
   

Writing Experience II 

ENG 132.I52 

WN 2020 

 

Number of Credits: 3 

Days Class Meets: Online 

Meeting Times: Course materials will be posted 

weekly on Sunday by 5:00pm 

Location/Venue: JetNet Online Classroom  

Instructor: Nina Knight  

Contact Phone: 989-444-9094 

Contact Email: knightninam@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: Daily 9-3 

 

Course Description 

This is an intensive writing course. Analytical and persuasive modes are stressed. Advanced research 
writing strategies are used. Database and primary research methods are emphasized. An end-of-the-
semester electronic portfolio is required.  

 

Prerequisite(s) 

ENG 131 

Course Goals 

As a continuation of the writing instruction and practice begun in ENG 131, English 132 emphasizes 

critical thinking, academic research, and forms of writing useful to academic, professional, and personal 

life.  Required units of study include argumentation, analysis, and annotation. Learners should expect to 

achieve proficiency with Modern Language Association (MLA) style and conventions.  The course 

requires participation in discussions, course activities, and guided peer review.  Standard English 

grammar and structures are requisite skills in this course.   

Overview 

This course is going to be a writing-intensive course where we will discuss various composition strategies 

more in depth.  There will be a research-based argumentation paper, an analysis paper, an analytical 

annotated bibliography, a reflective essay, and a formal presentation.  Additionally, there will be 

homework assignments, and group discussion boards.  As a seven-week course, you can expect this to 

be very intense, so please plan accordingly.  We cover the same amount of material but in half the time of 

a 14-week course, so you will be expected to do a lot of reading, writing, and researching, approximately 

12 to 18 hours of work a week. 



   

Course Objectives 

The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes (GEOs) established 

by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year 

colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve. GEOs guarantee 

students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in 

many certification programs. The GEOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the 

following: 

 
General Education Outcome 1 (GEO1) 

In collaboration with JC’s General Education Committee, the composition faculty adopted writing 

“clearly, concisely, and intelligibly” as defined in GEO 1.  With this core competency, students will 

“demonstrate core competency in academic, professional, and personal writing through the 

knowledge and use of write to learn practices, rhetorical strategies, research methodologies and 

genre conventions.” These competencies are further articulated in the chart below: 

 

GEO 1: Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly 

Outcomes The Student 

Process ● Uses parts of the recursive process in writing, which may include pre-writing, 

drafting, revising, editing. 

● Evaluates sources when used. 

Rhetorical Situation: 

Purpose, Audience 

● Demonstrates appropriate purpose and audience for context. 

Organization and 

Development 

● Demonstrates functional organizational structure appropriate to genre; 

● Provides examples and details that support ideas and content; appropriate to 

genre. 

Meaning/ 

Understanding 

● Researches and writes for further understanding and additional knowledge. 

● Employs write to learn methods through reflective writing and research for further 

understanding and additional knowledge. 



   

Use of Sources and 

Documentation 

● Demonstrates ability to find and evaluate credible sources. 

● Demonstrates correct documentation of sources when appropriate. 

Conventional 

Grammar and 

Sentence Structures 

● Correctly uses grammar and mechanics. 

● Demonstrates clear meaning. 

 

 
Learning Objectives:  Correlating with and extending GEO 1, these outcomes refer to the actions, 

feelings, and thoughts learners are expected to develop as a result of the instructional process in English 

132:  

Critical Thinking, Reading, and 

Writing Processes 

Rhetorical Knowledge and 

Conventions 

Electronic Environment  

• Demonstrate and 

employ proficiency in 

active reading strategies 

• Identify and contextually 
evaluate assumptions, 
points of view, stylistic 
choices, and 
implications born of 
reasoning 

• Conduct primary and 
secondary research 

• Evaluate source 
reliability 

• Recognize academic 

writing as a social, 

political, and/or 

informative act between 

writer and reader 

• Synthesize ideas and 
integrate sources 

• Offer formative 
feedback in peer review 
sessions 

• Engage metacognitive 
reflection 

• Understand the 
differences between 
discipline specific writing 
genres 

• Acknowledge other 
writers’ perspectives 

• Recognize and employ 
ethos, logos, pathos 
and other rhetorical 
topoi in written 
communication 

• Modern Language 
Association (MLA) style 
in academic research 
and writing 

 

• Use technology to 

deliver information in 

multi-modal forms 

• Locate, evaluate, 

organize, and use 

research material 

collected from electronic 

sources, including 

scholarly library 

databases; other official 

databases (e.g., federal 

government databases); 

and informal electronic 

networks and internet 

sources 

• Demonstrate how to 

engage in the electronic 

research and 

composition process 

common in particular 

fields 

 

 

Textbook (chose appropriate options below) 

• The Cengage Guide to Research Third Edition/ The Well-Crafted Argument Sixth Editon  



   

Text Book Zero! This text is available in a digital format. Please see the links posted on our class 

Jet Net site. This text is available to rent or purchase in digital format through the JC Bookstore. 

Extras 

Computer with internet access.  

Grading Procedure 

Grades will be kept on JetNet.  Feedback will be given in the form of grades.  Additional comments will be 

posted on JetNet or emailed to students when applicable. Students are expected to check the gradebook 

regularly and to let me know if they have any questions.  

Grading Scale 
 

GPA GRADE RANGE 

4.0 94-100% 

3.5 89-93% 

3.0 84-88% 

2.5 78-83% 

2.0 72-77% 

1.5 66-71% 

1.0 60-65% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 

 

 

 

Grading: 

Discussion Boards = 60 

Quizzes & Homework = 20 

Peer Reviews = 50 

Major Essays 

Annotated Bibliography = 20 

Analysis Bibliography = 30 

Argumentative Paper = 60 

Reflection Paper = 30 

E-portfolio = 80 

Course Total = 350 



   

Failure 

Students may fail the course for the following reasons:  

 Missing two weeks of class 

 Failure to complete a final portfolio 

 Failure to complete the curriculum requirements of the course 

 Not turning in all four major papers (Analysis, Argumentation, Annotated Bibliography, 
Reflection) before the submission deadlines.  

 Not completing peer reviews.  

 Plagiarizing or any form of academic dishonesty  

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work 

and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without 

authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our 

educational mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College 

is fully committed to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with 



   

disabilities. We are currently working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in 

order to meet or exceed the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For 

more information about Jackson College’s efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson 

College accessibility web page. 

 

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success 

at JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity 

to achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson 

College students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, 

temporary assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the 

individual needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal 

access to all programs and facilities. 

Course Management 

• Withdraw: After the add/drop period, a student may withdraw from a course in accordance 

with the dates published in e-services. 

• Incomplete Policy: In accordance with JCC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued 

to students who have demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at 

the time of an extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the class. 

Documentation validating the circumstance may be required. 

Makeup Policy 

If you miss a class, please email me right away so we can discuss what you missed.  Online courses 

involve a lot of work and it can be difficult to catch up if you are behind.  Participation points are lost with 

any missed discussion board post; one day’s participation points will therefore be dropped.  On JetNet, 

you will find the due dates for all papers and homework assignments.  

Help 

Instructor Support: My job is to help you. Please email me immediately if you are confused or if you need 

help. Do not struggle alone.  

Center for Student Success (CSS) Tutors can be accessed through the Big Blue Button. For more 

information about the CSS, see the link below. It is important to contact a Center for Student Success 

professional prior to the start of the semester to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/


   

will make every effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the 

start of the semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. 

Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester. 

Academic Advising 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester 

in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to 

coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the 

semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. 

Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester. Please e-mail 

JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page 

Student Responsibilities 

Participation in discussion boards is mandatory and is an expectation built into this course.  Every 

student will be expected to keep up with the reading and homework assignments.  Be sure to 

complete all assigned homework on time. Your JC email will be the primary way I will communicate 

with you outside of class; however, I can be reached via Skype, Zoom, Google Hangouts, and the 

number listed above. I suggest you check your JC email daily!  If you don’t use JC as your primary 

email, please have your JC email forwarded to your primary account so that you can get any class 

announcements.  All assignments need to be posted to JetNet in the format specified or they will be 

given a zero.  Late papers will be accepted one week after the due date for a deduction in points. 

You are still expected to post your work on time.  (Email me right away if extenuating circumstances 

prevent this from happening). 

mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


   

Attendance- Participation Policy 

For online sections:  

Just as in a traditional classroom course, regular class participation and keeping up on the reading 
and assignments is strongly correlated with survival in college. It is my recommendation that you 
plan to do your assignments and take your exams BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems 
occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be 
monitoring student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout 
the term to assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is imperative that you 
log in to the course and actively participate within the first couple days of the term to validate your 
enrollment in the course. After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being 
withdrawn from the course. Being withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, 
billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status. As a college student you are responsible for how your 
participation impacts your academic progress; the accountability lies with you. 

Caveat 

This course schedule and syllabus are subject to change. Course work and materials will be posted on 

JetNet weekly on Sunday by 5:00pm. 

Calendar  

*Calendar timelines and assignments are an approximation and could be changed. 

WEEK # DATE TOPIC HOMEWORK 

1 June 8 Intro & Begin Research  

2 June 15 Annotated Bibliography  

3 June 22 Expository Essay   

4 June 29 Analysis Bibliography  

5 July 6 Argument Essay   

6 July 13 Reflection Essay   

7 July 20 Final Exams Due  

 

 

 

Mrs. Knight Specific Course Policies 

Attendance Policy and Course Rules  

• If you do not access our course for one week, and I do not receive and correspondence, you 
may be dropped from this course.    



   

Late Work  

• Discussion Boards cannot be made up.  

• Quizzes cannot be opened once the deadline has passed. 

• Essays will be accepted one week after the due date. Each class period your essay is late 
will have points deducted.   

   

Technology Policies 

The use of technology is a requirement for this course. Please keep in mind that technical 
failures are not an excuse for late or missing work. Please use the following tips below to help 
avoid issues with technology.   

• Do not procrastinate! You are given ample time to complete homework, and projects. Start 
early to avoid problems with technology.   

• Save everything to a memory stick or to a cloud-based server such as Google Drive, Dropbox 
or iCloud.  

• Use a program that campus computers can open; use the “Save As” option and save your 
document in multiple versions – such as “Word Document” or “Rich Text Format” or Word 
2007. You can save all work as the earlier version (Word 97-2003) or as .rtf (some formatting 
may be lost)  

• E-mail a copy of your work to your JCC account or another internet-based e-mail service – 
either as an attachment or in the body of the e-mail, or both. Some formatting may be lost in 
the body of the e-mail, but it’s better than nothing. This way, you can get a copy of the work 
wherever you can access the Internet.  

Peer Review Days: 

These are extremely important in the writing process and in building trust within the community 
we establish in this class.  

• Students are required to share their work with others in the class. 

• Students cannot opt out of peer review 

Ethics Policy: 

It is my role as instructor to create a safe online environment that is open to the exchange of 
ideas and viewpoints. I respect the varying viewpoints of each individual and welcome the 
diversity of discussion that this can create in keeping with the purposes of this course. I expect 
you to show a similar level of respect to your peers. Blatant bashing will not be tolerated, 
although I will make attempts to assist you in finding appropriate methods for expressing your 
views and encourage you to assist one another in this task as well. If you feel in any way 
threatened by activities on the JetNet forum, I encourage you to bring it up immediately.  

Plagiarism/Cheating: 

The JCC Student Handbook outlines plagiarism and the consequences for such academic 
dishonesty. You should familiarize yourself with this policy, as you will be held accountable to 
it. 

Student/Instructor Correspondence:  

Casually drafted e-mails will be deleted without a response! (Example: hey nina did we do 
anything today.) As a professional in an academic field, students will conduct themselves 
accordingly. This will also help you practice your formal writing skills.  

Preferred Name/Specific Pronoun: 

• If you have a preferred first name and/or specific gender pronouns you would like me 
to use (whether the traditional pronouns of she/her/hers or he/him/his, or alternative, 
non-binary pronouns such as they/them/theirs, ey/em/eirs, or zie/zim/zirs), please let 
me know.   



   

Syllabus Revision/Instructor Prerogative:  

• I retain the right to modify this syllabus and any of its terms as appropriate throughout 
the semester. This right, however, is limited to practical necessities (schedule, 
assignments, etc.) and legal or institutional requirements that supersede this syllabus 
as a contract. Student feedback will also be taken into consideration. Students will be 
notified of any change to the syllabus.  

English 132 

The Portfolio: An Overview 

JC’s Department of Language, Literature and Arts has implemented the portfolio as an assessment tool 

for all ENG 090, 131, and 132 courses. Please read the following information about the portfolio: 

• Every writing student at JCC must submit a portfolio, consisting of a variety of revised papers 

completed this semester that best demonstrate competency in skills and strategies appropriate to the 

course in which you are enrolled. 

• The portfolio is worth 35% of your total course grade. See your course syllabus for grading 

information. 

• Your instructor will evaluate your portfolio and offer comments on the strengths and weaknesses of 

your work. 

• Successful portfolios contain papers that have undergone serious revision. The portfolio reflects the 

culmination of your semester’s work and should show evidence of careful revision and editing. 

• Your portfolio will be evaluated holistically; your instructor will give feedback on your overall work. 

See the back of this sheet for departmental descriptions of good writing. 

The Portfolio Contains: 

• Polished essays written over the course of the semester: 12 pages minimum not including, 

metacognitive reflection, title pages, works cited pages. All essays in the portfolio must be a minimum 

of three full pages, not including title and works cited pages. Research-based essays must be at least 

five full pages. 

o You must include the research project: Rhetorical Analysis Essay; Argument Essay. 

o You may include either or both of the Reflective and/or Evaluative essays. This decision is yours 

and based on what you want your reader to see in terms of your proficiency and growth as a 

writer. The decision may also be determined by minimum page requirements. 

• A one-page metacognitive reflection on your growth as a writer in this class. This is a separate essay, 

one-page minimum reflecting on you as a writer: what you have experienced and learned as a writer 

in this class. Claims should be supported by evidence from your writing process, essays, and course 

materials. See the metacognitive reflective essay instructions in this assignment book 

This portfolio must be uploaded as one, correctly formatted document. 

Portfolio Requirements 

Your composition portfolio demonstrates your growth over the period of the class. The portfolio consists 

of twelve pages of your best academic writing, completed in this class and the reflective letter. 



   

This portfolio focuses on skills such as critical thinking, stylistic competency in the assigned modes, 

understanding of the rhetorical situation, and mechanical competency. 

Since we are an on-line class, you will upload your papers to the portfolio assignment file. These should 

be one document, organized as follows: 

• 12 full pages, not including title, works cited pages, and the metacognitive reflection 

• The portfolio must include the research project: the rhetorical analysis and the argument essay. 

• Include a cover sheet for the entire portfolio listing your name, course and section number, and 

instructor’s name. 

• Place your metacognitive reflection essay after the cover page.   

• Although MLA does not require title pages, you must include a title page for each essay in the 

portfolio. List the title of the essay and a brief description of your purpose or reasons for writing and 

the audience or intended readers you imagine for it. 

• Essays must be at least 3 full pages to be included in the portfolio.  

• Research-based essays must be at least 5 full pages to be included in the portfolio. 

• Double-space, 12-point font, with one-inch margins on all sides. 

• Put your name and page number in the upper right-hand corner of each page. Use the header 

function in Microsoft Word to accomplish this. 

• When you use source materials, follow MLA Guidelines for documentation and citation. Specifically, 

you must include parenthetical citation and a Works Cited page.   

• Each paper will have a title page with the following information: 

TITLE OF PAPER 

AUDIENCE IDENTIFICATION 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE This statement should include an indication of the assigned 

genre: reflective, evaluative rhetorical analysis, argument, 

For example: 

This essay will argue ______________. (Argument) 

This essay will analyze______________. (Analysis) 

This essay will employ the following criteria to evaluate ______________________.  (Evaluate) 

This reflective essay will explore _____________________. (Reflective) 

  

Metacognitive Reflective Essay  

A metacognitive / reflective essay--a summary statement providing an overview of the essays in your 

portfolio and your experiences as a writer in this class-- must accompany your portfolio. 

This essay promotes your thinking about your writing and writing process. Please follow directions 

carefully and completely. This letter will be shared with other Jackson College composition instructors. 



   

Formatting 

• 1 page no more, no less (at least 300 words). 

• Single spaced 

• 1-inch margins 

• Twelve Point Font: Times, Arial, Calibri, Verdana 

This is your opportunity to “frame” the quality of the different experiences and papers in your portfolio and 

explain how they add up to a single, comprehensive picture of your performance as a writer. 

In your essay, you will reflect on your growth as a writer in this class. Use the strategies for writing a 

reflective essay that we studied in Unit 2. 

Address the following areas in your essay: 

• Introduction:  This should set the context for the essay. Include the course number (132) and a 

summary of your community, and the papers you wrote in relation to that community. Your 

introduction will need a thesis that makes a claim about your growth as a writer in terms of writing 

process, rhetorical situation (audience and purpose), genres, research strategies, and collaboration 

with peers. 

• Body: 

o The subjects of your papers and why you chose them. 

o Identify and explain any positive changes or developments you have noticed in your writing 

processes over the course of the semester.  A good way to explain this is to reflect on how 

engaging process influenced your final papers. Pay attention to how you revise by comparing the 

original, early drafts of your essays to the final drafts for your Portfolio. Briefly explain where one 

would see evidence of the positive changes in the Portfolio Writings. Be specific. 

o Explain how any of the writing and homework assignments, textbook, and in-class individual and 

group activities contributed to these positive changes. 

o Identify what has not changed or developed in your writing over the course of the semester and 

be sure to explain what or whom you think might be responsible for your growth. 

o English 132 course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes 

(GEOs). The GEOs addressed in composition courses are outlined in the course syllabus. They 

are: 

GEO #1: Writing clearly, concisely, and intelligibly 

Explain how you have fulfilled both ADOs. Provide brief examples and evidence from your work 

this semester. Think about your participation in collaborative writers’ groups. Did participating in 

discussions about your writing and serving as a peer editor strengthen your skills as a writer?  

• Conclusion: 

o Summarize the above points and explain what you feel you have accomplished as a group 

member, a writer, and a college student in this class 



   

o Include the most important thing you have learned about writing this semester—or about yourself 

as a writer. 

o Be specific and thoughtful. 

  



   

Portfolio Rubric 

This intensive writing course focuses on analysis, argumentation, and academic research processes and 

strategies. Modern Language Association formatting is required for all formal papers. A research paper is 

required using MLA parenthetical and Works Cited format. Research papers must be at least five pages 

in length with a minimum of five different sources. 

Portfolio Grading and Feedback Form 

Grades 4 3 2 1 0  

Genre Review and 
Engagement 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Introduction/Thesis 

  
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

  

Evidence: 

Development of 
Claims.   

Analyzing and 
Integrating 
Sourced 
Information  

 

  

  

  

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

MLA Citation, and 
Documentation 

    

 
 

  

Organization  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

Rhetorical 
Situation 

  

  

  
 

 

 
 

  

  

 

  

Vocabulary, 
Mechanics, and 
Punctuation 

  

.       

Final Reflective 
Essay    

  

 

  

 

    

Deductions Fewer than full 12 pages:   -0.5 

Fewer than 10 full pages:    - 1.0 

  



   

Missing or disconnected audience/purpose statements    -0.5 

Lack of variety    -0.5 

Essay demonstrating academic research with less than 5 
pages     -0.5 

Essay demonstrating academic research with less than 5 
sources:    -1. 

Grounds for 
Failure 

Failure to include a research paper results in 0.0 for the portfolio. 

Plagiarism results in a 0.0 for the portfolio 

  

Portfolio 
Comments 

& Total Points 

  

 

  

ENG 132 Portfolio Rubric  

For instructional purposes 

Categories 4.0 = 
Masterful 

  

3.0 = 
Skilled 

  

2.0 = 
Competent 

  

1.0 = 
Unsatisfactory 

0.0 = 
Poor 

Poi
nts 

GRADES 4.0, 
3.0, 2.0 

SATISFY 
EDUCATIONA

L AND 
ASSOCIATE 

DEGREE 
OUTCOMES 1 
(ADO 1) & 7 

(ADO 7) 

FOR ENGLISH 
132 

  

  

Demonstrates 
masterful 
ability to write 
clearly, 
concisely, and 
intelligibly 
(ADO 1) 

Demonstrates 
masterful 
critical thinking 
through 
questioning, 
interpreting, 
analyzing, 
evaluating, 
inferring from 
and 
synthesizing 
information to 
solve 
problems in a 
variety of 
settings (ADO 
7) 

  

Demonstra
tes skilled 
ability to 
write 
clearly, 
concisely, 
and 
intelligibly 
(ADO 1)  

Demonstra
tes 
skilled criti
cal thinking 
through 
questionin
g, 
interpreting
, analyzing, 
evaluating, 
inferring 
from and 
synthesizin
g 
information 
to solve 
problems 
in a variety 

Demonstrat
es 
competent 
ability to 
write clearly, 
concisely, 
and 
intelligibly 
(ADO 1) 

Demonstrat
es 
competent 
critical 
thinking 
through 
questioning, 
interpreting, 
analyzing, 
evaluating, 
inferring 
from and 
synthesizing 
information 
to solve 
problems in 
a variety of 

Demonstrates 
unsatisfactory 
ability to write 
clearly, 
concisely, and 
intelligibly (ADO 
1)  

Demonstrates 
unsatisfactory 
ability to 
critically think 
(ADO 7) 

  

Fails to 
demonstr
ate ability 
to write 
clearly, 
concisely, 
and 
intelligibly 
(ADO1  

Fails to 
demonstr
ate ability 
to 
critically 
think 
(ADO 7) 

  

  



   

of settings 
(ADO 7) 

  

settings 
(ADO 7) 

Genre Review 
and 
Engagement 

  

Evidences 
engagement of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or mixed 
genres. 

  

  

 (4)  

Masterful 
engagement 
of analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or mixed 
genres. 

Uses genres 
to navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

  

  

 (3)  

Skilled 
engageme
nt of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or 
mixed 
genres. 

Uses 
genres to 
navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

  

  

  

 (2)  

Competent 
engagement 
of analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or 
mixed 
genres. 

 Uses 
genres to 
navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

  

  

  

(1)   

Unsatisfactory 
engagement of 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective and/or 
mixed genres. 

Unsuccessful 
use of genres to 
navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenges. 

(0)  

Fails to 
engage 
analytical, 
argument, 
reflective 
and/or 
mixed 
genres 
effectively
.  

Fails to 
use 
genres to 
navigate 
complex 
rhetorical 
challenge
s. 

  

Introduction/T
hesis 

  

Introductions 
appropriate to 
genre hook 
reader 
interest, focus 
on subject, 
establish 
backgrounds/c
ontexts, and 
forecast 
content and 
organization. 

  

Essays offer 
identifiable 
clear, specific 
theses 
appropriate to 
genre, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

(4)  

Masterful 
introductions 
appropriate to 
genre hook 
reader 
interest, focus 
on subject, 
establish 
backgrounds/c
ontexts, lead 
to thesis, and 
forecast 
content and 
organization 
for the reader. 

Masterful 
thesis (implied 
or stated) are 
clearly 
identifiable 
and effectively 
placed. Thesis 
statements 
use syntactic 
subordination 
to provide an 

(3)  

Skilled 
introductio
ns 
appropriate 
to genre 
hook 
reader 
interest 
focus on 
subject, 
establish 
backgroun
ds/ 
contexts, 
lead to 
thesis, and 
forecast 
content 
and 
organizatio
n. 

Skilled 
thesis 
statements 
(implied or 
stated) are 

(2)  

Competent 
introduction
s 
appropriate 
to genre 
attempt to 
hook reader 
interest but 
may fall flat 
or fail to 
‘lead’ the 
reader to 
the thesis. 
The 
introduction
s contain a 
subject, but 
only partially 
establish 
context. 
Forecasting 
may be 
vague or 
disconnecte
d from 
essay body. 

(1)  

Unsatisfactory 
introductions 
state topics but 
fail to 
consistently 
hook focus, 
contextualize, 
and forecast 
content and 
organization.  

Thesis 
statements are 
superficial or 
unclear. They 
may be simple 
statements of 
fact or loose, 
rambling 
sentences. 
They are 
unarguable. 
They employ 
vague or 
abstract 
language and 
do not reflect 

(0)  

Missing or 
disconnec
ted 
introducti
ons. 

 Thesis 
statement
s are 
missing, 
and essay 
is plagued 
by 
subseque
nt lack of 
focus. 

  



   

engaging, 
focused, crisp 
statement that 
captures the 
writer’s central 
claim. Theses 
promote 
purpose, 
engage 
audience, and 
reflect genre. 

identifiable, 
well 
placed, 
and 
focused. 
Stated 
theses 
evidence a 
developing 
skill for use 
of syntactic 
subordinati
on. Thesis 
statements 
are 
appropriate 
to genre, 
purpose, 
and 
audience. 

  

Competent 
thesis 
statements; 
some may 
be difficult 
to identify 
and poorly 
placed. 
They reflect 
a beginning 
skill level for 
syntactic 
subordinatio
n, 
evidenced 
by broad 
and loosely 
constructed 
clauses. 
These are 
generally 
appropriate 
to genre, 
purpose, 
and 
audience. 

writer concern 
for genre, 
purpose, and/or 
audience. 

Evidence: 

Development 
of Claims.   

Analyzing and 
Integrating 
Sourced 
Information  

Essays reflect 
writer’s ability 
to locate, 
evaluate, 
organize, and 
use research 
material 
collected from 
electronic 
sources, 
including 
scholarly 
library 
databases and 
other official 
databases.  

  

  

(4)  

Masterfully 
provides a 
wide range of 
evidence that 
is critical, 
clear, relevant, 
credible, and 
consistent in 
its support of 
theses and 
subtopics. 
Authority is 
clear. 

  

Masterfully 
and 
consistently 
integrates 
quotations, 
paraphrases, 
and 
summaries, 
distinguishing 
between writer 
ideas and 
sourced 

(3) 

 Skillfully 
provides 
strong, 
clear, 
relevant, 
credible 
supporting 
evidence 
for theses 
and 
subtopics 
in all 
genres.  A
uthority is 
clear. 

  

Skillfully 
and 
consistentl
y presents 
quotations, 
paraphrase
s, and 
summaries
; 
distinguish

(2)  

Competentl
y provides 
evidence 
that is 
limited 
and/or only 
partially 
identified; 
reader may 
have to infer 
authority; 
limited 
research 
and details 
do not fully 
develop 
claims. 

  

Competentl
y presents 
quotations, 
paraphrases
, and 
summaries; 
these may 
be 

(1)  

Unsatisfactorily 
evidence that 
only partially 
supports theses 
and subtopics. 
Evidence lacks 
credibility and 
may be 
inconsistent, 
unreliable, or 
incomplete. 

  

Unsatisfactorily 
distinguishes 
between writer 
ideas and 
sourced 
material. 

(0)  

Fails to 
provide 
academic
ally 
acceptabl
e 
evidence 
for theses 
and 
subtopics 
and/or 
offers 
blatantly 
misrepres
ented, 
misquote
d, or 
misunder
stood 
evidence. 

  

Fails to 
use 
and/or 
present 
quotation

  



   

material 
through 
proficient use 
of signal 
phrases and 
parenthetical 
citations 

  

  

  

  

es 
between 
writer 
ideas and 
sourced 
material. 

inconsistent 
in 
distinguishin
g between 
writer ideas 
and sourced 
material. 

s, 
paraphras
es, and 
summarie
s 
correctly; 
does not 
distinguis
h 
between 
writer 
ideas and 
sourced 
material. 

Plagiaris
m is a 
concern. 

MLA Citation, 
and 
Documentatio
n 

(4)  

Demonstrates 
proficiency in 
MLA 
parenthetical 
citations and 
Works Cited 
strategies. 

(3)  

Demonstra
tes 
competent 
MLA 
parenthetic
al and 
Works 
Cited 
strategies, 
some 
errors may 
be 
apparent. 

(2)  

Approximat
es, but does 
not adhere 
to, MLA 
parenthetica
l and Works 
Cited 
strategies. 

(1)  

Unsatisfactory 
demonstration 
of MLA 
parenthetical 
and/or Works 
Cited 
strategies. 

 Careless 
errors. 

(0)  

Fails to 
apply 
MLA 
source 
citation 
where 
needed.  

Works 
Cited 
missing. 

Plagiaris
m 

  

Organization 

Paragraphs, 
transitions, 
rhetorical 
strategies 
present a 
coherent 
reading 
experience. 

  

Organizational 
structure is 
appropriate to 
genre and 
modality.  

  

  

 (4)  

Presents 
cohesive 
essays.  Ideas 
within and 
between 
paragraphs 
are linked with 
transitions that 
present a 
seamlessly 
coherent 
reading 
experience. 

Organizational 
structure is 
appropriate to 
genre and 
modality.  

 (3)  

Presents 
cohesive 
essays.  Id
eas within 
and 
between 
paragraphs 
are 
connected 
by 
transitions. 

Organizati
onal 
structure is 
appropriate 
to genre 
and 
modality.  

 (2)  

Demonstrat
es basic 
organization 
strategies.  

Ideas within 
and 
between 
paragraphs 
evidence 
some 
awareness 
of 
transitions 
but may not 
always be 
connected. 

(1)  

Unsatisfactory 
reading 
experience.  Pa
ragraphs are 
simple, 
disconnected, 
or formulaic. 
Transitions are 
ineffective or 
missing in 
places. 

Organization, if 
evident, is 
confusing and 
disjointed. 
Paragraph 
structure is 
ineffective, and 
transitions are 

(0) 

 Failed 
organizati
on. Ideas 
are 
confusing 
and 
coherenc
e within 
and 
between 
paragraph
s is 
missing.  

Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriat
e to genre 

  



   

  Employs 
rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate for 
specific genre. 

  

  

Employs 
rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
for specific 
genre. 

  

  

Organizatio
nal structure 
is loose. 

Coherence 
is 
inconsistent. 

 Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate 
for specific 
genre are 
difficult to 
identify. 

missing in many 
places.  Cohere
nce is lacking. 
Rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate to 
genre are 
missing. 

are 
missing. 

Essays 
read like 
first 
drafts. 

  

  

  

  

Rhetorical 
Situation 

Writing is 
purpose 
driven and 
audience 
focused. 

  

Tone, voice, 
point-of-view, 
and style are 
appropriate to 
purpose; they 
engage the 
audience in a 
distinctive and 
intentional 
way. 

  

Employs 
proper 
rhetorical 
strategies 
appropriate for 
specific genre. 

  

  

Demonstrates 
ability to use 
rhetorical 
concepts: 
ethos, pathos, 
logos in 
support of 
purpose and 

 (4)  

Demonstrates 
mastery of 
rhetorical 
situation. It is 
purpose 
driven by 
genre and 
audience 
focused. 

  

Tone, voice, 
point-of-view, 
and style are 
appropriate to 
purpose; they 
engage the 
audience in a 
distinctive and 
intentional 
way. 

  

Demonstrates 
proficient 
ability to use 
rhetorical 
concepts: 
ethos, pathos, 
logos in 
support of 
purpose and 
with 
awareness of 
audience. 

 Reader-
based prose. 

(3)  

Demonstra
tes skillful 
engageme
nt of 
rhetorical 
situation. It 
is purpose 
driven by 
genre and 
demonstrat
es 
awareness 
of 
audience.  

  

Voice, 
tone, and 
point-of-
view 
support 
purpose.  F
ull control 
of these 
elements 
may be 
missing, 
but the 
writing 
demonstrat
es 
intentional 
choices in 
these 
areas. 

  

(2)  

Evidences 
competent 
use of 
audience 
and 
purpose. 
Writing 
generally 
reflects 
connection 
between 
genre and 
purpose.  A
udience 
engagement 
seems 
forced. 

  

 Little 
attempt is 
made to 
insert voice 
or distinctive 
features into 
essays.  

  

Demonstrat
es little or 
inconsistent 
use of 
rhetorical 
concepts: 
ethos, 
pathos, 
logos 

(1) 

Writing does 
not satisfactorily 
align with stated 
purpose. It 
lacks 
awareness of 
the stated 
audience. Tone 
and point-of-
view are 
somewhat 
inappropriate 
and / or 
inconsistent.   

  

Little or 
inconsistent 
evidence that 
writer has 
attempted use 
of rhetorical 
strategies. May 
rely on logical 
fallacy rather 
than rhetorical 
concepts. 

  

 Writer-based 
prose. 

  

  

(0)  

Writing 
fails to 
reflect 
purpose 
and 
audience 
awarenes
s. 
Audience 
and 
purpose 
statement
s may be 
missing. 

  

 Tone 
may be 
inappropri
ate for 
audience 
and 
assignme
nt genre. 

  

No 
evidence 
of 
audience 
engagem
ent No 
evidence 
that writer 
has 
studied or 
attempted 
to apply 

  



   

with 
awareness of 
audience. 

  

  

Demonstra
tes ability 
to use 
rhetorical 
concepts: 
ethos, 
pathos, 
logos in 
support of 
purpose 
and with 
awareness 
of 
audience. 

 Reader-
based 
prose 

 Prose are 
in transition 
from writer 
to reader-
based. 

rhetorical 
concepts. 

Writer-
based 
prose.   

Vocabulary, 
Mechanics, 
and 
Punctuation 

  

Follows 
conventions of 
punctuation, 
grammar, and 
spelling. 
Identifies, 
explains, and 
employs 
concepts 
clearly 

  

  

(4) 

Masterfully 
expresses 
ideas in 
mechanically 
controlled, 
clear, and 
cogent 
sentences. 

Demonstrates 
varied, 
pleasing 
sentence 
patterns. 

Vocabulary is 
consistently 
varied, clear, 
and 
sophisticated. 
The portfolio is 
virtually error 
free. 

  

(3)  

Skillfully 
uses clear, 
effective, 
and varied 
sentences.
  

Vocabulary 
is mostly 
varied and 
sophisticat
ed. 

Errors (if 
any) are 
infrequent. 

  

(2)  

Competentl
y employs 
sentence 
structures 
and 
vocabulary; 
however, 
these are 
sometimes 
repetitive or 
imprecise.  . 

(1)  

Unsatisfactory 
use of 
vocabulary, 
mechanics, and 
punctuation. 
Writer relies on 
formulaic or 
tedious 
sentence 
patterns. 
Unclear or 
misused 
vocabulary 
skew meaning 
Frequent errors 
in sentence 
construction 
and use of non-
standard syntax 
disrupt reader 
experience. 

  

(0)  

Fails to 
follow 
conventio
ns. 
Inconsiste
ncies in 
conventio
nal use of 
Standard 
English 
are 
frequent, 
syntax is 
jumbled, 
and errors 
disrupt 
reader 
experienc
e.  

  

  

Final Reflective 
Essay  

Demonstrates 
awareness of 
writing 
process, 
audience 
centered 
communicatio

 (4)  

Demonstrates 
masterful 
knowledge of 
revision 
strategies that 
develop ideas 
and polish 
essays. 
Acknowledges 

(3)  

Demonstra
tes skillful 
knowledge 
of revision 
strategies 
that 
develop 
ideas and 
polish 

(2)  

Competentl
y 
acknowledg
es revision 
as part of 
process. 
Acknowledg
es peer and 

(1)  

Unacceptable 
engagement in 
or reflection on 
process. Little 
acknowledgem
ent of revision 
or of peer and 

(0)  

Fails to 
acknowle
dge 
revision 
as part of 
process 
and/or 
peer and 
instructor 

  



   

n, and peer 
review.   

peer and 
instructor 
feedback and 
references 
how it impacts 
writing. 
Supplies clear 
references to 
and/or 
illustrative 
quotations 
from portfolio 
essays. 

essays. 
Acknowled
ges peer 
and 
instructor 
feedback 
and 
references 
how it 
impacts 
writing. 
Supplies 
some 
references 
to portfolio 
essays. 

instructor 
feedback. 

  

instructor 
feedback. 

feedback 
in the 
writing 
process. 

  

Deductions Fewer than full 12 pages:   -0.5 

Fewer than 10 full pages:    - 1.0 

Missing or disconnected audience/purpose statements    -0.5 

Lack of variety    -0.5 

Essay demonstrating academic research with less than 5 pages     -0.5 

Essay demonstrating academic research with less than 5 sources:    -
1.0 

  

  

Grounds for 
Failure 

Failure to include a research paper results in 0.0 for the portfolio. 

Plagiarism results in a 0.0 for the portfolio 

  

 

 


