
A word after a word 
after a word is power. 
 (Margaret Atwood, Spelling) 

ENG 131 Writing Experience I Syllabus • Section 79 B • Fall 2018 

Instructor – Santino DallaVecchia • e-mail: dallavesantino@jccmi.edu 
Class Meeting Times – Monday/Wednesday, 10:30–11:50 a.m. 
Location – Lenawee Campus, Room 211 
Credit Hours – ENG 131 is three total credit hours 

Welcome to ENG 131– a course that’s all about bringing our relationship with language from our 
ordinary, day to day talking, onto the page. Throughout this semester, we’ll delve into four 
projects to hone our abilities as writers and thinkers– a memoir, a profile, a research based report, 
and a final portfolio made up of revised versions of the first three projects. In each project, we’ll 
consider how we organize information to best inform our audience, and we’ll explore how to 
best pitch our writing to reach that audience. We’ll develop writing skills that highlight narrative 
and descriptive modes, and we’ll likewise explore basic research strategies. This course explores 
the ways we navigate the world through language, and it will help you hone your skills as a 
writer and assessor of the world around us. 

By the end of the semester, each student will craft a ten page portfolio of their work. While ENG 
131 is an intensive writing course, I don’t want you to worry that you won’t be able to make that 
end goal– I’ll be very clear throughout the semester about length expectations for each project, 
and meeting the final ten page requirement will be built in to our semester. I’m excited to read 
what you write over these next few months! 

Course Description    

This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed. Basic research 
strategies are introduced. An end of the semester portfolio is required. Prerequisites: ENG 085 
and ENG 090* *You may meet this prerequisite based on your course placement, ACT score or 
successful college coursework. Visit our web site for current assessment options and 
requirements. 



Required Textbook • Textbook Zero 
 
Jackson College strives to make textbook purchases more affordable for students by offering 
digital options, which we call Text Book Zero. This doesn’t mean textbooks aren’t needed. It 
means the textbook is available in a digital format (less expensive than a hard copy) and may be 
purchased in the bookstore. The choice is up to you. The textbook for ENG 131 is Writing Today 
(w/ REVEL Access Card and loose pages) by Richard Johnson-Sheehan and Charles Paine. 
Fourth edition. 2018. ISBN: 9780134808045. 

Other Supplies  

This is a writing intensive course and you’ll need regular access to a computer with a word 
processing system. If you don’t personally own a laptop or other computer, Jackson College has 
many available on-site. Since you’ll be printing all your submitted work, you’re welcome to use 
any word processing system– Word, Google Docs, Pages, or any other are all fine, as long as the 
work itself is formatted properly. I recommend you also bring a pen or pencil and a notebook to 
class, as we’ll write in-class fairly often. Please also have a flash-drive or access to a cloud so 
that when we do peer review sessions, your work is accessible. 

Projects 

We live in a constant barrage of information. It’s crucial that we develop our skills not just to 
consume this information, but to make sense of it, and to recognize its implications. You’ll be 
writing four different pieces this semester, all of which are designed to help you grow as both a 
writer and a thinker– think of these projects as stepping stones into addressing and analyzing the 
world more efficiently. Each project will build on skills developed in the previous project (s). 
Throughout the semester, you’ll have the opportunity to revise and improve each project, and 
each revision will factor into your final grade. I’ll provide more information in class about each 
piece, but here are the basics of each: 

 Memoir – a 2-3 page essay that explores an event from your own life, and explains how  
 that event fits into the larger story of your own community 

 Profile – a 3-4 page essay that discusses a member of your community who’s had a  
 significant impact on your life or the lives of other people in your community •    



 this project will require an interview with either the subject or someone closely    
 acquainted with the subject  

 Research Project – a 4-5 page essay that asks a single, focused question, and goes about  
 answering that question through research of reliable databases, news sources, and  
 websites 

 Portfolio – a compilation of the three previous projects, revised and edited into a final,    
 polished form • this project also includes a short essay (1 single space page) that reflects   
 on your reading/writing experiences over the semester and addresses how the three essays  
 worked to sequentially build up new skills 

There’s a lot more to each essay than the above blurbs. We’ll explore the fine details of the 
projects in class and I’ll provide detailed hand-outs (which, like this syllabus, will also be 
available on this course’s JetNet page) that explain the goals, requirements, and grading rubric 
for each one. 

A final note on the projects for the semester: all will be formatted in MLA, a standard academic 
style, and need to typed in Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, with one inch margins. 

Other Assignments/Participation  
 
These may include in-class writing, quizzes, and the occasional homework assignment. These are 
participation based, so just regularly attending class means you’ll succeed in the first two. Where 
homework is concerned, please be timely in turning it in, or, if it’s a reading assignment, in 
coming to class prepared to discuss the assignment. A lot of our class time will hinge on 
discussion and participating in these discussions will be part of your final grade. To be clear– I 
absolutely do not expect you to be responding to every question or being lively in the discussion 
during ever session in order to receive a good participation grade. I know talking in a public 
setting can be nerve-racking and anxiety inducing. I’ll evaluate everyone on an individual basis 
here and will not penalize you for not talking– participation can take many forms, and even 
being involved simply by listening carefully is meaningful and valuable. 



Due Dates 

Please turn in hard copies of assignments at the beginning of class on the pre-specified due date 
for that assignment. These should be stapled or paper-clipped if they run over one sheet of paper. 
All reading assignments need to be finished before the class period when we’ll discuss them– 
otherwise, class will be a lot less dynamic, and our conversation will hinge a lot less on a back-
and-forth discussion and a lot more on me talking at you for long stretches of time. 

Grading 

Jackson College grades on a standard 4.0 scale. I’ll grade each assignment on this scale, but I 
want to be up-front and tell you that I think of letter grades as a guidepost of how well you’re 
meeting the goals for each project, not as a final determiner of you as a student. I’m happy to 
allow you to revise and refine each project up to three times and will adjust your letter grade 
accordingly! My goal is to help you develop skills you already possess and equip you with new 
ones that will allow you to become a proficient writer, not to punish you for not meeting 
expectations– so, if you think you need more time to develop your skills with that particular 
project and need extended opportunities, please don’t hesitate to e-mail me or talk to me after 
class. Here’s the grading scale, if you’d like to take a look at the nuts and bolts of this:  
 
  Grading Scale 
  95-100% = 4.0 
  86-91% = 3.5 
  80-85% = 3.0  
  75-79% = 2.5  
  70-74% = 2.0    
  66-69% = 1.5 
  60-65% = 1.0 
  55-59% = 0.5 
  54% = 0.0 

I’m a strong believer in not failing students– I’ll try my hardest to make sure you succeed and 
develop your proficiencies. Here’s the breakdown of how the various components of this course 
are weighted in your final course grade: 

  Projects (excluding final portfolio) – 35% 



  Final Portfolio – 45% 
  In-class participation (including in-class writing and quizzes) – 20% 

If you think you’ve received a grade in error, please talk to me after class or e-mail me. 

Extra Grading Information 

 FERPA: Due to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I am unable to    
 release information about your class performance to anyone other than you—including a  
 parent—in person, over the phone, or over email. 

 Intermediate Grading: To comply with college policy and federal regulations, students  
 earn a progress grade indicated at approximately two weeks, five weeks, and eight weeks.   
 The grades assigned are H = student needs additional support to pass the class; Q = has  
 stopped attending and is being dropped from the class; V = student is attending and  
 participation 

Academic Honesty 

In a nutshell, this means that all the work you turn in must be yours, and anything you quote in it 
needs to be attributed clearly to its source. To do otherwise– for example, someone’s writing a 
research report on the origins of Stranger Things, and they copy-paste a paragraph on this topic 
from Screen Rant to their essay, without attributing it to the original article, and attempt to pass 
this paragraph as their own work– is plagiarism. Knowingly plagiarizing someone else’s work is 
a serious issue. And beyond the ethics of appropriating someone else’s intellectual labor, it’s also 
way more work to plagiarize and not have it be incredibly obvious than to just do the writing. 

General Education Outcomes  
 
The Board of Trustees has determined that all JC graduates should develop or enhance certain 
essential skills while enrolled in college courses. For ENG 131, GEO #1 is the required outcome: 

General Education Outcome 1:  Write clearly, concisely and intelligibly  
At a minimum, students must demonstrate proficiency in academic, professional, and 
personal writing through the knowledge and use of write to learn practices; rhetorical 
strategies; research methodologies; and genre and writing conventions. In order to fulfill 
this outcome and prepare students for careers, the course will focus on the following skills: 



 Performance Objectives:  
 
 In conjunction with GEO #1, the following outcomes refer to the specific skills that    
 learners are expected to develop as a result of the instructional process in English 131: 

Additional Information 

Library – although we’re not on Jackson College’s central campus, the library is still a great 
resource! Their databases are extremely helpful for research and you can access these remotely. 

Center for Student Opportunity – this is the place to go for tutoring, academic support, and 
general academic guidance. 

Critical Thinking, Reading, and 
Writing Processes

Rhetorical Knowledge and 
Conventions

Electronic Environment

• Practice active reading 
strategies 

• Identify and contextually 
evaluate assumptions, 
points of view, stylistic 
choices, and 
implications born of 
reasoning 

• Offer formative feedback 
on others writing in peer 
review sessions 

• Use genres to navigate 
complex rhetorical 
challenges  

• Distinguish one’s own 
ideas from those of 
others 

• Practice metacognitive 
reflection

• Use genre specific 
strategies, voice, tone, 
and perspective to 
achieve rhetorical goals 

• Recognize conventions 
of writing distinctive to 
specific disciplines 

• Employ Modern 
Language Association 
(MLA) style in academic 
writing 

• Writing in Plain Style—
simple and direct 
language 

• Use Microsoft Word to 
compose, revise, and 
save documents 

• Locate research 
material collected 
from electronic 
sources, including 
library databases and 
other electronic 
networks and internet 
sources 

• Use college learning 
management system 



Students with Disabilities – students with disabilities who believe that they may need 
accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the office of Learning Support Services 
at 787-0800, extension 8270/8553 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. If there’s anything you’d like me to know about your learning 
process, please feel free to talk with me after class or e-mail me– it’s my role as an educator to 
meet your needs and strive to make this class accessible. 

Equity Policy – I believe in every student’s right to free expression. I concurrently believe in the 
necessity of engaging with the consequences of our free speech– as such, I have a zero tolerance 
policy for racism, misogyny, homophobia, transphobia, Islamophobia, and all other forms of 
systemic bias. I will use and respect your preferred pronouns and I expect all students to abide by 
this mutual respect.


