________ 

 

Mon:  Read Ch. 4, Lecture Video 4 

Wed:  Assignment 4, Quiz 4 

Fri:  Read Ch. 5, Lecture Video 5 

 

___________________________________Week 4____________________________________ 

 

Mon:  Assignment 5, Quiz 5 

Wed:  Read Ch. 6, Lecture Video 6 

Fri:  Assignment 6, Quiz 6 

 

___________________________________Week 5____________________________________ 

 

Mon:  Read Ch. 7, Lecture Video 7 

Wed:  Assignment 7, Quiz 7 

Fri:  Read Ch. 8, Lecture Video 8 

 

___________________________________Week 6____________________________________ 

 

Mon:  Assignment 8, Quiz 8 

Wed:  Read Ch. 9, Lecture Video 9 

Fri:  Assignment 9, Quiz 9 

 

___________________________________Week 7____________________________________ 

 

Mon:  Read Ch. 10, Lecture Video 10 

Wed:  Assignment 10, Quiz 10 

Fri:  Read Ch. 11, Lecture Video 11, Final Exam, Term Paper due 



Additional Course Policies 

 

Engagement: (To be revised) Since most of our time will be spent exploring concepts in class, it 

is imperative that you attend each class session for the full class period. At the beginning of 

every class, I’ll pass around a sign-in sheet. It is your responsibility to sign the sheet before the 

end of class. You’ll receive engagement credit for attending class (10 points each class period) 

only if your signature appears on the sheet. If your signature doesn’t appear on the sign-in sheet, 

you will not get engagement points for that class. In compliance with Federal Title IV funding 

requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be taking and submitting attendance every day 

of class to assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations. Missing class may 

result in you being withdrawn from the course. Being withdrawn from a course can have an 

impact on financial aid, billing, and program eligibility. I’ll consider extenuating circumstances 

for absences only if you submit a call-out to me the following week that shows a higher priority 

call-out for that night of class. This policy is non-negotiable. Please also note that if you have a 

conflicting/overlapping call-out for another class or program, you must choose either to remain 

in this course or to remain in the other class. You cannot come late or leave early to 

accommodate another regularly scheduled call-out. 

 

Extra Credit: There are no opportunities for extra credit.  

 

Late Assignments: My policy is to not accept late assignments. If extenuating circumstances 

prevent you from completing an assignment when due, please see me and we'll discuss whether 

this policy will be modified. I'll make decisions on a case-by-case basis.  

 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism: I expect that all of the work you complete for this class with be 

your own work and that you will give credit for any work that is not your own. Plagiarism and 

other forms of academic dishonesty, whether intentional or unintentional, can result in a grade of 

zero (0) for an assignment, for an assignment that relies on plagiarized information, and/or for 

your final course grade, in addition to other repercussions. Plagiarism is defined as the failure to 

give credit for the use of material from outside sources.  

 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: • Submitting other’s work as your own • Using data, 

illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate 

documentation • Reusing significant, identical, or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior 

work without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-

plagiarism  

 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to: • Plagiarizing in any form • Using notes/books/electronic 

material without authorization • Copying • Submitting others’ work as your own or submitting 

your work for others • Altering graded work • Falsifying data • Exhibiting other behaviors 

generally considered unethical • Allowing your work to be submitted by others 


