
Art 111-1 Ancient Art History Mon/Wed 9:30-11:53    F18  
 
Jennifer Lickers 
Bert Walker RM 209  
LickersJennifeA@ jccmi.edu 
Office Hours by Appointment  
Prerequisite: ENG 085 
 
Course Description:  
This course is a survey of art history and aesthetics covering art and architecture from 
prehistoric times to 1400. 
 
Course Goals: 
Jackson College is an institution of higher education whose mission is to assist learners 
in identifying and achieving their educational goals. The Studio Art Department @ JC 
works towards this shared goal by helping our students become working artists in their 
chosen field. The Art History courses at JC endeavor to provide the student core 
competencies in understanding, interpreting, and analyzing works of art from a diverse 
range of historical time periods, cultures, modalities and artistic stances. .  
 
Performance Objectives: 
Students completing Art History courses 111 are able to: 
1.Demonstrate an understanding of art and the built environment from a diverse range 
of historical periods, genres, geographical locations and cultures. Art includes a wide 
variety of modalities from traditional (painting/sculpture) to non-traditional (conceptual, 
installation, performance art).  
2.Demonstrate familiarity with more than one artistic culture, artistic stance from a 
variety of time and places. 
3.Demonstrating a mastery of both aesthetic and critical interpretation of works from a 
variety of social and cultural structures. Students will also be able to articulate the 
historical context behind a piece of work and understand its role in history.  
4.Synthesize, evaluate and apply prevailing scholarship to the study of art and artifacts. 
Students will also analyze the art and artifacts through their socio-political roles, mores, 
materiality, iconology, aesthetics and ethics.  
5.Produce extended work involving aesthetic, critical, historical, and analytical 
writing/responses.  
 
Textbook: Gardners Art Through the Ages: A Concise Global History  
Please see calendar for weekly readings. Bring your textbook to each class period. It is 
your responsibility to read each unit before the weeks lesson along with any other 
assigned homework. You will also need a folder of some sort  to keep reflection 
papers organized.  
 

 



Laptop/tablet/phone: Please bring a device you can research with every class period. 
If you do not have an electronic device or unable to bring one to campus please see me 
and we will work something out.  
 
Participation 15pts: There are several group activities throughout the semester 
therefore it is imperative you are here on time and ready to learn.  Missing group 
activities will result in a lower grade. Habitually arriving late/ leaving early and/or 
excessive absences will lower your grade. More than 6 missed classes you should 
consider withdrawing from the class. Please see me if you have special circumstances 
and you can not attend class regularly.  

Reflection Papers 1 pt each for a total of 10 pts: Each week you will be required to 
write a short paper summarizing the unit. (See calendar below) Reflection papers can 
be resourced for the final exam. It is imperative to keep good organizational skills.  I will 
not accept late papers, however you can use a late paper for the exam. Reflection 
papers will be turned in each week and  with your final exam.  

Final Exam 25pts each: The final exam will consist of 5 long essay questions  on 
topics covered in class. Reflection papers and your book will be allowed.  

Research Paper 25pts: 5 page double spaced 12 pt MLA.  As a class we will visit the 
library to learn about research techniques, skills and information literacy. Your paper 
must include citations and a bibliography. More information about the research paper 
will be given later in the semester. 

Presentation 25pts: A group presentation about your research paper is required for 
this course.  

Grading:  
Presentation 25 pts 
Research Paper 25 pts 
Final Exam 25 pts  
Participation 15 pts  
Reflection Papers 1pt each (10 total pts)  
 
Grading Scale: 

4.0 = 94-100 

3.5 = 89-93 

3.0 = 84-88 

2.5 = 78-83 

2.0 = 72-77 

1.5 = 66-71 

1.0   = 60-65 

0.5 = 55-59 

0.0 = 0-54 
 

 



Extra Credit:  Extra credit can be earned by visiting museums, gallery shows, lectures 
or watching  documentaries. You will be required to hand in a short  
paper about your experience and what you learned. 
 
Make Up Policy: Make up exams will be determined on a case by case basis. It is the 
students responsibility to contact the instructor before the missed exam.  
 
Academic Dishonesty: All forms of academic dishonesty including but not limited to 
collusion, fabrication, cheating, and plagiarism will call for discipline.  
-Collusion is defined as the unauthorized collaboration with any other person in 
preparing work offered for individual credit.  
-Fabrication is defined as intentionally falsifying or inventing any information or citation 
on any academic exercise. 
-Cheating is defined as intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information, or study aids in any academic exercise. 
-Plagiarism is defined as the appropriation of any other person’s work and the 
unacknowledged incorporation of that work in one’s own work offered for credit. 
 
Any occurrence of academic dishonesty is unacceptable in this, or any other, course. 
All work for this course must be created and executed by you.  Double submission of 
work from another class or work executed by someone else is academic dishonesty.  
 
Accommodations:Students with disabilities who believe that they may need 
accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Center for Student 
Success at 517.796.8415 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. 
 
Electronic Policy: Use of interactive technology is allowed only when it is required for 
the assignment, for contacting group members or research. Photos or video may not be 
taken in class without prior permission. (Personal use only allowed in an emergency or 
during a break) 
 
Jackson College’s General Education Philosophy: 
Please note that this is a General Education course.General education facilitates the 
development of an informed and educated person who recognizes and respects the 
diversity of communities, thinks critically, and is proficient at fundamental skills. General 
education engages students in active learning by providing opportunities to observe, 
analyze, and evaluate, and to apply these skills critically to problems. General education 
fosters the development of responsible, ethical human beings dedicated to improving 
their own lives and the lives of others through work, family life, social and political 
action, cultural awareness, and service to others. 
Our course incorporates a specific General Education Outcome (GEO) established by 
the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty:   GEO 6:—Understand aesthetic 
experience and artistic creativity.  
 

 



GEO’s goals are in concert with four-year colleges and universities and reflect 
input from the professional communities we serve.  GEOs guarantee students 
achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional 
skills needed in many certification programs. 
 
Learning outcomes for ART 111/112 meet expectations for GEO 6: 

● Explains the historical, cultural, and social contexts of works in the fine 
arts (art, music, and theater) and/or works in the humanities (literature). 

● Applies methods of analysis and interpretation for works of art via writing, 
speaking, or performance.  

● Confidently and fluently uses genre-specific language to support critical 
reflection. 

● Initiates and sustains a discussion of the creative, cultural, and historical 
contexts within which an artist works and the artist’s resulting creative 
choices. 

● Articulates a personal critique of an artist’s work, based upon aesthetic 
standards. 

● Approaches a work of creative expression with openness and interest; 
appreciates the world of the creative imagination as a form of knowledge 
expressed in formal discussion or writing. 

 
Tentative Calendar: Expect to be adjusted based on student needs 

Week 1    Sept 5 Intro/ Decide Presentations  

Week 2    Sept 10-12 Prehistoric  Library VIsits Sept 12th 
Break out groups 

Week 3    Sept 17-19 Sumerian/Babylonian   

Week 4    Sept 24-26 Egyptian  

Week 5    Oct 1-3 Greece Outline Due Oct 1st 

Week 6    Oct 8-11 Romans  

Week 7    Oct 15-17 Byzantine/ Early Christian  Draft Due Oct 15/Break Out 
groups  

Week 8    Oct 22-24 Byzantine Formal Paper due Oct 22 
Break Out Groups Oct 24 

Week 9    Oct 29-31 Islamic  

Week 10  Nov 5-7 Early Medieval/ Romanesque Break Out Groups Nov 7  

Week 11  Nov 12-14 Late Medieval/Gothic   

 



Week 12  Nov 19-21 Pre-Columbian  No Class Nov 21st  

Week 13  Nov 26-28  Pre-Columbian/Indigenous 
American/African Art  

Break Out Group Nov 28 

Week 14  Dec 3-5 African Art/Presentations  Presentations Dec 5th 

Week 15  Dec 10-12 Presentations   

Week 16  Dec 17-19 Presentations Dec 19th Final Exam 

   
 

Reflection Paper Topics and Due Dates  
 

Week 1  No Reflection Papers  

Week 2  Prehistoric 
Due Sept 17  

Describe the Venus of Willendorf, compare 
and contrast to other venus sculpture found in 
this region AND other parts of the world.  

Week 3 Sumerian  
Due Sept 24th  

Describe Sumerian culture, How did the 
Sumerians worship their gods? What were 
their after life beliefs? Describe the 
importance of a Zuggerate. How was it built?  

Week 4 Egypt  
Due Oct 1st 

Briefly describe the three major time periods 
in ancient egypt. Who built the 3 pyramids of 
Giza? What is the book of the dead? 
Describe the major ancient egyptian gods 
and how to identify them. What are some 
similarities and difference with the 
Sumerians.  

Week 5 Greece 
Due 8th 

Describe the difference and similarities 
between Archaic/Classical and the Hellenistic 
periods.Discuss art and architecture. How 
does the arcadic period compare to Ancient 
Egypt?  

Week 6 Romans 
Due Oct 15th 

What are characteristics  of Roman art and 
Architecture. How does Roman art differ from 
Greek art?  

Week 7 Byzantine 
Due Oct 22 

What events lead to the Byzantine Empire? 
Define Iconoclasm. What are the 
characteristics of Byzantine art?  

 



Week 8  No reflection paper. Formal Paper Due  

Week 9 Islamic  
 Due Nov 5 

Describe the characteristic of Islamic art. 
Compare and contrast with Byzantine art.  

Week 10 Romanesque  
Due Nov 12 

What are the characteristic of Romanesque 
art and architecture? How does Images of 
Christ change compared to the Byzantine 
art?  

Week 11 Medieval / Gothic  
Due: Nov 19th 

Compare Romanesque to Gothic art. How 
does the pilgrimage influence art of the time? 

Week 12  No Reflection Due  

Week 13 Indigenous American 
Dec 3rd  
 

Write about one (group) of art and culture 
from this region not discussed in class during 
the time period of prehistory to 1500’s  

Week 14-16  No Reflection Papers Due  

  

 

 


