
   

Writing Experience I 

ENG-131-I5 

Spring 2020 

 

Number of Credits: 3 

Days Class Meets: Online 

Meeting Times: Online 

Location/Venue: Online 

Instructor: Mike Marra 

Contact Email: marramichaelr@jccmi.edu  

Online Office Hours: By appt.  

 

Course Description 

This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed. Basic research 

strategies are introduced. An end-of-the-semester portfolio is required. Learners study and engage 

phases of the writing process, the impact of the rhetorical situation on communication choices, and 

Modern Language Association (MLA) style and conventions as they engage studies of memoir, profile, 

and report genres.  The course requires participation in discussions, activities, and guided peer review.  

Standard English grammar and structures are requisite skills in this course and must be practiced in all 

informal and formal writing.   

Prerequisite(s) 

None 

Course Goals 

Learner success relies on the ability to plan, prepare, study, and engage phases of the writing process, to 

apply global and local essay strategies, critical thinking skills, research strategies, and peer response 

skills. Learners will create three (3) essays.  Essays will be accompanied by a title page and, when 

sources are used, a Works Cited page.  Specific word counts are defined in essay assignments. Learners 

will apply active reading strategies to assigned course materials and can expect to encounter at least one 

chapter of reading associated with each essay assignment, as well as supplemental selections.  

Course Objectives 

The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes (GEOs) established 

by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert with four-year 

colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve. GEOs guarantee 

students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in 

many certification programs. The GEOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the 

following: 

 GEO 1: Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly 



   

Textbook (chose appropriate options below) 

• Writing Today, 4th Edition, Johnson-Sheehan, Pearson Learning Solutions  

ISBN: 9780136653738 

Text Book Zero! This text is available in a digital format. Please see the links posted on our class Jet Net 

site. This text is available to rent or purchase in digital format through the JC Bookstore. 

Extras 

• Google Drive account for easy assignment composition and security (optional) 

Grading Procedure 
 

• Participation 200 points 20% 

• Unit #1 (Memoir) 

o Prewriting 50 points 5% 

o Essay #1 100 points 10% 

• Unit #2 (Profile) 

o Prewriting 50 points 5% 

o Essay #2 100 points 10% 

• Unit #3 (Research Report) 

o Prewriting 100 points 10% 

• Essay #3 100 points 10% 

• Portfolio w/Reflection Letter 300 points 30% 

• Total: 1000 points 100% 

Grading Scale 
 

GPA GRADE RANGE 

4.0 94-100% 

3.5 89-93% 

3.0 84-88% 

2.5 78-83% 

2.0 72-77% 

1.5 66-71% 

1.0 60-65% 

0.5 55-59% 

0.0 0-54% 



   

Failure 

This course does not include a formal written final exam.  Instead, end of course evaluation takes the 

form of a final portfolio, a longer revised version of all of the semester’s work.  Failure to submit this 

document with result in failure in the course, regardless of the student’s standing previously.  

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without 

acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our 

educational mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson College 

is fully committed to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those with 

disabilities. We are currently working to increase accessibility and usability of our course materials in 

order to meet or exceed the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0. For 

more information about Jackson College’s efforts to ensure accessibility please visit the Jackson 

College accessibility web page. 

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility


   

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student Success 

at JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the opportunity 

to achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge to Jackson 

College students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental health referral, 

temporary assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the 

individual needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing equal 

access to all programs and facilities. 

Course Management 

• Withdraw: After the add/drop period, a student may withdraw from a course in accordance with 

the dates published in e-services. 

• Incomplete Policy: In accordance with JCC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to 

students who have demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time 

of an extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation validating 

the circumstance may be required. 

Makeup Policy 

Late work is accepted, but will receive a 10% grade deduction for every day past the original due date.  

This includes Weekend days.   

Help 

Instructor Support: You can arrange a time for one-on-one help with me by contacting me via email 

When opting for help with your writing, include the following in your email:  

• a copy of the assignment 

• your draft or work thus far 

• specific areas with which you need help  

Writing Fellows: Writing Fellows provide free writing support to JC students in all disciplines or programs 

of study from astronomy to zoology. We can help you no matter where you are in the writing process – 

from collecting material at the beginning to properly citing sources at the end of the process. We offer 

online/e-mail tutoring services for online students. https://www.jccmi.edu/english/writing-fellows/  

Academic Advising 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the semester in 

order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every effort to coordinate 

accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start of the semester may delay 

notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring accommodations. Accommodations do not 

mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/
https://www.jccmi.edu/english/writing-fellows/


   

automatically carry over to the next semester. Please e-mail JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page 

Attendance- Participation Policy 

For online sections:  

Just as in a traditional classroom course, regular class participation and keeping up on the reading and 

assignments is strongly correlated with survival in college. It is my recommendation that you plan to do 

your assignments and submit them to JetNet BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there 

is time to fix them before the deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be monitoring 

student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity throughout the term to 

assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is imperative that you log in to the 

course and actively participate within the first couple days of the term to validate your enrollment in the 

course. After that, not actively participating in class may result in you being withdrawn from the course. 

Being withdrawn from a course can have an impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility, and housing 

status. As a college student you are responsible for how your participation impacts your academic 

progress; the accountability lies with you. 

Caveat 

Obviously, we don’t live in a vacuum.  A number of things can completely change the course of a 

semester.  School closings, weather, instructor illness, etc. can have potential consequences on our 

schedule.  In the case of any of these events, we will reevaluate and proceed in the best manner 

possible. However, this is an online course so nothing like this will likely happen.  

Important Dates:  
 

DATE EVENT 

APRIL 10, 2020 REGISTRATION BEGINS FOR ALL STUDENTS 

MAY 18 – AUG. 10, 2020 SEMESTER DATES 

MAY 18, 2020 DAY AND EVENING CLASSES BEGIN 

MAY 25, 2020 MEMORIAL DAY 

JULY 3-5, 2020 INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY 

AUG. 10, 2020 END OF SPRING SEMESTER 

 

mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


   

Calendar  

* The instructor reserves the right to adjust this syllabus as needed. 

WEEK # DATE TOPIC HOMEWORK 

1 5/18 

Introduction to the course 

Genre and Memoir 

WT Chapter 6 

WT Chapter 1 

2 5/25 

Topic, Angle, Purpose 

Readers, Context, and 

Rhetorical Situations 

WT Chapter 2 

WT Chapter 3 

3 6/1 Peer Review WT Chapter 24 

4 6/8 Profiles WT Chapter 7 

5 6/15 

Prewriting and Inventing 

Organizing and Drafting 

WT Chapter 16 

6 6/22 Profile and Peer Review WT Chapter 17 

7 6/29 Research Report  WT Chapter 15 

8 7/6 Starting your Research  WT Chapter 25 

9 7/13 Sources and Citation  WT Chapter 26 

10 7/20 Annotated Bibliography  WT Chapter 27 

11 7/27 Revising and Editing  WT Chapter 20 

12 8/3 Portfolios  WT Chapter 5 

 

 


