
 

 

“We in American do not have government by the majority.  

We have government by the majority who participate.” 

Thomas Jefferson 

 

 

JACKSON COLLEGE 

COURSE SYLLABUS – WINTER 2018 

 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 141: AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

WEDNESDAY, 12:30-3:24 PM 

 

Instructor:  Zack Smith, Ph.D 

   

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Develops a systematic framework for the interpretation of political activity in the United 

States. Numerous models explain the theoretical foundations of government and the 

decision making process. 

Prerequisites: ENG 085* and ENG 090* 

OBJECTIVES: 

• To explore the underlying values and assumptions that serve as the foundation of 

political ideologies and policy recommendations 

• To understand how the American values of liberty, equality and democracy both 

complement and compete with one another and to interpret the consequences of 

this dynamic  

• To explore the role of internal and external institutions in policy making 

 

General Education Outcomes (GEO) PLS 141 – GEO 5: 

 

GEO 5: Understand human behavior and social systems, and the principals which 
govern them  
 



 

 

Outcome The Student 

Meaning / 
Understanding 

Recognizes factors that determine and govern 
human behavior. 

 

Acknowledges the interaction of personal and 
social factors. 

Analysis and Interpretation Articulates the methods of analysis and 
interpretation used by behavioral sciences. 

 

Begins to use appropriate terms and concepts. 

Engagement When prompted, engages in discussion of the 
relevant issues, reflecting knowledge of 

behavior and systems. 

Evaluation of Methodology Identifies the critical assumptions involved in 

behavioral science research and the limitations 
of each research method. 

Systems Thinking 
Identifies at least two social systems designed 
to regulate human behavior and the limitations 
of each. 

 
 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students are expected to do all of the assigned reading and attend lectures prepared to 
engage the material. Students should also monitor current events as they relate to 
politics and policy during the semester by reading a major daily newspaper (Detroit 
Free-Press, New York Times, Washington Post), or watching the national nightly news 
(ABC, CBS, NBC, BBC, PBS, The Daily Show).  

Reading 

Ginsburg, Benjamin, Theodore J. Lowi, Margaret Weir, and Caroline Tolbert, We The 
People: An Introduction to American Politics, 9th ed. New York: W.W. Norton and 
Company.  

All of the reading assignments listed in the course syllabus, as are those that 
will be handed out are required and it is critical that you complete each week’s 
reading to fully understand the week’s lessons, engage in the discussion forum, and 
prepare for the assignments and exams.  

Quizzes 

Many weeks you will be to take a quiz on that weeks’ assigned chapters. 



 

 

Participation  

A portion of many classes will be devoted to the discussion of the assigned readings. For 

your in class participation, please keep in mind that you will be graded not just on the 

quantity, but also on the quality of your contributions. This requires that you come to 

class prepared, having read and thought about the material for which you are 

responsible. Remember, you are responsible for providing the substance of our 

discussions. I am merely here to guide and to pose questions. 

Essays 

Three short essays will be required; further information for these assignments will be 

distributed in class.  

Reacting to the Past 

Reacting to the Past (RTTP) consists of elaborate games, set in the past, in which 
students are assigned roles informed by classic texts in the history of ideas. Class 
sessions are run entirely by students; instructors advise and guide students and grade 
their oral and written work. It seeks to draw students into the past, promote 
engagement with big ideas, and improve intellectual and academic skills 
 
Tests 

There will be a mid term and a final exam. 

 

GRADING POLICY 

Essays – 30% of grade 

Quizzes - 15% 

RTTP – 20%33 

Final Exam - 20% of grade 

Participation – 15% of grade  

 

LATE WORK POLICY 

Late work will not be accepted.  

 



 

 

INCOMPLETE POLICY 

Students may receive an “I” if, at least 90 percent (or as otherwise designated within the 

course syllabus), of the coursework is completed with an average grade of 2.0 to meet 

the objectives as specified in the course syllabus. The course objectives are to be 

satisfactorily completed during the next semester or within a shorter period of time as 

determined by the instructor. The instructor and student shall work together to 

determine when the work is to be completed taking into consideration any extenuating 

circumstances which may cause the one semester to be extended; however, a due date is 

required and may not exceed one year. If the student does not complete the course 

within the designated period, the Registrar will replace the “I” grade with the earned 

grade as originally assigned by the instructor on the Incomplete Grade form after one 

year. 

The grade of “I” is not awarded to students who did not attend, or seldom attended, or 

to those who simply are not pleased with their final grades. Students receiving an “I” 

submit only the remaining work that had not been completed at the end of the semester. 

Students do not redo work that had already been graded or reregister for the course. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Academic Honesty: Is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of 

their own work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by 

helping others to do so. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses, and the 

consequences for doing so will be at the least, a zero for the assignment, and possibly for 

the course.  

 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE AND PROFESSIONALISM  

Since the classroom is a learning community, students are expected to show mutual 

respect and consideration. I see students as professionals, and treat them with the 

respect I would my colleagues. In return, I expect that I am treated with professionalism 

and courtesy, and that students treat their classmates with respect as well. Disruptions 

(including late arrivals) are unfair to students who are here to learn and will not be 

tolerated. After the instructor informs you of inappropriate or distracting behavior, you 

will be allowed to modify your actions. Each subsequent offense may result in the 

lowering of your average by 2 percentage points. 

 

 

 



 

 

Students are expected to: 

• Be on time for class. If late arrival was unavoidable, get prepared before you enter 
the room accordingly: remove notebook, pen/pencil etc. from your bag before 
you come in and sit as close to the door as possible. If you know you must leave 
early-talk to the instructor before class, sit as close to the door as possible and 
exit quickly and quietly. 

• Refrain from talking or whispering with others (REGARDLESS OF TOPIC) or 
interrupting the instructor, this is rude to others as well as the instructor 

• Raise your hand to ask a question 

• Treat others the way THEY wish to be treated 
 

  



 

 

Course Calendar 

Week 1 

 January 17 – American Political Culture (WTP, Ch. 1) 

Week 2 

 January 24 – Founding Documents (Selections)  

Week 3 

 January 31 – Founding Documents (Selections and WTP, Ch. 3) Essay 1 Due 

Week 4 

 February 7 – RTTP: Constitutional Convention – Setup  

Week 5 

 February 14 - RTTP: Constitutional Convention  

Week 6 

 February 21 - RTTP: Constitutional Convention  

Week 7 

 February 28 – RTTP: Constitutional Convention and Federalism (WTP, Ch. 3) 

Week 8 

 March 7 - Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (WTP, Ch. 4 & 5) Essay 2 Due 

Week 9 

 March 14 – Spring Break    

Week 10 

 March 21 - Public Opinion, Media, Political Participation and Voting (WTP, Ch. 
6, 7, 8) 

Week 11 

 March 28 - Campaigns and Elections, (WTP, Ch. 10) 

Week 12 

 April 4 – Interest Groups and Political Parties (WTP, Ch. 9 & 11) 

Week 13 

 April 11 - Congress (WTP, Ch. 12) Essay 3 Due 



 

 

Week 14 

 April 18 - The Presidency, the Bureaucracy, and the Judiciary (WTP, Ch. 13, 14, & 
15) 

Week 15 

 April 25 - Domestic and Foreign Policy (WTP, Ch. 16, 17 & 18) 

Week 16 

 May 2 - Final 

 


