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Jackson College English 257PW1: World Literature 

 
Instructor    Valerie Haas 
 
Location Day & Time  WHV Correctional Facility 
     Saturdays 12:30 - 3:30 pm 
 
Course Text   The Bedford Anthology of World Literature (Compact     

   Edition): The Modern World, 1650-The Present, edited  
                 by Paul Davis, Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009 

Course Materials 
 1. pens 
 2. notepads 
 3. two-pocket folder 
 
 
Official Course Description 
English 257 introduces the student to literature from around the world, including Africa, 
the Americas, Asia, and Europe. Prerequisite: ENG 131. 
 
Course Objectives 

 Broader knowledge of the authors, genres, themes, and literary techniques of 
world literature. 

 Familiarity with the themes of world literature and an ability to relate these to 
contemporary life. 

 Satisfactory level of skill in reading world literature. 

 Familiarity with culturally diverse works of world literature, discovering similarities 
and 

 differences with other cultures. 
 
 
We will learn to listen to the rich diversity of many authors’ voices and to our own 
diversity. We will learn to listen to a variety of characters, scenes, and conflicts and thus 
to listen to our own characters and conflicts. We will begin to understand what it means 
to make a poem or a story and what it is to write about a particular time and place. 
Some of the writers that we will encounter will be part of the “canon”—those whom 
everyone studies. Others will be at the edges of some of our cultural experiences, 
offering us other stories and experiences of individual locale, of individual and 
communal struggle to find a place, a home, without boundaries, nomadic wanderers, 
carving new frontiers. 
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General Education Outcomes 
GEO 7: 
Understand and Respect the Diversity and Interdependence of the World’s People and 
Cultures 
 
Outcome The Student: 

Knowledge of and  
regard for groups with  
which one identifies 
 

• identifies characteristics, values, and hallmarks of the 
groups to which one belongs 
 

Knowledge of and 
regard for individuals 
from groups other than 
one’s own 
 

• identifies characteristics, values, and hallmarks of groups 
other than one’s own 
• articulates benefits of interacting with individuals from 
groups other than one’s own 
 

Knowledge of the 
importance of diversity 
 

• defines various institutional systems and personal barriers 
that inhibit diversity such as racism, sexism, classism, 
ethnocentrism, privilege, etc. 
• classifies behaviors and structures that promote diversity 
and encourage global thinking 
• recognizes the ways in which, historically, cultures have 
mutually informed and enriched each other 
 

Cultural Sensitivity 
 

• utilizes vocabulary, behaviors, and practices that are 
culturally appropriate 
 

Major Assignments 
Reading Quizzes: There will be short, weekly quizzes consisting of plot questions 

from the week’s reading. These are meant to be easy quizzes that 
simply ensure that you have read the assigned reading. 

 
Journals:   Each week, you will write 1-2 pages (at least one full page) in your 

notebook reflecting on the reading from that week. As we move 
throughout the course, you will learn more specific ways to respond 
to the text. 

 
Literary Analysis:  You will write a 3-5 page essay exploring deeper into a text from 

class. See the assignment sheet on page 5 for more information. 
 
Final Examination: Due to the shortened schedule of the course, there will only be one 

examination in this course. Your final examination will be based on 
readings from the textbook and discussions from class. The 
examination will consist of a combination of multiple choice, fill in 
the blank, true and false, short answer, and essay questions. 

 
Participation:  Most of this course will consist of in-class discussion, and I expect 

everyone to share their thoughts openly. This means you must read 
the assigned text and thoughtfully prepare your journals to share. 
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Grading Procedure: 
 
Reading Quizzes (20pts each)  200 points 20% 
Journals (20 pts each)    200 points 20% 
Expository Essay    200 points 20%  
Final Examination     200 points 20%  
Discussion & Participation   200 points 20%  

 Total:           1000 points 100% 
 
Grading Scale: 
4.0 = 90-100%  
3.5 = 85-89%  
3.0 = 80-84%  
2.5 = 75-79%  
2.0 = 70-74%   NOTE: a final grade of 2.0 or higher is considered passing 
1.5 = 65-69%  
1.0 = 60-64%  
0.5 = 55-59%  
0.0 = 0-54% 
 
Missed/Late Assignments 
In general, you cannot submit late assignments because the course does not allow for 
it. Extenuating circumstances notwithstanding, you cannot make up any quizzes or the 
final exam. Since your analytical essay will be due the last week of class, it is also 
impossible to submit it late. All readings must be completed by the class period noted 
on the calendar (p. 6). 
 
The Incomplete Grade 
In accordance with JC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to students who 
have demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time of 
an extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the class. Documentation 
validating the circumstance may be required. 
 
Academic Honesty Policy 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of 
their own work and not representing others’ work as their own, by cheating or by helping 
others to do so. 
 
Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside 
sources. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: 

 submitting others’ work as your own 

 using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources 
without 

 adequate documentation 

 reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of ones own prior work 
without 
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 acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-
plagiarism) 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without 
authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 

 plagiarizing in any form 

 using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

 copying 

 submitting others’ work as your own or submitting your work for others 

 altering graded work 

 falsifying data 

 exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

 allowing your work to be submitted by others 
 
Any violation of the above will likely earn you a zero on the assignment, but it may 
include an “F” in the course and referral to the Office of the Academic Dean for further 
disciplinary action. 
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Literary Analysis Essay 

DUE: last class meeting 
Prompt 
Literary analyses are essays that examine literary texts closely to understand their 
messages, interpret their meanings, appreciate their techniques, or understand their 
historical or social contexts. Ultimately, you want to use specific analytical techniques to 
go below the surface of the work to deepen your understanding of how it works and 
what it means. 
 
This is not a research paper—this is an analytical essay where you must rely on the 
primary source and the material from the class (with some biographical details possible 
from encyclopedic entries). As a result, you do not need any sources other than the 
text that you have chosen, which you should cite in your paper, per MLA guidelines. 
Overall, your goal is discovery. That is, since you are reading a text that we did not read 
together, you should find new and interesting things that relate to the class but were not 
fully covered in the class. 
 
After choosing and reading your text, you will write a 3-5 page (handwritten) paper 
exploring the work. This is not a “book report” (although some summary may be 
necessary to explain where in the text your discussion is based), but rather you will 
analyze the text by focusing on the text itself, your own response as a reader, and the 
context of the work. 
 
Grade 
•  200 points (20% of final grade) 
 
Key Features of a Literary Analysis 
•   an arguable thesis — A literary analysis is a form of argument; you are arguing   

that your analysis of a literary work is valid. Your thesis, then, should be arguable,  
or at the very least, persuasive. 

•  careful attention to the language of the text — The key to analyzing a text is 
looking carefully at the language, which is the foundation of its meaning. Specific  
words, images, metaphors—these are where analysis begins. You may also bring 
in contextual information, such as cultural, historical, or biographical facts, or you 
may refer to similar texts. But the words, phrases, and sentences that make up the 
text you are analyzing are your primary source when dealing with texts. That’s 
what literature teachers mean by “close reading”: reading with the assumption that 
every word of a text is meaningful. 

•  attention to patterns or themes — Literary analyses are usually built on 
evidence of meaningful patterns or themes within a text or among several texts. 
These patterns and themes reveal meaning. 

•  a clear interpretation — A literary analysis demonstrates the plausibility of its 
thesis by using evidence from the text and, sometimes, relevant contextual 
evidence to explain how the language and patterns found there support a 
particular interpretation. When you write a literary analysis, you show readers one 
way the text may be read and understood; that is your interpretation. 
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Tentative Course Schedule 
 

Week 1 — 06.02  Introduction to Course / How to Read Literature  
 
Week 2 — 06.09 Matsuo Bashō 

   DUE: read Narrow Road through the Backcountry (pp. 122-55)  
                        

Week 3 — 06.16  François-Marie Arouet (Voltaire) 
    DUE: read Candide, or Optimism (pp. 296-365)  
 
Week 4 — 06.23 Frederick Douglass 
    DUE: read The Narrative of the Life of…(pp. 520-43) 
 
Week 5 — 06.30 Johann Wolfgang von Goethe  
    DUE: read Faust (pp. 553-709) 
 
Week 6 — 07.07 Blake/Keats/Coleridge: Romantic Poets 
    DUE: read William Blake: “Songs of Innocence” (pp. 762-65) 
       read John Keats: “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (pp. 782-83) 
       read Samuel Coleridge: “Kubla Khan” (pp. 822-23) 
 
Week 7 — 07.14 Leo Tolstoy 
    DUE:  read “The Death of Ivan Ilych” (pp.983-1029) 
 
Week 8 — 07.21 Henrik Ibsen 
    DUE: read A Doll’s House (pp. 1058-116) 
 
Week 9 — 07.28 Emily Dickinson 
    DUE: read 10 of 18 poems (pp. 1141-53) 
 
Week 10 — 08.04 Franz Kafka 
    DUE: read The Metamorphosis (pp. 1386-423) 
 
Week 11 — 08.11 Chinua Achebe 
    DUE: read Things Fall Apart (pp. 1597-693) 
 
    DUE: Literary Analysis Essay 
    FINAL EXAM 
 
The instructor reserves the right to make adjustments to this syllabus as needed. 
 


