
   

Course Name ENG-131-I4 Writing Experience I 

Semester and Year  Spring 2020 

Number of Credits: 3 

Days Class Meets: online 

Meeting Times: online 5/18-8/10 2020 

Location/Venue: Jet Net online course shell 

 

 

Instructor: Associate Professor Diana Agy 

Peggy Maher Endowed Chair                          

Director: JC Writing Fellow Program                                                         

Director: JC Heritage Center     

Contact Phone: 734-837-4051 

Contact Email: agydianam@jccmi.edu 

Online Office Hours: Online Mon 10-12 

and during conferences / by appointment

 

Course Description 

This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed. Basic research 

strategies are introduced. An end of the semester portfolio is required. Prereq. ENG 085* and 

ENG 090* 

Prerequisite(s) 

ENG 090 and ENG 085 

Course Goals 

WELCOME TO ENGLISH 131! 

 I’m excited to be here, and I am excited about our working together this term!  In this class, you 

will be examining two purposes of our course.  First, you will focus on using writing as a place 

to explore serious inquiry; secondly, you will broaden your experiences with writing, reading, 

and critical thinking.   

As the title of this course suggests, we are going to be looking at the different ways in which we 

engage the writing process and how this process helps us interact with one another. Even if we 

are not aware of it, we are writers in our everyday experiences.   All of us participate in our 

communities and our workplace through writing.  Whether these experiences are letters, memos, 

emails, directions, resumes, or the standard academic essay, we can agree that writing is an 

important part of our everyday lives.  Some of us are comfortable communicating through 

writing, and some of us are not.  I think some of this discomfort stems from a “mystique” that 

surrounds writing; we might think that some people are born writers, much like others are born 



   

singers or artists. This is not necessarily true, and this course will try to debunk some of these 

myths.   My goal is to help you find your starting point and work with you so that you become 

more comfortable with and in the writing process.  Since you will need to write for a variety of 

courses at JC, I want you to gain confidence in your own ability to communicate through 

written texts. 

THIS CLASS IS A WORKSHOP 

What I mean by “workshop” is that it is a cooperative venture that I will help guide, but you and 

your work will drive the course.  This will require your full mental and physical participation 

every day.  We will work on activities, collect evidence from a variety of sources, discuss topics, 

analyze readings or images, and practice various writing strategies. You will be expected to work 

in groups, and you will learn how to give constructive feedback to your peers.  

You have already demonstrated that you are a serious student and want to keep working 

on your goals.  I want to help you succeed in our class. I will facilitate discussions; conference 

with you; offer feedback; help you will prewriting, peer review, and editing skills; and prepare 

you for the portfolio assessment at the end of the semester.   I will come to class prepared, 

supportive, and energetic.   

Most importantly, I want you to better understand the reasons why you make the choices you do 

when you write.  This will require active reflection or places where you consider what you wrote, 

how you wrote, why you made the changes you did, and how these changes influence your 

purpose or your audience.  Understanding the whys will help you organize your thoughts and 

think more critically.  These are great skills to develop.  The primary business of this class is to 

improve your writing process and skills and to find and develop your writing voice.  In this class, 

we will practice and write narrative, descriptive, informative, and report styles.  Although 

writing is more than grammar and punctuation, mastering these conventions is crucial to clear 

communication, and we will work on them as needed 

Course Objectives 

The course goals and objectives incorporate specific General Education Outcomes (GEOs) 

established by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are in concert 

with four-year colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we 

serve. GEOs guarantee students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, 



   

and professional skills needed in many certification programs. The GEOs and course objectives 

addressed in this class include the following:  

GEO 1: Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly  

Outcomes   The Student   

Process   ● Uses parts of the recursive process in 

writing, which may include pre-writing, drafting, 

revising, editing.   

● Evaluates sources when used.   

Rhetorical 

Situation:   

Purpose,  

Audience   

● Demonstrates appropriate purpose and 

audience for context.   

Organization 

and  

Development   

● Demonstrates functional organizational 

structure appropriate to genre.   

● Provides examples and details that 

support ideas and content, appropriate to genre.   

Meaning/   

Understanding   

● Researches and writes for further 

understanding and additional knowledge.   

● Employs write to learn methods through 

reflective writing and research for further 

understanding and additional knowledge.   

Use of Sources 

and  

Documentation  

● Demonstrates ability to find and evaluate 

credible sources.   

● Demonstrates correct documentation of 

sources when appropriate.   

Conventional  

Grammar 

and  

● Correctly uses grammar and mechanics.   

● Demonstrates clear meaning.   



   

Sentence  

Structures   

Performance Objectives:  Correlating with and extend GEO 1 these outcomes refer to the 

actions, feelings, and thoughts learners are expected to develop as a result of the instructional 

process in English 131:    

 Critical Thinking,  

Reading, and  

Writing  

Processes   

 Rhetorical  

Knowledge and  

Conventions   

 Electronic  

Environment   

  

  

  

  

  

  

Practice active reading 

strategies   

Identify and 

contextually evaluate 

assumptions,  

points of view, stylistic 

choices, and 

implications born of 

reasoning   

Offer formative 

feedback on others 

writing in peer review 

sessions   

Use genres to navigate 

complex rhetorical 

challenges    

  

  

  

  

  

Use genre specific 

strategies, voice, 

tone, and perspective 

to achieve rhetorical 

goals   

Recognize conventions 

of writing distinctive to 

specific disciplines   

Employ Modern 

Language Association 

(MLA) style in 

academic writing   

Writing in Plain Style   

   

   

  

  

  

Use Microsoft Word to 

compose, revise, and 

save documents   

Locate research material 

collected from 

electronic sources, 

including library 

databases and other 

electronic networks and 

internet sources   

Use college learning 

management system   

   



   

Distinguish one’s own 

ideas from those of 

others  

Practice metacognitive 

reflection   

 Knowledge, Skills and Abilities Students Acquire from this Course (Educational 

Objectives):  

1. Employ parts of the recursive writing process--including pre-writing/discovery, 

planning, focusing, organizing, drafting, revising, proofreading, and evaluating sources--

to achieve purpose in audience-centered communication   

2. Articulate and demonstrate use of rhetorical situation—purpose, audience, 

context-- in consciously crafted, audience-focused writing    

3. Use genres to navigate complex rhetorical challenges and compose texts that 

achieve purpose and meet audience needs   

4. Demonstrate ability to employ narrative, descriptive, and informative strategies in 

consciously crafted, audience-focused writing   

5. Identify assumptions, point of view, and implications born of reasoning   

6. Identify, explain, and employ concepts clearly   

7. Demonstrate functional organizational structure appropriate to genre and modality    

8. Employ strategies for developing and supporting claims appropriate to rhetorical 

situation   



   

9. Employ Write to Learn methods through reflective writing and active reading 

strategies   

10. Research for further understanding and additional knowledge   

11. Demonstrate research skills:  establish research question, define type of 

information needed; identify where to find information; triangulate sources; evaluate 

information   

12. Integrate, cite, and document sourced material   

13. Practice correct grammar and usage    

14. Work collaboratively and as a member of a team   

15. Identify and assess the contributions of self and others working on a team  

  

Textbook (chose appropriate options below) 

Writing Today. 4th Edition. Johnson—Sheehan. Pearson. ISBN: 9780136653738 

Text Book Zero! This text is available in a digital format. Your digital Writing Today textbook 

cost was embedded into the cost of the course. Please see the links posted on our class Jet Net 

site.  

Extras 

Must have access to a working computer and will need some type of camera on the computer or 

will need to purchase a webcam. 

Exam Process- Respondus  

To protect the fairness and integrity of the exams, students will be required to take exams using 

Respondus Lockdown Browser and Monitor.  This is an online test proctoring software that 

requires a download to your computer.  Training and practice of Respondus technology will be 

provided in advance of the first exam.  A Mac or PC that has a webcam and microphone is 

required to use Respondus.  If you do not have this technology, please contact your instructor 

right away.   Students are expected to complete the Respondus Practice quiz on time.  This is to 

give our IT department time to help troubleshoot issues before exam 1 begins.  Failure to 

complete the Respondus quiz on time may result in instructor-initiated drop. 

Grading Procedure 

COURSE WRITING: 

Three Units: 300 points 



   

You will complete three papers.  As we work on these, you’ll complete three kinds of writing for 

each paper: Prewriting and class work are intended to be pieces of the long essays that you’ll 

develop in the midst of each unit.  Sometimes we will work on these in class; sometimes, you’ll 

start the assignment one day and return them the next.  They are places where you can generate 

ideas (and text) that you can use in the long essay.  Here, you will explore your wonderful ideas. 

Rough draft essays are the best drafts that you can develop stemming from the short prewriting 

exercises.  Do not let the term “rough draft” confuse you--these should be wonderful examples of 

the assignment given. You will practice peer review with these.  

 

NOTE:  If you do not participate in PR day or come without a full draft, 20 points will be 

deducted off the overall grade.  

 

Each draft should be the very best work you can do and will reflect where you are in terms of 

the course.  But, remember that these will be submitted to me, resubmitted to your peers and 

myself at the end of the semester, and revised a final time for your portfolio.  They will be very 

cool when finished!!! 

 

To receive full credit, I must see the writing process, and I do not accept papers without these 

stages complete. The prewriting, rough drafts, and peer review receive 50 points, and the final 

draft receives 50 points.  Remember, when you are working with a computer, you will be 

revising on the spot; this means that you must save your work often and label it “draft 1”, “draft 

2”, etc.…  I want to see lots of thinking and revising.  Also, back up your work on one or more 

memory devices; lost electronic work is not an excuse for not doing the work; work must be 

recreated if lost.  NOTE:  only those essays I have graded, and you have handed in on time will 

be allowed in the final portfolio. 

 

PORTFOLIO:  400 points 

Our work will culminate in a portfolio; this packet will act as your final exam. As both a writer 

and a teacher, I understand that the more one writes, reflects, and rewrites the better a writer 

he/she becomes.  Also, I understand that it is difficult to let others read our work and give us 

constructive criticism.  But I have learned how very helpful it is to read other peoples’ work, as 

well as to have them read mine.  I grow as a writer and thinker every time I read your work, and 

nothing makes my heart smile better than to see your ideas and writing expand!  To help you 

better engage in this writing process, we’ll use portfolio grading in this class.  At the end of the 

term, you’ll revise all three of your essays.  These must reflect your very best work and show 

your understand of writing, genre, and purpose.    These must also include reflection pieces 

(again, we will discuss these later).  Each essay MUST have gone through the writing stages, all 

checked and reviewed by me and your peers.  If they have not, then they do not qualify for the 

portfolio.  

 

ONLINE FORUMS AND ASSIGNMENTS AND WRITING EXTENSIONS: 200 points 

Again, the more we write, the more we gain confidence in our voice and ideas. I will give you 

topics or assignments, and you will participate with your peers in forums and the big blue button 

online conferencing. 

 



   

PARTICIPATION: 100 points 

As you can see, your participation grade is a substantial amount of the grade you’ll get in this 

course.  If you do not participate, you won’t earn this full credit; your grade in the course will 

thus decline.  Of course, attendance is part of the participation, and you engage here to 

participate.  Sometimes, I understand that life interferes with one’s best intentions, but because 

of the workshop atmosphere, it is very important that you are present in our course shell.  If you 

do miss a class, you must still follow the schedule and deadlines 

 

Work Policy:  In class work cannot be made up because of the nature of peer/group work.  

NOTE:  If I accept the late work, it will be because of a rare and/or an unavoidable emergency, 

and it must be documented.  I expect all work to be completed in a timely manner.  NOTE: I 

typically do not accept any late work. Assigned readings and writings must be completed on time 

to receive full participation credit.   

 

GRADING: 

Your work is graded based on JC standards.  In this course, we evaluate your participation, 

performance, and growth as writers.  Come to class, hand in work on time, work constructively 

with your peers, consider ideas and develop them by writing and revising multiple drafts, and 

talk with us about your writing and your work. Your work will be evaluated based on the 

following: 

 

100 points:  Class participation  

 Attendance, class discussions, group workshops, midterm project, responses to  

 texts and discussions, and final presentation (multi-genre project)  

200 points:  Assignments 

 Class work, reflections, etc…. 

300 points:  Unit draft folders 

 All prewriting, rough drafts, peer reviews, and polished final draft X three units. 

 Points: 

 50 points for early work and prewriting, reviews, and revision  

 50 points for final draft 

 100 points X 3 units = 300 points 

400 points: Portfolio (see yellow criteria handout for further information) 

 Your portfolio will contain at least the minimum # of pages as set forth by the portfolio 

committee for ENG 131 work.  This should be the best work you have produced and had graded 

in this class.   

Note: “A 2.0 or ‘C’ is a passing grade.  Only courses with passing grades count toward 

graduation.  Other colleges transfer in only courses with passing grades.  Many financial aid 

sources, including most employers, require passing grades.  Additionally, earning less than a 2.0 

in a class results in being unable to participate in the next level of courses in a discipline which 

requires this course as a re-requisite.  Registering for the next course sequence without passing 

the pre-requisite course may result in you being dropped from that class.” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 



   

 

Grading Scale 

 

GPA GRADE 

RANGE 

4.0 92-100% 

3.5 88-92% 

3.0 82-87% 

2.5 78-81% 

2.0 72-77% 

1.5 68-71% 

1.0 62-70% 

0.5 61-58% 

0.0 0-57 

Failure 

Students who do not participate in our online class could be dropped from the course.   

Academic Honesty Policy 

Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own 

work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside 

sources. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  

• Submitting other's work as your own 

• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 

adequate documentation 

• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work 

without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-

plagiarism)  

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without 

authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

• Plagiarizing in any form 



   

• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

• Copying 

• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

• Altering graded work 

• Falsifying data 

• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

Allowing your work to be submitted by others 

Accessibility 

Jackson College understands that cultivating a broadly diverse community is crucial to our 

educational mission and to our foundational commitment to leadership and service. Jackson 

College is fully committed to ensuring our courses are accessible to everyone including those 

with disabilities. We are currently working to increase accessibility and usability of our course 

materials in order to meet or exceed the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 

(WCAG) 2.0. For more information about Jackson College’s efforts to ensure accessibility 

please visit the Jackson College accessibility web page. 

 

If you have an accessibility need in any of our classes please e-mail the Center for Student 

Success at JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Center for Student Success web page. 

At the Center for Student Success (CSS), we are committed to providing all students the 

opportunity to achieve academic success by providing a variety of support services free of charge 

to Jackson College students. This includes, but is not limited to, peer and faculty tutoring, mental 

health referral, temporary assistance with transportation, various workshops/seminars, and the 

TRIO program. 

In addition, the CSS staff is committed to adapting the College’s general services to meet the 

individual needs of otherwise qualified students with disabilities, for the purpose of providing 

equal access to all programs and facilities. 

Course Management 

Please review the last day to withdraw from courses; please meet with your academic advisor for 

information.  

https://www.jccmi.edu/accessibility
mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/css-contact/


   

OTHER COURSE AND COLLEGE POLICIES: 

 1.  Save all course work until you have received the end of the semester grade for 

this class.  You are responsible for organizing and saving all class work.  Electronic copies of 

your work are your responsibility; if they are lost, you will have to reproduce them for class 

credit.   

 2.  Save all of your work as a Rich Text File; with some exceptions, this allows the JC 

computers to read your files; 2) if you continue to have problems transferring work from home to 

school contact the JC Solution Center and talk to one of our technicians.  You can contact them 

by email at JC_solution_center@jccmi.edu 

 3.  Writer’s group and peer workshops are a required part of the course.  You will 

often work with peers in your writers’ group.  Drafts of your papers will be produced and shared.  

You will respond to the work of others in thoughtful, clear written prose.  Forty percent of your 

paper grade is based on a process that includes drafting, peer review, and revision.  Individuals 

who do not exhibit responsibility to their writer’s group may be dropped from that group and 

lose the ability to receive points for peer reviews. 

 4.  The Incomplete Grade, in accordance with JC’s policy, is only issued to students 

who have demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time of an 

extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the class.  Documentation validating the 

circumstance may be required. 

 5.  Academic Honesty Policy:  JC has an academic honesty policy, which will be 

adhered to in this class.  The policy requires that all work must be done by the student whose 

name it bears.  Plagiarism, which is the submission of another’s writing either directly copied or 

paraphrased, can result in a failing grade and can be grounds for removal from class.  Plagiarism 

is considered cheating and clear cases of plagiarism will be reported to the Office of the 

Academic Dean. 

 

All work must be your original authorship.   

 

Note:  It is always your responsibility to talk directly with your instructors about matters 

relating to attendance and missed work. 

 

 Makeup Policy 

Please review the withdraw and Incomplete grading policies with your advisor. 

Help 

See me immediately if you need help at any time.   

Please see your Writing Fellow often! I will provide information about this soon. 

Academic Advising 

It is important to contact a Center for Student Success professional prior to the start of the 

semester in order to receive accommodations in a timely manner. While we will make every 

effort to coordinate accommodations in a timely manner, failure to self-identify prior to the start 

mailto:jcc_solution_center@jccmi.edu


   

of the semester may delay notification to instructors and timeliness of acquiring 

accommodations. Accommodations do not automatically carry over to the next semester. Please 

e-mail JCCSS@jccmi.edu or visit the Accommodations for Students with Disabilities web page 

Attendance- Participation Policy 

For online sections:  

Just as in a traditional classroom course, regular class participation and keeping up on the 

reading and assignments is strongly correlated with survival in college. It is my recommendation 

that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams BEFORE the last day they are due. If 

problems occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.  

In compliance with Federal Title IV funding requirements, as well as college initiatives, I will be 

monitoring student participation on a regular basis and officially reporting student activity 

throughout the term to assure compliance with college policy and federal regulations.  It is 

imperative that you log in to the course and actively participate within the first couple days of the 

term to validate your enrollment in the course. After that, not actively participating in class may 

result in you being withdrawn from the course. Being withdrawn from a course can have an 

impact on financial aid, billing, athletic eligibility, and housing status. As a college student you 

are responsible for how your participation impacts your academic progress; the accountability 

lies with you. 

Caveat 

Calendar:  I am so glad you are here, and I look forward to working with each of you this 

semester.  You will be given a senior Writing Fellow who will help guide you through the 

process.  Let me know if you have questions.          

Below is an anticipated schedule for our class. As your instructor, I will adjust the schedule when 

needed (which may be often, depending on what the class needs).  You must participate often 

and read your email often to know of such changes. 

WEEK ONE: 

May 18:  BBB with Mrs. Agy 

May 20: Meet and Greet and syllabus contract  

May 22: Reflection assignment  

 

WEEK TWO: 

May 26: BBB with Mrs. Agy 

May 27: Description assignment 

May 25: Main idea assignment 

May 27: Main idea assignment revision 

 

WEEK THREE: 

June 1: BBB with Mrs. Agy 

mailto:JCCSS@jccmi.edu
https://www.jccmi.edu/center-for-student-success/accommodations-for-students-with-disabilities/


   

June 3: Assignments and Rough Draft  

June 5: Peer review due 

 

WEEK FOUR: 

June 8:  BBB with Mrs. Agy 

June 8: Final working draft due 

June 12: Drafting assignment 

All week meetings with Mrs. Agy 

 

WEEK FIVE: 

June 15:  BBB with Mrs.Agy  

June 17:  Workshop assignment 

June 19: Revisions of Paper one 

 

WEEK SIX: 

June 22:  BBB with Mrs. Agy 

June 24: Rough Draft for Profile 

June 26: Peer Review due 

 

WEEK SEVEN: 

June 29: BBB with Mrs. Agy 

July 1: Final Draft Profile paper due 

July 3:  Report assignment 

Class reflection 

 

WEEK EIGHT: 

July 6:  BBB with Mrs. Agy  

July 6:  Works Cited assignment 

July 8:  Methodology and Next steps 

July 10:  Report Peer Review 

 

WEEK NINE: 

July 13:  BBB with Mrs. Agy and Report due 

July 13: Reflection paper assignment 

July 15:  Drafting assignment 

July 17: Reflection paper due 

 

WEEK TEN: 

July 20:  BBB with Mrs. Agy and in-class essay assignment 

July 22-24:  Respondus in class essay assignment 

 

WEEK ELEVEN: 

July 27:  BBB with Mrs. Agy and Portfolio review 

July 30:  Portfolio due 

 

WEEK TWELVE: 



   

Aug 3:  BBB with Mrs. Agy and Course reflections 

Aug 5--7:  Course grade and review 

 

Important Dates:  

Spring 2020 

Event Dates Notes 

REGISTRATION BEGINS FOR ALL 

STUDENTS 

New students must contact Admissions 

at 517.796.8425 prior to registering for classes. 

April 10, 2020 Register – Spring 2020 

Semester Dates May 18 – Aug. 10, 2020  

   

Day and evening classes begin May 18, 2020  

Memorial Day May 25, 2020 No classes 

Independence Day Holiday July 3-5, 2020  No classes 

End of Spring Semester Aug. 10, 2020   

 

 

https://www.jccmi.edu/registration-records/

