
Writing Experience I 
ENG 131.PC1 
Spring 2018 

 
Instructor: Mr. Anderson  

Credit Hours: 3 credit hours 

Time:  Wednesdays, 5:50 – 8:50 p.m., JCF  

Office Hours:  Classroom will be used for end of class questions/office hours.   

 

Textbook: Writing Today Third Edition. Authors: Johnson-Sheehan & Pain. Third ed.  

Course Materials:  

o Pens/pencils 

o Notebooks for in-class work, homework, essays, and notes 

o Folder 

 

Official Course Description:  This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are 

stressed. Basic research strategies are introduced. An end-of-the-semester portfolio is required.  

Continued Description: Learners study and engage phases of the writing process, the impact of the 

rhetorical situation on communication choices, and Modern Language Association (MLA) style and 

conventions as they engage studies of memoir, profile, and report genres. The course requires 

participation in discussions, activities, and guided peer review.  Standard English grammar and 

structures are requisite skills in this course and must be practiced in all informal and formal writing.   

Instructor Role: As your instructor for English 131, I will guide students through the course by serving as 

a lecturer, a facilitator, and mentor throughout the writing process.   

Learner Role: Independent and Collaborative 

• Learner success relies on the ability to plan, prepare, study, and engage phases of the writing process, to 

apply global and local essay strategies, critical thinking skills, research strategies, and peer response skills.  

• Learners will create four main essays. Essays will be accompanied by a title page and, when sources are 

used, a Works Cited page.  Specific page lengths will be defined in essay assignments.   

• Learners will apply active reading strategies to assigned course materials and can expect to encounter 

anywhere from 20 – 50 pages of total reading per week.   

• Learners need to plan to spend at least nine [9] hours a week on the course, including assigned readings, 

collaborative discussions, and individualized writing.  

• Learners will actively engage in the course beyond merely attending the class every week. Rather, 

students will fully participate by being involved in discussions, working in groups, and contributing to peer 

review workshops. Additionally, learners may will be expected to participate in any group or individual 

conferences scheduled during class time.  



General Education Outcome: The course goals and objectives incorporate a specific General Education 

Outcomes (GEO) established by the JCC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty. These goals are 

in concert with four-year colleges, universities, and reflect input from the professional communities we 

serve. Jackson College’s GEOs guarantee students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, 

transferability, and professional skills needed in many certification programs. The GEOs and course 

learning objectives addressed in this class include the following:  

 GEO 1: Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly  (Developing) 
 

Outcomes The Student 

Process ● Uses parts of the recursive process in writing, which may include pre-writing, drafting, revising, 

editing. 

● Evaluates sources when used. 

Rhetorical Situation: 

Purpose, Audience 

● Demonstrates appropriate purpose and audience for context. 

Organization and 

Development 

● Demonstrates functional organizational structure appropriate to genre; 

● Provides examples and details that support ideas and content; appropriate to genre. 

Meaning/ 

Understanding 

● Researches and writes for further understanding and additional knowledge. 

● Employs write to learn methods through reflective writing and research for further understanding 

and additional knowledge. 

Use of Sources and 

Documentation 

● Demonstrates ability to find and evaluate credible sources. 

● Demonstrates correct documentation of sources when appropriate. 

Conventional Grammar 

and Sentence Structures 

● Correctly uses grammar and mechanics. 

● Demonstrates clear meaning. 

 
 
  



Performance Objectives:  Correlating with and extend GEO 1  these outcomes refer to the actions, 

feelings, and thoughts learners are expected to develop as a result of the instructional process in English 

131:  

Critical Thinking, Reading, and 

Writing Processes 

Rhetorical Knowledge and 

Conventions 

Electronic Environment 

• Practice active reading 
strategies 

• Identify and contextually 
evaluate assumptions, 
points of view,  stylistic 
choices, and implications 
born of reasoning 

• Offer formative feedback 
on others writing  in peer 
review sessions 

• Use genres to navigate 
complex rhetorical 
challenges  

• Distinguish one’s own 

ideas from those of others 

• Practice metacognitive 

reflection 

• Use  genre specific 
strategies, voice, tone, 
and perspective to 
achieve rhetorical goals 

• Recognize conventions of 
writing distinctive to 
specific disciplines 

• Employ Modern Language 
Association (MLA) style in 
academic writing 

• Writing in Plain Style 
 

 

• Use Microsoft Word to 

compose, revise, and save 

documents 

• Locate research material 

collected from electronic 

sources, including library 

databases and other 

electronic networks and 

internet sources 

• Use college learning 

management system 

 

 

Grading 

 

  

Grade Breakdown      Grading Scale 

Essay 1: Personal Memoir                    5 
Essay 2: Profile                     10 
Essay 3: Informative/Research      15 
HW/Other Assignments                       10 
Participation/In-Class Work                20 
Final Portfolio                                        40 
 
   Total  100 

 

     4.0 = 92-100 
     3.5 = 86-91 
     3.0 = 80-85 
     2.5 = 75-79 
     2.0 = 70-74 
     1.5 = 66-69 
     1.0 = 60-65 
     0.5 = 55-59 
     0.0 = 0-54 

 



Essays Descriptions 

Note: Further guidelines for each essay will be provided in class.  

 

Essay 1 – Personal Narrative/Memoir (2-3 pages) 

For your first essay, you will be writing a narrative essay in which you reflect on an experience from your 
past. More specifically, you will be writing an essay that responds to the following question: What is the 
most memorable meal you’ve ever had? 

While your essay will directly address the above question, keep in mind that you are writing a narrative. 
The essay should use descriptive detail to help illustrate the experience for the reader.  Thus, you should 
utilize the elements of personal narrative discussed in class as well as in our textbook. Additionally, the 
essay needs to convey to your audience why this experience holds meaning to you.  

Essay 2 – Profile (3-4 pages) 

For Essay 2, you will be writing an essay which profiles a person you know who has made a significant 

impact on your life and/or the lives of others.  

 

As a part of your essay, you should provide an adequate and detailed description of the subject being 

profiled. Along with this, the paper will provide relevant background information on your profile subject 

along with appropriate anecdotes/examples that support your paper’s overall main claim and the 

dominant theme/angle being presented to the reader.  

 

Essay 3 – Research Report (4-6 pages) 

For Essay 3, you will be writing an informative/research paper about a topic, issue, or event of 
your choice (must receive prior approval of instructor).  When choosing this topic, adhere to 
the suggestions/guidelines discussed in class and keep in mind that the informative/research 
paper is focused on the topic, not the writer’s opinion of the topic.  
 
Also remember that writers “not only report what they read and observe.  They often construct 
meaning through selecting what and what not to include and in organizing that information.  
Sometimes this construction of meaning is made explicit as analysis” (Faigley 75).  Therefore, 
the paper will not simply be a report but will rather construct meaning by using research to 
support the claim being made in your thesis. MLA documentation must be utilized in this 
paper.  
 

Essay 4 – Portfolio Reflection (1 page, single-spaced) 

Essay 4 is a mandatory reflective essay on the student’s experience with the writing process 
that he/she has been engaged in over the course of the semester. (Note: This essay must be 
included in the Final Portfolio but does not count towards the 10-page minimum requirement 
for the portfolio.)  
  



Policies and Course Rules 

• Incomplete Policy: In accordance with JC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to students who 
have demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time of an extenuating 
circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation validating the circumstance may be 
required. 
 

• Late Work and Makeup Policies:  Late Work and Makeup Policies:  Homework and essays can be turned 
in one class period late for half credit. Peer review workshops and in-class assignments/participation 
activities cannot be made up. The Final Portfolio and anything due the last day of class will not be 
accepted late. 
 

• Attendance Policy: Regular attendance is not only vital for success in this course, it is required.  Please 

note that attendance will be recorded during every class session and each class session will include 

participation/in-class work which cannot be made up. A student who misses more than three class sessions 

will not pass the course. Please do your best to arrive to class on time as arriving to class more than 15 

minutes late will constitute a full absence.  
 

• In-class work: As noted in the syllabus, a component of your total score comes from in-class assignments. 
These assignments and activities function as your participation score for the course and will include things 
such as in-class “pre-writing” assignments and peer review workshops.  
 

• Behavior: While students must be present in class to receive participation points, students may also lose 
points for issues of non-participation. Such issues include, but are not limited to: disrupting class, 
distracting others, sleeping, refusing to participate in group discussion/activities, being disrespectful to 
the instructor or classmates. 
 
In excessive instances, a disruptive student will have to leave the class and may not be allowed to return.  
You are expected to be respectful to everyone in our classroom. Enrollment in a PEI class is a privilege – 
do your part to honor that privilege.  
 

• Academic Honesty Policy JC has an academic honesty policy, which will be adhered to in this class. 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and 

not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.  

o In essence, the policy requires that all work must be done by the student whose name it bears.  
o Failure: Plagiarism, the submission of another’s writing, whether directly copied or 

paraphrased, may result in a failing grade and can be grounds for removal from class. Cases of 
plagiarism are dealt with by the instructor on an individual basis; the instructor will make 
decisions regarding the student's ability to correct the problem. All cases of plagiarism are 

reported to the Office of the Academic Dean.   
 

• Grading: If a question arises regarding course grades, it is best to speak to the instructor as soon as 
possible. It is the responsibility of the student to keep track of graded assignments. A student’s current 
grade can be calculated by dividing the total number of points earned on assignments graded thus far in 
the class by the total number of points possible for those assignments (e.g. a student has received 64 
points on assignments with the total possible points on these assignments being 80 points. 64/80 = .8 or 
80%).  
 

Caveat: We follow the policies and guidelines stated in this syllabus explicitly. However, circumstances might 

arise in which changes could be necessary. In the event changes are made, they will be announced to the class.  



English 131.PC1 – Spring 2018 

Course Schedule 
 

 

 

Note: Schedule is subject to modifications as deemed necessary by instructor.  
Not all assignments (such as homework assignments are listed).  

 
May 23 Class Introductions and Expectations 

Class Introductions and Expectations 

Diagnostic writing (in class) 

Writing and Reading Process 

Essay 1 Prompt 

May 30 Elements of Narrative 

Peer Review Workshop – Bring Essay 1 draft to class 

Read Chapter 1 (1-8), Chapter 2 (10-16), and page 392 before class. 

Read Chapters 3 and 5 before class 

  

June 6 Beginning of Unit 2 – Profile  

Essay 1 Due 

Read Chapter 5 before class. 

Essay 2 discussion 

June 13 

Elements of Profile 

Read pages 392-393 before class. 
Planning activity 

June 20 Being Descriptive  

Observation Assignment 
Essay 2 Outline/drafting  

Peer Review – bring Essay 2 draft to class 

June 27 

 

Beginning of Unit 3 – Informative/Research Paper 

Essay 2 Due! 

In-class “One Page Essay” assignment  

Research questions discussion and worksheet 

 

July 4 July 4 – No Class 

July 11 Topic Development/ Constructing Meaning 

Read Chapter 14, Chapter 24 (430-437), and Chapter 25 (439-454) before class. 

Essay 3 discussion 

July 18 Structuring Research 

Review/read Chapters 26 and 27 before class.  

Annotated Bibliography due  



July 25 Research Drafts 

Peer Review Day – Bring Essay 3 Draft 
Read Chapter 19 before class. 

Portfolio discussion  

August 1  

 

Portfolio and Revision Criteria 

Essay 3 due 

Read Chapter 30 before class.  

Drafting of Essay 4 (reflection letter) 

 

August 8 Portfolio 

Revision Project (con’t) and Conferences  

FINAL PORTFOLIO DUE  

 

August 15 Final Week 

Topic presentations delivered in class 

Portfolios returned  

 

 

 
 


